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SEVENTH  EPOCH. 

THE  SUBJUGATION  OF  CARTHAGE.    OPPRES- 
SION  OF  FOREIGN  NATIONS  BY  THE  ROMANS. 


FROM  THE  YEAR  OF   ROME  FIVE  HUNDRED   AKD  FIFTT 
TO  SIX  HUNDRED  AND  TWENTY. 


CHAPTER  I. 


WARS    AGAINST    j^HULIP    KIl^G    OT   MACEJ>ON^    AND 
AGAINST   ANTIOCHIXS   KING^  Ol*   I^YRIA. 

Five  hundred  Carthaginian  ships  delivered  to 
ScipiOy  and  burnt  in  sight  of  Carthage ;  the 
maritime  force  of  this  powerful  state  reouced  to 
ten  small  galleys  j  her  citizens  taxed  to  pay  a 
shameful  tribute ;  the  high-minded  and  spirited 
Hannibal,  compelled  to  subsciibe  to  the  disgpuce 
of  his  countrTy  and  the  memory  of  former  defeats 
entirely  eflHn  by  a  series  of  victories ;  were  the 
advantases^^ned  by  the  second  Punic  war« 
£very  thing  concurred  to  swell  the  Koman 
pride  by  extending  the  empire  of  the  republic ; 
and  the  illustrious  conqueror,  who  brought  them 
a  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  pounos  weight 
of  silver,  was  received  at  Rome  with  every  ex- 
pression of  enthusiastic  regard.  His  triumpnwas 
most  magnificent,  and  the  surname  of  Africa^ 
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mis,  which  was  gi\Tn  to  him  upon  this  occa^ 
sion,  was  the  most  glorious  of  all  rewards. 
^T^  .      From  this  time  the  Romans  ga\*e  free  scope 
iw     to  their  ambition.  A  thousand  obstructions  bad 
"""•"^  hitherto  confiiu^d  them  within  the  bounds  of 
Italy  ;  but,  like  a  torrent  which  had  burst  its 
mound,  they  now  mslied  forth  to  overwhelm 
iIk^  surromulin^  nations.     Former  success  in- 
spiivil  them  wiUi  an  eager  desire  after  new  vic- 
tories.     Every  acquisition  ser\'ed  to   inflame 
them  with  a  love  of  eoncjuest;  and  the  immense 
wealth  which  thev  acquired  by  reducing  their 
enemies,  supplied  them  with  tne  means  of  suc- 
eeeiling  in  new  wars.  The  most  moderate  peo- 
ple could  scarcely  have  restrauied  the  progress 
of  their  enterprises  in  similar  circumstances ; 
but  what  nation  was  ever  less  moderate  than 
the  Romans,  when  they  hoj>ed  to  add  to  the 
gnnitm*^  of  the  republic  ? 
«^2^     1  ^^**^'l  l^^^"^"^  ^^^'^^^  some  expeditions  against 
iSJ^tho  Cauls  and  revolted  S|>aniards,  thati^-e  may 
come  to  the  wir  with  ^hicedon.     It  was  but  a 
few  yeai^s  befoiv,  that  Philip  II.  king  of  Mace- 
dim/had  ctMicludetl  a  general  i^eace,  in  which 
KtMue  causinl  her  allies  to  l>e  comprehended. 
Siitce  that  time  this  ivst less  prince  Md  assisted 
the  (^utlmginians,  and  disturbqAipe  Greeks 
by  new  ttttenq>ts.     Attains  kingWTpfergamus, 
tlW  UhiHlians,  and  the  Athenians,  sent  ambas- 
jtatUu^  to  Rome  to  complain  of  Philip.    As  the 
iHH^ple  weiY  desiixms  ot  it,  war  was  immediate- 
l\  tUvltti\Hl  apiinst  him,  and  the  decision  did 
not  ivnuun  long  in  sus|KMise.     Philip  was  de- 
ItMitinl  the  fuNt  eami>aijjn  by  Sulpicius  the  con- 
^i,     nwl     Quint  ins  Flamimus,  or  Flamininus,  the 
'J^^-piHHHmwuK  gttinetl  a  decisive  victory  over  him 
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near  Cynocephale  in  Thessaly,  where  the  ia- 
convenience  of  the  heavy  Macedonian  phalanx, 
in  an  uneven  country,  was  very  evidently  de- 
monstrated. This  victory  produced  a.  peace^ 
which  cost  the  king  a  tribute  of  a  thousand 
talente,  besides  being  obliged  to  deUver  up  all 
his  ships ;  and,  for  the  faithful  performance, 
his  son  Demetrius  was  g^iven  as  hostage. 

At  the  celebration  ot  the  Isthmian  games,  a  ^*«ty. 
decree  of  the  senate  and  Roman  people  was  i4,|Mnii^ 
published  by  the  proconsul,  declaring,  that  the  q^  ^5 
Greek  cities,  whicn  had  been  under  the  domi- 
nion of  the  king  of  Macedon,  were  thereby  re- 
stored to  liberty.  The  whole  assembly  joined 
in  acclamations.  They  admired,  they  extolled 
a  warlike  benevolent  people,  whose  sole  aim  in 
all  their  exploits  was  to  restore  liberty  to  man- 
kind. Stupid  joy !  Empty  praise !  We  shall 
see  presently  whether  the  Greeks  had  reason  to 
applaud  themselves  for  having  invited  the  Ro- 
mans into  their  country.  Greece  was  in  a  lan- 
guishing state  before  she  became  acquainted 
with  the  Roman  name ;  that  fatal  name  which 
foreboded  her  approaching  slavery. 

The  Etolians,  an  untractable  people,  who  had  The 
greatly  contributed  to  the  late  victory,  already  ofS^aTof 
accused  tlj^Elomans  of  a  breach  of  faith,  be-  ^^ 
cause  tbipBbpt  two  towns  of  the  country  in 
their  possession  ;  but  Nabis,  tyrant  of  Sparta, 
very  soon  had  greater  reason  to  complain.  Dur- 
ing the  war,  Flaminius  had  been  in  treaty  with 
him ;  but  when  that  was  at  an  end,  he  was  no 
longer  looked  upon  as  an  ally.  The  consul  at- 
tacked him  as  a  tyrant,  with  a  design  to  com- 
pel him  to  resign  Ar^s  ;  and,  having  besieged 
him  in  Sparta,  prescribed  the  terms  of  peace. 
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which  left  him  in  possession  of  his  own  territo- 
ries, after  the  Amans  were  restored  to  free- 
dom.   Undoubtedly  the  Romans  foresaw,  tlial 
the  states  of  Greece  beii^  rendered  indepen^- 
dent,  free  to  govern  themselves  by  their  own 
laws,  and  divided  into  a  number  of  small  re- 
publics, would  become  an  easier  prey.    They, 
therefore,  affected  to  assist  them  m  preserving 
tiiieir  liberty ;  but  this  zeal  for  Grecian  free- 
dom was  (mly  a  means  for  reducing  them  on 
the  first  favourable   opportunity,  which  the 
Etolians  saw  through,  aiul  immediately  solicit- 
ed the  assistance  of  a  protector. 
561.        Antiochus  the  Great,  king  of  Syria,  the  fifth 
^S^^  HI  succession  from  Seleucus,   was  the  enemy 
■gj^jj^whom  the  Etolians  stirred  up  to  oppose  the 
Romans.    Hannibal,  persecuted  by  the  restless 
ambition  of  that  repuolic,  had  taken  shelter  at 
his  court ;  for  while  that  hero  was  employed  in 
reforming  the  abuses,  and  endeavouring  to  re- 
pair the  misfortunes  of  his  country,  they  insist- 
ed upon  having  him  delivered  up  to  them.  Still 
more  exasperated  against  his  old  enemies,  if 
Antiochus  nad  placea  that  confidence  in  him  of 
which  he  was  truly  deserving,  he  might,  per- 
haps, have  amply  revenged  the  ruin  of  Car- 
thage. Hannibal  advised  that  mcNM|di  to  form 
aa  alliance  with  the  king  of  MaflRi,  and  to 
cajrry  the  war  into  Italy ;  but  neiSer  of  these 
advices  were  attended  to ;  and  as  every  thing 
was  conducted  imprudently,  of  course  nothing 
that  was  attempted  could  succeed. 
Tb^nnidRit     The  RcHnans,  on  the  other  hand,  procured 
'k^    the  most  inexhaustible  resources  from  tneir  con- 
summate policy.     Their  ambassadors  were  em- 
ployed  in  Asia  and  in  Greece  to  instil  sutpi- 
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cions  of  Hannibal,  and  to  enter  into  an  alliance 
with  Eumenes,  son  of  Attains,  king  of  Perga- 
mus.  The}r  secured  Phijip  and  the  Achean 
League,  which  was  still  gloriously  supported 
by  jrailopcBmen ;  they  preserved  the  niendf 
snip  of  the  Greeks,  to  whom  tb^  bare  name  of 
liberty  was  every  thing.  Jn  a  word,  they  took 
their  measures  with  such  prudence,  that  we 
need  not  be  sur^nised  at  tbeur  speaking  to  the 
powerful  monarch  of  Syri»  in  im  tone  of  supe^- 
riority. 

Tms  kingdom  was  still  ib»  greatest  of  all  ^^^y^ 
that  had  been  dismember^  from  the  vast  em- 
pire of  Alexander ;  but  the  Selwcidae,  in  their 
solicitude  to  reduce  Egypt,  had  neglected  the 
most  important  cares  of  goverament,  and,  be- 
sides, by  succeeding  to  the  power,  they  adopts 
ed  the  effeminate  manners  of  th^  Persians. 
The  Romans  were  to  them  what  the  Macedo- 
nians had  been  to  Darius.  Almost  all  the  revo- 
lutions which  have  happened  in  the  world  have 
originated  from  similar  causes. 

The  haughty  Antiochus  showed  as  great  a 
love  of  pleasure  at  the  breaking  out  of  this 
war  as  the  Etolians  manifested  muitary  ardour. 
Being  master  of  the  isle  of  Eubcea,  while  he 
was  at  ChaApis,  he  very  soon  forgot  the  purpose 
of  his  expe^tion.  lliough  fifty  years  of  a^, 
he  fell  distractedly  in  love  witJi  a  young  ^1, 
whom  he  married,  and,  sunk  in  the  bosom  of 
pleasure,  suffered  military  discipline  to  be  to- 
tally neglected.  He  was  suddenly  informed,  that 
Acilius  the  consul  was  advancing  a^uost  him 
with  the  greatest  speed,  which  macfe  him  hap- 
ten tQ  take  possession  of  the  Paas  at  Thermo- 
pylqe,  from  whence  be  sent  to  desire  succouis 
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from  the  Etolians,  as  his  troops  were  not  yet 
arrived  from  Asia.  The  Romans  arrived  ;  and 
Cato,  the  lieutenant  of  the  consul,  who  had 
borne  that  office  himself,  seized  upon  the  sum- 
mit of  the  defile  by  the  same  path  which  Xerxes 
and  Brennus  had  formerly  taicen,  poured  down 
upon  the  enemy,  put  them  in  disorder,  and  the 
victory  was  completed  by  Acilius.  Antiochus 
saved  nimself  by  flight,  with  about  five  hundred 
men,  and  Euboea  was  retaken.  The  Etolians, 
after  a  vigorous  defence,  lost  Heraclea,  their 
capital.  Lamia  was  taken  from  them  by  Philip; 
and,  being  besieged  in  Naupactus,  they  begged 
a  truce,  that  they  might  make  their  submission 
to  Rome,  and  it  was  granted  ;  but  their  depu- 
ties refusing  to  submit  to  the  will  of  the  se- 
nate, which,  however,  was  not  explained  to 
them,  they  were  ordered  to  quit  llome  that 
very  day.  Here  we  find  the  Romans  most  des- 
potic tyrants. 
063.  L,  Scipio,  a  new  consul,  set  out  to  finish  the 

^^    war,  attended  by  his  brother  Scipio  Africanus. 
^jjjj^^  That  great  man  had  desired  leave  to  serve  un- 
put      der  his  brother.     In  their  march  through  the 
*" '"^ ******  dominions  of  the  king  of  Macedon,   they,  in 
the  name  of  the  Roman  pconlc,  remitted  to 
him  the  remainder  of  the  trioute  he  was  to 
have  paid.    They  restored  his  soif  Demetrius ; 
and,  in  his  humiliation,  he  was  made  sensible 
that  his  services  were   rewarded.     Antiochus 
trembled  for  his  fate  in  Asia  ;  the  more  so,  as 
the  loss  of  a  naval  engagement  foreboded  new 
misfortunes  ;  and,  instead  of  bravely  defending 
the  coasts  of  the  Hellespont,  witharew  his  ar- 
my, by  which  means  Asia  was  exposed  to  the 
Romans,  who,  being  resolved  to  establish  their 


war. 
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power  in  that  country,  rejected  all  proposals  of 
accommodation.  The  king,  therefore,  unwil- 
lingly determined  to  hazard  an  engagement ; 
and,  with  an  army  of  eighty  thousand  men,  and 
fifty-four  elephants,  a&:ainst  thirty  thousand 
men,  he  was  entirely  defeated  by  the  consul 
near  Magnesia,  and  fled  all  the  way  to  Antioch, 
from  whence  he  sent  to  sue  for  a  peace. 

Scipio  Africanus,  declaring  the  resolutions  of  ^^i^J" 
the  council  to  the  ambassadors,  said,  *  That  the^~ 
Romans  did  not  suffer  themselves  to  be  depress- 
ed by  adversity,  or  elated  by  prosperity  ;  that 
they  were  willmg  to  grant  the  same  terms  after 

gaining  a  victory  which  they  had  demanded 
efore  the  engagement ;  that  Antiochus  must 
evacuate  all  Asia  to  the  west  of  Mount  Taurus ; 
pay  the  whole  expense  of  the  war,  valued  at 
fifteen  thousand  talents,  and  give  twenty  hos- 
tages, '  &c. ;  and,  besides,  to  remove  all  cause 
of  distrust,  he  was  to  deliver  up  Hannibal,  and 
Thoas  the  Etolian.  These  conditions  were  ac- 
cepted ;  and  Hannibal,  wandering  from  asylum 
to  asylimi,  the  constant  object  of  Roman  per- 
secution, at  last  died  in  the  dominions  of  Pru- 
sias,  king  of  Bithynia,  the  enemy  of  Eume- 
nes. 

The  Rhodians,  who  had  performed  eminent  ^  5"^ 
services  m  the  course  of  the  war,  sent  deputies  T«wuded 
to  Rome  to  procure  the  liberty  of  the  Grecian  **^""^ 
cities  in  Asia.     Eumenes,  whose  alliance  had 
been  eq^ually  useful,  sent  ambassadors  to  demand   ^ 
the  spoils  of  Antiochus.    This  was  a  subject  of 
such  a  deUcate  nature  as  to  require  the  most 
mature  deliberation.     Policy  required  that  the 
kings  their  allies  should  be  indulged  ;  but  glo- 
ry demanded  that  they  should  behave  in  the 
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same  manner  to  the  Greeks  in  Asia  as  to  those 
in  Europe.  However,  at  last  they  found  a  means 
to  satisfy  both  Eumenes  and  the  Rhodians. 
They  gave  him  I^ycaonia,  Phrygia,  and  Mysia. 
To  the  others  they  decreed  Lycia,  with  a  p^rt 
of  Caria  and  Pisidia,  securing  the  freedom  of 
those  cities  that  enjoyed  it  before  the  defeat  of 
Antiochus.  There  was  something  grand  in 
making  gifts  of  provinces ;  but  it  would  have 
been  much  more  noble  to  have  secured  th^ 
freedom  of  all  Greece,  as  they  affected  to  pro- 
mise. Rome  dazzled  this  whole  world,  but,  in 
fact,  only  fought  with  a  vi^w  of  aggrandizing 
her  own  empire. 


CHAPTER  II. 

CATO    THE    CENSOR.      WAR    AGAINST     PERSIA.       IK- 
JUSTICE  AND  AMBITION  OF  THE  ROMANS. 

The RonuiM  This  war,  which  procured  the  name  of  Asiati- 
u*S?lSijLi  <^us  to  L.  Scipio,  yet  proved  fatal  to  the  Ro- 
m  AMtm.   nians,  whose  simple  and  austere  manners  were 
very  soon  corrupted  by  all  the  vices  usually  at- 
tendant on  the  possession  of  wealth.     By  ac- 
quiring a  relish  for  the  pleasures  of  Asia,  a  life 
of  virtue  was  no  longer  agreeable,  and  in  the 
bosom  of  prosperity  the  seeds  of  every  evil 
sprung  up.  Must  all  nations,  in  this  respect,  re- 
semble one  another  ? 
stnerity  nf      Had  it  bceii  possible  to  check  the  progress 
tiJcenwr.  of  this  growiug  mischief,  it  might  have  been 
done  by  the  famous  Cato,  a  person  of  consular 


s 


OF  TH£  ROMANS.  11 

dignity,  a  zealous  friend  to  rural  employments 
and  firugality,  and  the  declared  enemy  of  every 
species  of  luxury;  but  whose  economy  was 
cnai^ed  with  being  the  effect  of  avarice,  and 
whose  character  of  inflexible  severity  and  vehe- 
ment temper,  made  him  incapable  of  restrain- 
ing himself  within  proper  bounds. 

In  the  year  558,  he,  with  excessive  zeal,  op-  nmwuitor 
posed  the  annulling  of  the  Oppian  law,  which  oppulJbw. 
did  not  permit  the  Koman  laaies  to  wear  more 
than  half  an  ounce  of  gold  in  their  dress,  and 
iTohibited  the  use  of  chariots  and  clothes  of 
ifEerent  colours.  This  law  was  enacted  at  the 
time  that  Hannibal  was  laying  waste  the  coim- 
try  of  Italy,  and  threatening  toe  destruction  of 
Biome.  Vvhen  the  war  with  Carthage  was  at 
an  end,  the  motive  for  passing  the  law  no  long- 
er existed,  the  women,  therefore,  used  all  their 
influence  to  have  it  annulled;  and,  notwith- 
standing the  most  furious  railings  of  Cato,  who 
was  then  ocmsul,  they  carried  their  point.   The 

Eassion  for  dress,  which  is  natural  to  the  sex, 
ad  not  at  that  time  degenerated  into  ruinous 
ostentation.  The  ladies,  desirous  of  being  dis- 
tinguished from  the  common  people,  only  laid 
claim  to  their  ancient  privileges,  and  the  liber- 
ty of  indulging  in  the  use  of  their  own  proper- 
ty. C^to  foresaw  the  consequences  of  luxury, 
and  foretold  the  abuses  and  destructive  excess 
to  which  they  were  hastening.  But  could  not 
these  have  been  prevented  by  some  more  gentle 
means ;  or  could  he  expect  that  they  would  al- 
ways ccmtinue  to  lead  a  life  of  poverty  after 
they  were  become  opulent  ?  .  ?^  . 

tt  is  not  possible  to  find  an  excuse  for  his  ha-    '^u» 
tred  against  the  two  Scipios,  nor  for  the  manner  *j^. 


on- 
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in  which  it  was  displayed.  His  first  hlow  was 
levelled  against  Africanus,  who,  at  his  instiga- 
tion, was  accused  by  two  of  the  tribunes  be- 
fore the  people,  of  having,  among  other  things, 
allowed  nimself  to  be  oribed  by  Antiochus. 
The  noble  Africamu$  made  liis  appearance  on 
the  day  destined  for  trial ;  and,  disdaining  to 
offer  any  vindication  of  himself,  tore  in  pieces 
the  accounts.  On  such  a  day  as  thiSj  said  he,  / 
conquered  Hannibal  and  Carthage.  Follow  me,  O 
ye  Rinnans^  to  the  Capitol,  and  let  us  return  thanks 
to  tlie  immortal  gods.  He  was  followed  by  the 
whole  assembly,  and  his  accusers  left  in  amaze- 
ment. Having  received  another  smnmons,  this 
great  man  retired  to  his  house  in  the  country, 
where  he  died  at  forty-seven  years  of  age.    He 

Possessed  a  degree  of  merit  aimpst  unknown  to 
is  country.  To  all  the  qualities  of  a  great  hero, 
he  added  a  love  of  learning  and  the  most  a- 
greeable  manners  ;  and  ought  to  be  regarded 
as  the  chief  model  by  whicn  the  Romans  form* 
ed  themselves. 
Cf«^"  After  his  death,  Cato  prosecuted  his  brother 
ti!Cto  be  Asiaticus  with  the  same  animosity,  and  let  loose 
,:^|^2^^  against  him  the  same  accusers.  He  caused  the 
conqueror  of  Antiochus  to  be  condemned  to 
pay  a  heavy  fine,  for  having  received  an  im- 
mense sum  of  money  from  that  prince,  in  or- 
der to  obtain  for  him  favourable  terms  of  peace. 
But  when  his  whole  property  was  sefzed,  there 
was  not  the  least  vestige  of  corruption  to  be 
found,  nay,  not  enough  to  dischai-ge  the  fine. 
At  last  his  innocence  was  acknowledged,  and 
an  atonement  made  for  the  iniquitous  sentence. 
Sempronius  Gi*acchus,  though  a  tribune  of  the 
people,  boldly  defended  the  two  brothers.     He 
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«^ 

was  rewarded  by  obtaining*  the  famous  Corne- 
lia, the  daughter  of  Scipio  Africanus,  in  mar- 
riage.  We  shall  see  her  children  acting  a  very 
important  part  in  the  afiairs  of  the  republic. 

Cato  gave  vent  to  the  bitterness  ot  his  own  in  the  oflke 
gall,  and  to  the  indulgence  of  personal  enmity,  J^^SJ^ 
under  the  mask  of  a  rigid  zeal,  which  flattered  '^  hmuOM. 
the  passions  of  the  people.  Being  raised  to  the 
office  of  censor,  he  discnarged  the  duties  like  a 
merciless  reformer,  though  his  own  private 
conduct  was  by  no  means  unexceptionable.  He 
degraded  a  senator,  for  having  only  saluted  his 
wife  in  the  presence  of  his  daughters.  With- 
out assigning  any  reason,  he  excluded  Scipio 
Africanus  from  the  order  of  knights,  into 
i^hich  he  had  entered  after  his  disgrace,  and 
reduced  him  to  a  level  with  the  lowest  citizen. 
He  condenmed  all  who  wore  any  superfluous 
ornament.  By  these  means  he  imposed  upon 
the  short-sighted  populace,  who  are  always 
pleased  with  that  excessive  severity  of  manners 
which  is  so  suited  to  their  own  condition.  They 
decreed  a  statue  to  him  ;  and  so  great  was  his 
credit,  that  though  he  was  tried  no  less  than 
forty-four  different  times,  he  was  always  ac- 
quitted. Whatever  was  the  merit  of  Cato  the 
Censor,  he  was  more  indebted  for  his  influence 
to  popular  prejudice  than  to  his  own  desert.  It 
is  tnus  that  the  multitude  are  governed  by  en- 
thusiasts. 

Besides,  such  was  the  universal  corruption  of  Disoomy 
morals,  that  the  severest  remedies  were  oecome  .^euLhed 
necessary.     In  567,  two  years  before  Cato  was    *^^^' 
chosen  censor,  the  consuls  discovered  an  abo- 
minable society,  formed  in  different  places,  who, 
on  pretence  of  celebrating  the  fipasts  of  Bac- 
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clius,  wei-e  guilty  of  the  most  shtoieful  disor^ 
clei^s.  About  seven  thousiuid  of  both  sexes  were 
concenied,  of  whom  numbers  were  put  to  deaths 
und  die  rest  either  fled  or  killed  themselves* 
However,  the  abolition  of  the  Bacchanalia  did 
not  stem  the  torrent  of  vice. 
«r      The  Romans  entered  into  new  wars,  in  which 


j^J^^io.  ^^ir  ambition  ^vas  more  and  more  displayed. 
The  language  of  a  decree  in  favour  of  the  Sta* 
lyella?,  a  people  of  Lis^ia,  is  worthy  of  admi-> 
ration,  f  tctonf  is  ghnaus  token  it  is  satisfied  xvith 
ike  reduction  ^an  enemy^  but  becomes  hat^fidwhen 
it  prates  (Oppressive  to  Uie  miserable.  If  this  equi* 
taule  maxim  had  been  attended  to  by  the  Ro^ 
mans,  they  would  not  have  been  reproached 
witli  having  seldom  behaved  to  their  enemies 
with  moderation,  except  when  their  political 
views  required  it ;  or  of  having  been  ingenious 
ill  liiidiiig  pretences  for  subjecting  those  nations 
to  whom    thej  declared  themselves  friends^ 
Hlieir  history  is  nothing  but  a  series  of  acts  of 
injustice  more  or  less  disguised, 
.v^         A  new  stonu  threatenra  Macedonia.    Philip, 
!i"^ir?*^^^  liated  the  KonMUis  to  the  last,  without  be- 
M.«M^Mii   iii^  )il>le  to  wipe  away  the  shame  of  the  battles 
>u>!!w  he  tiad  lost^  had  been  a  few  years  dead,  after 
luttiiig  to  death  his  son  Demetrius,  whom  he 
lad  formerly  sent  as  hoste^  to  Rome,  on  a  false 
aceuMtioii  brought  by  his  brother  Perseus,  who 
WHS  alniid  that  the  protection  of  the  Roiiians« 
and  tlK'  perMiial  merit  of  D^netrius,  would  de- 
pi  w  him  of  tlie  crown.  Perseus  havmg  by  this 
enormous  villaiiy  succeeded  to  the  throne  of  his 
father,  most  imprudently  gave  a  loose  to  the 
liatrtHl  lie  had  conceived  against  the  Romans, 
Hiul,  making  prejMiratioiis  himscU;  endeavoured 
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to  prevail  upon  the  Grecian  states  to  join  him  ; 
but  the  Romans  being  informed  of  his  designs 
by  Eumenes,  immediately  resolved  upon  a  war. 
Upon  this  news,  Perseus  offered  every  kind  of 
satisfaction  the  Romans  chose  to  demand  ;  but 
the  senate  told  his  ambassadors,  tliat  one  of  the 
consuls  was  ready  to  march  into  Macedonia ; 
and  if  the  king  had  any  good  intentions  he  might 
treat  upon  the  spot,  tor  they  were  resolved  to 
listen  to  no  proposals  but  with  their  aims  in 
their  hands. 

The  consul  Licinius  very  soon  arrived,  and  The  rLm» 
the  king,  after  gaining  a  victory,  offered  to  con-  ,,J^^J2;^ 
elude  a  peace  upon  the  terms  which  had  been  the 
nanted  to  his  father ;  but  here  the  Roman  stea-  m***»*" 
diuess  appeared  in  the  fairest  light ;  for  Lici« 
nius,  thoi^h  vanquished,  boldly  declared,  that 
Perseus  should  not  obtain  peace  but  by  yield- 
ing up  his  kingdom  to  the  discretion  of  the 
Romans.  An  obstinate  and  inflexible  firmness 
at  length  triumphed  over  every  obstacle.  That 
prince,  who,  besides  his  being  cruel,  avarici- 
ous, and  timid,  was  incapable  of  gaining  allies 
to  support  his  interest,  or  of  mi^ng  himself 
fonnioable  to  his  enemies,  was  totally  defeated 
the  fourth  year  of  the  war  by  Paulus  Emilius. 
The  Macedonian  phalanx  was  routed,  by  at- 
tacking it  on  all  sides  with  platoons,  in  propor- 
tion as  it  happened  to  be  driven  into  aisorder 
by  its  movements,  which  was  the  only  means  of 
breaking  it.  Perseus  fled,  and,  being  abandon- 
ed by  his  subjects,  surrendered  to  the  con* 
queror.  He  wafked  in  a  mourning  habit  before 
the  triumphal  car  at  Rome,  where  he  died  in 
captivity.  The  Macedonians  were  declared 
free  ;  but  the  kingdom  of  Macedonia  was  add^ 
ed  to  the  number  of  Roman  provinces. 
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i>i»iIm*w       This  conquest  ought  to  be  ascribed' equally 
*"'i^"l3JJ**to  the  A'alour  and  prudence  of  Paulus  Emilius* 
*^>»^**»   Being   advised   by   Scipio  Nasica  to  engage 
tile  enemy  sooner  than  was  proper,  alleging 
that  the  w\ay  would  be  imputed  to  cowardice. 
At  your  age  I  spoke  as  you  do,  rcplied  he ;  but  at 
nufie^  you  xvill  act  as  I  do.  After  having  enriched 
the  state,  he  continued  to  live  in  the  greatest 
nuHienition ;  and  Cicero  could  not  add  more  to 
his  praise,  when  he  said,  that  he  carried  nothing 
to  his  hofme  but  inmiortal  honour.  Two  of  his  sons 
were  carried  oil*  by  sudden  deaths  ;  and  when 
he  was  aflenvards  naranguing  the  people,  he 
declaivd,  that  he  would  cheerfully  submit  to 
this  misfortune,  provided  the  gods  would  deign 
to  avert  the  evils  with  which  the  republic  was 
threatened  by  such  a  flow  of  success ;  the  sen- 
timent of  a  truly  wise  man,  who  knows  how  fa- 
tal a  )M)ison  is  prosperity*  not  only  to  individu- 
als, but  likewise  to  societies  ana  empires !  In 
fact,  Rome  was  ruined  by  her  victories. 
'^tJSlljr*     Greece  was  very  soon  made  sensible  of  the 
•"^"^   weight  of  the  Rommi  yoke.    The  fierpe  Eto- 
lians  priKnnxHl  a  |>eace  upon  the  hardest  terms. 
'Jliey  weix?  conqH'Ued  always  to  serve  under  the 
generals  of  the  ivpublic,  and  never  to  assist  her 
enemies  or  those  of  her  allies,  and  to  pay  a  tri- 
bute of  five  hundred  talents  in  the  space  of  six 
,)  years.    U'his  was  the  punishment  ot  their  at- 

tempts. And  it  was  with  a  jealous  eye  that 
Htune  still  saw  the  Aehean  League  continue  to 
pivserve  some  ivmains  of  liberty. 
nti-.s«liMH  IMiiloiMemen,  who  has  Ik^u  called  the  last 
ii(-!i!l(Ii3.  tif  ihe  (iiwks,  was  lately  dead  ;  less  modenitc 
(luiu  liiN  miKlel  K|mminondas,  he  hud  conqieU 
lt»ti  (lie  S|mrians  to  join  the  Aehean  JLieague, 
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after  having  abolished  the  laws  of  Lycurgus, 
and  committed  a  number  of  outrages.  Having 
been  taken  prisoner,  and  poisoned  by  the  Mes- 
senian  rebels,  the  Acheans  had  no  leader  to 
conduct  them ;  and,  in  these  circumstances,  the 
Roman  senate  set  themselves  up  as  judges  of  a 
free  people ;  dispersed  such  citizens  as  they 
chiefly  suspected ;  and  thus  prepared  for  the 
total  subjection  of  Greece,  to  whose  misfortune 
the  ruin  of  Perseus  was  a  prelude,  there  being 
no  barrier  left  against  the  ambition  of  these  in- 
satiable conquerors. 

But  the  Roman  character  is  discovered  in  no-i>«i»tiebe. 
thing  so  much  as  in  their  behaviour  to  Syria.  tbe^R^LiM 
Popilius  Laena,  in  the  name  of  the  senate,  for-  ••^^y™- 
bid  Antiochus  Epiphanes,  the  usurper,  to  at- 
tempt any  conquest  in  £g^pt ;  and,  having 
drawn  a  circle  round  that  monarch,  Before  you 
stir  out  qf  tfUs^  said  he,  t/ou  must  gwe  an  an^ 
swer  to  the  senate.  Antiochus  replied,  that  he 
would  obey.  He  sent  ambassaaors  to  Rome, 
who  were  haughtily  told,  That  their  master  was 
congratulated  upon  ms  hmmg  given  a  proof  qf  his 
obedience.  After  the  death  of  that  prince  in 
589,  they  excluded  Demetrius,  the  lawful  heir, 
from  the  crown,  in  favour  of  Antiochus  Eupa- 
tor,  the  son  of  Epiphanes,  whose  infancy  left 
their  ambitious  views  without  restraint.  They 
declared  Eupator  the  ward  of  the  republic, 
without  even  deigning  to  consult  the  Syrians, 
and  sent  three  members  of  the  senate  to  manage 
the  government,  in  quality  of  ^ardians,  with 
instructions  to  weaken  the  kingdom  as  much  as 
possible.  Rome  now  aimed  at  the  conquest  of 
the  world,  to  which  the  destruction  of  Carthage 
paved  the  way. 

VOL.  II.  B 
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CHAPTER  in. 

THE    THIRB   FUNIC  WAR.       THE   ROMANS   DESTROY 
CARTHAGE,  CORINTH,  AND  NUBfANTIA. 

tw  HM  ^l^t£  old  kiag  Masinissa  having  for  a  consider- 
iSuiic  iwfv  |||)le  time  been  entirely  devoted  to  the  Romans, 
and  secure  of  their  protection,  seized  some  lands 
which  belonged  to  the  territory  of  Carthage, 
and  coimnissioners  were  sent  from  Rome  to  de- 
cide the  dispute,  Cato  was  one  of  the  number, 
who,  at  his  return,  gave  an  alarming  picture  of 
the  strength  of  the  Carthaginians,  declared  that 
they  were  arming  against  tne  republic,  and  in- 
cessantly repeated  uiat  Carthage  must  be  de- 
atroyed«  Scipio  Nasica,  a  man  of  more  mode- 
ratiim  and  prudence,  always  contended  against 
this  sentiment,  as  being  Doth  violent  and  ha- 
lardous.  But  the  king  of  Numidia  having  obli- 
ged the  Carthaginians  to  arm  for  their  own  pre- 
servation, Nasica,  whose  mediation  had  put  an 
end  to  the  dispute,  being  insulted  by  the  popu- 
lace of  Carthag^,  and  the  war  being  rekmdled 
between  Masinissa  and  that  nation,  it  was  im- 
possible but  that  Rome  would  at  last  seize  the 
opportunity  to  establish  her  dominion  in  Afri- 
ca. 
aM,  She  sent  ambassadors  imder  a  pretence  of  re- 
dfcw^ww  ^t^M^ij^g  peace,  but,  in  fact,  to  watch  favourable 
•i'^Jjjj*  conjimctures  for  her  own  purposes.  The  Car- 
1  iaUmT  thaginians  were  defeated  by  Masinissa  in  a  great 
battle ;  and  his  son  Gulassa  massacred  fifty- 
eight  thousand  men  who  had  laid  down  their 
unns  ;  upon  which  the  ambassadors,  throwing 
otr  the  mask,  declared  war  against  the  vanquish- 
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ed ;  a  most  detestable  conduct,  which  was  fol- 
lowed by  transactions  still  more  iniamous. 

The  terrified  Carthaginians  attempted  to  ward 
off* the  blow,  by  making  the  most  hmnble  submis* 
sions,  and  even  offered  to  acknowledge  them- 
selves the  subjects  of  Rome.  The  Roman  se- 
nate promised  to  leave  them  their  liberty,  on 
condition  that  they  should  perform  whatever 
was  required  of  them  by  the  consuls,  and  that 
they  should  send  three  hundred  hostages.  Upon 
this  they  gave  a  loose  to  the  transports  of  joy, 
as  if  they  had  nothing  to  apprehend,  and,  m 

f>erfect  confidence,  sent  the  hostages,  though  a 
ew  of  the  most  intelligent  senators  suspected 
some  treachery.  In  the  mean  time,  the  consuls 
Marcius  and  Manilius  arrived  at  the  head  of  a 
powerful  army,  and,  in  a  most  splendid  manner, 
received  the  deputies  of  Carthage,  who  came  to 
know  ther  intentions,  and  to  complain  of  such 
an  hostile  preparation.  *  You  are  now  imder  the 
protection  of  Rome, '  said  the  consuls^  and  have 
no  longer  occ^ion  for  those  arms  with  which 
your  magazines  are  filled.  Let  them  be  brought 
to  us  as  a  proof  of  your  sincerity.  *  They  re- 
monstrated in  vain  tnat  Carthage  was  surround- 
ed with  enemies,  and  that  arms  were  necessary 
for  their  protection.  Bx)me  has  undertaken  to  de^ 
fend  you,  therefore  obey.  This  answer  left  them 
without  any  reply,  and  they  submitted.  Could 
they  have  suspected  this  most  shameful  treach- 
ery ? 

When  the  Carthaginians  tirere  stript  of  their  ^n«.<>rtfc«- 
arms  and  instnunents  of  war,  the  consuls  were  J^^n^ 
not  ashamed  to  declare  that  their  city  must  be  y,^^ 
destroyed ;  but  that  they  might  settle  elsewhere, 
though  without  any  fortification,  and  at  least 
ten  miles  distant  from  tbe  sea.    This  thunder- 
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stroke,  by  driving  them  to  despair,  revived  their 
courage.  The  people  massacred  those  senators 
by  whose  advice  their  arms  had  been  delivered, 
and  they  be?an  to  forge  others  with  incredible 
ardour.  Palaces  and  temples  were  converted 
into  workshops ;  gold,  silver,  vases,  and  statues, 
supplied  the  want  of  brass  and  iron.  The  wo- 
men sacrificed  their  ornaments,  and  even  cut  oft* 
their  hair  to  make  cordage.  The  Romans,  per- 
suaded that  a  city  without  arms  could  make  no 
resistance,  made  an  attack,  and  were  repulsed  ; 
and  their  fleet  was  reduced  to  ashes  by  the  Car- 
thaginian fireships. 

scipioEmi-     Asdrubal,  the  Carthaginian  general,  would 
Jt^^  have  cut  the  consular  army  in  pieces  if  they 

Ronuuianiiyhad  Hot  been  protected  by  Scipio  EmiUanus, 
the  son  of  Paulus  Emilius,  ana  grandson  by 
adoption  of  Scipio  Africanus,  of  whose  great 
merit  he  was  a  worthy  rival.  That  hero,  with 
three  hundred  hcwrse,  covered  the  retreat  of  the 
Roman  legions,  while  they  passed  a  river  in 
sight  of  the  victorious  enemy.  His  behaviour 
and  exploits  even  wrested  an  encomium  from 
old  Cato,  who  had  never  before  commended  any 
man;  but,  though  he  praised  Scipio,  his  gall  was 
dischai]ged  agamst  the  other  officers.  If  Uato  ne- 
'  ver  praised  any  one  before  that  time,  can  we  look 
upon  himself  as  being  praiseworthy  ? 
606.         This  important  war  was  to  be  decided  by 

cTSi^ISJL  Scipio,  who,  though  he  was  but  thirtj-seven 

«'"»»«^    years  of  age,  and  the  Villian  law,  which  had 

passed  some  time  before,  had  decreed,  that  no 

person  could  be  elected  consul  till  forty-three 

^ears  of  age,  yet  he  was  not  only  chosen  consul, 

wit  without  drawing  lots,  as  was  the  custom, 

had  Africa  assigned  for  his  deoartment.    He 

very  soon  did  credit  to  their  cnoice,  for  Car- 
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but 


OF  THE  ROMANS.  21 

thage  was  blocked  up  and  reduced  to  famine^ 
The  Carthagiaians  offered  to  submit  to  any 
terms  the  Romans  chose  to  prescribe,  provided 
that  their  city  mi^ht  be  preserved  ;  but  Scipio, 
not  having  it  in  nis  power  to  prefer  humanity 
to  revenge,  was  obliged  to  reject  their  offers. 

The  HiDmans,  by  means  of  a  false  attack,  got  eo7. 
possession  of  one  of  the  gates,  and,  entering  the  "^^SSjJT* 
city,  set  fire  to  the  hous^,  and  put  all  who  op*  CwtiMSi. 
posed  them  to  the  sword.  The  naughty  Asdru- 
bal  basely  stooped  to  beg  his  life;  while  his 
high-spinted  wife,  loading  him  with  reproach* 
es,  stabbed  her  children,  and  threw  herself  head^^ 
long  into  the  flames.  The  city  was  given  up  to 
be  pillaged ;  and  Scipio,  who  obeyed  the  cruel 
mandates  of  the  senate  with  the  utmost  regret, 
destroyed  it  entirely  by  fire,  which  continued 
burning  seventeen  oays.  A  splendid  triumph, 
and  the  summne  of  Africanus,  crowned  the  ex- 
pedition of  the  proconsul,  for  the  year  of  his 
consulship  was  expired.  He  was  seconded  in 
this  war  dv  his  friend  Lcelius,  the  son  of  the 
firiend  of  the  first  Scipio  Africanus,  and  by  Po- 
lybius  the  historian,  a  man  worthy  to  record 
his  heroic  actions. 

At  sight  of  such  a  flourishing  city  given  up  rhitiumm 
to  slaughter,  and  buried  in  flames,  whatever  "^SH^ 
censure  the  Carthag^inians  might  have  deserved,  fcnr  -^  ww. 
it  b  impossible  to  withhold  a  just  indignation 
against  the  Romans.   But  what  f^bpye  all  shocks 
.  human  nature  is,  to  see  them  sanctifying  all  the 
horrors  of  war  by  religious  ceremomes.     They 
solemnly  devoted  their  enemies  to  the  infernal 
eods,  and  Scipio  performed  the  ceremony.  The 
form  which  he  pronounced  is  extraordinary.    O 
f!rea4/Ul  Pfuto,  let  terror  and  vengeance  hose  a- 
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gahst  tite  Carthaghnans  !  May  Ae  cities  and  peo^ 
pk  who  have  taken  up  arms  against  us  be  destroy^ 
ed!  Toyou^  Oyejuries,  in  my  name^  and  in  the 
name  qf  the  senate  and  Roman  peapk^  I  devote  all 
the  eMmies  qfthe  republic.  To  resist  the  tyran- 
ny of  Rome  was  enough  then  to  be  made  a  vic- 
tim to  the  infernal  gods !  Such  imprecations 
might  undoubtedly  increase  the  military  ardour 
and  confidence  of  the  soldiers,  but  how  shock- 
ing must  they  be  to  a  feeling  heart ! 
iHiMft  Montesquieu  has  clearly  explained  the  causes 
.!^^!l!Mk  of  the  superiority  which  Rome  had  over  Car- 
f  kSiv  ^l?®'  I  ^^^^  ^^^y  q^ote  one  or  two  of  his 
reflexions  *  The  Carthaginians, '  said  he,  *  who 
op|)oscd  their  great  wesSth  to  the  Roman  po- 
verty, even  from  that  cause  laboured  under 
eminent  disadN^antages ;  for  gold  and  silver  may 
be  exliausted,  but  virtue,  constancy,  strength, 
and  |H>verty,  never  can.  The  ambition  of  the 
Kiunans  sprung  from  pride,  that  of  the  Cartha- 
ginians fn>m  a\*arice.  The  one  were  desirous 
to  iHnnmand,  the  other  to  accumulate.  The 
la^t,  who  were  always  calculating  the  profit  and 
tht>  e\|wnse,  carried  on  war  without  loving  it. 
Kvcn  the  conquests  of  Hannibal  changed  the 
lace  of  tliat  war.  Conquests  are  not  difficult, 
iHH'ausH'  tlicy  arc  made  with  the  whole  force 
tliat  cai\  bo  exerted ;  but  are  not  easily  pre- 
•K^rviHl.  because  they  can  be  guarded  only  by  a 
|mrt  ol  it.  •  We  may  add,  tlmt  a  military  peo- 
ple numt  naturally  conquer  a  nation  ot  mer- 
oliantH. 
^9j^  Thin  name  year  saw  the  destruction  of  Corinth 
iSBm  Md  the  lilierty  of  Greece  totally  annihilated. 
Hmm,  9j^\^^  HomauN,  whose  affiscted  mooeration  dege- 
nerated into  a  sort  of  tyranny,  when  circum- 
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stances  put  it  in  their  power  to  crush  those 
whom  they  once  caressed,  redconed  it  sound 
policy  to  keep  up  a  division  among  those  states ; 
to  protect  traitors  who  were  of  use  to  them ; 
to  mterpose  their  authority  in  all  disputes,  and 
gradviaUy  to  assume  the  same  power  as  if  they 
nad  conquered  Greece,  inst^^  of  having  de- 
clared it  free. 

The  Achaeans,  whom  they  hadrespected  ^Hbile'^^AdiM* 
it  was  necessary,  were  disgusted  with  this  con- ««  «J7mv 
duct.  The  Romans,  no  longer  in  dread  of  Ma-  *****•"**• 
cedonia,  were  desirous  to  reduce  them.  Three 
adventurers,  pretending  to  be  sons  of  Perseus, 
had  successively  attempted  the  conquest  of  that 
kingdom,  but  were  easily  defeated.  Metellus 
the  praetor  haying  nothing  to  apprehend  from 
that  quarter,  turned  his  arms  against  the  Achae- 
ans,  who  had  been  hurried  to  me  precipice  by 
two  violent  leaders,  Critolaus  and  Dieus,  and 
defeated  them.  Mummius  the  consul  finished 
the  war  by  storming  and  destroying  Cormth,  a 
city  which  had  been  built  about  mne  hundred 
and  fifty  years,  and  was  one  of  the  most  flou- 
rishing in  Europe.  Greece  was  reduced  to  a 
Roman  province,  under  the  name  of  Achaia. 

Rome  enriched  and  decorated  herself  ^ith^^^JJJjjL 
new  spoils.  The  masterpieces  of  art  which  were    um  ^ 
carried  thither,  added  to  the  poisoned  fruits  oP^^J^- 
their  Asiatic  conauests,  introduced  taste,  which 
was  very  soon  followed  by  a  total  corruption  of 
morals.    Patercuhis  relates  a  remarkable  in- 
stance of  the  ignorance  of  Mummius.  Tliat  ^- 
neral  told  the  people  who  were  charged  witli 
the  care  of  conveying  the  most  valuable  pic- 
tures and  statues  of  Corinth  to  Rome,  that  if 
any  piece  was  lost  or  spoilt,  they  should  be 
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obliged  to  furnish  one  eijiially  good  at  their 
own  expense.  The  historian  does  not  hesitate 
to  wefer  this  rustic  ignorance  as  more  benefi- 
cial to  the  state,  than  the  refinement  of  his 
own  times.  Mummius,  who  was  as  disinterest- 
ed as  he  was  brave,  kept  nothing  for  himself  of 
ail  the  wealth  and  rarities  that  were  taken  at 
Corinth.  But  if  his  manners,  and  the  manners 
of  his  country  had  been  polished  by  a  taste  for 
the  fine  arts,  would  Corinth  have  been  given 
up  to  be  destroyed  by  sword  and  fire  ?  It  is  a 
great  misfortune  for  states  to  become  corrupt- 
ed by  luxury  ;  but  it  is  worse  when  they  ae- 
stroy  tliemselves  by  barbarism.  Happy  is  it  for 
tuen  w4\cn  they  can  keep  between  tne  two  ex- 
tremes ;  to  be  virtuous  with  elegance,  polished 
and  cnligliteiu^  without  corruption. 

»^»  '^^^''^  ^''^^  ^''^  ^'^^^^  CVuthage  was  ended, 

JtilH^  N'iriathu!!,  the  general  of  the  jLusitanians  in 
•^"JIJJJJ^^  8|Hun,  R  great  cimmmnder,  stirred  up  difierent 
nations  to  rebel  against  Kome.    He  was  desir- 
ous of  founding  a  kingdom  by  his  conquests, 
and  HiitHH^cHlctK     Having  it  in  his  power  to  de- 
iitit>y  %\w  Hontaii  army,  ne  >itis  satisfied  with  a 
tivatv  nX  |HHivr,  which*  secured  to  him  the  coun- 
tl'Y   ht^    ahvadv  |H>Hi)essed,    leaving    the   rest 
ikf  K|Hiiu  to  tl\oHe  iniquitous  oppressors;  but 
iiw\  rt^vrngetl  X\w  defeats  tliey  haa  received  by 
a  picHH:^  of  execrable  treachery*.    Ser\'ilius  Cie- 
piiH  the  (Hiiu^ul,  procuretl  oruers  to  break  the 
peai?t>,  nuddenlv  attacked  Viriathus,  pursued 
nhu,  and  pre^iiled  upon  some  traitors  to  mur- 
••a     dcr  him  wnile  he  ^-as  asleep. 
•i^T*^     One  crime  brings  on  another.    The  Romans 
•^•^jjy^wero  Jl^ihy  of  the  Uke  treachery  to  Numantia, 
NiuuMik.  a  ciuuiiderable  city  in  Spain,  situated  upoq  the 
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Douro.  They  broke  two  treaties  which  they 
had  concluded  with  that  city,  and  made  them- 
selves abhorred  as  enemies  who  had  neither  hoi^ 
nour  nor  justice.  The  Numantines  were  resolv- 
ed rather  to  perish  than  lose  their  liberty,  and 
it  was  necessary  to  employ  ^.  man  of  abilities  to 
subdue  them.  Scipio  Emilianus  was  therefore 
chosen  consul,  though  a  recent  law  forbid  the 
same  man  to  be  twice  electi^d  to  that  office. 
The  destroyer  of  Carthage  reduced  Numantia 
to  the  last  extremity ;  and  declared  that  he 
would  hearken  to  no  proposals  unless  the  inha- 
bitants yielded  up  their  city,  their  arms,  and 
their  persons.  In  all  the  horrors  of  despair  and 
famine,  and  after  having  eaten  the  bodies  of 
the  dead,  many  of  them  chose  to  kill  them- 
selves rather  than  submit  to  the  Romp,nPr  Nu- 
mantia was  destroyed;  the  rebellion  was  sup* 
pressed ;  but  the  Spaniards  made  new  efforts  to 
shake  off  the  yoke.  So  many  conquests,  the 
produce  of  ambition,  violence,  profound  and 
iniquitous  policy,  supplied  food  for  tho^e  pasr 
sions  to  which  Rome  soon  fell  a  victim.  By 
tearing  herself  in  pieces,  she  was  destined  to 
avenj^  the  cruel  oppressions  with  which  she 
had  insulted  the  whole  world.  Before  we  pur- 
sue the  thread  of  events,  let  us  take  notice  of 
some  particulars  which  will  throw  light  upoa 
history. 


26  THE  HISTORY 


CHAPTER  IV. 

OBSiSLVATIOKS  IJPOK  THE  ARMY,  THE  BiANNERS,  THE 
FINANCES,  AND  LEARNING  OF  THE  ROMANS. 

Tbe  lUium^oNTESQUiEU  Hiakes  the  following  important 
**"^«*  remark.  *  We  observe,  says  he,  that  our  armies 
at  present  are  greatly  diminished  by  excessive 
fatigue  ;  yet  by  that  very  thing,  those  of  Rome 
were  preserved.  I  believe  the  reason  is,  that 
they  were  kept  in  constant  exercise,  while  our 
soldiers  pass  mcessantly  from  the  severest  toil 
to  extreme  idleness,  which  is  of  all  things  the 
most  likely  to  destroy  them.  The  Roman  sol- 
diers were  accustomed  to  march  twenty,  some- 
times twenty-four  miles  in  five  hours,  carrying 
at  the  same  time  a  weight  of  sixty  pounds. 
They  were  kept  in  constant  practice  of  running 
and  jumping  m  armour ;  in  their  common  ex- 
ercise they  carried  swords,  arrows,  and  javelins, 
double  the  weight  of  their  ordinary  arms;  and 
these  exercises  were  continual.'*  Is  it  sur- 
prising that  such  soldiers  under  strict  discipline, 
gained  so  many  victories  ? 
Had  ahnyt  Bcsides,  the  military  resources  of  Rome  were 
wwSU  inexhaustible.  Some  time  before  the  second 
'jwj?*  P^c  war,  they  raised  seven  hundred  thousand 
foot,  and  seventy  thousand  horse  against  the 
Gaub.  After  their  being  defeated  at  Cannae, 
they  soon  mustered  numerous  armies,  for  every 
man  was  a  soldier.    However,  there  were  so 
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the  general;  by  which  means  military  disci- 
pline was  preserved  in  all  its  pristine  vigour, 
while  a  milder  legislation  animated  the  people 
with  a  still  greater  love  of  their  country.  The 
Roman  soldier,  obedient,  while  he  continued  in 
the  field,  to  the  absolute  commands  of  his  gene- 
ral, retained  those  elevated  sentiments  whicn  na- 
turally flow  from  the  enjoyment  of  liberty  j  but 
when  he  returned  to  his  home,  he  was  sensible 
only  of  the  beneficent  power  of  the  laws. 
Parity  Though  it  is  taken  notice  of  by  very  few 
^JSa^  writers,  yet  to  population,  which  was  the  ef- 
i^p*"****^  feet  of  sound  morals  and  a  sacred  regard  for 
marriage,  Rome  chiefly  owed  her  prosperity. 
Not  long  after  the  first  "Punic  war,  tne  censors 
finding  tne  number  of  citizens  greatly  diminish- 
ed, exacted  an  oath  from  all  that  were  not  mar- 
ried, that  they  would  enter  into  that  state,  and 
only  with  a  view  of  raising  subjects  to  the  re- 

{)ublic.  However,  that  time  furnished  the  ear- 
iest  instance  of  a  divorce,  though  permitted  by 
their  most  ancient  laws.  Carvilius,  who  loved  his 
wife,  rupidiated  her  because  of  sterility.  But 
in  proportion  as  the  manners  of  the  people  be- 
came more  corrupted,  divorces  were  more  fre- 
quent. It  was  then  tnat  contracts  of  marria^ 
were  intro4uced,  that  women  might  have  their 
fortunes  secured  in  case  of  separation. 
Nttmbtnof  I'  *s  ^^^y  extraordinijyy,  that  though  we  find 
2Ji  brok»  a  number  pf  vestals  sufierin^  for  having  vio- 
^^'  lated  their  vows  of  vieinity  m  every  age,  yet 
in  the  whole  space  of  live  nundred  years,  not- 
withstanding tlie  indulgence  of  the  laws,  we 
hear  not  of  a  single  instance  of  a  divorce : 
which,  on  the  one  hand,  must  liayc  been  owin^ 
to  tlic  very  dangerous  teinptations  to  which 
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the  vestals  were  exposed ;  while,  on  the  other, 
the  conjugal  union  was  confirmed  by  sound 
morals. 

Till  Paulus  Emilius  reduced  Macedonia  by  iiMpwpb 
the  defeat  of  Perseus,  and  brought  immense  ^SiTiiff^ 
riches  to  the  public  treasury,  a  tax  had  always 
been  paid  by  the  people,  which  was  settled  oy 
the  censors  m  proportion  to  their  fortunes ;  to 
which,  in  cases  of  necessity,  extraordinary  con- 
tributions were  added.  But  from  that  time, 
till  after  the  death  of  Csesar,  they  were  not  sub- 
jected to  pay  any  tax.  Duties  on  merchandise, 
the  produce  of  the  lands  of  the  repubUc,  the 
imposts  levied  from  the  people  of  Italy  and  the 
provinces,  composed  the  revenues  of  Rome.  At 
the  end  of  the  first  Punic  war,  Livius  the  cen- 
sor laid  the  first  duty  upon  salt,  from  which  he 
had  the  name  of  SaUnator. 

Rome  was  chiefly  enriched  by  the  mines  of  SpttuA 
Spain.     In  the  time  of  Polybms,  they  kept  biSfi^ 
forty  thousand  men  constantly  employee!  in  the  **25J^ 
neighbourhood  of  Carthagena,  Irom  whence 
they  daily  received  to  the  amount  of  two  him- 
dred  and  fifty  Attic  minse,  which  is  more  than 
four  talents.     The  plunder  brought  by  their 
generals  continually  increased  the  public  trea-    , 
sm*e,  to  which  was  likewise  added  the  tribute 
paid  by  the  most  opulent  nations  in  the  world. 
Then  the  oppression  and  knavery  of  the  pub- 
lic receivers,  and  the  extortions  of  people  in 
oflice  begun.     Then  it  was  that  the  wealth  of 
individuals  introduced  pomp  and  luxury  into 

Srivate  houses,  new  ana  imaginary  wants  and 
isorders,  which  imdermined  the  very  founda- 
tion of  the  public  weal.  It  was  with  great 
propriety  that  Scipio  Africanus  said,  while  two 
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consuls  Vieie  canvassing  for  the  department  of 
Spain  during  the  war  with  Viriathus  in  609  ; 
/  tkink  thai  both  shauU  be  excluded  ;  tiie  ofie  be- 
cause  he  has  nothing ;  cmd  the  otiier^  because  fie 
netxr  thinks  he  can  have  enough. 
2Mr_  It  was  not  till  after  the  expedition  into  Asia 
against  Antiochus,  that  the  city  was  paved. 
Five  hundred  years  had  elapsed  before  they 
had  any  method  of  measuring  time.  Valerius, 
the  consul,  brought  a  sun-disQ  from  Sicily ;  and 
it  was  not  till  more  than  a  hundred  years  after, 
that  Scipio  Nasica  introduced  the  clepsydra^  by 
which  the  hours  were  measured  in  the  night  as 
well  as  the  day.  Every  thing  but  the  art  of 
war  was  in  an  infant  state.  Their  knowledge 
of  physic  consisted  in  fiunily  recipes,  till  Ar- 
chfl^tes,  a  Greek,  came  to  exercise  that  em- 
ployment and  surgery,  at  the  time  when  Han- 
nibal laid  sie^  to  Saguntum. 
nm  BMii.  £nnius  their  first  poet,  the  friend  of  Scipio 
Africanus,  composed  the  Roman  history  in 
verse,  or  rather  in  measured  prose.  His  co- 
temporary  Nevius,  gave  the  history  of  the  first 
Pumc  war  in  the  same  manner.  These  were 
the  first  feeble  rays  of  genius,  which  was  to 
furnish  such  exceltent  masterpieces  to  future 
ages.  Here,  as  elsewhere,  we  find  the  study  of 
poetry  cultivated  before  prose,  and  dedicated 
to  the  commemoration  of  events.  The  ancient 
satire  was  in  a  state  of  barbarism.  Fabius 
Pictor,  consul  of  Rome  in  the  year  485,  had 
written  upon  the  subject  of  the  Roman  his- 
tory ;  but  his  work  has  not  been  handed  down 
to  us. 

ibAf^ng      ^^  ^^  from  their  connexion  with  Greece, 
iBtrodimZ  that  the  Romans  became  enlightened,  and  their 
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taste  and  manners  refined.  Terence  and  Plau^ 
tus  extricated  the  Roman  stage  from  barbarity* 
The  last  has  more  of  the  comic  pawer^  the  sa- 
tiric bitter  salt  of  Aristophanes ;  but  the  o* 
ther,  who  is  still  read  with  the  greatest  pleasure, 
transplanted  the  Attic  elegance  of  Menander 
into  nis  native  country,  where  nothing  but 
thorns  had  been  produced,  if  we  may  use  the 
expression,  before  the  time  of  these  two  poets« 
It  nas  been  alle^d,  that  Scipio  Emilianus  and 
Laelius  joined  hmi  in  the  composition  of  his 
pieces;  which  is  equally  an  encomium  upon 
them,  and  upon  Terence.  These  ereat  men 
were  accompanied  upon  their  expeditions  by 
Poly  bins  the  historian,  and  Pansetius  the  philo- 
sopher. By  this  time,  the  love  of  the  belles^ 
lettres^  philosophy,  and  the  sciences,  had  clear- 
ed off  that  savage  rust  which  the  Romans  had 
derived  from  their  ancestors. 

Cato,  the  censor,  though  himself  an  his-  ckionib 
torian  and  orator,  bitterly  complained  and  rail-  **"*^  *• 
ed  against  the  Greeks,  whom  the  young  Ro- 
mans attended  for  the  sake  of  improvement^ 
By  a  law  which  he  passed,  the  rhetoricians  and 
philosophers  were  expelled,  whom  he  repre^ 
sented  as  dangerous  persons,  and  who  truly 
were  so,  when  they  only  taught  the  art  of 
puzzling  reason  by  sophistry,  and  to  ^ve  the 
appearance  of  truth  to  falsehood.  Under  such 
instructors,  the  Romans  could  acquire  nothing 
but  vice  and  error. 

But  what  had  Cato  to  apprehend  from  true  tm^ 
philosophers,  and  men  ot  learning,  who  de- 
served that  name  ?  Must  not  Rome  have  gain- 
ed by  instruction  ?  Did  not  her  morab  require 
to  be  more  enlightened,  and  rendered  more 
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agreeable  to  humanity  ?  Had  she  not  occasion 
for  a  knowledge  of  nature,  to  get  rid  of  preju- 
diceSy  to  call  in  the  aid  of  natural  philosophy, 
astronomy,  geometry,  and  all  the  sciences? 
Were  not  the  charms  of  literature  requisite  to 
soften  the  severity  of  her  character,  and  make 
her  a  model  to  the  rest  of  the  world,  after  hav- 
ing been  so  long  an  object  of  terror  ?  Were 
not  the  two  Scipios,  the  conquerors  of  Car- 
thage, worthy  of  as  high  esteem  as  the  ancient 
heroes,  who  were  unacquainted  with  every 
thing  but  war  and  the  plough?  Would  the 
Varros,  Ciceros,  Vir^ls,  Horaces,  and  many  o- 
thers,  have  rendered  their  country  more  illus- 
trious than  the  triumphs  of  all  her  ^nerals,  if 
the  savage  maxims  of  the  censor  nad  always 
continued  to  prevail  ? 
L«™ig  It  is  true,  we  shall  see,  that,  at  the  very  time 
not  corrupt  whcu  Icaming  was  in  the  highest  esteean,  Kome 
was  overrun  with  every  vice ;  but  this  corrup- 
tion was  the  consequence  of  wealth  and  gran- 
deur ;  while  learning,  far  from  being  the  occa- 
sion of  the  evil,  mignt  have  furnished  a  reme- 
dy. Learning  may  be  abused  as  well  as  reli- 
gion, which  is  a  great  misfortune,  because  the 
object  abused  is  m  itself  a  great  blessing. 
Ranarin  We  Still  have  a  treatise  on  rural  affairs,  De  Re 
•P**  ^^^  RusHca,  written  by  Cato,  which  is  a  valuable 
proof  of  the  taste  the  ancient  Romans  had  for 
agriculture.  If  the  author  had  not  had  so 
great  a  dislike  to  the  learning  of  the  Greeks,  it 
18  probable  that  his  book  would  have  been  still 
better.  He  frequently  said  that  there  were 
three  thinc^  of  which  he  repented ;  the  having 
let  a  day  slip  without  leammg  any  thing ;  hav- 
ing trusted  his  wife  with  a  secret ;  ana  having 
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»)ne  by  sea  when  he  mi^ht  have  travelled  by 
&nd.  vVith  such  a  passion  for  learning,  how 
came  he  to  be  such  a  declared  enemy  to  foreign 
sciences?  He  overstrained  every  thing;  but 
true  wisdom  never  overstrains  any  thing. 

There  is  one  thing  very  surprising  to  us,  a  Roman 
which  yet  was  very  common  at  Kome ;  to  sec  £SIdtf^ 
the  same  man  a  magistrate,  a  warrior,  a  judge,  ^22*. 
and  a  general ;  an  able  pleader,  a  skilful  poli- 
tician, a  statesman,  and  a  man  of  letters,  cap- 
able of  signalizing  himself,  and  being  useful  in 
all  these  employments.     What  wonderful  men ! 
Surely  their  education  must  have  been  very  dif- 
ferent from  ours !     How  limited  the  circle  in 
which  our  talents  are  confined  I 
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EIGHTH  EPOCH. 

THE  GRACCHI.     THE   CORRUPTION  OF  THE 

REPUBLIC. 

FROM  THE  TEAR  OF  ROME   SIX   HUNDRED  AND  TWENTY 
TO  THE  YEAR  SIX  HUNDRED  AND  SIXTY  FIVE. 


CHAPTER  I. 


THE   TRIBUNESHIF  OF   TIBERIUS   AND   CAIUS   GRAC- 
CHUS,  AND  OTHERS. 

The  foreign  wars  in  which  Rome  had  heen 
engaged,  had  suspended  the  disputes  between 
the  senate  and  people,  but  their  original  cause 
still  subsisted ;  ana  though  the  plebeians  had 
gained  some  very  eminent  advantages,  and  both 
consuls  were  sometimes  taken  from  their  order, 
yet  the  situation  of  the  lower  people  was  not 
the  less  to  be  pitied.  That  eqmlibrium  which 
should  be  preserved  between  the  different  ranks, 
was  totally  destroyed  by  the  prodijgious  inequa- 
lity of  fortune ;  the  ricnes  ot  the  higher  orders 
increasing  the  poverty  of  the  lower.  The  mis- 
chief increased  in  proportion  as  the  passions 
were  whetted  by  opulence.  By  subdum^  the 
world,  Rome  was  arrived  at  that  fatal  point  in 
which  morals  had  lost  all  influence  ;  every  bar- 
rier was  thrown  down,  and  the  very  foundation 
of  the  republic  undermined.  Tiberius  and 
Caius  Gracchus,  two  men  of  singular  merit, 
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attempted  a  reformation,  which  circumstances 
rendered  impracticable.  Their  rash  undertak- 
ing was  a  signal  thrown  out  for  a  civil  war, 
where  the  public  liberty  was  drowned  in  Ro- 
man blood. 

The  illustrious  Cornelia,  daughter  of  Scipio   rii»  t«o 
Africanus,  the  mother  of  these  two  brothers,  ^"''^  "* 
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had  given  them  the  very  best  education.  To 
the  ^^reat  qualities  of  the  soul,  they  added  all 
the  improvements  of  a  cultivated  understand- 
ing, but  more  particularly  the  study  of  elo- 
cj^uence,  so  well  calculated  to  govern  the  mid- 
titude.  Tiberius,  who  was  brother-iur-law  of 
Scipio  Emilianus,  and  son4n-law  of  Appius 
Claudius,  a  person  of  consular  dimiity,  nad 
acquired  the  highest  reputation,  both  civil  and 
military,  when  uxe  office  of  tribune  of  the  peo- 
ple opened  a  way  for  his  zeal  or  his  ambition 
to  enter  that  career  in, which  he  was  afterwards 
to  fall.  According  to  some  writers,  his  mother  iv^ 
Cornelia  inspired  him  with  the  design  of  op- 
posing the  nobles  of  Rome,  by  saying.  Win/  am  _____ 
/  called  the  mother-m-law  qf  Scipio^  and  not  the  "^ 
mother  qf  the  Gracchi  f  Is  not  your  name  st(ffU  ■«*^' 
ciently  illustrious  f  It  depends  upon  you  to  make 
it  so.  A  love  of  glory  undoubtedly  mi^ht  be 
excited  by  these  expressions;  but  it  is  very 
much  to  be  questioned,  if  an  imprudent  reso- 
lution could  have  been  suggested  to  him  by 
Cornelia.  Seeing  the  whole  country  in  pos- 
session of  the  wealthy,  and  inhabited  only  by 
their  slaves ;  the  excess  of  riches  on  the  one 
hand,  and  wretched  poverty  on  the  other;  a 
desire  of  restoring  Rome  to  ner  ancient  virtue ; 
in  one  word,  a  spirit  of  patriotism  probably 
led  him  to  the  attempt ;  and,  perhaps,  engaging 

c2 
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at  first  with  all  the  waimth  of  a  good  citizen, 
he  persisted  in  it  with  all  the  Yiolence  of  the 
leader  of  a  faction.  Eager  zeal,  even  for  the 
cause  of  the  public,  should  be  attentively  re- 
strained, lest  it  degenerate  mto  destructive 
passion* 
Tbckadt  For  more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  years, 
I  ii"ifini  the  Licinian  law  had  been  totally  neglected  and 
w^i%.  despised.  So  far  from  being  satisfied  with  five 
hundred  jugera  of  land,  the  patricians  had  u- 
sUrped  a  considerable  part  of  that  belonging 
to  the  republic ;  and  the  wealthy  extended 
their  possessions  beyond  all  reasonable  bounds. 
These  lands,  which  were  formerly  inhabited  by 
the  first  nobles  and  most  virtuous  men  of  Rome, 
were  now  possessed  only  by  slaves,  employed 
to  cultivate  them  for  their  masters,  and  ex- 
empted, nay,  even  excluded,  from  serving  in 
the  army;  while  nothing  but  indigence  was 
the  portion  of  the  people  who  were  destined 
to  protect  their  country.  Such  heavy  griev- 
ances seemed  insufferable  in  a  republican  state ; 
but  the  most  attentive  caution  was  needful  to 
effect  a  reformation. 
AM.  Tiberius  Gracchus  proposed  to  restore  the 

propoJTto  Lficinian  law  to  its  former  vigour ;  but  with 
TiSiSr  ^^^  proviso,  that  all  which  the  wealthy  bos- 
i«r.  sessed  above  five  hundred  jugera^  should  be 
paid  for  out  of  the  public  treasury.  The  pa- 
tricians exclaimed  against  the  proposal,  and  m- 
sisted  upon  the  antiquity  of  their  possession, 
and'  the  inconveniences  arising  from  the  intro- 
duction of  novelty.  The  greater  the  opposi- 
tion, the  more  did  the  tribune  endeavour  to 
animate  the  people.  The  uild  beasts,  said  he, 
have  their  dens;  but  the  ciHxens  qfRome,  xpfio  are 
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called  the  masters  of  tfie  worlds  Jutve  not  a  roqf 
to  hide  their  head^^  nor  a  foot  qf  land  for  a  burjfr 
ing  place. 

The  patricians,  foreseeing  the  effects  which  sucomh 
such  languag!!^  ^onl4  produce,  had  recourse  to  JSSS^ 
th^ir  usual  pplicy,  and  gained  over  one  of  the  ©pp^'wBf 
tribune^,  wno,  by  his  opposition,  could  stop 
the  whole  proceedings.  Tiberius  was  greatly 
^tonished  to  see  Octayiu3,  who  had  hitherto 
been  his  fnendy  eoiploying  his  power  of  tribune 
to  oppose  him.  After  Imving,  in  vain,  made 
every  attempt  to  recover  him  to  his  party ;  af^ 
ter  the  most  affectionate  invitations ;  after  the 
most  SHiimat^d  controversy,  but  without  the 
least  ill  nature  on  either  siae,  he  entreated  the 
people  either  to  depose  him  or  Octavius.  This 
Dola  proposal  suqcQ^ded  to  his  wishes  ;  the 
Liciman  Igw  T^as  ^revived,  and  he,  his  brother 
Caiui^,  and  his  father-in-law  Appius,  were  ap^ 
pointed  commii^sioners  tq  see  it  put  in  execur 
tion. 

If  Tiberius  had  rested  here,  he  would  have    i)i«mte 
probably  rendered  his  work  complete ;  but  he  p.trid«« 
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Fuined  himself  by  pushing  the  patricians  to  ex-  ^^p^ 
tremity.  He  not  only  added  to  this  law,  that 
the  lands  of  the  republiq  which  had  been  u- 
surped  shoiUd  be  resumed ;  but,  as  there  was 
not  a  sufficient  fund  to  satisfy  all  the  poor,  he 
distributed  among  them  the  treasures  of  £u- 
menes,  king  of  Pergamus,  who  had  bequeathr 
ed  his  kingdom  9.nd  riches  to  the  Roman  re^- 
public.  And,  lastly,  to  save  himself  from  the 
resentment  pf  his  eneaiies,  though  qontrary  to 
rule,  he  required  that  he  might  be  continued 
in  the  tribuneship,  alleging  that  his  life  was  in 
danger,  and  iuterQsting  the  people  in  his  pre*- 
servation. 


38 


UpoD  this  the  senators  w«e  resolved  to  use 
violent  measures^  and  went  up  to  die  Cupitol 
where  the  assembly  was  held.  Tiberius^  bein^ 
warned  of  his  danger,  put  his  hand  to  his  hea^ 
which  was  die  signal  agreed  upon  for  his  en- 
treating the  protection  oi  his  friends.  His 
enemies  supposed  that  he  was  askii^  a  diadem, 
and  that  the  people  were  gmng  to  bestow  it, 
of  which  they  informed  the  saciate.  Minucius 
Scevola,  the  ccmsul^  attemoted  in  vain  to  quiet 
the  minds  of  the  pc^c^ple ;  out  Scipio  Nasica,  a 
cousin-german  of  the  tribune,  cned  out.  Since 
we  are  betrayed  hf  the  consul^  let  every  good  citi^ 
xenJbBaw  me.  He  run  out,  followed  by  a  crowd 
of  senators,  who  were  joined  by  their  clients, 
armed  with  clubs.  Tiberius  was  Knocked  down 
and  killed,  with  about  three  hundred  of  his 
friends  ;  an  example  the  more  dreadful,  as,  till 
that  time,  no  Roman  blood  had  ever  been  spilt 
in  any  sedition.  The  senate,  forgetting  their 
former  moderation,  because  they  had  lost  their 
ancient  manners,  justified  what  was  done,  and, 
to  protect  Nasica  fitmi  the  vengeance  of  the 
people,  sent  him  oa  an  embassy  into  Asia,  where 
ne  oied. 
scyo  So  great  was  the  aversion  of  the  nobles  a- 
^I^toT  g^i^t  Tiberius  Gracchus,  that  even  Scipio 
Emilianus,  his  brother-in-law,  approved  of  the 
murder,  supposing  that  the  tribune  wanted  to 
sow  discord  in  the  republic.  Being  insulted 
by  the  populace  upon  that  account,  fVhat 
wmld  hme  become  qf  you^  ye  xvretched  people^ 
cried  he,  if  it  had  not  been  for  my  father^  Paubis 
Emilius,  and  mef  You  mmU  be  tfie  slaves  qf 
your  enemies.  Is  this  the  mnf  you  behave  to  your 
deliverers  ?    The  people  returned  to  a  sense  of 
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their  duty ;  but  the  hero,  with  his  friend 
Uus,  withdrew  from  Rome  to  enjoy  his  coun« 
try  seat  at  Cajeta  in  tranquillity. 

However,  he  returned  to  oppose  the  seditious  m 
purpose  of  Carbo  the  tribune,  who  proposed  a  ^cSST 
taw  for  continuing  the  tribunes  in  omce  during  Hit  dmh. 
the  pleasure  of  the  people,  without  a  new  elec* 
tion.  This  law  was  rejected ;  but  as  the  dis« 
turbances  continued  about  the  partition  of 
lands,  Scipio  was  on  the  point  of  being  named 
dictator  in  the  year  624,  when  he  was  found 
dead  in  his  bed.  Metellus,  who  was  the  great 
rival  of  his  glory,  was  sincerely  afflicted  for 
the  loss,  and  said  to  his  children,  Go  and  assist 
at  thefimeral  of  ihe  greatest  man  Borne  ever  pro- 
duced ;  you  wU  never  see  Ms  like  again. 

In  the  mean  time,  Caius  Gracchus,  who  was  m. 
as  virtuous,  as  zealous,  and  more  eloquent  than 
Tiberius,  having  for  some  years  concealed  his  ^^^^^ 
vast  designs  in  retirement,  at  len^h  entered 
into  the  road  c^  honours.  Notwithstanding 
the  fears  and  dianamons  of  Cornelia,  he  aimed 
at  the  tribuneship,  and  was  chosen*  The  con- 
course of  people  in  the  Campus  Martins  for 
his  election  was  prodigious:  many  of  them, 
for  want  of  room,  climbed  up  on  roofs  of  the 
houses^  and  ^ve  their  suffrages  by  their  ac* 
clamations.  They  did  justice  to  his  great  zeal, 
but  did  not  foresee  the  fieital  consequences. 

Never  did  tribune  show  more  activity  in  the  BMMifcr 
service  of  the  people.  To  the  division  of  the  ^^S^ 
lands  he  added  some  new  establishmfint^,  partis 
cularly  public  gianaries,  from  whence  the  poor 
might  purchase  their  monthly  subsistence  at  a 
low  rate.  Being  as  much  master  of  the  people 
m  be  was  detested  by  the  nobles,  he  caused 
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himself  to  be  continued  tribune,  without  bein^ 
intimidated  by  the  fate  of  his  brother. 
^^Jl^  J^  That  the  power  of  the  senate  might  be  more 
tCoitib  and  more  weakened,  he  made  it  a{q)ear  that 
very  unjust  decisicxis  were  frequently  given 
frcMn  the  tribunals,  and  that  the  judgment  of 
all  disputes  between  individuals  ourat  to  be 
transferred  to  the  knights,  who  bekmfined  to 
the  order  of  plebeians ;  and  he  procured  a  law 
to  be  passed  for  that  purpose.  He  likewise 
revived  the  statute  which  forbid  any  Roman 
citizen  to  be  put  to  death  without  the  consent 
of  the  senate  and  people.  And,  lastly,  he  un- 
dertook to  procure  the  freedom  of  the  city, 
and  right  of  suffrage  in  the  public  assembhea, 
to  all  the  allies  of  Kome  iii  Itely. 
Artfci  This  scheme,  which  was  too  favourable  to 
P^'^^rtL**  *^^  popular  faction,  added  greatly  to  the  un^ 
easiness  of  the  senate,  who  s^t  in  motion  the 
springs  of  a  very  deep  policy  to  imdermine 
Gracchus.  They  gained  over  livius  Drusu^ 
a  young  tribune  of  uncommon  abilities  and  ir? 
reproacnable  character.  They  suggested  to  him 
how  he  ought  to  act,  to  acquire  an  influence 
superior  to  that  of  his  colleague,  not  by  direct 
opposition,  but  by  affecting  ft  still  greater  zeal 
for  promoting  the  interests  of  me  people. 
Gracchus  was  charged  with  the  care  ot  a 
colony,  which  was  sent  to  rebuild  Carthage. 
The  number  of  his  party  was  greatly  lessened 
by  his  absence,  while  that  of  Livius  acquired 
new  strength.  At  his  return  he  found  his  col- 
leagues  were  become  his  opponents,  and  pre<* 
vented  his  being  elected  a  tnird  time  to  the  tri- 
buneship.  His  mortal  enemy,  Opimius,  was 
i;Upscn  consul,  and  every  thing  seenied  to  indi^ 
CHtc  a  bloody  termination  of  the  dispute. 
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The  people, were  assembled  to  pass  the  new  m. 
laws  with  which  the  nobility  were  disgusted,  ^2wl^ 
when  one  of  the  lictors  of  Opimius,  passing  ^JSJSL 
near  Gracchus's  friends,  insolently  exclaimed,  «p«rpH, 
Make  way  there ^  ye  worthless  people^  upon  which 
be  was  instantly  killed.  The  consul  complain- 
ed to  the  senate,  -and  was  authorized  by  them 
to  do  whatever  he  thought  most  expedient  for  tlte 
good  of  the  republic.  This  set  form  vested  him 
with  the  supreme  authority,  and  he  ordered 
the  knights  to  take  firms.  Notwithstanding  the 
tears  and  entreaties  of  an  affectionate  wife, 
Gracchus  left 'his  house  without  any  guard, 
though  the  danger  was  manifest.  After  t/ie 
murder  of  Tiberius^  said  she,  what  confidence  is 
to  be  placed  either  in  the  laws  or  in  the  gods  ?  An 
enemy  to  all  violence,  he  had  blamed  the  out- 
rage committed  upon  tlie  person  of  the  lictor, 
a  deed  which  was  most  unjustly  imputed  to 
him:  on  the  contrary,  his  enemies  were  ani- 
mated with  a  detestable  desire  of  revenge,  and 
the  effects  could  not  but  be  dreadful. 

Opimius,  at  the  head  of  the  troops,  attacked  Dnth  of 
Moimt  Aventin,  to  which  the  people  had  retir-  ^^ 
ed  under  the  direction  of  Fulvms.  He  offered 
pardon  to  all  who  would  lay  down  thqir  arms, 
and  engaged  to  pay  for  the  heads  of  Fulvius 
and  Gracchus  their  weight  in  gold.  Being  a-; 
bandoned  by  the  people,  both  of  them  fell ; 
and  above  three  thousand  of  their  party  were 
killed  in  this  tumult.  All  their  bodies  were 
thrown  into  the  Tiber,  by  order  of  this  cruel 
consul,  who  had  the  impudence  to  erect  a  tem- 
ple to  Concord,  after  having  deluged  the  city 
with  blood. 
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Tbt         That  the  laws  of  the  Gracchi  might  be  an* 

^I^tL  nulled,  it  was  enacted,  that  the  rich  should  pay 

''^'^^^^   a  perpetual  standing  rent,  in  proportion  to  the 

auantity  of  land  they  possessed,  and  the  pro* 
uce  be  divided  among  the  poor.  But  tnese 
rents  were  very  soon  suppressea,  and  nothing  re- 
mained to  the  people  but  their  former  wretched- 
ness, increasea  by  the  haughty  insolence  of  the 
nobles.  Opimius  being  accused  of  the  massacre 
committea  upon  so  many  Romans,  gained  his 
cause  before  the  people  by  the  eloquence  of 
Papirius  the  consul.  It  was  even  determined, 
that  the  consul,  with  the  authority  of  the  senate, 
mi^ht  free  the  republic  from  any  dangerous 
citizens,  without  waiting  for  the  opinion  of  the 
assembly  of  the  people. 

^^^       The  two  Gracchi  certainly  were  great  men. 
aimed  ai  ty-  Had  thcy  acted  with  more  caution,  and  less 

"'^'  warmth,  they  might  have  extricated  the  poor 
from  oppression,  or  at  least  have  procured  tnem 
a  milder  lot ;  but  if  they  became  seditious,  it 
was  not  so  much  their  fault  as  the  fJEiult  of  the 
rich,  who  were  void  of  compassion  for  the  suf- 
ferings of  the  people.  However,  they  never  de-. 
served  to  be  reproached  with  havinj^  aimed  at 
tyranny ;  and  tne  senate,  by  imputmg  a  crime 
to  them,  which  was  evidently  opposite  to  their 
principles  and  conduct,  sought  only  to  destroy 
them,  without  thinking  of  tne  good  of  the  re« 
public.  Pretences  served  them  instead  of  justice 
m  these  dreadful  executions,  which  taught  them 
to  be  no  longer  sparing  of  Roman  blood.  The 
people  erected  statues  to  the  two  illustrious 
victims  of  the  senate. 

^^^T^       Cornelia  had  always  looked  upon  her  two 
sous  as  her  only  treasure,  yet  she  bore  their  loss 
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with  amazing  constancy.  It  was  imagined  that 
old  age  or  calamities  had  deprived  her  of  her 
feelings ;  *  but  they  who  were  of  that  opinion/ 
says  f  lutarch,  *  were  ignorant,  that  a  superior 
genius,  joined  to  a  liberal  education,  adminis* 
ters powerful  remedies  against  affliction;  and 
though  fortune  ma^  sometimes  oppress  virtue, 
yet  she  cannot  deprive  it  of  that  serenity  and 
resolution  which  never  forsakes  it  in  the  day  of 
adversity. '  Cornelia  lived  in  retirement,  and 
enjoyed  the  peaceful  society  of  the  learned, 
where  she  was  honoured  by  all  men  of  real  me* 
rit,  as  a  perfect  pattern  of  virtue  and  politeness, 
or,  in  one  word,  the  wonder  of  Rome.  When 
showing  her  sons  to  a  lady  who  was  fond  of 
dress.  These  are  my  jewels^  said  she.  It  was  the 
expression  of  a  noble  mind,  which  made  her 
duty  her  greatest  delight. 

While  Kome  was  distracted  by  these  disturb*  Bmit 
ances,  the  slaves  in  Sicily  revolted,  and  gave  ^  ^ 
the  title  of  king  to  one  of  their  number,  whose 
name  was  Eimus.  Three  consuls  carried  on  the 
war  against  them,  which  was  ended  with  the 
taking  of  £nna,  and  followed  by  a  most  dread* 
ful  massacre.  Some  time  after,  the  Romans  set* 
tied  colonies  in  Transalpine  Gaul,  where  they 
founded  Aix  in  Provence  and  Narbonne.  They 
conquered  the  Allobroges  and  the  people  of  Ar- 
vemum,  Auvergnacs,  against  whom  they  em* 

loyed  both  treachery  and  open  hostilities.  The 

)almatians  were  likewise  reduced. 
My  plan  forbids  me  to  enter  into  these  de^ 
tails.  It  is  of  greater  consequence  to  observe, 
that  the  consul  Scaurus,.Teturiiing  from  Gaul  in 
the  year  638,  employed  soldiers  to  dig  canals 
in  the  countries  ox  Flacentia  and  Parma,  where 
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the  overflowings  of  the  Po,  and  other  ri- 
vers, formed  impassable  marshes.  Sueh  salu^ 
tary  works  are  entitled  to  greater  encomiums 
thaji  the  gaining  of  conquests.  Let  us  likewise 
take  notice  of  a  singular  instance  of  integrity 
highly  worthy  of  imitation. 
NuUeadHMi  Fkpirius  Carbo,  who  had  been  consul,  and  the 
the  ^•tat  great  enemy  of  the  Gracchi,  was  prosecuted  by 
the  orator  Crassus,  who  was  at  that  time  a  very 
young  man.  Papirius  was  betrayed  by  one  of 
pis  slaves,  who  stole  his  strong-box,  which  was 
full  of  private  papers,  and  put  it  into  the  hands 
of  the  prosecutor.  Crassus,  struck  with  horror 
at  the  treachery,  did  not  open  the  box,  from 
whence  he  could  have  had  the  clearest  evidence, 
but  sent  it  back  to  Papirius,  with  the  slave  in 
chains,  saying,  I  would  rather  see  a  guilty  enemy 
escape^  ilian  destroy  him  by  any  wrwort/iy  means. 
Pftpirius  was,  notwithstanding,  convicted,  and 
went  into  voluntary  bauisluneut,  where  he  poi^ 
spued  himself, 


CHAPTER  II. 

THE  WICKEDNESS  OF  JUGURTUA*   HE  CORRUrTS  THE 
SJEINATE.      WAR  DECLARED  AQAINST  THAT  PR(NCE, 

CorruiHioii  At  Rome  every  thing  was  become  venal,  and 
the  IHuMtt.  tl^c  morals  of  the  chief  citizens  were  tainted 
by  abominable  corruption.  The  immense  trea- 
sures >vhich  had  been  jioured  in  upon  them 
from  all  nations,  had  kindled  a  iiassion  for  the 
possession  of  riches,  which  extinguished  every 
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sientimcnt  of  virtue  and  honour.  We  need  only 
to  read  the  account  of  the  Jugurthine  war,  as 
given  hy  Sallust,  to  see  the  senate  in  the  most 
odious  light,  as  a  body  of  men  who  had  sold 
thesmselves  for  every  purpose  of  iniquity. 

The  old  king  Masinissa,  that  faitnful  ally  of  Jngurtha 
Rome,  left  three  sons,  who  jointly  governed  the  .t 
kingdom  of  Numidia,  till,  by  the  death  of  ^^*°*' 
the  two  others,  Micipsa  remained  sole  master. 
Though  he  had  two  children,  Adherbal  and 
Hiempsal,  he  adopted  Jugurtha,  a  natural  son 
of  one  of  his  brothers,  who  had  already  dis- 
tinguished himself  by  his  valour,  and  whose 
amoition  he  hoped  to  restrain  by  gratitude ; 
but  he  was  scarce  dead  when  Jugurtha  begun  to 
put  his  ambitious  schemes  in  practice.  Hiemp- 
sal  was  his  first  victim ;  and  Adherbal,  looking 
upon  that  murder  as  the  prelude  to  his  own  de- 
struction, raised  an  army  for  his  protection ; 
but,  having  lost  a  great  part  of  his  territories, 
he  went  to  Rome  to  sue  for  justice. 

The  murderer  had  been  a  lon^  time  certain.  He  bribes 
that  the  most  enormous  crimes  might  be  palliat-*^"^"****^ 
ed,  in  the  eyes  of  the  senators,  by  the  power  of 
money ;  and,  accordingly,  his  liberalities  spoke 
favourably  for  him  in  the  senate,  where  the  ma- 
jority declared  in  his  favour.  They  contented 
themselves  with  sending  ten  commissioners  in- 
to Africa  ;  and  Jugurtha,  by  bribing  Opimius, 
who  was  at  their  head,  not  only  was  declared 
innocent,  but,  in  the  division  of  the  kingdom, 
procured  whatever  could  be  obtained  from  the 
partiality  of  avaricious  judges,  whose  favour  he 
nad  purchased. 

Reing  resolved  to  usurp  the  remainder,  he  h^^^SJI^ 
very  soon  took  up  arms  agam,  and  pursuing  Ad-  enterprbe*. 
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herbal,  who  fled  for  refuge  to  Cirtha,  he  invest- 
ed that  place.  Rome  seemed  to  be  provoked ; 
and  new  commissioners  were  sent.  Scaurus,  the 
chief  of  the  senate,  spoke  the  language  of  a  Ro- 
man ;  threatened  the  usurper,  and  ordered  him 
immediately  to  raise  the  siege ;  but  still  deceit 
and  bribery  prevailed.  The  deputies  departed ; 
and  Adherbal,  being  deserted,  was  obliged  to 
capitulate,  and  was  assassinated  by  Jug^urtha. 
That  monster,  stained  with  the  blood  of  his  bro- 
thers, arrogantly  enjoyed  their  spoils. 
642.  It  was  not  possible  longer  to  wink  at  such 
^"b[*  crying  enormities ;  and  the  Roman  people  in- 
jagur^oe  ^igtcd  upou  taking  cognizance  of  them.  The 
senate,  seeing  the  necessity  of  giving  some  proof 
of  their  justice  and  vigour,  resolved  to  carry 
the  war  mto  Numidia.  Calpumius  Piso,  the 
consul,  set  out  with  Scaurus  his  lieutenant. 
They  were  both  avaricious,  and  consequently 
inclined  to  betray  their  trust.  Jugurtha  made 
proposals  to  them ;  and,  having  obtained  an 
mterview,  procured  an  advantageous  peace, 
which,  undoubtedly,  cost  him  a  considerable 
sum. 
jmrdia  Whilst  thc  senate  remained  in  silence,  Mem- 
i^^^j^mius,  a  tribune  of  the  people,  loudly  exclaimed 
briiNnr.  against  the  mercenary  prevaricators,  and  deter- 
mined that  Jugurtha  should  be  summoned  to 
appe^,  that  they  might  judge  whether  his  sub- 
mission was  sincere  or  pretended.  The  Numi- 
dian,  depending  upon  his  treasures,  and  the 
contemptible  meanness  of  his  numerous  parti- 
sans,  arrived  at  Rome,  and  gained  over  one  of 
the  tribunes.  He  even  caused  one  of  his  rela- 
tions, who  laid  claim  to  his  crown,  to  be  assas- 
sinated, and  yet  came  oft*  unpunished.    At  Icav- 
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sentiment  of  virtue  and  honour.  We  need  only 
to  read  the  account  of  the  Jugurthine  war,  as 
given  hy  Sallust,  to  see  the  senate  in  the  most 
odious  light,  as  a  body  of  men  who  had  sold 
themselves  for  every  purpose  of  iniquity. 

The  old  king  Masinissa,  that  faitnful  ally  of  Jofnirtha 
Rome,  left  three  sons,  who  jointly  governed  the  ***.t 
kingdom  of  Numidia,  till,  by  the  death  of  ****• 
the  two  others,  Micipsa  remained  sole  master. 
Though  he  had  two  children,  Adherbal  and 
Hiempsal,  he  adopted  Jugurtha,  a  natural  son 
of  one  of  his  brothers,  who  had  already  dis- 
tinguished himself  by  his  valour,  and  whose 
ambition  he  hoped  to  restrain  by  gratitude ; 
but  he  was  scarce  dead  when  Jugurtha  begun  to 
put  his  ambitious  schemes  in  practice.  Hiemp- 
sal was  his  first  victim ;  and  Adherbal,  looking 
upon  that  murder  as  the  prelude  to  his  own  de- 
struction, raised  an  army  for  his  protection ; 
but,  having  lost  a  great  part  of  his  territories, 
he  went  to  Rome  to  sue  for  justice. 

The  murderer  had  been  a  lon^  time  certain.  He  i>ritim 
that  the  most  enormous  crimes  might  be  palliat-*^"^"***^ 
ed,  in  the  eyes  of  the  senators,  by  the  power  of 
money ;  and,  accordingly,  his  liberalities  spoke 
favourably  for  him  in  tne  senate,  where  the  ma- 
jority declared  in  his  favour.  They  contented 
themselves  with  sending  ten  commissioners  in- 
to Africa  ;  and  Jugurtha,  by  bribing  Opimius, 
who  was  at  their  head,  not  only  was  declared 
innocent,  but,  in  the  division  of  the  kingdom, 
procured  whatever  could  be  obtained  from  the 
partiality  of  avaricious  judges,  whose  favour  he 
had  purchased. 

Reing  resolved  to  usurp  the  remainder,  he  h?**^J^S^ 
very  soon  took  up  aims  again,  and  pursuing  Ad-  ent«pri»e«. 
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Riu^'ttt       Metellus  had  chosen  for  his  lieutenant  the 
a  dangerout  fimiQug  Marius,  a  plebeian  of  obscure  birth, 
without  learning  or  education,  but  devoured  by 
ambition,  who  nad  been  hardened  to  toil  from 
his  infancy,  sober,  bold,  and  indefatigable.     At 
the  siege  of  Numantia,  this  warrior  had  attract- 
ed the  attention  of  Scipio  Africanus.  From  be- 
ing a  private  soldier,  he  had  been  promoted  to 
the  command  of  a  cohort,  elected  tribune  of  the 
people,  and  at  last  praetor,  after  having  twice 
canvassed  for  the  edileship  without  success.  He 
was  one  of  those  impetuous  characters  which 
nothing  can  divert  from  their  purpose,  equally 
capable  of  doing  the  greatest  good  or  the  great- 
est mischief,  according  as  conjunctures  are  fa- 
vourable, or  interest  guides. 
He  it        Marius,  aiming  at  tne  consulship,  and  to  make 
*  to^^  himself  appear  to  advantage,  was  not  ashamed 
««anuMi.  to  censure  Metellus,  his  general  and  benefac- 
tor.    He  accused  him  of  a  timid  tardiness,  and 
boasted  that  he  could  finish  the  war  with  half 
die  troops  in  a  single  campaign.    He  procured 
leave  to  go  to  Rome  to  canvass  for  the  highest 
office  of  the  republic;   and,  when  there,  re- 
doubled his  invectives,  both  against  the  illus- 
trious Metellus,  and  the  whole  body  of  the  no- 
bility. In  a  word,  he  so  gained  the  people,  that 
he  was  chosen  consul,  and  appointed  to  prose- 
cute tlie  Jugurthine  war,  though  the  senate  had 
feigned  that  province  to  Metellus,  for  the  third 
time,  in  quality  of  proconsul.     Thus  did  ambi- 
tion triumph. 
He  itryeigiie,    Marius  bciug  bccomc  more  bold  than  ever 
j^«J^  in  his  speeches  to  the  people,  before  his  depar- 
ture gave  free  vent  to  nis  gall  against  tlie  nobi- 
bility,  treating  them  with  the  utmost  contempt. 


AimI  eiLtolUng  himself  with  ioBolent  haugfati^ 
oess.  The  speech  put  mto  his  mouth  by  Sal« 
lust,  is  a  pictuire  ox  his  character  and  senti-^ 
ments.  There  may  be  easily  traced,  the  firm 
uncultivated  sentiments  of  a  soldier,  who  places 
all  merit  in  military  accomplishments.  How* 
ever,  his  extravagant  declamations  contain  very 
useiiil  maxims,  well  calculated  to  make  every 
man,  who  is  proud  of  his  birth,  blush  at  having 
disgraced  it  by  unworthy  actions. 

Such  censure  could  never  be  applied  to  Me«  MMhn 
tellus.  He  was  prudent,  and  he  was  a  ccm-*^^^* 
queror.  He  hopcia  to  bring  the  war  to  a  speedy 
conclusion,  when  he  had  the  mortification  to 
see  the  jpommapd  snatched  out  of  his  hands  by 
W  ungnteful  wretch  whom  he  himself  had 
raised.  At  his  return  to  Rome  he  found  no 
difficulty  in  dispelling  any  unjust  suspicions 
that  wii^ht  have  been  conceival  against  him  j 
pud  a  inump^  was  decreed  to  him  Dy  the  peo* 
ide,  with  the  surname  of  Numidicus.  Having 
been  accused  by  one  of  the  tribunes  of  pillag* 
ing  the  province,  the  Roman  knights  refus^ 
to  examine  die  accounts,  which  he  produced 
for  H^  vindication.  The  strangest  proqf  qf  his 
hmocence^  said  they,  is  the  testimarnf  qf  Us  ^hok 
li/e.  An  accusation  so  concluded  was  equal  to  a 
triwoph. 

Notwithstanding  the  military  skill  and  cour^^j^i^J* 
age  of  Marius,  the  Jugurthine  war  waa  not  ^tJ^ 
finished  but  by  treacherjr.     Sylla,  his  quaestor,  *'«**^" 
who  very  soon  beeame  his  rival,  seduced  Boc- 
chus,  kine  of  Mauritania,  and  father-in-law 
of  Juffurtha,  from  his  alliance  with  the  king, 
and  men  persuaded  him   to  deliver  up  that 
prince  in  the  most  infamous  manner  to  the  Ro^ 
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mans.  After  having  wavered  for  some  time 
between  the  calls  of  nature  and  the  tempta- 
tions of  interest,  Bocchus  arrested  his  father- 
in-law,  who,  on  the  security  of  the  word  of 
honour  of  his  son,  came  to  hold  a  conference, 
at  which  he  was  made  to  expect  that  Sylla 
should  be  put  in  his  power.  The  king  of  Nu- 
midia  was  led  to  Rome,  loaded  with  chains,  to 
grace  the  triumph  of  Marius,  where  he  endur- 
ed the  humiliating  insults  of  the  soldiery,  and 
perished  in  a  dung^eon,  the  victim  of  his  own 
wickedness,  and  of  the  revenge  of  a  corrupted 
,  republic,  become  contemptible  even  in  the  bo- 
som of  victory. 
Room  Thc  pluudcr  of  liis  kingdom  amounted  to 
^  three  tnousand  seven  hundred  pounds  weight 
of  ^Id,  and  near  six  thousand  poimds  of  silver, 
besides  coined  money.  War,  which  has  been 
80  ruinous  to  modem  nations,  always  enriched 
the  Romans.  Should  we  then  be  surprised, 
when  we  sec  that  their  ambition  commonly  con- 
cluded one  war  only  to  b^in  another  ?  But 
we  are  now  approachmg  to  the  period,  in  which 
thc  spoils  of  the  world,  were  only  to  serve  as 
fooil  for  civil  war;  when  the  desire  of  tearing 
it  from  one  another,  made  the  people  become 
the  greatest  enemies  of  the  republic  ;  and  when 
Rome  at  last,  was  to  be  punished  by  the  wicked- 
ness of  her  own  children,  for  the  many  acts  of 
injustice  she  did  to  mankind. 


t»riched 
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CHAPTER  III. 

INVASION  OF  THE  CIMBRI  AND  TEUTONES.  DREAD^ 
FUL  CORRUPTION  OF  THE  REPUBLIC.  THE  SOCIAL 
WAR. 

These  Insatiable  conquerors  were  very  soon 

in  danger  of  losing  the  fruit  of  all  their  vie-  p.**rj^ 
tories,  by  a  dreadfuideluge  of  barbarians.  The  T?utoiie«. 
Cinibri  and  Teutones,  issuing  from  the  north 
of  Europe,  and  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Bal- 
tic, entered  the  country  of  the  Norici,  at  pre- 
sent Bavaria  and  Tirol,  and  afterwards  into 
Gaul,  where  they  were  joined  by  some  of  the 

geople  of  the  Gaulish  districts.  They  defeated 
ve  consuls,  with  a  dreadful  slaughter.  In  the 
year  648,  Rome  lost  foui-score  thousand  men 
m  a  single  engagement. 

Marius  alone  seemed  to  be  capable  of  re-     j,^„, 
covering  these  losses.     The  laws  did  not  allow  **?^~"" 
an  absent  person   to   be  chosen  consul,  and  '  y^ 
made  it  necessary  that  ten  years  should  elapse  "»«*«^«'3r* 
before  any  one  could  be  reelected.     However, 
they  waved  the  common  form.   Marius  was  ap- 
pointed consul  for  the  second  time,  before  he 
returned  from  Africa,  and  chosen  for  four  years 
successively,  till  the  barbarians  were  totally  de- 
feated.    A  very  dangerous  precedent  in  a  re- 
publican government. 

His  capacity  and  courage  were  equally  dis-  uj,  cmaty 
played  in  Gaul,  where  the  war  first  began.   His      "^^ 
army  was  subjected  to  the  most  rigid  'disci-  iifSk*^. 
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pline.  His  nephew,  a  legionary  tribune,  of  a 
very  debauched  character,  having  been  killed 
hy  a  soldier,  whom  he  had  insulted,  the  homi- 
cide, so  far  from  bein^  punished,  was  rewarded. 
Marius,  who  was  politician  enough  to  profit  by 
the  superstition  ot  his  country,  with  great  pa- 
rade led  about  a  pretended  prophetess,  to  whom 
he  dictated  oracles,  and  who  seemed  to  impress 
the  stamp  of  divinity  upon  all  his  projects. 
Havinjgr  been  challenged  to  single  combat  by 
one  or  the  chiefs  of  the  enemy  -y  Jfheis  desir- 
ous to  die^  said  the  consul  coldly,  let  him  hang 
himself. 
H^M^  'I^he  Teutcmes^  though  separated  frt)m  the 
r^J^^^  Cimbri,  were  formidabte  by  their  munber  and 
and  aBfari.  bravery.  Despising  their  insults,  and  accus- 
toming his  troops  not  to  be  dismayed  at  their 
appearance  or  their  cries,  Marius  did  not  choose 
to  hazard  an  enga^ment,  till  he  thought  he 
was  secure  of  a  victory ;  but  he  at  last  cut 
them  entirely  to  pieces  at  Aix  in  Provence, 
where,  it  is  said,  they  lost  above  an  hundred 
thousand  men.  The  following  year,  beinff  the 
fifth  of  his  consulship,  he  likewise  defeatea  the 
Cimbri  at  Vercelte,  while  they  were  laying 
waste  the  country  of  Italy.  Plutarch  tells  us, 
that  the  greatest  part  of  the  barbarians,  both 
men  and  women,  lianged  themselves  in  despair, 
rather  than  survive  their  defeat;  and,  when 
they  could  find  no  more  trees,  they  tied  them- 
selves by  the  neck  to  the  tails  of  tbeir  horses, 
or  the  horns  of  their  bullocks.  Perhaps,  they 
would  have  subdued  the  Romans,  if  tney  had 
been  as  well  disciplined ;  but  they  knew  only 
how  to  fight  like  madmen,  and  die  with  cour- 
age.     Catulus,  the  proconsul,  who,  with  Sylla, 
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commanded  a  part  of  the  army,  had  a  greater 
share  in  gaiain^  the  victory  than  Marius,  and 
partook  with  him  in  the  honour  of  the  triumph* 
Nevertheless,  Catulus  is  ahnost  entirely  forgot- 
ten, so  much  does  reputation  sometimes  depend 
upon  the  caprice  of  fortune. 

Marius,  in  saving  the  republic,  sought  only    Mmio* 
to  gratify  his  ambition.     Having  an  insatiable  ^^^ 
desire  for  honours,  and  sacrificing  every  thing  g,^^ 
to  his  love  of  power,  by  bribery  and  crin^ing^ 
he  procured  the  consulship  for  the  sixth  time ; 
and  though  the  great  Metellus  was  upon  the 
list,  he  found  means  to  cause  a  man  of  no  merit 
to  be  appointed  his  colleague.     He  formed  the 
strictest  union  with  Satuminus,  a  tribune  of  the 
people,  and  Glaucia,  the  preetor,  two  men  who 
were  equally  enemies  to  virtue  and  the  public 
weal. 

^^uniinus  proposed  an  Agrarian  law  with  the  i^^^.  of  timi 
following  clause :  '  That  the  senate  should  ob~  againrt  the 
Uge  themselves  by  oath,  to  confirm  whatever 
was  enacted  by  thf  people,  with  this  penalty, 
that  every  senator  who  refused  to  take  it,  should 
be  degraded,  and  pay  a  fine  of  twenty  talents. ' 
The  crafty  consul,  who  at  first  afiected  opposi- 
tion, afterwards  declared  in  favour  of  it,  with 
an  ec^uivocal  restriction,  which  drew  the  sena- 
tors mto  the  snare.  Metellus,  whom  he  want- 
ed to  destroy,  persisting  singly  to  reftise  it,  was 
banished.  Either  things  must  change^  said  he, 
on  leaving  Rome,  and  the  people,  seeing  their  er^ 
ror^  wiU  recall  me  i  or  they  will  not  cliange^  and 
then  I  must  congratulate  myself  ^^  being  absent 
from  my  country.  They  did  change,  and  even 
firom  the  violence  of  Satuminus,  who  pushed 
matters  to  such  extremity,  that  he  was  forsaken 
by  Marius, 
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6ML  That  tribune  beinff  anxious  to  have  Glaucia 
^JS^  chosen  consul,  causea  his  competitor  Memmius 
vkJeai.  *^  ^^  publicly  assassinated;  upon  which  the 
senate,  as  was  the  custom  in  cases  of  great 
danger,  ordered  the  consuls  to  provide  for  the 
safety  of  the  republic.  They  armed  against 
the  rioters,  and  pursued  Satuminus  into  the 
Capitol,  where  he  and  Glaucia  were  both  mas- 
sacred, notwithstanding  the  desire  which  Ma- 
rius  had  to  save  them.  Marius  very  soon  had 
the  mortification  to  see  Metellus  recalled,  who, 
in  the  bosom  of  virtue  and  philosophy,  con- 
soled himself  for  the  oppressions  he  had  suffer- 
ed ;  and  whose  banishment,  according  to  a 
Roman  historian,  ^  did  him  more  honour  than 
all  his  dirties,  and  all  his  triumphs.  Before 
his  arrival,  Marius,  upon  some  vain  pretence, 
went  into  Asia,  that  he  mi^ht  not  witness  the 

flory  of  a  rival  who  had  oeen  oppressed  by 
is  ambition. 
irnivmai       The  rcpubUc,  having  attained  the  highest 
*'Tf"Sr^  point  of  greatness,  tottered  on  the  brink  of  the 
rrpuWic  precipice.      That  generous  patriotism,  which 
made  individuals  sacrifice  their  own  interest  to 
the  good  of  the  state,  was  almost  totally  for- 
gotten.    The  citizens  of  the  greatest  merit  be- 
came the  victims  of  the  worthless.     Rutilius 
being  basely  accused,  because  of  his  having  re- 
proved the  public  receivers  for  bein^  guilty  of 
extortion,  went  into  a  voluntary  exile,  rather 
than  stoop  to  offer  a  defence.     Upon  one  of 
his  acquanitance  saying  to  him,  that  a  civil 
war  would  very  soon  make  it  an  easy  matter 
to  have  him  recalled,  he  replied,  fVhat  harm 
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have  I  done  to  you^  Hiat  yim  should  wisJi  me  such 
an  unhappy  restoration  ?  May  my  country  ra^ 
ther  blush  at  my  being  in  banishment^  than  afflict- 
ed at  my  return  / 

To  enrich  themselves,  the  tax-^therers  may  oppn 
be  said  to  have  wasted  the  provinces.  Being  ®^ 
knights,  and  the  courts  of  justice  in  the  pos- 
session of  their  order,  they  were  not  apprehen- 
sive of  inquiries  being  made  into  their  con- 
duct, or  the  severity  of  justice.  Besides,  did 
not  the  produce  of  their  rapacious  plunderings 
procure  them  impoitance  with  their  riches, 
and,  in  some  degree,  a  title  to  impunity  ? 

The  greatest  oflScers  in  the  state  gave  into-  a   Luxury 
parade  of  opulence  and  the  caprices  of  luxury,  ^le  ^ent. 
which  give  room  to  suppose,  or  always  bring 
after  them,  a  depravation  of  manners. 

Crassus  the  orator,  though  he  was  censor,  Whimrf 
distinguished  himself  by  a  magnificence  which  ST*" 
would  have  been  punisned  in  former  times  as  "**®'' 
a  shameful  irregularity.  According  to  Macro- 
bius,  he  was  so  fond  of  a  tame  lamprey, .  that 
after  the  death  of  the  fish  he  wore  mourning, 
and  had  a  monument  erected  to  its  memory. 
A  senator,  who  was  tribune  of  the  people,  for 
the  patricians  came  to  be  desirous  of  that  of^ 
fice,  caused  the  law  to  be  annulled  which  li- 
mited the  expenses  of  the  table,  representing 
it  as  the  rust  of  harsh  uncivilized  antiquity.  In 
a  word,  the  passions  were  daily  inllamed  by 
new  vices,  and  one  spark  was  sufficient  to  kin- 
dle a  civil  war,  to  which  that  of  the  allies 
served  as  a  prelude.  66?. 

The  Italian  states,  allies  of  Rome,  hq,d  for  a     ^7" 
long  time  hoped  to  be  admitted  to  the  privi*    DrMuf, 
leges  of  Roman  citizens.     Caius  Gracchus,  to  ^^oVir, 
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strengthen  his  party,  had  endeavoured  to  pitv 
cure  this  important  advantage  to  die  Latins^ 
and  lost  his  life  in  the  attempt.  Dnisus,  the 
tribune,  a  man  of  eminent  abilities,  and  dis-» 
tinguished  by  his  birth,  formed  a  chimerical 
scheme  to  gratify  the  allies,  and  all  the  differ^ 
ent  orders  of  the  state.  Seeking  to  redress 
^reat  evils,  he  occasioned  still  greater,  which 
IS  a  common  consequence  when  vice  prevails. 
He  proposed  Agrarian  laws,  the  settling  of 
new  colonies,  and  the  distribution  of  com  for 
the  relief  of  the  poor :  he  likewise  proposed 
that  the  administration  of  justice  should  be 
shared  between  the  senators  and  the  knights, 
as  the  knights  had  publicly  abused  that  power; 
and  that  any  ma^strate  who  should  prevari<» 
cate  in  the  execution  of  that  office,  should  be 
brought  to  a  trial.  It  was  said,  thoug^h  upon 
what  authority  is  not  known,  that  he  intended 
to  indemnify  the  knights,  by  causing  three 
hundred  of  them  to  be  ad^tted  into  the  se^ 
nate.  As  the  allies  had  very  considerable  in- 
fluence by  means  of  their  friends  and  relations, 
Drusus  won  them  over  to  his  interest,  by  pro« 
misin^  them  the  privileges  of  citizens.  Sq 
well  £d  he  know  how  to  manage  the  tempers 
of  the  people,  that,  notwithstanmnff  the  warm* 
est  opposition,  his  laws  were  passed. 
DrmiM  Beside  the  inconvenience  arising  from  the 
''■^'"**^  number  of  citizens  being  multiphed  without 
end,  there  was  one  great  obstacle  to  the  pre- 
tensions of  the  allies.  The  Romans  could  not 
consent  to  make  these  people  their  equals, 
whom  they  had  always  looked  upon  as  their 
subjects  ;  and,  in  this  respect,  Drusus  felt  the 
weakness  of  his  influence,    ^he  allies,  having 
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lost  aU  hope  of  seeing  his  promise  made  good^ 
some  of  tnem  entered  into  a  resolution  to  aa« 
sassinate  the  consuls.  The  tribune  being  in-» 
formed  of  the  conspiracy,  had  the  generosity 
to  acquaint  Philippus  the  consul,  who  was  his 
greatest  enemy*  As  a  reward  of  his  service, 
he  was  himself  assassinated  very  soon  after; 
An  anecdote  has  been  related  of  him,  which 
will  serve  to  give  us  an  idea  of  his  virtue^ 
The  architect  offering  to  construct  a  new 
house  which  he  was  building,  in  such  a  man-* 
ner  as  to  prevent  his  being  overlooked ;  Ra^ 
ther  employ  yowr  art^  said  he,  Aat  my  actions 
may  be  ejcposed  to  the  view  of  the  whole  world. 
How  do  such  worthy  citizens  make  vice  hax^ 
down  her  head,  even  during  a  period  of  um. 
versal  corruption ! 

The  death  of  Drusus  served  as  a  signal  for  S^ 
the  war  of  the  allies,  who  had  concert^  to  re^  the  ^Bm. 
volt.  They  took  up  arms,  and  were  the  more  ^oMwu^ 
formidable  as  they  were  accustomed  to  the  mi« 
litary  knowledge  and  discipline  of  the  Romans; 
and  without  them  Rome  had  never  conquered* 
The  Samnites  and  Marsi  were  at  their  head« 
They  formed  a  plan  of  a  new  republic  upon 
the  model  of  that  whose  yoke  they  wantea  to 
shake  ofi^  and  i^ppointed  consuls,  pmstors,  and 
other  magistrates  for  themselves.  They  fought 
against  the  best  Roman  generals,  Manus,  SyU 
la,  and  Pompey ;  uid,  after  the  first  campai^, 
sent  to  Rome  to  demand  justice,  and  to  clami 
a  share  of  those  advantages  which  they  ha4 
contributed  to  procure.  The  senate  replied 
with  their  usual  steadiness,  that  their  demands 
might  be  attended  to,  if  they  laid  down  theif 
firms  and  acknowledged  their  fault;   but  if 
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they  did  not  comply,  let  them  take  care  how 
they  sent  any  more  ambassadors.     From  that 
time  they  fought  with  still  greater  inveteracy, 
and  with  various  success,  till  Roman  poUcy 
found  it  necessary  to  employ  artifice  as  well  as 
resolution.      After  having  enrolled  her  freed- 
men,  contrary  to  custom,  Rome  artfully  grant- 
ed the  privileges  of  the  city  to  those  of  the 
allies  wlio  had  continued  in  their  duty,  and 
also  to  such  of  the  rest  as  made  proper  sub- 
mission ;  so  that  the  Social  war  relaxed  all  at 
once.      Each    people    withdrawing  from   the 
league,  in  order  to  obtain  the  obiect  of  their 
pretensions  by  a  separate  treaty,  tne  Samnites 
and  the  Lucanians  alone  obstinately  persisted 
in  the  war. 
664.         The  senate  very  soon  discovered  a  means  of 
nJ^%ct  rendering  that  which  had  been  obtained  with  so 
formed    much  difficulty,  of  very  little  use  to  the  allies, 
thc^flkt.  Instead  of  distributing  them  among  the  thiity- 
five  tribes,  where,   from  their  number,   they 
would  have  had  a  majority  of  votes,  they  com- 
posed eight  new  trioes,  who,  as  they  were  to 
give  their  voices  last,  could  have  no  sort  of  in- 
fluence.    However,  they  consented  to  this,  ei- 
ther from  their  not  seeing  wliat  would  be  the 
consequence  of  such  an  arrangement,  or  tlmt 
they  were  sufficiently  gratified  Dy  being  admit- 
ted as  citizens. 
The         After  the  death  of  Drusus,  all  his  laws  were 
dqiri^   amiulled ;  but  Plautius  the  tiibune  succeeded 
the  Jmin».  ^cttcr  iu  Stripping  the  knights  of  their  jurisdic- 
tration    tiou.     Hc  causcd  a  law  to  be  passed  to  make 
juiiucc.    each  tribe  name  fifteen  of  their  number  to  try 
civil  causes;  but  the  audaciousness  of  the  wick- 
ed could  no  longer  be  restrained.    Asellio,  the; 
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pnetor,  v^ho  protected  the  poor  against  the 
usury  and  insults  of  their  creditors,-  was  assas- 
sinated at  the  very  time  he  was  oflfering  up  a 
sacrifice,  without  the  senate  being  able  to  ois- 
cover  the  authors  of  such  an  atrocious  and 
glaring  crime. 

The  practice  of  sacrificing  human  victims  mam 
had  taken  place  on  particular  occasions,  butfi]!^^ 
they  had  been  lately  forbidden.     It  was  an  ho- 
mage paid  to  humanity  :  but  we  shall  soon  see 
both  citizens  and  the  republic  sacrificed  to  gra- 
tify frantic  passions. 
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NINTH  EPOCH. 
THE  CIVIL  WARS.     RUIN  OF  THE  REPUBLIC. 

TKOM  THE  TEAR   OF  ROME  SIX    HUNDRED  AND    SIXTY 
FIVE  TO  SSTBN  HUNDRED  AND  TWENTY  FOUR* 


CHAPTER  I. 

MARIUS  AND  STLLA  BEGIN  THE  CIVIL  WAR. 

IV  Swtii  The  Sooial  war  being  ended,  it  was  but  mak- 
•JXSa  ^^S  ^^^  ^*^P  ^*rther  to  involve  the  republic  in 
wi«%    all  the  horrors  of  a  civil  war.   It  was  no  longer 
new  to  see  the  blood  flowing,  which  nature  and 
the  laws  should  have  renoered  precious,  and 
the  violence  of  the  diflferent  factions  had  made 
acts  of  oppression  perfectly  fiEuniliar.   When  an 
ambitious  man  is  desirous  of  carrying  his  point 
by  force  of  arms,  it  is  an  easy  matter  to  find 
ministers  for  his  outrageous  purposes,  of  which 
Marius  and  Sylla  set  a  dreadlul  example.    We 
ha\^  already  made  the  reader  sufficiently  ac- 
quainted with  Marius  ;  but  the  other  deserves 
to  be  better  known. 
HyiUHMi^     He  was  of  the  illustrious  family  of  the  Cor- 
•Jjj;^  nolii,  and  descended  from  Cornelius  Rufinus, 
"Imh.     who  had  been  expelled  the  senate  by  the  cen. 
iors  in  the  year  of  Rome  477?  because  he  had 
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silver  plate  in  his  possession  to  the  amoiint  of 
more  than  a  hundred  and  five  ounces,  and  from 
that  time  not  one  of  that  branch  of  the  family 
had  attained  the  rank  of  consul.  Sylla  being 
possessed  of  the  happiest  genius,  improved  by 
learning  and  politeness,  excited  by  ambition 
and  a  love  of  glory,  with  courage,  activity,  and 
excessive  pliancy  of  disposition,  was  perfectly 

?ualified  for  raising  the  honour  of  his  family, 
^hough  fond  of  pleasures,  he  knew  how  to  sa- 
crifice them  to  his  fortune  and  reputation ;  and« 
though  bom  to  very  little,  he  amassed  great 
riches,  which,  undoubtedly,  made  him  deserve 
the  censure  once  thrown  out  against  him.  Haw 
is  it  po$dble  that  you  can  be  an  honest  man,  who 
are  at  present  so  rich]  though  vour  father  did  not 
kceoe  you  any  thing  f  After  (he  Jugurthine  war, 
he  obtained  the  office  of  prcetor  py  means  of 
his  money  and  intrigues.  Perhaps  h6  owed  a 
considerable  part  of  nis  popularity  to  his  enter- 
taining the  people  with  a  combat  of  a  hundred 
lions  against  men,  a  most  dreadful  spectacle ! 
but  perfectly  agreeable  to  the  taste  of  the  Ro- 
mans ;  and  this,  together  with  his  distin^ished 
actions  during  the  Social  war,  wherein  ne  out- 
shone Marius,  greatly  increased  their  attach- 
ment to  his  person.  He  was  chosen  consul,  and 
was  sent  to  carry  on  the  war  against  M ithri- 
dates,  king  of  Pontus,  whom  I  shall  soon  have 
occasion  to  mention. 

Marius  could  never  forgive  Sylla  for  having  ^^^ 
ascribed  the  success  of  the  expedition  against  wrHtafrom 
Numidia  to  himself;  and,  though  old,  unwieldy,  oeBuii«nd  of 
and  infirm,  wished  to  have  the  command  m  ^^^l^iMt 
this  new  war.  To  carry  it  from  his  rival,  heM5A*2«^ 
joined  with  Sulpicius,  tribune  of  the  people,  an 
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an  insolent  unruly  man,  always  escorted  by  sa- 
telliteSy  whom  he  impudently  called  his  antise^ 
nate.  After  a  tumult,  in  which  the  lives  of 
both  consuls  were  in  danger,  a  law  was  passed 
by  the  tribune,  importing,  that  the  allies,  who 
were  newly  admitted  into  the  freedom  of  the 
city,  should  be  incorporated  with  the  ancient 
tribes,  instead  of  forming  eight  new  tribes,  as 
had  been  determined  by  the  late  conventions. 
By  this  means,  having  secured  a  majority  of 
votes,  he  proposed  to  appoint  Marius,  who  was 
then  out  of  office,  to  be  general  of  the  army 
against  Mithridates,  and  easily  carried  his  point. 
SyUa  Sylla  was  at  his  camp  when  he  received  in- 
'^J!^^^  formation  of  this  affiront,  and,  resolving  to  be 
in  hud.  revenged,  led  his  army,  upon  which  he  knew 
he  could  depend,  towards  Rome,  where  a  num- 
ber of  his  party  had  been  already  massacred. 
He  entered  sword  in  hand,  and  threatened  to 
set  fire  to  the  city,  if  he  met  with  the  least  op- 
position. Marius  and  Sulpicius  being  fled,  he 
restrained  the  soldiers,  and  prevented  them 
from  committing  any  outrage.  He  annulled  the 
laws  of  Sulpicius,  and  reestablished  the  autho- 
rity of  the  senate,  by  restoring  the  ancient  rule, 
which  forbid  any  law  to  be  proposed  until  it 
had  their  sanction.  He  enacted,  that  the  peo- 
ple should  from  thenceforth  give  their  votes  by 
centuries,  and  not  by  tribes,  and  they,  being 
intimidated,  confinnea  all  these  changes.  The 
republic  was  in  such  a  wavering  state,  that 
whoever  was  strongest  dictated  whatever  laws 
he  pleased.  When  principles  are  annihilated, 
force  must  govern. 
!>««•  The  consul,  to  gratify  his  revenue,  proposed 
V»n-  to  the  senate,  to  have  Marius  and  nis  son,  Sul- 
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picius,  and  nine  of  their  adherents,  declared  ene-^ 
mies  of  their  country.  This  was  opposed  with 
great  spirit  by  Q.  Scaevola,  a  learnea  and  truly 
worthy  citizen.  *  Neither  your  threatening, 
nor  your  soldiers, '  said  he,  *  shall  make  me  dis- 
grace my  old  age,  by  declaring  that  man  the 
enemy  of  Rome,  who  has  preserved  both  Rome 
and  Italy.  *    But  the  other  senators  were  more 

Sliant,  and  passed  a  decree  of  proscription, 
'he  head  of  Sulpicius  being  brought  to  Rome 
became  an  object  of  terror.  Marius  was  taken 
in  the  marshes  of  Mintumse,  where  he  had  con- 
cealed himself.  A  soldier,  who  was  to  have 
been  his  executioner,  awed  by  the  sight  of  that 
great  general,  durst  not  strike  the  blow  ;  and 
the  people  of  Mintumse  assisted  him  to  make 
his  escape  into  Africa.  The  governor  of  that 
province  having  sent  him  orders  to  depart,  Ma- 
rius boldly  replied  to  the  officer  who  delivered 
the  message.  Go  and  tell  hifn^  that  thou  hast  seen 
Marius^  a  fugitive^  amidst  the  ruins  of  Carthage. 
A  striking  picture  of  the  vicissitudes  of  for- 
tune !  He  then  retired  with  his  son  to  an  island, 
in  expectation  of  some  favourable  revolution. 

Every  thing  very  soon  changed  its  appear-  eec 
ance  in  Rome.  Cinna,  a  violent  partisan  of  Ma-  "*"* 
rius,  was  chosen  consul ;  to  which  Sylla  agreed, 
after  having  made  him  swear  that  he  would  not 
oppose  his  mterest.  He  even  afiected  to  rejoice 
at  seeing  the  people  make  use  of  that  liberty  to 
which  he  pretended  he  had  restored  them ;  but 
this  moderation  was  not  sufficient  to  disarmhis 
opponents  of  the  hatred  they  had  conceived 
against  him.  The  new  consul,  though  his  rela- 
tion, caused  him  immediately  to  be  accused  by 
a  tribune,  and  by  this  means  obliged  him  to  set 
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out  for  the  army  that  was  oigaged  ia  carrying^ 
on  the  war  against  Mithridates.    For  all  prose^ 
cutions  against  a  citizen  immediately  ceased 
when  he  was  employed  in  the  service  of  the  ra«- 
public ;  and,  upon  nis  departure,  Cinna  acted 
without  any  reserve.  He  restored  the  law  made 
by  Sulpicius  regarding  the  privileges  of  the  al« 
lies  ;  but,  being  opposed  by  his  colleague  Oc^ 
tavius,  they  came  to  olows,  and  the  forum  flow* 
ed  with  blood.    The  enenw  of  Sylla  was  driven 
out  of  Rome,  deprived  oT  the  consulship,  and 
Merula,  priest  of  Jupiter,  chosen  his  successor. 
Marios  and     Marius,  finding  this  a  favourable  opportuni^ 
^^i^ty,  returned  and  joined  Cinna,  who  deckredhim 
■^     proconsul,  when  both,  at  the  head  €)£  a  consi-r 
th^i^^l^derable  army,  laid  siege  to  tibie  city.  Their  pre* 
sumption  was  greatly  increased  by  the  senate 
submitting  to  send  them  deputies.  Cinna  refus- 
ed to  hearaen  to  them  till  he  was  acknowledge 
ed  to  be  the  rightful  consul,  and  promised,  up* 
on  his  being  recognised  afier  the  voluntary  de- 
missicm  of  ^feruE^  that  he  would  spare  the 
lives  of  the  people ;  but,  nevertheless,  Marius 
and  he,  with  the  other  leaders,  entered  into  a 
resolution  to  put  all  those  to  death  whom  they 
looked  upon  as  enemies,  and,  accordingly,  that 
dreadful  massacre  was  perpetrated. 
Ue«  of  Um     Let  us  figure  to  ourselves  a  city  stormed  hj 
""^^  savages ;  the  heads  of  the  most  illustrious  citi* 
R«n«-    sens  exposed  to  public  view  upon  the  rostra ; 
the  possession  of  wealth  and  power  a  sufficient 
cause  for  being  proscribed  ;  a  thirst  of  blood 
increased  even  by  carnage ;  the  fVuiows  Mari- 
os, who  had  affected  to  feel  the  depression  of  a 
man  under  misfortunes,  though  above  seventy 
years  of  age,  surpassing  Cinna  in  acts  of  crueU 
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tf,  and  we  shall  have  formed  an  idea  of  the 
dreadful  spectacle  which  was  then  exhibited  in 
Rome« 

I  shall  mention  a  single  anecdote,  which  may  om 
serve  to  mark  the  character  of  civil  wars.  Two    JSl 


brothers  happened  to  encounter  in  an  engage^ 
ment,  wherein  the  one  killed  the  other  without 
knowing  him ;  and,  while  stripping  him  of  his 
armour,  discovered  who  he  was,  when,  in  a 
transport  of  despair,  he  immediately  killed  him-» 
seli'  upon  the  funeral  pile  of  his  brother,  that 
their  ashes  by  that  means  mi^ht  be  mingled. 

At  the  close  of  this  year  of  oarbarity,  Marius  nnth 
and  Cinna  seized  upon  the  consulship,  without  "*  **"" 
condescending  to  wait  the  form  ot  election. 
The  first  of  them  died  very  soon  after.  Being 
greatly  disturbed  by  the  apprehensions  which 
were  the  natural  consequence  of  his  guilt,  he 
dreaded  the  return  of  the  victorious  Sy  lb,  whose 
vengeance,he  concluded,must  be  terrible.  Hav* 
ing  no  resources  from  the  exercise  of  reason,  he 
endeavoured,  by  immoderate  drinking,  to  lull 
his  senses  asleep,  and  thus  met  the  death  he  de- 
served. If  that  monster  of  cruelty  and  wicked- 
ness saved  Rome,  it  was  only  to  destroy  it  on  a 
future  occasion.  Learning,  which  he  so  much 
affected  to  despise,  would  at  least  have  informed 
him,  that  he  only  tormented  himself  in  a  vain 
pursuit  of  happiness  ;  that  being  elected  seven 
times  to  the  consulship  was  an  ineffectual  reme- 
dy for  the  distractions  of  a  mind  immersed  in 
guilt;  and  that  iniquitous  power  employed  in  ex- 
ercises of  cruelty,  must  prove  an  equal  scourge 
to  the  oppressor  and  the  oppressed.  ^  His  ex- 
ample will  never  be  quotea  by  the  enemies  of 

vox*.  II.  E 
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learning.  No  better  evidence  need  be  adduced 

to  refute  their  invectives. 

^•'*^      Valerius  Maximus  tells  us,  that  the  day  on 

,  TmMk   which  Marius  was  buried,  Fimbria,  one  of  his 

SeK^Lj^ most  violent  partisans,  caused  the  celebrated 

'~*^*    pontiff  Sccevola  to  be  assassinated  ;  and,  as  the 

wound  did  not  prove  mortal,  summoned  him  to 

be  tried.     Some  person  asking  Fimbria,  Qfwhat 

he  proposed  to  accuse  Ms  valuable  man  /   Of  not 

having  received  the  wound  of  the  dagger  deep 

fnough  in  his  body,  said  he,  ^  which  he  ought  to 

have  been  killed.   This  story  seeips  ab»Lird  ;  but 

such  men  were  much  worse  than  wild  beasts* 


CHAPTER  11. 

THE  EXPEDITIONS  OF  STIXA  INTO  GREECE  AND 
ASIA.  MITH&IDATES  A  TORMIDABLE  ENEMY  TO 
IIOME. 

ifiAriJgM  Xi;  is  now  time  to  follow  Sylla  in  his  expedi- 
*  **'*"*'""*  tions,  and  to  be  made  acquainted  with  the  fa- 
tuous enemy  against  whom  he  was  employed* 
We  have  already  seen  the  Roman  republic  esta* 
blish  her  despotic  sway  in  Asia,  commandinfir 
kings,  protecting  some  to  subdue  others,  and 
setting  nerself  up  as  an  universal  umpire,  that 
she  might  decide  in  such  manner  as  was  best 
calculated  to  serve  her  own  purposes.  When 
Mithridates,  king  of  Pontus,  came  to  be  of  age 
sufficient  to  engage  in  miUtary  enterprises,  he 
was  resolved  to  oppose  this  ambitious  power* 
His  illustrious  birth,  the  elevation  of  his  senti- 
ments, the  great  powers  of  his  genius,  his  cou- 
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rage  confirmed  by  being  inured  to  fatigue^  his 
advantageous  situation,  his  harbours  upon  the 
Engine  sea,  altogether  contributed  to  make  him 
capable  of  succeeding  in  the  most  difficult  un- 
dertakings ;  and  his  ambition  was  boundless. 

This  prince  had  wrested  Cappadocia  from  Hit 
Ariobarzanes,  and  Bithynia  from  Nicomedes,  •'^^'••^ 
both  of  them  kinj^  in  aUiance  with  Rome,  and 
conquered  all  Asia  Minor.  Rome  having  de- 
clared  war  against  him,  he  caused  fourscore 
thousand  Romans  or  Italians  to  be  massacred 
in  one  day,  as  if  he  had  been  resolved  to  kindle 
Bsx  irreconcilable  hatred  between  the  two  na- 
tions. Such  a  dreadful  carnage,  which  was  ex- 
tended with  the  same  rage  through  all  the  pro- 
vinces, proves  how  much  the  Roman  yoke  was 
detested  in  Asia. 

The  generals  of  Mithridates  at  last  took  pos- 
session of  Greece ;  and  the  Athenians  were  fool- 
ishly elated  at  this  change  of  masters.  Aristion, 
an  ambitious  sophist,  who  inspired  them  with 
this  enthusiasm  in  favour  of  Mithridates,  go- 
verned Athens  like  a  tyrant ;  the  worthy  lead- 
er of  a  slavish  people,  whose  ancient  glory  was 
reduced  to  disputes  about  words. 

Mithridates  navin^  taken  advantage  of  the  g^^f*^ 
troubles  which  prevailed  in  Rome,  Sylla,  as  wepoMmon  of 
formerly  observed,  at  last  set  out  to  stop  his  car    *  " 
reer ;  and,  passing  into  Greece,  resolved  to  seize 
Athens  and  the  Piraeus  at  the  same  time.    The 
money  with  which  he  had  been  supplied  being 
insufficient,  for  he  lavished  it  upon  nis  soldiers 
to  attach  them  to  his  interest,  he  seized  upojQ 
the  treasures  of  the  temples,  not  even  sparing 
that  of  Pelphos.    On  receiving  them,  he  said, 
smiling,  that  his  victory  certainly  could  not  be 
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doubted,  since  fns  troops  were  paid  by  the  gods. 
Thougli  surrounded  with  dangers,  the  Atheni- 
ans could  not  help  retorting  the  raillery.  A 
dreadful  famine  compelled  them  to  sue  for 
pardon ;  and  their  deputies,  or  rather  the  depu- 
ties of  Aristion,  were  sent  to  haran^e  Sylla. 
They  spoke  loudly  of  Theseus  and  of  Codrus ; 
of  the  battles  of  Marathon  and  Salamis.  Go 
and  repeat  tJieseJine  discourses  in  your  schools ,  ye 
vain  conceited  mortals,  said  he,  /  did  not  come 
here  to  learn  your  history,  but  to  punish  rebels. 
The  city  was  taken  by  storm,  and  given  up  to 
be  plundered.  But  the  conqueror,  when  he  was 
about  to  give  orders  to  raze  it  to  the  ground, 
relented,  (md  pardoned  the  living  for  the  sake  qf 
the  dead.  Such  respect  did  the  glory  of  the  an- 
cient heroes  of  Athens,  and  the  great  geniuses 
which  she  had  formerly  produced,  still  com- 
mand, notwithstanding  tne  abject  state  to  which 
that  famous  republic  had  fallen.  The  Pirseus 
was  burnt  to  tne  ground,  after  Archelaus,  one 
of  the  best  generals  of  Mithridates,  had  been 
obliged  to  abandon  it. 
.  He  All  the  hopes  of  the  enemy  were  blasted  by 

^TrSto.  two  complete  victories  gained  by  Sylla;  the  one 
"***  at  Cheronea  and  the  other  at  Orchomenos.  He 
accj^uired  the  more  honour  by  the  second  battle, 
as  it  was  on  the  point  of  being  lost.  Seeing  his 
troops  flying,  he  hastened  to  that  (quarter,  dis- 
mounted from  his  horse,  and,  seizing  a  stand- 
ard, exposed  himself  to  the  enemy,  at  the  same 
time  crying  out  to  his  flying  army,  //  shall  be 
^y  gtory  that  I  perished  here  ;  but  for  you,  if  you 
are  asked  where  you  abandoned  your  general,  you 
may  answer  at  Orchomenos.  This  was  sufl^ient 
to  make  the  Romans  invincible. 
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At  this  time  when  SyUa  wa3  bo  employed  RigectB  tiie 
in  supporting  the  Roman  csinse,  he  was  pro- made  him  by 
bribed  as  an  enemy  of  the  republic.     Cinna,  ^^^ 
who  was  chosen  cpnsul  for  the  third  time,  ia  wShrkut«ir 
conjunction  with  Carbo,  his  colleague,  exercise 
ed  the  most  insufterable  tyranny.     Archelaus, 
thinking  that  Sylla  would  be  glad  in  such  a  sir 
tuation  to  bring  the  war  to  a  speedy  conclu^   . 
sion,  made  him  an  offer  of  every  kind  of  assists 
ance  if  he  chose  to  return  into  Italy.     The  Ror 
man  general,  incensed  at  the  proposal,  offered 
him  in  his  turn  to  place  him  on  tne  throne  of 
Mithridates,  if  he  wpuld  deliver  up  the  fleet 
which  was  undqr  his  commaiid.    Archelaus  rcr 
plied,  he  abhorred  treason.     Whaty  s^id  3ylla, 
shall  you,  a  Cappadodan^  the  slave  or  Jriend  of  a 
king  of  barbarians,  blush  to  purchase  a  crown  ctt 
such  a  price,  yet  dare  to  talk  of  treachery  tq  a  Ror 
man  general,  to  Sylla  f  He  concluded,  by  pre- 
scribing the  terms  upon  which  a  peace  would 
be  granted  to  Mithndates ;  that  he  should  yield 
up  all  his  conquests,  ^uid  confine  himself  with- 
in his  ancient  territories ;  that  he  should  re- 
turn 9.11  his  prisoners  and  the  fugitive  slaves  ; 
{)ay  two  thousand  talents  to  the  Romans,  and 
ikewise  deliver  to  them  seventy  of  his  sliips  af 
war.    To  which  terms  Archelaus  agreed,  with- 
out waiting  for  instructions  from  Mithridates. 

In  the  mean  time,  Valerius  Elaccus,  who  had    fuujcim 
been  appointed  general  hy  Cinna,  came,  by  or-  ""gjg^"^ 
der  of  tne  senate,  to  deprive  Sylla  of  the  com-   kjiw  .^y 
mand ;   an  order  not  eas^  to  oe  executed.  All    "" 
his  army,  except  two  legions,  forsook  him,  and 
joined  tne  troops  under  Sylla.  Flaccus,  finding 
that  he  could  do  nothing  against  him,  marched 
Ikway  for  Byzantium  to  attack  Mithridates,  but 
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was  killed  by  his  own  lieutenant,  the  violent 
Fimbria,  whom  he  had  degraded,  and  who  had 
not  the  least  regard  for  duties  of  any  kind. 
Fimbria  immediately  assumed  the  command, 
and  began  the  war  m  Asia  with  considerable 
success.  He  encouraged  his  army  by  indulging 
them  in  licentiousness,  and  the  liberty  of  piun^ 
dering  wherever  they  went,  without  foreseeinsf, 
that  troops  once  corrupted  will  not  long  conti- 
nue in  subordination. 
DMrth ,       Mithridates  requested  an  interview  with  Syl- 

of  Fimbnft.  Y^^  ^Q  whom  hc  submitted  upon  the  terms  al- 
ready proposed  ;  and  immediately  aft^  the 
conclusion  of  the  treaty,  Sylla  marched  against 
Fimbria,  who  was  his  personal  enemy.  He 
caused  him  to  be  summoned  to  come  and  give 
up  the  command  of  the  army.  But  Fimbria  re- 
fused ;  and,  being  forsaken  by  all  his  soldiers, 
after  having  endeavoured,  in  vain,  to  procure 
the  assassination  of  the  general,  he  fell  upon 
his  own  sword.  He  had  all  the  abilities  and 
all  the  cruelty  of  Marius. 
SvDa         The  fortunate  Sylla  having  thus  overcome 

'"'i^.'*"  every  obstruction,  was  unwilling  to  leave  Asia 
till  he  had  revenged  the  massacre  of  so  many 
Romans.  Flutarcn  says,  that  the  contributions 
which  were  levied  from  the  rebellious  cities 
amoimted  to  twenty  thousand  talents.  His  le- 
gions were  cantoned  over  the  whole  country, 
where  the  inhabitants  were  obliged  to  pay  each 
soldier  sixteen  drachmae  every  day,besiaes  lodg- 
ing, and  furnishing  them  witn  provision.  Sucn 
a  pernicious  example  foreboded  the  decay^  of 
discipline.  *  Then, '  says  Sallust,  *  was  the  first 
time  that  a  Roman  army  was  seen  to  have  a 
passion  for  wine  and  women ;  a  taste  for  sta- 
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tues,  pictures,  and  carved  vases ;  to  rob  indilri- 
duals,  cities,  and  temples ;  and,  in  a  word,  to 
pillage  every  thing  both  sacred  and  profane.  ^ 
Every  day  this  rapacious  disposition  increased 
nM)re  and  more.  As  much  as  Sylla  deserves  to 
be  censured  for  allowing  discipline  to  be  ener- 
vated, so  much  does  he  deserve  to  be  admired, 
isays  Paterculus,  for  having  suspended  his  re* 
sentment,  and  left  his  own  interest  neglected, 
until  he  had  finished  the  war  against  Mithri- 
dates*  *  He  thought  it  his  duty  to  crush  the 
enemy,  before  he  revenged  liie  injuries  done  to 
him  by  his  fellow  citizens.  *  But  all  his  glory 
was  very  soon  tarnished  by  the  cruelty  oi  that 
revenge ;  and  the  adversary  of  Marius  was  fot 
a  time  a  fisiithful  imitator  of  his  inhumanity. 

An  universal  disorder  in  the  public  finances,  DMen  m 
as  well  as  in  private  fortunes,  which  was  eSecU 
ed  by  the  distrust,  and  the  perpetual  alarms  to 
which  the  Romans  had  been  for  some  time  ex- 
posed ;  but,  above  all,  by  the  loss  of  Asia,  where 
the  republic  had  an  infinite  number  of  settle- 
ments. The  ruin  of  public  credit  by  this  vio- 
lent shock,  and  the  cnanj^e  that  was  made  iii 
the  value  of  money,  which  occasioned  every 
commercial  transaction  to  be  distrusted,  all 
concurred  to  increase  the  distractions  in  Rome 
after  the  death  of  Marius.  Cinna  and  Carbo, 
who  were  still  consuls,  had  raised  troops  to  op- 
pose Sylla.  The  first  of  them  fell  in  a  military 
sedition,  and  the  other  demanded  hostages  frdnl 
all  the  towns  in  Italy ;  but  Castricius,  ttie  chief 
magistrate  of  Placentia,  refusing  to  comply,  / 
have  a  number  of  swards^  said  Can>o ;  and  7,  re- 
plied the  magistrate,  boldly,  a  number  of  years. 
A  similar  answer  was  said  to  have  been  given 
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by  Solon  to  Pisbtratus.  It  expresses  the  noble 
sentiments  of  an  old  man,  who  values  life  as  no- 
thing in  comparison  of  virtue. 


CHAPTER  III. 

RETURN  OF  SYLLA.      HIS  PROSCRIPTIONS.      HIS 
DICTATORSHIP,  AND  HIS  DEATH. 

em  When  Sylla  arrived  with  his  army,  which 
"sJSL"'  consisted  only  of  about  forty  thousand  men, 
}ie  found  above  two  hundred  thousand  in  arms 
to  oppose  him ;  but  he  was  beloved  by  his  soU 
diers,  and  had  the  art  to  seduce  the  rest  to 
join  his  party.  Carbo,  speaking  of  him  said, 
ffe  is  a  Uon  and  a  fox.  I  oread  me  fox  more  ttian 
the  lion.  A  whole  consular  ariny,  with  Cethegus 
Verres,  and  Pompey,  who,  though  very  young*, 
had  made  himsell  already  eminent  by  his  merit, 
together  with  many  other  of  high  rank,  joined 
his  standard.  He  animated  the  people,  ^d 
inspired  them  with  confidence.  Crassus  hav<r 
ing  demanded  an  escort  when  going  to  levy 
troops,  because  he  was  to  cross  a  country  in 
possession  of  the  enemy ;  /  give  you  for  an  es^ 
cor  I,  said  Sy\\aji/ourfit/ier,t/ottr  brother,  and  your 
kindred,  who  have  been  inhumanly  butchered,  and 
fvhose  murder  I  seek  to  revenge.  At  these  words, 
Crassus  instantly  set  out,  and  executed  his  com-r 
mission  successfully. 
He  pirn  "^^  consi^l  Nor  Dauus  was  defeated  in  an  acr 
•^  F»*  tion  where  he  lost  seven  thousand  men.  The 
young  Marius  being  consid  next  year,  after 
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having,  like  his  &ther,  destroyed  a  great  many 
of  the  senate,  in  his  turn  engaged  Sylla,  ana 
saw  his  army  cut  to  pieces.  According  to  SyU 
la's  memoirs,  quoted  by  Plutarch,  he  lost  only 
twenty-three  men,  though  he  killed  twenty 
thousand  of  the  enemy,  and  took  eight  thou^ 
sand  prisoners.  How  is  it  possible  to  credit 
this,  if  we  believe  what  is  said  afterwards,  that 
'Iboth  armies  fought  for  a  considerable  time  with 
doubtful  success ! 

A  last  victory,  which  was  gained  over  the  ™J^ 
Samnites  and  the  Lucanians,  at  the  gates  of 
Rome,  was  still  more  glorious  for  Sylla.  These 
unconquerable  enemies  of  the  Roman  name 
obstinately  persisted  in  carrying  on  the  Social 
war,  under  the  command  of  Telesinus,  who 
was  a  brave  and  able  general ;  and  were  not 
defeated  till  after  they  had  been  victorious. 
Telesinus  Was  killed  in  the  field  of  battle.  SyL 
]^  caused  six  thousand  men  to  be  cruelly  mas- 
tered, who  had  laid  down  their  arms,  and  to 
whom  he  had  promised  their  lives.  The  rage 
of  civil  war  had  poisoned  a  character  which 
$eemed  to  have  been  more  inclined  to  acts  of 
beneficence  and  moderation  than  violence. 

In  all  the  histories  of  human  barbarity,  there  ^  ^^i^ 
are  .few  instances  of  enormous  cruelty  to  be  p«»cribed^ 
compared  with  the  proscriptions  of  Sylla.  Some 
person  said  to  him,  *  We  do  not  ask  mercy  for 
those  whom  you  are  resolved  to  put  to  deaths 
but  that  you  would  relieve  from  apprehension 
those  whom  you  mean  to  save.  ^  He  answered, 
J  do  not  as  yet  know  whom  I  mean  to  save.  *  Then 
name  those  whom  you  are  resolved  to  destroy. ' 
repUed  the  other.  The  next  day  was  publish-r 
^a  list  of  fourscore  who  were  proscribed,  of 
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whom  Marius  and   Carbo,   the  two  consuls^ 
were  the  first ;  the  day  following  another  list 
of  two  hundred  and  twenty ;  and  a  like  num- 
ber again  on  the  third  day.    At  last  the  tyrant 
declared  that  he  would  pardon  none  of  his  ene- 
mies. 
cnidtf        To  afford  any  of  them  an  asylum,  though 
"^  •*  connected  by  the  ties  of  blood,  was  a  capital 
gni^    offence.    The  slave  was  invited  by  rewaros  to 
cxtieimty.  j^^jp^j^j.  j^jg  master,  and  even  the  son  to  kill  hia 

father;  the  sum  of  two  talents  being  paid  for 
the  head  of  every  person  proscribed.  Property 
was  confiscated,  ^id  even  unborn  generations 
were  punished ;  for  the  grandchildren  of  those 
unfortunate  people  were  declared  infamous,  and 
incapable  ot  holding  any  office.  Rome  and 
the  provinces  were  made  scenes  of  dreadful 
butcnery ;  for  evest  numbers  were  sacrificed 
only  because  of  their  wealth.  //  is  my  estate 
thai  has  proscribed  me^  said  a  peaceable  quiet 
man,  of  the  name  of  Aurelius,  who  lived  fisur 
distant  from  all  intrigues  of  state. 
c^tOiM  It  is  enough  to  mention,  that  Catiline,  who 
^"^H^had  been  the  executioner  of  his  brother  and 
.„JL^2««.  brother-in-law,  was  the  principal  minister  in 
this  dreadful  havoc.  After  having  presented 
to  Sylla  in  the  forum,  the  bloody  head  of  a  per^ 
son  who  had  been  proscribed,  he  washed  his 
hands  in  the  lustral  water  of  a  temple,  that  he 
might  equally  insult  religion  and  humanity, 
^^biof  Marius  bemg  no  longer  able  to  defend  ^Pte^ 
•nd  Carbo.  neste,  uow  Palestrina,  to  which  he  had  retired, 
agreed  with  one  of  his  friends  that  they  should 
put  one  another  to  death;  and,  accordingly, 
they  fell  by  mutual  wounds.  Carbo,  the  otnef 
consul,  fled  from  Italy,  and  was  pursued  by 
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Pompey,  who  saw  him  prostrate  at  his  feet, 
and  ordered  him  to  be  put  to  death,  though 
Carbo  had  a  right  to  expect  a  proof  of  his  gra- 
titude. Thus  the  Romans  reven^d  upon  one 
another  the  cause  of  so  many  nations,  who  had 
been  crushed  by  their  amoition.  Thus,  the 
love  of  country  being  totally  extinguished  by 
every  vicious  habit,  the  people  gave  themselves 
up  to  the  gratification  of  every  violent  passion, 
to  wickedness  and  murder. 

One  man  being  in  possession  of  the  whole  en. 
authority,  the  republic  was  at  an  end.  It  was  pe^^ 
by  his  sword  that  he  acquired  and  maintained  *ctrtor. 
his  title ;  but  he  wanted  one  yet  more  respect- 
able. As  the  very  name  of  king  would  nave 
made  the  Romans  shudder  witn  horror,  he 
caused  it  to  be  proposed  to  the  people,  that  a 
dictator  should  be  appointed  for  an  unlimited 
time,  to  repair  the  evils  which  the  state  had 
sustained ;  and  declared,  that  if  they  thought 
proper  to  intrust  him,  he  was  willing  to  ms- 
charge  the  duties  of  that  office.  This  was,  in 
fiict,  appointing  himself,  though  by  his  address 
he  saved  appearances.  Thus  perpetual  despo- 
tism was  established  by  the  votes  of  the  people, 
for  no  power  upon  earth  was  more  aroitrary 
than  that  of  a  dictator. 

SyUa,  who  had  made  himself  the  tyrant  of  J^f^ 
Rome,  by  seizing  favourable  opportunities  of   i»w»  to 
accomplishing  his  purposes,  no  sooner  found^""^"^ 
that  he  was  absolute  master,  than  he  made 
some  very  prudent  laws  to  restore  good  order 
in  the  state.  He  curbed  murder  and  oppressicm; 
he  restored  the  courts  of  justice  to  tne  senate, 
into  which  he  incorporate  300  knights,  to  fill 
up  the  vacancies  occasioned  by  the  war  and 
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proficriptiODs ;  be  so  riegulated  the  order  of  suc^ 
cession  to  offices,  that  no  one  could  be  appoints 
ed  prsetor  till  he  had  served  the  office  ot  quaes^ 
tor,  nor  consul  without  having  previously  been 

Ersetor.  And,  according  to  the  ancient  laws, 
e  enacted,  that  an  interval  of  ten  years  should 
pass  before  the  same  person  could  be  re-elected 
consul.  He  limited  the  power  of  the  tribune-., 
^hip,  by  prohibiting  the  tribunes  from  inter- 
meddling in  legislation,  by  ordering  that  they 
should  be  chosen  out  of  the  body  of  the  senate, 
and  that  they  should  not  expect  to  rise  to  a 
higher  dimity.  From  that  time,  the  tribune-r 
ship  afforded  no  temptation  to  the  ambitious ; 
for  how  was  it  to  be  expected  that  the  first  of-, 
fices  of  the  republic  would  be  renounced  ? 
^«7».  After  having  destroyed  a  hundred  thousand 
A?"  citizens  in  war,  ninety  senators,  and  above  two 
**^*^*''*^  thousand  six  hundred  knights  by  proscriptions ; 
after  having  established  his  power  upon  the 
ruin  of  so  many  families,  so  many  cities,  and 
even  the  republic  herselfi  it  can  scarcely  be 
conceived  that  Sylla  should  have  incUnation  or 
courage  to  resign  the  dictatorship;  however, 
\ie  not  only  did  so,  but  even  declared  that  he 
was  ready  to  give  an  account  of  his  conduct. 
He  used  afterwards  to  walk  in  public  without 
any  guard,  and  with  very  few  friends.  But  he 
freed  ten  thousand  slaves,  and  raised  them  to 
the  rank  of  citizens ;  he  had  given  possessions 
in  the  colonies  to  his  old  soldiers ;  he  had  li- 
berally rewarded  his  adherents,  and  they  alone 
were  in  possession  of  all  offices,  both  civil  and 
military.  He  could  not  then  be  in  want  of  pro- 
tectors ;  and  the  terror  of  his  name  served  nim 
iostead  of  guards.    However,  the  very  day  ou 
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which  he  abdicated^  a  young  man  had  the  in- 
solence to  afiront  him  by  abusive  language. 
Sylla,  without  returning  him  any  answer,  only 
said,  That  young  man  will  be  the  cause  that  an^ 
other  in  my  situation  will  not  think  of  resigning. 

Pleasures  and  debauchery,  to  which  he  gave  KOMby 
himself  up  more  than  ever,  brought  upon  him  ^ 
the  lousy  disease,  which  put  an  end  to  his  life, 
at  the  age  of  sixty.  He  preserved  the  activity 
of  his  genius  to  the  very  last ^  by  being  still  en- 
gaged m  public  affairs,  and  employing  himself 
in  writing  his  memoirs,  a  curious  worK,  which 
is  not  now  extant.  It  is  said  that  his  epitaph, 
composed  by  himself,  in  substance  declared, 
that  no  man  had  ever  done  more  good  to  his  friends^ 
or  more  harm  to  his  enemies.  He  had  taken  the 
surname  of  The  Fortunate^  either  because  he 
thought  Fortune  was  attached  to  him,  or  wish- 
ed to  have  it  generally  believed.  But  if  he 
was  fortunate  in  his  enterprises,  he  was  igno- 
rant of  real  happiness,  which  is  incompatible 
with  the  perplexities  that  agitate  a  soul  under 
the  dominion  of  the  passions.  Had  he  lived  in 
an  earlier  a^,  he  perhaps  would  have  been  a 
valuable  citizen ;  but  he  was  in  some  measure 
compelled  to  acts  of  cruelty  by  the  ambition  of 
Marius ;  and  he  only  became  an  oppressor  to 
check  the  oppressions  of  a  cruel  monster.  Such 
is  the  power  which  circumstances  have  over  the 
human  mind,  when  it  is  no  longer  under  pru- 
dent regulation. 

From  the  example  of  Sylla,  the  people  of     m. 
Rome  had  been  taught  that  the  republic  could  j^^j^tiie 
be  subdued  by  one  of  her  own  citizens ;  and  ®*^^jj^J"^ 
thus  factions  were  daily  multiplied.    The  con-  u  defeated, 
sul  Lepidus,  with  very  slender  abilities,  was 
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ambitious  of  governing,  but  was  opposed  by  his 
colleague,  Catulus ;  and  if  the  senate  had  not 
obliged  them  to  swear  that  they  would  not  take 
up  arms,  the  civil  war  would  have  been  re- 
kmdled.  At  the  expiration  of  his  consulship, 
Xiepidus  thought  himself  disengaged  from  his 
promise,  and  marched  with  an  army  to  Rome, 
m  order  to  obtain  the  consulship  a  second 
time,  by  compulsion.  Being  repulsed  and  o- 
vercome  by  Catulus  and  Pompey,  he  passed 
over  to  Sardinia,  where,  hearing  of  the  mfide- 
lity  of  his  wile,  he  died  with  vexation. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

THE  WAR  OF  SERTORIUS.  SPARTACU8  AT  THE  HEAD 
OF  A  BODY  OF  SLAVES.  POBCPEY  DEFEATS  THE 
PIRATES. 

Sertorius,  a  man  truly  formidable,  revived 
'^"^  the  party  of  Marius  in  Spain.    He  was  skilled 
Jl^^  in  war,  a  profoimd  politician,  and  possessed  as 
Spun,    much  virtue  as  was  practicable  in  the  midst  of 
vice  and  faction.    After  having  siiffered  many 
misfortunes,  he  retired  among  the  Lusitanians, 
where  he  was  intrusted  with  the  conunand  of 
their  army,  and  very  soon  acquired  a  dominion 
over  the  minds  of  those  baroarians.     A  tame 
hind,  by  which  he  said  he  was  miraculously  in- 
formed of  things  which  he  discovered  by  his 
prudence,  was  not  too  rude  an  instrument  to 
deceive  tbeir  superstition;  but  to  this  expe- 


OF  THE  ROMANS.  79 

ili^t  he  added  others  more  effectunl,  victories 
and  a  prudent  government. 

With  a  small  army  he  maintained  an  obsti-n*aUitMi 
nate  war  against  a  number  of  Roman  generals^iikTiStiM. 
who  conunanded  more  than  a  himdred  thou- 
sand men.  The  art  of  encamping,  skilful 
^larches,  stratagems,  suddect  ana  seasonable 
attacks,  without  bein^  exposed  to  risk,  cour« 
age  added  to  disciplme,  the  admiration  and 
confidence  with  which  he  inspired  his  soldiers, 
seemed  to  increase  his  power  upon  every  occa- 
sion. During  the  life  of  Sylla,  a  number  of 
illustrious  m^contents  fled  to  Sertorius  for  an 
asylum,  and  of  them  he  formed  aii  assembly, 
wnich  he  called  the  Roman  senate.  In  fact, 
he^  might  with  some  reason  have  used  Cor- 
neille's  expression,  Rome  is  no  longer  in  Mame^ 
but  wherever  I  am.  * 

Metellus,  one  of  Sylla's  lieutenants,  having  ^J^J^ 
been  unsuccessful  in  carrying  on  the  war  a-  pi^^ 
gainst  him,  Pompey  was  sent  into  Spain  after  ueMnM. 
toe  death  of  the  dictator.     Sertorius  had  been 
newly  reinforced  by  a  whole  army,  under  the 
command  of  Perpenna,  or  Perpema,  a  seditious 
man,  who  attempted  to  obtain  a  settlement  in 
that  country,  but  was  obliged  by  his  soldiers 
to  ioin  that  famous  ^neral.     Pompey  and  Me- 
tellus, with  their  umted  force,  were  not  able  to 
overcome  him ;  and  the  last  of  them  was  not 
ashamed  to  set  a  price  upon  his  head.    A  hun- 
dred talents,  and  twenty  thousand  jugera  of 
land,  were  promised  as  a  reward  to  the  assas- 
sin ;  and  this  policy,  fit  only  for  a  band  of  rob- 
ber, exposed  Sertorius  to  a  thousand  treach- 
eries.    He  became  severe,  and  a  conspiracy 


*  *  IUnm  ii*ctt  plus  dani  Rone;  elle  «t  Urate  ou  je  tun.  * 
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«^^  was  formed  by  the  people  about  his  person; 


bim  headed  by  Perpenna,  who  caused  him  to  be 
^^^^^  basely  murdered  at  an  entertaim[nent. 
Noble        ^  short  time  before  his  death,  Sertorius  re- 
Wi«noor  ceived  an  embassy  from  Mithridates,  who  made 
Sectoriiit.  him  an  offer  of  assistance,  and  desired  the  res- 
titution of  Asia ;  to  which  he  nobly  replied, 
that  he  would  not  prevent  him  from  retaking 
Bithynia  and  Cappadocia,  to  which  the  Ro- 
mans had  no  right ;    but  as   to  Asia  Minor^ 
which  was  their  lawful  possession,  he  would 
not  suffer  it  to  be  wrested  from  them.     /  ought 
to  employ  my  power  to  aggrandize  the  republic^ 
added  he,  and  not  to  aggrandize  myself  by  the 
losses  of  my  country. 
Pmapew       Ou  the  death  of  Sertorius,  the  whole  strength 
^  *•  of  his  party  fell.    The  traitor,  Perpenna,  by 
taking  upon  him  the  command,  only  made  the 
.  victory  less  difficult  for  Pompey.     Being  de- 
feated  and  taken  prisoner,  he  attempted  to 
save  his  life  by  a  new  piece  of  treachery ;  of- 
fering the  papers  of  Sertorius  to  the  conquer- 
or, by  which  his  connexions  with  the  principal 
people  in  Rome  might  be  discovered.     Pom- 
pey burnt  the  papers,  and  commanded  Per- 
penna to  be  executed ;  after  which,  he  ordered 
a  splendid  monument  of  his  exploits  to  be  e- 
rected,  with  an  inscription,  in  wnich  he  boast- 
ed that  he  had  reduced  eight  hundred  and 
seventy-six  cities,  from  the  Alps  to  the  most 
distant  parts  of  Spain.     We  need  not  seek  any 
other  proof  of  the  vanity  of  this  famous  gene- 
ral, who,  notwithstanding  his  successes,  was 
little  entitled  to  the  appellation  of  a  great  man, 
and  who  always  desirea  to  be  thought  a  match- 
less hero. 
Though  only  a  knight,  he  was  grai^tpd  a 
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triumph  ;  an  honour  which  had  been  aheady 
conferred  on  him  at  his  return  from  an  expe^ 
dition  into  Africa  in  the  year  672.  Sylla  re- 
fusing his  consent ;  Think  then,  said  Fompey, 
haughtily,  that  more  people  warship  the  risings 
than  the  setting  sun.  That  daring  exfuression 
made  the  dictator,  though  averse,  yet  give  his 
consent. 

Rome,  though  accustomed  to  conquer  other  ^^^ 
nations,  but  subdued,  in  her  turn,  by  opu-  ^kdk»n. 
lence  and  debauchery,  was  obliged  to  maintain 
a  war  equally  dangerous  and  humiliating  a- 
gainst  her  own  slaves.  The  two  rebellions  of 
the  slaves  in  Sicily  show  how  much  the  Roman 
yoke  was  detested ;  but  the  present  was  a  much 
more  dreadful  proof.  A  number  of  these  un- 
fortunate people,  whom  an  unjust  fate  had  re- 
duced to  slavery,  mostly  Gauls  or  Thracians, 
had  been  employed  in  the  profession  of  j?ladia- 
tors  against  their  wills.  Seventy-eight  of  them, 
under  the  conduct  of  Spartacus,  a  Thracian, 
whose  merit  deserved  a  oetter  fortune,  broke 
their  chains,  and  defeated  some  troops  who 
were  sent  in  pursuit  of  them.  A  praetor,  at  the 
head  of  three  thousand  men,  met  with  the  same 
disgrace.  These  first  successes  drawing  to  their 
standard  a  great  many  more  slaves,  the  com- 
pany of  Spartacus  at  last  became  a  numerous 
army,  and  so  formidable,  that  two  consuls  and 
a  prsetor  were  sent  against  them.  He  defeat- 
ed all  the  three,  and  with  the  more  glory,  as 
the  Gauls,  having  left  his  army,  were  cut  to 
pieces  by  the  Romans. 

Rome  was  threatened,  and  he  might  have  tS^^ 
laid  siege  to  the  city  with  a  body  of  a  hundred  *•{?*** 
and  twenty  thousand  slaves ;  but  Grassus,  one  Ctmhii. 

VOL.  II.  V 
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of  the  best  generals  of  the  republic,  was  at 
last  sent  against  him,  who,  by  a  prudent  seve- 
rity, having  restored  discipline,  wnich  had  been 
almost  anmhilated,  brought  the  war  to  a  happy 
conclusion.     Spartacus,  being  compelled  by  tlie 
slaves  to  come  to  a  decisive  engagement,  con* 
ducted  himself  with  equal  skUl  and  bravery. 
He  killed  his  horse  before  the  commencement 
of  the  battle.     If  I  am  conqueror^  said  he,  / 
shall  not  want  a  horse  ;  hut  if  I  am  comjuered^  I 
shall  have  no  occasion  for  one.    Victory  was  for 
a  considerable  time  doubtful ;  but  at  last  the 
slaves  were  defeated,  and  their  heroic  chief,  all 
covered  with  wounds,  expired  in  the  heat  of 
action.    The  rebels  lost  forty  thousand  men. 
pompey       Fivc  thousaud  of  the  fugitives  having  raU 
^JI^J^^  lied,  were  easily  defeated  by  Pompey,  who  wrote 
the  victory  to  the  scuatc  iu  the  same  style  as  if  he  had  sav- 
hxso»dL  ed  the  republic.     Crassus  has  gained  a  victory 
aver  the  slaves,  but  I  have  destroyed  tlie  very  seeds 
qf  rebellion.    This  ambitious  man  made  every 
thing  turn  to  his  own  advantage ;  and,  by  ex- 
aggerating his  services,  dazzled  the  multitude. 
To  get  the  whole  power  into  his  hands,  he 
wanted  to  have  it  believed  that  he  was  essen- 
tially necessary  to  them  in  all  their  afiairs;  and 
they  readily  gave  credit  to  his  assertions.     Be- 
ing chosen  consul  when  only  thirty-four  years 
of  age,  and  without  having  served  the  office  of 
quaestor,  he  annulled  the  best  laws  which  were 
made  by  Sylla.     He  restored  the  ancient  pow- 
ers to  tne  tribunes  ;  and,  by  flattering  the  pre- 
judices of  the  people,  became  their  idol.     His 
colleague  and  rival,  the  wealthy  Crassus,  fruit- 
lessly endeavoured  to  acquire  equal  popularity, 
by  giving  a  feast  at  ten  thousand  tables,  and 
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distributing  com  to  the  poor  for  three  months. 
This  immense  profusion,  though  perhaps  the 
very  best  means  of  captivating  a  corrupt  mul- 
titude, could  not  avail  against  the  excessive 
credit  in  which  Pompey  stood  with  the  people. 

The  seas  were  imested  by  a  swarm  of  pi-  ass. 
rates,  who  had  issued  from  tne  coasts  of  Cili-  -^^^^ 
cia,  and  pillaged  even  the  temples,  laid  waste  p^** 
the  provinces,  ruined  commerce,  and  occasion- 
ed a  dreadful  famine.  No  man  was  thought 
capable  of  subduing  them  but  Pompey.  *  A 
law  was  proposed  by  the  tribune  Gabmius,  to 
appoint  him  to  the  command,  with  a  power  to 
levy  as  many  soldiers  and  sailors  as  he  pleased ; 
to  draw  as  much  money  from  the  public  trea- 
sury as  he  thought  necessary,  witnout  being 
obliged  to  give  an  account  of  it;  and  to  choose 
fifteen  lieutenants  from  the  senate.  His  au- 
thority was  to  extend  over  the  whole  Mediter- 
ranean, and  fifty  miles  within  land ;  his  com- 
mission to  continue  three  years.  The  most 
vigorous  resistance  was  made  to  this  detestable 
law,  which  tended  to  make  a  monarch  of  a  pri- 
vate citizen ;  and  even  Pompey,  from  false  mo- 
desty, affected  to  oppose  it.  However,  it  was 
passed,  and  with  the  greater  advantage  to  him, 
as  he  was  allowed  five  hundred  ships,  and  a 
hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand  land  forces, 
with  six  thousand  Attic  talents.  In  four  months 
the  pirates  were  totally  dispersed,  and  the  po« 
pular  enthusiasm  in  favour  of  the  general  m- 
creased.  If  he  did  not  abuse  his  power,  it 
was  from  a  dread  of  being  suspected  of  tyran- 
ny. By  this  seeming  moderation,  he  hoped  to 
increase  his  power  ;  nor  was  he  disappointed ; 
and  a  new  theatre  was  opened  to  him  by  the 
war  in  Asia. 

r2 


84  TH£  mSTOUT 


CHAPTER  V. 

THE  WAR  WITH  MITHRIDATES   ENDED.      LUCULLUS 

SUPPLANTED  BY  POMPEY. 

MithndatM  The  implacable  hatred  which  Mithiidates  en- 
7i^^.  tertaiuea  against  the  Romans  made  him  sub- 
mit to  necessity  only,  in  hopes  of  more  favomr- 
oble  opportmiiti^s  ;  and  he  had  twice  renewed 
the  war  since  the  departure  of  Sylla.  About 
the  time  that  Sertorms  simalized  himself  in 
Spain,  Nicomedes,  king  of  Bithynia,  entered 
into  a  league  with  the  Roman  republic ;  and 
the  king  of  Pontus  was  resolved  to  wrest  Bi- 
thynia  from  a  people  who  were  ambitious  to 
give  law  to  the  whole  world.  Instructed  by 
experience,  he  banished  the  pomp  of  Asia  from 
his  army,  and,  in  its  place,  substituted  the  arms 
and  discipline  of  the  Romans ;  in  short,  his 
troops  were  well  trained,  and  he  himself  a  skil- 
ful warrior. 
ffjg.  In  the  year  679)  the  two  consuls,  Cotta  and 
^IIS?"  LucuUus,  were  sent  against  him.    To  a  taste 

agaiMthim.  for  Icamiug  and  the  sciences,  LucuUus  added 
every  military  talent,  which  he  acquired  by 
having  served  imder  Sylla  in  the  office  of  quaes- 
tor ;  and,  of  course,  Cicero  greatly  exaggerates 
when  he  says,  that  he  learnt  to  be  a  ^neral 
only  from  Dooks  and  conversation  during  his 
passage  from  Rome  to  Asia.  As  soon  as  Lu- 
cuUus assumed  the  command,  he  gave  proofs 
of  superior  genius ;  he  checked  the  avarice  of 
the  tax-gatherers,  and  the  licentiousness  of  the 
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army ;  he  saved  his  colleague,  who  had  been 
defeated  hy  Mithridates,  and  made  that  prince 
raise  the  siege  of  Cyzicum,  with  the  loss,  as  it 
is  said,  of  three  hundred  thousand  men,  drivr 
ing  him  first  out  of  Bithynia,  and  then  out  of 
his  own  kifigdom.  It  was  upon  this  occasion 
that  that  cruel  monarch  gave  orders  to  poison 
his  sisters  and  wives,  particularly  the  famous 
Monimia,  to  prevent  their  falling  into  the  hands 
pf  the  conqueror. 

Havinj^  retired  into  the  territories  of  his  sop.-  He  defaa. 
in-law,  Tigranes,  kin^  of  Armenia,  he  persuad-  "^^^ 
ed  him  to  espouse  his  cause,  and  join  in  the  ArmenuL 
quarrel;  but  that  monarchy  with  en  innumer- 
able army,  and  immense  treasures,  was  only  a 
composition  of  silly  pride  and  blind  temerity. 
In  the  year  684,  JjUcuHus  passed  the  Euphrates 
and  the  Tigris  without  any  difficulty,  because 
it  was  not  imagined  that  he  would  have  been 
bold  enough  to  make  the  attempt,  and  then 
marched  against  the  Armenians,  who  wer^ 
twenty  times  his  number.  Some  person  ob- 
serving to  him  that  that  was  fin  unlucky  day, 
and  marked  so  in  the  calendar :  Very  ^BoeU^  said 
he,  /  will  make  it  a  lucky  day.  In  fact,  the  ene- 
my were  cut  to  pieces,  and  his  victory  was  fol- 
lowed by  the  taking  of  Tigranocerta^  The 
next  year  he  passed  mount  Taurus.  Tigranes 
and  Mithridates  haying  joined,  he  attacked 
them,  and  put  them  to  flight.  Nothing  could 
equal  the  Roman  valour;  but  they  had  lost 
some  virtues  of  no  less  consequence^ 

Though  possessed  of  the  greatest  abilities,  Mntinoui 
Lucullus  had  not  the  talent  of  making  himself  ^^^ 
beloved,  Both  officers  and  soldiers  bore  his  w«  vmy. 
haughtiness  and  severity  in  support  of  disci- 
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{>line  with  the  greater  impatience,  as  they  were 
ed  by  the  corruption  of  their  manners  into 
every  kind  of  Hcentiousness.  They  very  well 
knew  that  there  were  people  at  Rome  who  in- 
veighed against  him,  because  they  were  envi- 
ous of  his  merit,  and  accused  him  of  prolong- 
ing the  war  from  views  of  interest  and  ambi- 
tion. His  army  mutinied  several  times ;  and 
Tigranes  and  Mithridates  took  that  opportu- 
nity to  recover  their  kingdoms.  A  Koman 
army,  conunanded  by  Triagrius,  was  totally 
defeated ;  and  LucuUus  saw  himself  abandoned 
by  his  soldiers  at  the  very  time  he  was  anxious 
to  repair  the  misfortune. 
gg7.        This  circumstance  was  equally  disgraceful 

j^h^aA  *^  ItoJ^®  8^d  favourable  to  Pompey.  The  pi- 
hw.  rates  had  been  lately  reduced,  and  their  con- 
queror  was  still  in  Asia,  which  made  his  adhe- 
rents zealously  seize  the  opportunity.  Mani- 
lius,  the  tribune,  proposed  tnat  Lucullus  should 
be  recalled,  and  the  command  of  the  war  a- 
^inst  Tigranes  and  Mithridates  be  given  to 
Pompey,  with  all  the  powers  granted  him  by 
the  Gabinian  law ;  by  which  he  was  intrusted 
with  the  whole  force  of  the  republic,  and  made 
absolute  both  by  sea  and  land.  The  republi- 
cans exclaimed  with  indignation ;  but  Caesar 
flattered  the  multitude,  that  he  mieht  raise 
himself  above  all  law.     Cicero,  at  that  time 

{iraetor,  and  who  stood  in  need  of  Pompey's 
riendship,  with  other  eminent  persons  wno 
were  hurried  away  by  the  torrent,  or  led  by 
selfish  motives,  or  dazzled  by  the  splendid  re- 
putation of  the  general,  concurred  m  support 
of  the  M anilian  law.  The  inconsiderate  mul- 
titude gave  way  to  their  present  passion,  with- 
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out  once  reflecting  that  they  might  one  day  ' 
become  the  victim  of  their  own  rashness. 

Here  we  have  an  instance  to  what  low,  gross    iv«Mr 
hypocrisy,  ambition  wiU  sometimes  stoop.  Pom-      bk 
pey  had  employed  every  means  to  accomplish    ■™'***'^ 
this  affair ;  ana  when  he  received  the  news,  the 
better  to  conceal  his  satisfaction,  he  assumed 
an  appearance  of  sorrow,     *  Shall  I  never  en- 
joy repose  ?  said  he.     Cannot  I  have  leave  to 
ive  in  retirement  with  a  beloved  wife  ?     Hap- 
^y  they  who  can  pass  their  days  in  the  peace- 
ful bosom  of  obscurity  I  *      Even  his  friends 
were  shocked  at  this  hypocrisy  ;  but  it  had  its 
effect  upon  the  vulgar,  lor  they  are  easily  de- 
ceived by  appearances. 

If  Pompey  had  been  worthy  of  his  good  for-  Bb 
tune,  he  at  least  would  have  respected  the  me-  SfSSS 
rits  and  services  of  Lucullus ;  but,  on  the  con-  Lj,jJn^ 
trary,  he  endeavoured  to  humble  him,  and, 
without  the  least  reserve,  imdervalued  what- 
ever he  had  done.  He  alleged  that  Lucullus 
had  no  difficulties  to  encounter,  and  had  no  o- 
ther  view  in  prosecuting  the  war  but  accumu- 
lating riches.  Lucullus,  wounded  by  such  in- 
jurious language,  reproached  his  rival,  with 
more  reason,  of  being  desirous  to  appropriate 
to  himself  the  honours  which  were  due  to  ano- 
ther ;  of  having  been  solicitous  to  obtain  the 
command  against  enemies  already  conquered ; 
and  of  commg,  at  the  end  of  every  war,  to 
snatch  the  honour  of  concluding  it  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  general,  like  those  cowardly  birds 
who  only  prey  upon  carcases.  Their  mutual 
animosity  was  sharpened  by  an  interview ;  but^ 
as  his  victories  could  not  be  forgotten,  a  tri- 
umph was  decreed  to  Lucullus. 
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Ltiainnt       That  noble  Roman  passed  the  rest  of  his  life 
'hIT    in  luxurious  retirement,  but  it  was  dedicated 
"JS«!"   to  study,  and  the  pleasures  of  his  friends.  That 
magnificence  and  luxury  which,  after  the  con- 
quests  in  Asia,  could  not  fail  to  change  the 
Koman  manners,  was  never  carried  to  such  a 
pitch  as  by  him.     One  day  that  he  was  with- 
out company,  his  steward  caused  a  supper  to 
be  served  up  to  him  which  was  less  sumptuous 
than  common.    Do  you  not  knaw^  said  he,  out 
of  humour,  *  that  Luadlus  is  to  sup  to-fdght  mth 
LucuOus  f    Here  we  see  one  of  the  greatest 
men  of  the  republic  metamorphosed,  if  we  may 
use  the  expression,  into  a  Persian  satrap. 
BfithridatM      Mithridates  being  weakened   by  so  manj 
i^^to  losses,  and  ab^doned  by  his  allies,  whom  ei- 
^^  ther  fear  or  artifice  had  imited  with  Rome, 
iteiy.     very  soon  sunk  under  the  exertions  of  a  too 
powerful  enemy,  from  whom  he  fled  till  he 
reached  the  Bosphorus.    However,  his  courage 
never  forsook  him ;  and  he  was  proposing  to 
trace  the  steps  of  Hannibal,  and  carry  the  war 
into  Italy,  wnen  a  rebellion  was  stirred  up  a- 
gainst  him  by  his  son  Phamaces.    While  he 
was  besieged  in  one  of  his  castles  by  the  re- 
bels, after  having  tried  poison  unsuccessfully, 
be  stabbed  himself  with  his  sword.    That  cruel 
distrust  which  he  had  even  of  his  own  fami- 
ly, could  not  save  him  from  treachery ;  and 
though  he  was  always  beset   with  domestic 
enemies,  he  had  the  honour  of  resisting  the 
Romans  for  almost  thirty  years.    At  the  news 
of  his  death,  they  expressal  the  most  indecent 
~oy ;  and  Phamaces  obtained  the  kingdom  of 
pborus  as  a  reward  of  his  parricide. 


joy  J 
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Instead  of  pursuing  Mithridates,  Pompey  at-  ^^^J^^^ 
tacked  the  kingdom  of  Syria,  which  had  been  Tm^ 
always  torn  ih  pieces  by  intestine  ware.  Ti-  ^^ 
granes  had  been  in  possession  of  it  for  eighteen 
years ;  but  Antiochus  XIII.  «umamed  Asiati- 
cus,  and  the  lawful  heir  of  the  Seleucidae,  had 
been  settled  in  it  by  LucuUus,  who  was  stript 
of  it  by  Pompey,  for  no  other  reason  but  to 
destroy  the  work  of  Lucullus ;  and  it  was  re- 
duc^ed  into  a  Roman  province  without  opposi- 
tion. From  thence  be  passed  into  Judea,  and 
declai'ed  ixi  favour  of  Hyrcanus,  against  his 
brother  Aristobulus,  who  contended  with  him 
for  the  crown ;  forced  the  temple  of  Jerusa* 
lem,  carried  oS  Aristobulus  prisoner,  and  re- 
stored the  dignity  of  high-priest,  with  the  title 
of  prince  of  the  Jews,  to  Hyrcanus.  After  dis- 
tributing immense  riches  among  his  soldiers, 
which  Appian  says  amounted  to  sixteen  thou- 
sand taleuts,  he  returned  to  Italy.  Every  foot 
soldier  had  fifteen  hundred  drachmae.  Thus 
did  the  generals  purchase  troops  and  adherents 
at  the  expense  of  the  republic. 

P<Mnpey  was  never  seen  to  imitate  that  mag- .  ^*^i*r. 
nificence  and   luxury  which  was  become   so  ^^^in 
c<Hnmon,  but  he  winked  at  the  licentiousness  of'^'*^^***^'' 
his  friends,  and  gave  up  the  people  to  their 
avarice  and  oppression.     His  freedman,  De* 
metrius,  being  immensely  rich,  displayed  all 
the  insolence  of  a  slave,  who  had  attained  the 
summit  of  power.     Is  it  possible  to  praise  the 
moderation  of  a  man,  whose  friends,  and  even 
slaves,  indulge  in  every  kind  of  licentiousness 
under  his  protection  ? 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

CONSPIRACY   OF  CATILINE.       THE   TRIUMVIRATE    OF 
POMPEY,  CRASSUS,  AND  C^SAR. 

ctuine's  Before  the  return  of  Pompey,  Rome  narrowly 
eonapiracy.  gg^jg^p^j  beiHg  buried  in  her  own  ruins,  by  the 

wickedness  of  some  of  her  citizens.  Catiline, 
descended  of  an  illustrious  family,  of  a  fiery 
temper,  which  no  danger  could  dismay,  yet 
capable  of  the  deepest  dissimulation ;  over- 
whelmed with  debts,  stained  with  the  foulest 
crimes,  and  having  no  resource  but  what  was 
suggested  by  despair,  formed  a  scheme  for  ex- 
tirpating the  whole  body  of  senators,  and,  like 
Sylla,  seizing  the  sovereign  authority.  To  car- 
ry his  point,  he  employed  every  means  of  cor- 
ruption, money,  pleasures,  promises,  and  hopes. 
The  debauched,  the  discontented,  the  ambi- 
tious, the  insatiable  and  bankrupt  nobility,  the 
heedless  and  giddy  multitude,  every  one  as 
they  were  led  by  their  prevailing  passion,  flock- 
ed in  crowds  to  join  his  party.  A  superior 
TCnius  was  needful  to  save  the  republic ;  and 
uiat  glory  was  reserved  for  Cicero. 
fj.^^  This  excellent  orator,  whose  virtue,  under- 
duic^»vered  to  standing,  and  abilities  would  have  been  still 
"'^^  more  amnired  if  their  lustre  had  not  been  a 
little  obscured  by  vanity,  canvassed  for  the 
consular  dignity  when  the  conspiracy  of  Cati- 
line was  discovered  to  him  by  a  woman.  Curius, 
one  of  the  conspirators,  was  m  love  with  Fulvia, 
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and  seeing  himself  despised,  after  he  had  sa- 
crificed to  her  his  whole  fortune,  hoped  to  re- 
cover her  favour  by  discovering  the  conspiracy, 
and  making  a  display  of  the  riches  which  he 
hoped  to  acquire.  A  woman  who  had  proved 
unfaithful  to  her  husband,  could  not  be  other- 
wise to  a  disgraced  lover.  Fulvia  discovered 
the  secret,  and  it  reached  the  ears  of  Cicer6. 
Notwithstanding  the  intrigues  of  the  nobility, 
who  despised  hnn  because  he  was  a  new  man, 
yet  so  ably  did  he  employ  his  knowledge  of 
that  secret,  that  he  obtained  the  consulship. 
His  competitor  Catiline  was  excluded,  and  An- 
thony given  to  him  for  a  colleague,  whose  in- 
dolence was  such  as  to  leave  him  all  the  credit 
of  the  administration. 

The  enraged  Catiline,  still  more  animated  H0 
with  a  desire  of  vengeance,  hurried  on  the  ex-  ^^^^ '* 
ecution  of  his  designs.  A  day  was  fixed  for  set-  tAinge&ct 
ting  fire  to  the  city  in  different  quarters,  and  in 
the  confusion  to  assassinate  the  leaders  of  the 
senate,  particularly  Cicero ;  to  seize  the  Capi- 
tol ;  to  renew,  ana  even  surpass  all  the  horrors 
committed  by  Sylla ;  but  Cicero,  from  whose 
prudence  nothing  could  be  hid,  was  watchful 
for  the  preservation  of  the  republic,  and  disco- 
vered the  whole  conspiracy  to  the  senate  ;  up- 
on which  an  unlimited  power  was  immediately 
given  to  the  consuls,  according  to  the  form 
commonly  used  in  cases  of  extraordinary  dan- 
ger. The  eloquence  of  the  orator  filled  Cati- 
line with  confusion,  and  drove  him  from  Rome. 
The  other  leaders  of  the  conspiracy  were  seiz- 
ed, convicted,  and  condemned  to  suffer  death 
by  a  decree  of  the  senate,  which  sentence  was 
executed  during  the  night  in  the  prison.     A 
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body  of  troops  marched  against  Catiline,  who, 
witn  a  number  of  rebels,  had  advanced  towards 
Gaul,  in  order  to  raise  and  to  excite  an  insur- 
rection in  that  country.  He  was  i^ttacked,  and 
made  a  brave  defence ;  but,  being  irrecover- 
ably defeated,  he  threw  himself  into  the  midst 
of  the  enemy,  and  fell  all  covered  with  wounds. 
He  was  one  of  those  men  who  are  bom  to  per- 
form g^reat  actions,  but,  by  being  slaves  to  tneir 
passions,  seem  to  be  only  capable  of  enormous 
wickedness. 
Amrbn  Bcfore  the  conspiracy  was  discovered,  Ci- 
ofHttttm.  cero,  even  with  the  approbation  of  the  people, 
had  rejected  an  Agrarian  law,  proposed  by  Rul- 
lus  the  tribune,  bearing,  that  t^n  commission- 
ers should  be  appointed  for  five  years,  with  al- 
most unlimited  authority,  Such  laws  at  a  time 
when  ambition  was  so  violent,  and  integrity 
uncommon,  could  only  tend  to  overturn  the 
state,  for  tiiey  could  not  possibly  be  executed 
witiiout  occasioning  civil  wars.  The  decemvirs 
would  have  employed  their  power  to  amass  for- 
tunes ;  the  people  would  have  had  new  tyrants, 
and  the  republic  new  masters.  Rullus  intended 
to  get  the  power  into  hi^  own  hands,  and  he  af- 
fected a  zeal  for  the  good  of  the  public  only  to 
conceal  his  selfish  views. 
TiMnMor  Julius  Ccesar,  the  son-in-law  of  Cinna,  a  pa- 
"  ^'  trician,  who  greatly  surpassed  Rullus  both  by 
the  lustre  of  his  birth  and  the  superiority  of 
his  abilities,  was  silently  forming  the  g^atest 
enterprises.  His  efieminacy,  his  taste  for  dress, 
his  libertinism  in  his  eariy  dajrs,  seemed  to 
prognosticate  that  he  would  be  a  man  of  plea- 
sure, from  whom  Rome  had  nothing  eitlier  to 
hope  or  fear ;  and,  to  save  bim  from  proscrip- 
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tion,  he  was  represented  as  such  to  Sylla.  But 
the  dictator  was  a  better  judge  of  his  charac- 
ter. Do  you  not  see  in  that  young  num,  said  he, 
more  than  one  Marius  f  Upon  hearing  this,  Cae- 
sar fled  from  Rome ;  but  the  moment  he  could 
enter  into  the  career  of  ambition,  he  appeared 
with  all  the  advantages  of  manly  eloquence  and 
profound  policy.  To  gain  the  attachment  of 
the  people  to  his  interest,  he  exhausted  his  pa- 
trimony in  largesses  to  the  people  and  the  exni- 
bition  of  pubuc  shows.  He  purchased  offices 
with  impunity,  and  revived  the  spirits  of  the  re- 
maining adherents  to  the  party  of  Marius. 

The  pursuit  of  honour  and  glory  possessed  AneoADtei 
his  whole  soul.  One  day,  when  he  was  reading  chlJ^. 
the  life  of  Alexander,  Alas^  said  he,  with  tears 
in  his  eyes,  Alexander  had  conquered  a  number 
of  kingdoms  at  my  age^  whereas  I  have  yet  done 
nothing  worthy  notice.  Upon  another  occa- 
sion, when  he  was  passing  through  a  little  vil- 
lage in  the  Alps,  and  hearing  one  of  his  at- 
tendants ask  in  a  tone  of  raillery,  whether  they 
canvassed  for  the  offices  in  that  place,  he  an- 
swered, /  wofuld  rather  he  thejirst  man  in  this  vil- 
lage than  the  second  in  Rome.  Such  instances 
display  a  man's  real  character. 

^ut  Fompey,  at  his  return  to  Rome  in  the     eos. 
year  692,  being  accustomed  to  government  and  ^^SjJSSST 
success,  would  not  endure  either  a  superior  or^^'gjw^ 
an  equal.     Naturally  an  enemy  to  oppression, 

gerhaps  rather  from  weakness  than  moderation, 
e  dismissed  his  army  immediately  upon  their 
arrival,  having  imprudently  flattered  himself 
with  the  belief  that  he  would  continue  master 
of  the  republic  without  their  assistance.  He 
found  a  formidable  enemy  in  Crassus,  who,  by 
his  immense  riches,  had  gained  a  very  strong 
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party*  These  two  rivals  entertained  a  most  in- 
veterate hatred  against  each  other ;  and  their 
influence  in  the  senate  was  nearly  equal.  Ccesar 
wanted  to  be  consul ;  and  having  occasion  for 
the  aid  of  one  of  these  rivals,  which  it  was  im- 
possible for  him  to  obtain  without  making  the 
other  his  enemy,  by  a  masterstroke  in  politics, 
TTie  of  which  no  other  man  was  capable,  reconciled 
*"*"''*'**' them,  and  united  his  interest  with  theirs;  or 
rather,  by  procuring  this  union,  established  his 
own  upon  their  joint  credit.  Cato,  so  famous 
for  that  stoical  virtue  which  he  carried  to  ex- 
cess, foresaw  that  liberty  would  be  destroyed 
by  this  triumvirate.  However,  a  reconciliation, 
which  seemed  to  extinguish  the  flame  of  dis- 
cord, was  universally  applauded. 
CoarpMset  Immediately  after  Caesar  had  obtained  the 
AgJU^iui  consulship  by  the  interest  of  Pompey  and  Cras- 
^^'  sus,  he  proposed  an  Agrarian  law,  by  which  he 
hoped  to  gain  the  favour  of  the  people.  This 
law  was  not  attended  with  the  inconveniences 
to  which  the  former  was  exposed.  It  was  li- 
mited to  certain  lands  in  the  country  of  Cam- 
pania, which  were  to  be  divided  among  twenty 
thousand  poor  citizens,  who  had  at  least  three 
children.  It  was  couched  in  such  terms  as  to 
remove  every  suspicion  of  tyranny ;  but,  ne- 
vertheless, it  was  opposed  by  Cato  and  Bibulus 
the  consul,  and  by  the  greatest  part  of  the  se- 
nate, so  that  the  triumvirate  were  obliged  to 
have  recourse  to  the  people.  Pompey  and  Cras- 
sus  loudly  declared  for  the  law ;  and  Bibulus 
being  driven  out  of  the  assembly  with  insult, 
the  senate  was  reduced  to  silence,  and  obliged 
to  drop  all  opposition. 
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CsBsar  was  master  of  such  infinite  address,  ^'^'•'^ 
that  he  never  failed  to  accomplish  his  purpose,  ^^of 
He  gave  his  daughter  in  marriage  to  tompey,  ^'*'*^ 
lest  the  zealous  republicans  should  deprive  nim 
of  this  support.  He  caused  a  law  to  oe  passed, 
by  which  the  senators  and  magistrates  were 
obliged  to  take  an  oath,  that  they  would  never 
propose  any  thing  in  opposition  to  what  had 
been  determined  by  the  popular  assemblies 
during  his  consulship ;  but,  oreading  the  zeal 
and  eloquence  of  Cicero,  he  procured  the  tri- 
buneship  to  the  orator's  mortal  enemy,  the  se- 
ditious Clodius,  who  had  been  lately  accused 
of  profaning  the  mysteries  of  the  Bona  Dea^ 
and  even  with  having  an  intri^e  with  the  wife 
of  Csesar.  And,  lasuy,  foreseeing  that  a  mili- 
tary power  would  enable  him  to  execute  all  his 
purposes,  he  procured  the  government  of  Gaul 
for  five  years,  with  the  command  of  four  le- 
gions. 

A  law  was  proposed  very  soon  after  by  Clo-  095. 
dius,  to  declare  criminal  whoever  had  put  a  ci-  ^^^•"« 
tizen  to  death  before  the  judgment  of  the  peo-  ucwT 
pie  had  been  obtained.  This  was  a  battery  le- 
velled a^inst  Cicero,  who  had  put  to  death  the 
accomphces  of  Catiline  before  sentence  had 
been  passed  on  them  by  the  people.  But  in  this 
he  only  obeyed  the  oraers  ot  the  senate,  and  his 
conduct  was  amply  vindicated  by  the  necessity 
of  the  conjuncture.  He  no  sooner  saw  himseli 
attacked,  than  the  want  of  resolution  betrayed 
the  powers  of  his  genius.  Dressed  in  mourn- 
ing, dejected,  and  suppliant,  he  begged  for  as- 
sistance, but  could  find  none ;  the  ungrateful 
Pompey  shut  his  gate  against  him.  Cicero  pre- 
vented the  decree  for  his  banishment,  quitted 
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Rome,  and  retired  to  Greece.  His  excessive 
sorrow,  his  bitter  complaints  against  bis  best 
friends,  prove  that  his  philosophy,  of  which  he 
made  such  parade,  was  more  the  language  of 
his  head  than  of  his  heart. 

He  TCBora  Clodius,  desirous  likewise  to  get  rid  of  Cato, 
that  inflexible  republican,  who  incessantly  con^ 
tinned  to  combat  vice  and  tyranny,  employed 
him  to  dethrone  Ptolemy  king  of  Cyprus.  That 
prince  was  the  personal  enemy  of  the  tribune, 
who  procured  hun  to  be  condemned  as  an  ene* 
my  of  the  republic,  but  Ptolemy  poisoned  him- 
self before  the  arrival  of  Cato. 
p^^       Pompey  at  last  became  sensible  of  his  mis- 

obta^tibe  take.  Clodius  no  longer  paid  court  to  him,  and 

«f  cioero.  CaBsar's  first  campaign  in  Gaul  seemed  to  have 
eclipsed  all  his  ^lory.  Jealous  of  the  one,  and 
exasperated  agamst  the  other,  he  procured  the 
recal  of  Cicero,  whom  he  had  so  meanly  aban- 
doned. Cicero,  at  his  return,  was  loaded  with 
honoiu^.  He  passed  through  Italy  in  a  kind  of 
triumph,  and  nis  houses  were  rebuilt  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  pubUc.  Pompey  very  soon  found 
the  benefit  of  his  credit.  A  scarcity  of  com  af- 
forded him  an  opportunity  of  procuring  for 
his  friend  the  superintendance  of  provisions 
through  the  whole  empire,  with  very  extensive 
powers,  for  five  years.  By  such  commissions, 
the  property  of  the  public  was  put  into  the 
hands  of  a  few  ambitious  men,  wno  easily  ac- 
cumulated great  fortunes. 
607.         As  the  triumvirate  had  occasion  for  mutual 

^^^^^  support,  they  entered  into  new  engagements, 

to      Pompey  and  Crassus  were  made  consuls,  with 

*"""^^  importwit  ^vemments,  for  five  years.    The 

first  in  Spaw,  and  the  other  ia  Syria,  Greece, 
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and  Egypt.  The  friends  qf  Csesar  refused  their 
consent,  except  uppn  condition  that  he  should 
be  likewise  continued  five  years  in  the  goverOr 
ment  of  Gaul.  These  three  generitls  were  aur 
thorized  to  levy  as  many  troops,  and  to  exact 
from  the  kings,  and  other  alhes  pf  Rcwe,  as 
much  money  and  other  assistance  as  they  deem* 
ed  necessary ;  which  was,  in  f^ct,  oiaking  them 
absolute. 

The  insatiable  Cras^us,  who  heaped  up  trea*     too. 
sure  upon  treasure,  who  said  that  no  maa  was  ddHtod,  and 
rich  unless  he  was  9'ble  to  support  an  army,  and  ^,1^^^^ 
who,  undoubtedly,  ^as  still  poor  himself  wiidst    ^^^ 
all  his  opulence,  made  haste  to  enter  Asia,  that    aodim. 
he  might  satiate  his  avaricious  desires.  Having 
pillaged  the  temple  of  Jerusalem,  he  engamd 
m  an  imprudent  expedition  against  the  Parthi- 
ans,  induced  by  no  motive  but  the  hope  of  ra- 
vishing from  them  their  iaimeiis;e  riches.     But 
the  Parthians  were  a  warlike  people,  who,  from 
their  dexterity  in  archery,  and  skill  in  horse- 
manship, were  even  formidable  in  their  flight ; 
so  that,  in  the  end,  Crassus  and  his  son  were 
killed  in  the  field,  and  the  whole  Roman  army 
cut  in  pieces.     The  hahsice  of  power  which  he 
held  between  Ccesar  and  Pompey  was  now  bro- 
ken ;  discord  could  not  fiul  to  follow  ;  and  no- 
thing was  to  be  seen  at  Rome  but  factions  and 
every  kind  of  disorder.    All  employmei^ts  were 
purchased  openly,  and  their  canvassing  w^re 
attended  witn  acts  of  violence.    Clodiys  was 
killed  by  Milo,  which  served  as  a  signal  for 
taking  up  arms. 

Upon  this  occasion  the  friends  of  JPompeT    p^^ 
endeavoured  to  get  him  chosen  dictator,  .whicn  m^ 

VOL.  II.  G 
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was  what  he  secretly  wished ;  but  Cato,  for  the 
{Nneservation  of  liberty,  by  keeping  him  subject 
to  the  laws,  proposed  that  there  should  be  no 
other  consul,  because  in  that  case  he  would  be 
still  accountable  for  his  conduct.  Though  it 
was  without  precedent,  Pompey  was  chosen 
sole  consul,  with  a  grant  of  new  troops  and  a 
revenue  of  a  thousand  talents  to  support  his 
army,  at  the  same  time  the  government  of  Spain 
was  continued  to  him,  with  a  power  of  aa  mi- 
nistering it  by  his  lieutenants.  He  chose  a  col- 
league Before  the  expiration  of  his  consulship, 
and,  by  this  feigned  moderation,  blinded  the 
senate. 


CHAPTER  Vn. 

CONQUEST    OF    GAUL.       BREACH   BETWEEN    C^SAR 
AND  POMPET.      A  CrVII-  WAR. 

s«««.  In  less  than  ten  years,  Csesar  had  overcome  the 
GanL  ^  Hclvetiaus,  defeated  Aiiovistus,  one  of  the  kings 
of  Germany,  subdued  the  Belgse,  reduced  all 
Gaul  into  a  Roman  province,  and  carried  the 
terror  of  his  arms  even  into  Great  Britain. 
Among  his  exploits  are  reckoned  the  taking  of 
eight  nundred  towns,  reducing  three  hundred 
states,  and  defeating  three  millions  of  men  in 
different  actions.  The  Gauls  were  a  brave  peo- 
ple, but  divided  into  small  states,  under  chiefs 
who  had  but  little  authority.  It  was  not  solely 
by  his  valour  and  military  talents  that  he  redu- 
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ced  them,  but  likewise  by  his  artful  policy, 
which  he  employed  in  fomenting  their  quaxreb, 
and  arming  tnem  against  one  another. 

Intrepid,  sober,  indefatigable,  always  ready  Hk  tmOmtk 
for  action,  always  attentive  to  business,  and  makAUmidf 
even,  while  pursuing  the  enemy,  watching  the    "r|^^ 
intrigues  carried  on  at  Rome,  he  spared  no 
cost  to  purchase  votes  and  secure  followers ; 
the  consul  Emilius  alone  cost  him  a  hundred 
and  fifty  talents.     He  enriched  his  officers  and 
soldiers,  who  were  no  longer  the  troops  of  the 
state.   In  a  word,  he  did  without  scruple  what^ 
ever  could  advance  his  power,  and  every  ob- 
stacle  was  surmounted  by  his  extraordinary 
abilities. 

The  term  of  his  government  was  drawing  to  opm  mi^ 
an  end,  and,  by  depriving  him  of  his  military  *™1^*** 
command,  was  to  reduce  him  to  a  level  with  »^«ni*y- 
his  fellow-citizens.  This  was  the  private  wish 
of  Pompey,  who  secretly  soUcitea  his  recal; 
but  Curio  the  tribune,  who  had  been  bought 
over  by  Caesar,  warded  off  that  blow  without 
seeming  to  be  of  either  party.  He  proposed 
that  both  these  generals  should  either  be  con- 
tinued or  recalled,  as  they  were  equally  capable 
of  disturbing  the  republic.  Whatever  modera- 
tion might  be  affected  by  Pompey,  yet  he  was 
unwilling  to  lay  down  his  command  before  Cce- 
sai' ;  therefore.  Curio  was  of  opinion,  that  both 
the  one  and  the  other,  if  they  kept  possession 
of  their  governments,  should  be  aeclared  ene- 
mies of  the  republic.  Caesar  offered  to  resign, 
upon  condition  that  his  rival  should;  but  Pom- 
pey, who  was  not  so  able  nor  clear-sighted,  be- 
ing persuaded  that  Caesar's  army  would  aban- 
don their  general,  carried  his  rash  confidence 
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SO  far,  as  to  say,  That  he  needed  ordy  to  stamp  up^ 
on  the  ground^  and  an  army  would  start  up. 
Tbe  latter  After  some  negotiations,  he  rejectra  every 
an^i^  of  ^Q^^^fl^^  of  accommodation  that  was  proposed, 
and  thereby  rendered  a  civil  war  inevitable. 
The  consuls  and  senate  were  of  his  party ;  the 
people,  and  a  victorious  army,  commanded  by 
the  greatest  general  the  world  ever  saw,  was  on 
the  other.  The  first  had  a  greater  appearance 
of  justice ;  the  other,  superior  abilities,  courage, 
ana  a  greater  variety  of  resources.  The  most 
^mspotted  justice,  in  such  ciix^umstances,  would 
%na  herself  too  weak  to  contend. 
704.  Caesar  was  declared  an  enemy  of  Rome  if  he 
JjJ**^  refused  to  resign  the  command ;  and  Pompey, 

Rnkieon.  though  he  was  not  consul,  was  intrusted  with 
the  defence  of  the  republic.  Csesar  was  on  the 
banks  of  the  Rubicon,  a  small  river  which  part- 
ed Cisalpine  Gaul  from  the  rest  of  Italy,  where 
he  hesitated  for  some  time.  If  I  do  not  pass^ 
said  he,  I  am  ruined;  ifldopass^  to  what  woes 
is  Rome  exposed  !  But,  recollecting  the  hatred 
of  his  adversaries,  be  exclaimed.  The  die  is  cast! 
passed  the  river,  took  possession  of  Rimini,  and 
spread  the  alarm  even  to  the  centre  of  Rome. 
The  senate  declared  that  there  was  a  tumult  ; 
that  is  to  say,  the  city  was  in  danger,  and  that 
all  the  citizens,  without  exception,  should  fly 
to  arms. 
Tnft.  No  preparations  had  been  made  against  an 
^^     enemy  so  active  and  formidable.     Pompey  not 

iiMMMMft.  ^|\y  left  the  city,  but  likewise  quitted  Italy. 
(^'iMir,  having  made  himself  master  of  the  pub- 
lic treasury,  from  whence  he  drew  an  immense 
sum,  set  out  to  reduce  Sjpain,  where  his  op[)o- 
iirntH  weix'  very  powertul.    He  returned  vie- 
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tk)rious»  fllnd^  piusuing  bis  nval  into  AfiEM^edoo^ 
gained  the  deeisive  battle  of  FharsaKa.  In  tlm 
action,  it  was  evidently  seen,  that  superioritjr 
of  numbers  avails  nothing  against  courage  aaa 
discipline^  A  crowd  of  y oun^  patricians,  ener«^ 
vatea  by  luxury,  placed  a  blmd  confidence  in 
Pompey,  and  calcruated  beforehand  the  advaiV' 
tages  of  a  victory  which  they  concluded  wa» 
certain.  Caesar,  observing  that  a  dread  of  be-, 
ing  disfigured  would  make  a  stronger  impression 
upon  tfa^m  than  a  thirst  of  glory,  ordered  his 
veterans  to  aim  at  their  faces,  and,  in  fact,  th^ 
were  very  soon  routed.  The  conoueror  founa 
in  the  camp  of  the  enemy  the  whole  apparatua 
of  Asiatic  luxury. 

He  threw  all  Fpmpey's  papers  into  the  fire  c«w> 
without  reading  one.  /  wouid  rather  not  be  ac-^  pwfcwtwiv 
quainted  mth  crimes^  said  he,  than  be  obUged  ta 
punish  thenip  He  sighed  heavily  at  seeing  the 
field  of  battle  covered  with  dead  bodies,  ^id  at 
least  endeavoured  to  repair,  by  an  heroic  cle* 
mency,  the  evils  of  which  he  was  obliged  to  be 
the  author* 

The  fitmous  Pompey,  who  had  so  long  been  Powpey 
master  of  the  republic,  and,  in  some  degree,  of  ^  "^^ 
fortune,  but  now  vanquished,  a  fugitive  and 
wanderer,  fled  at  last  into  Egypt,  where  he  hop»» 
ed  to  find  a  secure  asylum  frppa  young  Ptofe-- 
my,  whose  father  Auletes,  after  his  expulsicm 
by  the  inhabitants  of  Alexandria,  he  haa  re-es- 
tablished on  the  throne ;  but  how  few  friend3 
does  misfortune  leave !  Caesar  pursued  him 
with  great  eagerness,  and  the  court  of  Egypt 
hesitated  for  some  time  what  p^rt  they  should 
take ;  but  at  last,  being  led  by  the  base  coun- 
sels pf  Theodotus  the  rhetorician,  they  were 
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persuaded  to  commit  an  act  of  treachery  and 
cruej  murder,  as  the  only  means  of  gaining  the 
favo  ur  of  Csesar ;  they  professed  to  receive 
Pompey  with  open  arms,  and,  at  that  instant, 
caused  him  to  be  assassinated.  They  present- 
ed his  head  to  his  antagonist ;  but,  instead  of 
showing  that  pleasure  which  they  expected,  he 
only  gave  signs  of  indignation  and  sorrow. 

^^.  Cleopatra,  the  sister  and  wife  of  the  king  of 
^  Egypt,  was  entitled,  by  their  father's  will,  to 
share  the  throne  with  mm,  and  supported  her 
claim  by  force  of  arms.  Caesar  took  upon  him 
to  decide  the  dispute  in  the  name  of  the  Roman 
people ;  and  the  beauty  of  Cleopatra  inspired 
nim  with  sentiments  which  gave  room  to  sus- 
pect his  impartiality.  For  mis  reason,  Photi- 
nus,  the  minister  of  Ptolemy,  kindled  the  war 
of  Alexandria,  in  which  both  the  king  and  his 
minister  perished.  Caesar,  having  placed  Cleo- 
patra upon  the  throne,  instantly  marched  to 
oppose  Phamaces,  the  son  of  Mithridates  and 
king  of  Bosphorus,  who  was  making  extensive 
conquests  in  Asia.  He  ^ve  an  account  of  his 
expedition  in  three  words,  Fem^  vidi^  xncL  * 

^^  706.         Having  been  made  consul  for  five  years,  dic- 
*  to      tator  one  year,  perpetual  chief  of  the  college  of 

wh^^Ek  tribunes,  with  autnority  to  make  peace  or  war, 
•biwiute.  as  he  judged  proper,  he  appeared  again  at  Rome 
in  two  years  after  his  passage  over  the  Rubi- 
con, in  possession  of  absolute  power.  Far  from 
following  the  example  of  Sylla,  who  wanted  to 
secure  his  power  by  sacrificing  his  fellow-citi- 
zens, he  was  eager  to  ofi'er  pardon  to  all,  and 
even  heaped  acts  of  kindness  upon  a  number 
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of  his  principal  enemies ;  but  as  yet  all  were 
not  subdued.  During  his  staj  in  i^lgypt,  where 
an  indiscreet  amour  made  him  ne^ect  his  b£^ 
fairs,  the  sons  of  Fompey,  Cato,  Scipio,  and 
some  other  republicans,  had  collected  a  body 
of  forces  in  Afirica,  where  they  prepared  to 
make  a  vigorous  defence.  But  who  could  con- 
quer CsBsar  ? 

Having  crossed  the  sea,  he  gained  three  bat-  ,  ^^r 
ties  successively.  Cato  had  miitlessly  recom- 
mended to  his  party  not  to  expose  their  army 
to  the  hazard  of  a  defeat ;  and,  shutting  him- 
self up  in  Utica,  seemed  to  revive  the  Koman 
senate,  and  to  preserve  some  ideas  of  Uberty. 
But  his  hopes  very  soon  vanished.  He  saw  ail 
around  him  entirely  disheartened,  and  propos- 
ed to  his  friends,  either  to  fly,  or  implore  mer- 
cy from  the  conqueror ;  but,  for  himself,  he 
was  determined  not  to  survive  the  liberty  of 
his  country.  After  having  calmly  conversed 
with  two  philosophers,  and  read  the  dialo^e 
of  Plato  upon  the  immortality  of  the  soul,  reel- 
ing the  point  of  his  sword,  he  said,  I  am  at  last 
my  awn  master.  Having  slept  some  time,  when 
he  waked,  he  stabbed  himself.  At  the  noise,  cato 
some  of  his  friends  ran  to  offer  their  assistance,  ^^'"*^^™^^' 
and  dressed  the  wound ;  but  he  tore  it  open, 
and  expired.  Upon  the  news  being  brought  to 
Csesar,  he  exclaimed,  O  Cato !  I  envy  thee  thy 
death,  since  thou  didst  envy  me  the  honour  qfpre^ 
serving  thy  life  !  It  would,  indeed,  have  been 
more  glorious  to  save  than  to  conquer  such  an 
enemy. 

If  Cato  had  not  been  an  enthusiast  in  virtue.   That  vSr. 
and  had  endeavoured,  by  some  practicable  me-  *^,jStod** 
thods,  to  correct  disorder,  instead  of  rigidly   i^'*"*- 
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Mndtuiifg  the  iflalmerd  6f  th^  tiiMg^  his  p^triot^ 
i8m  and  greatness  of  soul  might  have  effected 
much  good»  or  |lrevented  much  evil ;  hut  the 
dbservation  of  Cicero  is  very  just,  hy  conduct- 
ing himself  as  \f  he  was  in  Ihe  repulmc  qfPlato^ 
iakd  not  among  <Ae  dregs  of  Romulus.  His  seve- 
rity was  seldom  useful,- sometimes  hurtful.  These 
were  not  the  days  of  Fabricius.  Rome,  im- 
BUersed  iii  corruption,  could  no  lotiger  be  go- 
verned by  the  ancient  principles.  It  was  neces- 
sary to  comply  ^ith  circumstances,  and  the  exi- 
gencies of  affairs.  Cato  made  himself  respect- 
ttble,  by  observing*  maxims  sunk  in  oblivion  ; 
but  he  miscarried^  by  endeavouring  to  force 
ihe  observation  of  them  on  others.  Ought  pru- 
dence to  attempt  impossibilities  ? 


CHAPTER  Vm. 

fcjCSAlt  MARCS  mMSEIJr  MASTER  OF  THE  REPUBLIC. 

ms  DEATH. 

noB.  Tms  honours  which  were  lavished  upon  Caesar 
u^i!^  at  his  return,  sufficiently  prove  that  nothing 
^2^^  but  the  mere  shadow  of  republican  govern- 
ment was  left.  A  solemn  thanksgiving  to  the 
^ods  Was  appointed  for  his  victories.  The 
oictatorship  was  at  first  prolonged  to  him  for 
ten  years,  and  afterwards  for  life ;  with  the 
title  of  reformer  of  manners.  The  authority 
of  censor,  which  was  formerly  shared  by  two 
magistrates,  was  conferred  upon  him  alone  ; 
p^:'son  was  declared  inviolably  sacred  ;  his 
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stittue  was  placed  in  the  Capitol,  by  the  side  of 
Jupiter's,  with  the  following  sacrilegious  in- 
scHption,  7b  tk:  demigod^  Qjesar !  Sour  tri* 
umphs  were  decreed  to  him  in  one  month; 
upon  which  occasion,  gold  and  silver  vases 
were  displayed  to  the  amount  of  sixty-five 
thousand  talents. 

His  prodigality  to  his  soldiers  and  the  peo^  irat 
pie,  the  entertainments,  games,  and  magnifi^  ptod^ditf. 
cent  shows  which  he  exhibited,  delighted  the 
multitude,  whom  the  charms  of  pleasure  al* 
lured  to  slavery.  A  feast  which  was  served  up 
on  twenty-two  thousand  tables  in  the  streets 
of  the  city,  gives  us  an  idea  of  his  profusion. 
So  much  were  the  manners  of  the  Romans  at 
this  time  corrupted,  that  the  knights  were  not 
ashamed  to  fight  in  the  arena  with  the  com^ 
mon  gladiators. 

The  mildness  of  Caesar's  disposition,  his  ap-      He 
plication  to  the  cares  of  government,  and  the  "TSSS*^ 

{)rudence  of  his  laws,  were  the  best  instruments 
or  varnishing  his  ambitious  attempts.  He  re- 
established good  order  in  the  city,  and  attract- 
ed to  it  a  number  of  inhabitants ;  encouraged 
population  by  rewards ;  checked  extravagant 
luxury ;  and  limited  the  duration  of  the  go- 
vernment of  the  provinces,  fixing  the  prseto- 
jrian  to  one  year,  and  the  consular  to  two. 

In  quality  of  sovereign  pontiff,  he  Reformed  He  lefomt 
the  calendar,  into  which  the  pontiffe,  either  J^ 
through  ignorance,  or  from  some  interested 
motives,  had  introduced  the  greatest  confu* 
sion.  The  year,  at  that  time,  according  to 
their  computation,  consisted  of  twelve  lunar 
months,  with  an  intercalation  of  twenty-two 
or  twenty-three  days  alternately,  at  the  end  of 
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every  two  years ;  but  the  ponti£&  either  intro^ 
duced  or  omitted  the  intercalation,  according 
to  circumstances,  as  they  wanted  to  abridge  or 
to  prolong  the  time  of  the  magistrates  continu- 
ing in  office ;  and  by  this  means  all  order  was 
suD^'erted.  Sosigenes,  an  astronomer  of  Alex- 
andria, cleared  up  this  chaos,  and  the  solar  year 
of  three  hundred  and  sixty-five  days,  witn  an 
intercalation  of  one  day  every  fourth  year  was 
established  by  Caesar.  Beside  the  intercalary 
month,  it  was  necessary  to  add  sixty-seven  days 
to  the  first  year. 
T%m  Even  this  excellent  reformation,  which  de- 
served the  highest  encomiums,  was  censured, 
like  every  thing  which  ofiends  old  customs  and, 
vulgar  prejudices.  Cicero  himself,  who  was 
more  capable  than  any  man  of  seeing  its  merit, 
made  it  a  subject  of  mdecent  raillery.  Hear- 
ing it  observed,  that  a  certain  constellation  was 
to  rise  next  day :  Yes^  said  he,  and  hy  order  of 
Qtsar.  It  was  a  great  discredit  to  this  able 
orator,  tliat  he  sacrificed  every  thing  to  a  wit- 
ticism. Can  the  truly  wise  man  eves  allow 
himself  to  be  gfuilty  oi  an  act  of  injustice  ? 

The  two  sons  of  Pompey  having  stirred  up 

"^fpp^thcir  friends  in  Spain  to  take  arms,  Caesar  bas- 
owmmn  tened  to  that  quarter,  and,  by  a  victory  which 
he  gained  at  jMunda,  gave  Uberty  a  mortal 
blow«  He  entered  Rome  in  triumph,  as  if  he 
had  defeated  the  enemies  of  the  republic,  and 
Ik^i^  immed  perpetual  dictator  and  emperor, 
ciulcavoured  more  than  ever  to  gain  the  hearts 
of  X\\c  iKH>ple.  He  even  dismissed  his  guards, 
lie  CHUHod  the  statues  of  Pompey  to  be  re- 
|>laced;  and,  to  increase  rewards,  aaded  a  num- 
i»r  of  new  offices.    He  heaped  favoui-s  upon 
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many  of  his  mortal  enemies,  and  filled  the 
senate  with  his  own  creatures ;  but  he  greatly 
debased  its  dignity,  by  introducing  six  hun- 
dred senators,  most  of  them  unwomiy  of  that 
rank,  whom  he  employed  as  instruments  of  his 
ambition.  We  shall  soon  see  the  military  title 
of  Emperor^  which  had  been  formerly  conferred, 
by  the  soldiers  as  merely  honorary,  very  soon 
become  a  title  of  sovereignty. 

Some  zealous  republicans  detested  the  thought  "W. 
of  a  power  destructive  to  the  ancient  govern-  'ST 
ment,  and  the  dictator  exasperated  them  either  ''v^Wfe 
by  his  pride  or  indiscretion.  One  day  when 
the  senate  came  in  a  body  to  decree  new  hon- 
ours to  him,  he  did  not  condescend  to  rise  from 
his  tribunal,  and  even  the  populace  were  ofr 
fended  with  this  instance  of  contempt.  Some 
time  after,  when  Mark  Antony,  his  colleague 
in  the  consulship,  publicly  made  him  an  offer 
of  a  diadem,  the  populace  applauded  his  hav- 
ing refused  it,  but  his  real  purpose  was  to  sound 
the  dispositions  of  the  people ;  and  it  was  not 
long  before  it  was  known  that  he  wished  for 
the  title  of  King,  so  hateful  to  the  Romans. 
A  word  sometimes  may  have  very  considerable 
influence  on  the  minds  of  men  ;  out  while  Cae- 
sar enjoyed  supreme  and  absolute  authority, 
what  occasion  had  he  for  a  title,  which  could 
only  serve  to  alarm  the  minds  of  the  people  ? 

A  conspiracy,  headed  by  Cassius,  was  imme-  Co«imif»qr 
diately  formed.     Among  a  number  whom  heca«iosaiid 
engaged  to  join  him  was  Marcus  Brutus,  a  de-  ®™*^ 
scendant  of  the  first  consul,  the  son-in-law  and 
imitator  of  Cato ;  whom  Caesar  loved  with  the 
affection  of  a  father,  having  not  only  spared 
his  life,  but  loaded  him  with  favours  and  ad- 
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mitted  him  into  his  friendship,  without  beiii^ 
able  to  overcome  his  detestation  of  an  usurp^ 
power.  Some  anonymous  writings  whichBrutos, 
at  that  time  prsetor,  found  upon  his  tribunal, 
roused  the  republican  isentiments  in  his  mind. 
There  was  written  upon  them ;  Brutus^  thou 
steepest  §  thou  art  no  longer  the  same.  Being 
staggered  by  these  indirect  methods,  Cassius 
at  last  entirely  brought  him  over  by  his  dis* 
course. 
Portia's  Portia,  the  illustrious  daughter  of  Cato,  and 
•  cQdir^ge.  ^ife  of  Brutus,  observing  that  he  was  exceed- 
ingly agitated,  and  congealed  from  her  some  af- 
fair of  consequence,  made  a  deep  wound  in 
her  thi^h,  on  purpose  to  try  her  fortitude 
in  resisting  pain.  JBeing  satisfied  that  even 
torments  coiild  not  wring  a  secret  from  her, 
ghe  discovered  the  wound  to  Brutus,  and,  ac- 
quainting him  with  the  de^i^  sh^  had  in  exe- 
cuting this  hardy  d^ed,  obtamed  the  confidence 
she  so  much  desired.  Grant  me^  O  heaven^  cried 
Brutus,  that  I  maji  prove  myself  a  husband  xvorthy 
qf  Portia  /  The  very  soul  of  Cato,  whom  phi- 
losophy raised  superior  to  all  the  men  of  his 
time,  animated  his  daughter. 
Cm^  The  scheme  was  laid  to  assassinate  the  dicta- 
tor in  full  senate,  when  he  was  on  the  point  of 
carrying  the  war  into  Asia,  to  reven^  the  de- 
feat of  Crassus  by  the  Parthians.  Some  sus- 
picions and  forebodings,  rather  than  the  pre- 
tended oracles  which  have  been  mentioned  by 
every  historian,  made  him  hesitate  about  ^ing 
to  the  meeting  of  the  senate ;  but  imagining, 
as  luH  flatterers  told  him,  that  his  preservation  ' 
waH  of  consequence  to  the  state,  and  that  no  at- 
ieinpt  durst  DC  made  against  his  life,  lie  ex- 
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posed  himself  without  taking  any  steps  for  the 
security  of  his  person.  The  conspirators  sur«- 
rounding  him,  stahbed  him  with  their  daggers, 
when,  at  sight  of  Brutus,  he  cried  out,  And 
Aau  too^  Brutus/  After  which,  without  at^ 
tempting  any  longer  to  defend  himself,  he 
covered  his  face  with  his  robe,  and,  at  the 
a^'e  of  fifty-five,  this  great  hero  met  his  deaths 
like  a  man  who  needed  not  to  regret  the  loss 
of  life. 

According  to  the  laws  and  maxims  of  the  BcfleetSooi 
Roman  republic,  whoever  attempted  to  usurp  ^taJ^S^. 
a  sovereign  authority  was  held  an  enemy  of  his 
country,  and  exposed  to  suffer  from  the  hands 
of  his  fellow-citizens.  Csesar,  therefore,  being 
in  possession  of  the  whole  power,  was,  in  the 
eye  of  the  law,  undoubtedly  guilty.  An  assas- 
sination made  up  for  the  want  oi  legal  power 
to  pimish  him.  But  if  Rome  could  qave  pre- 
served her  hberty  no  longer,  and  must  neces^ 
sarily  have  submitted  to  some  ambitious  usurper, 
from  the  manners  and  principles  of  the  people, 
which  were  the  great  supports  of  Uberty,  bemg 
destroyed;  if  tne  example  of  Sylla,  and  the 
enormous  wealth  and  credit  of  some  individu- 
als must  sooner  or  later  have  changed  the  re- 
public into  a  monarchy,  ought  not  the  sove- 
reignty of  Ceesar  to  have  been  preferred  befoDe 
the  horrors  of  new  civil  wars  ?  The  atrocious 
action  of  Brutus,  who  kills  his  friend  and  bene- 
factor, in  the  chimerical  hope  of  saving  the 
state,  is  an  instance  of  republican  fanaticism, 
the  excesses  of  which  greatly  resemble  those 
of  religion. 

Cicero,  with  whose  timidity  the  ccmspirators    Opimoii 
were  too  well  acquainted  to  intrust  bim  with    ckero. 
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their  secret,  complained  that,  after  the  deed 
v/as  done,  they  did  not  put  to  death  all  the  in- 
timate friends  of  Caesar.     In  his  letter  to  At- 
ticus,  he  said.  They  Jiave  executed  a  childish  pro- 
ject  with  the  courage  of  heroes  ;  the  tree  is  Jelled^ 
but  tlie  roots  still  subsist.     It  was  impossible  at 
that  time  to  destroy  the  roots  of  tyranny,  for 
they  were  connected  with  the  manners  of  the 
jople,  which  were  incapable  of  reformation, 
^ernaps,  even  among  the  conspirators,  there 
might  soon  have  been  seen  a  new  usurper. 
We  shall  find  Cicero  mistaken  in  his  politics, 
and  become  the  author  and  victim  of  the  for- 
tune of  Augustus. 
The         Caesar  ha^  no  sooner  expired  than  the  mur- 
~*3n^  derers  ran  through  the  city  with  their  daggers 
■"«^''^in  their  hands,  exclaiming  that  the  king  of 
peojde.    Rome  was  dead ;  they  were  joined  by  some  pa- 
tricians, but  the  people  appeared  struck  with 
consternation  and   regret;   therefore,  finding 
themselves  disappointed  in  their  expectations, 
they  retired  to  the  Capitol.      Mark  Antony, 
who  was  consul,  and  Lepidus,  the  general  of 
the  horse,   discovered  a  readiness  to  avenge 
the  death  of  the  dictator ;   that  is  to  say,  to 
seize  the  supreme  power,  which  was  the  object 
of  their  ambition.     The  senate  assembled  to 
consider  whether  Caesar  should  be  declared  a 
tyrant  or  a  lawful  magistrate  ;  and  his  memory 
was  on  the  point  of  being  blasted,  when  An- 
tony artfully  observed,  that,  as  all  the  offices 
had  been  filled  up  by  the  dictator,  the  gover- 
nors and  magistrates  would  be  obUged  to  re- 
sign as  soon  as  it  should  be  declared  that  he, 
from  whom  their  authority  flowed,  was  an  u- 
surper  and  a  tyrant,  and  that  a  most  fatal 
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anarchy,  distress,  and  civil  war,  would  be  the 
consequence.  They  left  the  question  unde- 
cided, and  aCTced  that  the  murderers  of  the 
dictator  should  not  be  prosecuted ;  yet  at  the 
same  time  they  confirmed  all  his  laws.  Such 
an  equivocal,  or  rather  contradictory  decree, 
passed  while  affairs  were  in  such  a  critical  si- 
tuation, could  not  be  expected  to  restore  tran- 
quillity. It  was  absolutely  necessary  either  to 
snow  a  resolute  spirit,  or  to  renounce  liberty 
altogether.  Antony,  by  being  in  possession  of 
Ca&sar's  papers,  forged  whatever  he  pleased, 
and  employed  them  for  his  own  purposes. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  different  parties  seem-  A»***^ 
ed  to  be  willing  to  conciliate  matters  ;  and  the  pe^ 
conspirators,  having  come  down  from  the  Ca^ 
pitol^  were  received  in  a  friendly  manner  by 
Antony  and  Lepidus  :  but  a  step  taken  by  the 
former  very  soon  revived  the  dissensions.  He 
caused  Caesar's  will  to  be  read,  in  which  ho- 
nourable mention  was  made  of  some  of  the 
murderers,  and  considerable  legacies  left  to 
the  Roman  people.  The  hearts  of  the  people 
being  penetrated  with  tenderness  and  grati- 
tude, tney  were  completely  inflamed  by  the 
encomium  which  he  passed  upon  that  great 
man,  by  the  recital  of^his  actions,  and  by  the 
account  which  he  gave  of  his  virtues.  As  the 
body  was  laid  out  for  performing  the  funeral 
obsequies,  he  took  this  opportumty  to  display 
the  robe  dyed  in  blood,  and  to  point  out  the 
wounds  which  had  been  given  by  the  assassins. 
Such  was  the  effect  which  his  harangue  made 
upon  the  people,  that,  in  a  transport  of  rage, 
they  ran  to  set  fire  to  the  houses  of  the  con- 
spirators, who  immediately  quitted  Rome.    On 
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the 
■enate. 


He  deeeivM  purposc  to  ^in  the  senate,  the  consul  affected 
****  a  great  desire  to  restore  republican  govem- 
ment,  and  proposed  that  Sextus,  the  son  of 
Pompey,  who  nad  been  concealed  in  Spaiii 
ever  since  the  battle  of  Munda,  should  be  re- 
called.  Even  Cicero  fell  into  the  snare,  and 
highly  extolled  Antony,  whom  we  shall  very 
soon  find  him  tearing  in  pieces  by  the  most 
violent  invectives. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

1>ARIKG  POLICY  OT  OCTAVIUS.  THE  TRIUMVIRATi:. 
BATTLE  OF  FHILIPPI,  IN  WmCH  THE  REPUBLICAN 
PARTY  WAS  DESTROYED. 

Octeviu  OcTAVFUs,  SO  Celebrated  afterwards  under  the 
*^22il*^  name  of  Augustus,  grandson  of  Julia,  the  sis- 
ter of  Caesar,  made  his  appearance  at  this  time, 
and,  though  but  eiff^hteen  years  of  age,  took  a 
leading  part  in  pubUc  afi»irs.  He  had  been 
adopted  oy  the  dictator  his  ^reat-uncle,  who 
left  nim  three-fourths  of  his  fortune.  He  was 
studying  eloquence  at  ApoUonia,  a  maritime 
town  in  Epirus,  when  he  received  intelligence 
of  the  tn^ical  event  which  totally  changed 
.  the  face  of  affairs.  He  was  advised  to  dissem- 
ble, to  let  time  woric,  and  even  to  renounce  hifi 
adoption  and  inheritance;  but  he  had  too  much 
ambition  to  follow  such  advice ;  and,  jB^ing  im- 
mediately to  Rome,  declared  himself  the  heir 
of  Caesar.  Having  observed  that  Antony,  who 
was  sole  master,  was  little  disposed  to  show 
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him  any  favour,  he  persisted  ia  his  purpose 
with  steady  and  artful  policy.  The  dictator's 
mone]^  bein^  refused  to  him  by  the  consul,  he 
sold  his  patrimony,  that  he  mij^ht  discharge  the 
legacies  mentioned  in  the  willof  Csesar ;  an  in- 
falUble  means  of  attaching  the  people  to  his 
interest,  and  provoking  them  i^ainst  a  man 
who,  by  injuring  the  son,  could  not  fail  to  ap«- 
pear  ungrateful  to  the  memory  of  the  father, 
and  unjust  to  the  public. 

Antony  and  Octavius  were  frequently  recon^  ^^'Jf^ 
ciled,  but  still  fresh  quarrels  arose.  The  last  Antony  na 
wanted  to  revenge  the  death  of  Csesar,  while  ^^^'^^'^ 
the  other  only  affected  to  wish  it,  because  it 
would  be  agreeable  to  the  multitude,  but  at 
bottom  his  sole  purpose  was  to  aggrandize  him- 
self ;  and  their  mterests  beingtotally  opposite, 
Bt  ]sat  produced  a  civil  war.  The  hope  of  their 
destroying  one  another  was  matter  ot  much  sa- 
tisfaction to  many  of  the  senators.  Cicero,  less 
prudent  than  those  that  remained  neuter,  es- 
poused the  part  of  Octavius,  and  inveighed 
with  all  the  power  of  his  oratory  against  An- 
tony, which  brought  upon  him  the  reproach  of 
Brutus,  that  he  uas  less  ansnousfor  the  liberty  qf 
his  country^  than  tojind  a  good  master  for  hiri^Jf. 
The  personal  enemy  of  the  one,  and  seduced 
by  the  pretended  confidence  and  flattery  of  the 
omer,  he  perhi^s  imagined,  that  he  was  sole- 
ly employed  in  serving  his  country,  while  he 
was  only  gratifying  his  own  resentment  and  va- 
nity. Sometimes  we  may  so  far  deceive  our- 
selves as  to  be  ignorant  of  the  motives  of  our 
actions,  while  they  are  plainly  seen  by  the 
world. 

vox.  II.  H 
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chmeter  Tlie  pictuTe  of  that  celebrated  orator,  as 
ciSJro.  drawn  by  Montesquieu,  explains  the  secret  of 
his  proceedings.  *  I  believe,'  says  he,  *  that  if 
Cato  had  preserved  his  Ufe  for  the  service  of 
the  republic,  he  would  have  given  a  different 
turn  to  affairs.  Cicero,  with  admirable  talents 
for  shining  in  a  subordinate  sphere,  was  not 
capable  of  taking  the  lead.  He  had  a  fine  ge- 
nius, but  often  wanted  elevation  of  soul.  With 
him  virtue  was  but  a  secondary  motive,  as  elo- 
ry  was  with  Cato.  Cicero  was  always  the  first 
in  his  own  eyes ;  Cato  never  thought  of  him- 
self. The  one  would  have  saved  tlie  republic 
for  its  own  sake,  the  other  that  he  might  have 
boasted  of  it. ' 

SvLch  a  passion  for  vain-glory  is  a  proof  of  a 
weak  mind,  which  may  be  led  into  egregious 
errors  from  mean  considerations.  Besides,  Ci- 
cero, by  extolling  the  young  Caesar,  expected 
to  secure  support  for  himself.  Though  his 
eloGuent  philippics  are  suspected  to  have  flow- 
ed from  personal  resentment,  yet,  like  those  of 
Demosthenes,  they  are  excellent  models  for 
state  orators. 
Hooounii^  The  government  of  Cisalpine  Gaul,  which 
"octav^^  Antony  secured  to  himself,  that  he  might  keep 
Italy  in  awe,  was  the  occasion  of  the  war.  De- 
eimus  Brutus,  one  of  the  chief  conspirators, 
had  been  appointed  to  that  government  by  the 
dictator,  and  intended  to  maintain  himself  m  it. 
Antony  advanced  to  displace  him.  Octavius 
was  likewise  at  the  heaa  of  im  army,  thougii 
without  a  title  to  the  command,  but  was  press- 
ed by  his  soldiers  to  assume  that  of  oro-pr®- 
tor,  which  he  refused,  from  an  aftectea  modes- 
ty, with  a  view  to  the  credit  which  it  might 
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proctare  him  with  the  senate.  This  so  far  sue-* 
ceeded,  that,  by  the  advice  of  Cicero,  the  se- 
nate not  only  named  him  pro-praetor,  but  like* 
wise  erected  a  statue  to  him,  and  permitted  him 
to  stand  for  the  consulship,  ten  years  before  the 
time  fixed  by  law.  It  was  not  the  first  time 
that  Cicero  bad  sacrificed  the  laws  to  those 
whose  friendship  he  courted. 

Antony  had  already  begun  to  besiege  Deci-  Aatoof^ 
mus  in  Modena;  but  Cicero  caused  him  to^L^kfi." 
be  declared  the  enemy  of  his  country,  if  he  did 
not  immediately  raise  the  siege  and  leave  Cis* 
alpine  Gaul.  This  decree  of  the  senate  being 
treated  with  contempt,  the  two  consuls,  Hif- 
tius  and  Fansa,  in  conjunction  with  Octavius, 
were  ordered  to  go  and  attack  him.  Pansa  was 
defeated  and  killed.  Hirtius,  in  gaining  a  bat-* 
tie,  lost  his  life.  Antony,  being  obliged  to  fly, 
escaped  into  Transalpine  Gaul,  where  Lepidus 
had  the  commands  Having  presented  himself 
in  a  mourning  habit  to  the  soldiers,  they  wei:« 
affected  with  compassion,  and,  proclaiming  hiin 
^neral,  Lepidus  was  obliged  to  declare  in  bis 
favour,  that  he  might  not  oe  totally  forsaken. 

After  the  defeat  of  Antony,  the  senate  no      710. 
longer  showed  the  same  complaisance  for  Oc-   S^T'? 
tavius,  and  ^ve  the  command  of  the  army  to  ^iS*^[ 
Decimus.     The  republican  party  having  reco- 
vered courage,  Octavius  found  it  was  time  to 
throw  off  the  mask.     Cicero,  still  continuing  to 
be  the  dupe  of  his  artifice,  attempted  in  Vain  to 
procure  the  consulship  for  him,  in  hope  of  be- 
ing nominated  his  colleague ;  but  the  proposal 
bemg  received  with  a  peal  of  laughter  by  the 
senate,  the  heir  of  the  aiptator  did  not  hesitate 
to  copy  the  bold  and  artful  policy  of  Caesar, 

h2 
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and,  uniting  his  interests  with  those  of  Antony 
and  Lepidus,  marched  at  the  head  of  his  army 
to  Rome,  where  he  forced  them  to  choose  him 
consul,  though  he  was  scarcely  twenty  years  of 
ftge ;  and  thus,  hy  his  address  rather  than  his 
courage,  put  himself  in  a  situation  to  gratify 
that  ambition  with  which  he  was  devoured. 

'^^  Brutus  and  Cassius  had  withdrawn ;  the  one 
Md^  «r  into  Greece,  and  the  other  into  Asia,  where  their 

^"^^  party  was  strengthened  by  success,  and  they 
beckoned  twenty  legions  under  their  command. 
The  fiiBt  step  of  the  youn^  consul  was  to  cause 
them  to  be  ccHidemned,  with  all  who  were  con- 
cerned in  Caesar's  murder ;  but  as  he  could  not 
expect  to  subdue  them  without  assistance,  he 
caused  the  decree,  which  had  been  passed  a- 

Sinst  Antony  and  Lepidus,  to  be  revoked, 
^tavios  Joined  these  two  in  the  neighbour-* 
IkxkL  of  Modena,  where  their  conference  lasted 
three  days.  They  agreed  to  share  the  sove* 
reign  power  among  tnem  for  five  years,  under 
the  appellatiofi  of  triumvirs.  Lepidus  was  to 
continue  in  Rome,  while  Octavius  and  Antony 
carried  cm  the  war  against  the  conspirator; ; 
but  their  enemies  were  to  be  previously  extir- 
pated by  a  proscription,  whicn  would  procure 
them  die  means  of  supporting  their  army. 
Thus  all  the  horrors  or  the  time  of  Sylla, 
which  had  been  in  some  degree  efiaced  by  the 
elemency  of  Caesar,  were  again  renewed.  Cm- 
«ar,  notwithstanding  his  clemency,  had  been 
murdered,  which  was  not  forgotten  by  the  tri- 
umvirs. 
^>w«jfii[^  It  is  impossible  to  describe  the  terrors  of 
ihv.-.44i«.  ^^  proscnption.  The  tyrants  began  with  sa- 
cr^ing  their  friends  ana  kindred  to  one  an- 
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othm.  Lepidus  presented  the  head  of  his  bro- 
ther, Antony  his  uncle's,  and  Octavius  that  of 
Cicero,  by  whom  he  had  been  too  zealously  se- 
conded. It  was  forbidden,  under  pain  of  death, 
to  conceal  or  assist  any  ^oscrib^  person.  A 
reward  was  offered  to  whoever  should  kill 
them ;  and  even  the  freedom  of  the  city  to 
slaves  who  assassinated  their  masters.  Some 
heroic  proo&  of  fidelity  in  women  and  slaves 
were  to  be  met  with  even  amidst  this  dreadful 
carnage  and  the  treachery  of  the  times ;  but 
villany  made  blood  to  flow  in  torrents  over  the 
whole  country.  At  the  sight  of  Cicero's  head, 
who  had  been  killed  by  a  tribune  whom  his 
eloquence  had  formerly  saved,  Antony  exulted 
with  joy.  Three  hundred  senators,  and  more 
than  two  thousand  knights,  were  murdered.  If 
no  other  cause  of  hatred  presented  itself,  the 
possession  of  riches  was  a  sufficient  offence* 
Yet,  after  all,  as  the  confiscations  were  inade- 
ouate  to  their  wants,  they  imposed  a  tax  upon 
the  mothers,  daughters,  ana  relatioils  of  the 
proscribed.  Here  was  one  of  those  abominable 
scenes,  where  men  were  to  be  seen  divested  of 
humanity  by  their  passions,  and  surpassing  the 
fury  of  tigers. 

fieing  at  last  glutted  with  massacre  and  nu  ^^"^ 
pine,  they  hastened  to  execute  their  projects  a-    mareh^ 
gainst  the  republica^is.  Lepidus  guarded  Rome,  ^^1^^^ 
while  his  two  colleagues  entered  Macedonia, 
where  Brutus  had  been  joined  by  Cassius.   No 
Roman  armies  had  ever  been  seen  of  equal 
number  to  those  that  were  now  to  decide  the 
fate  of  the  republic.  On  each  side  they  amount- 
ed to  more  tnan  a  himdred  thousand  men,  sea« 
soned  to  war,  and  animated  with  all  the  ardour 
which  ambition  or  a  love. of  liberty  could  in- 
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spire.  Cassiiis  wished  to  avoid  coming  to  an 
engagement,  because  the  enemy  must  have 
soon  perished  for  want  of  provisions,  but  Bru- 
tus did  not  concur  in  this  opinion.  Tlie  sol- 
diers exclaimed,  that  it  was  cowardly  to  decline 
the  combat ;  they  murmured  and  deserted,  and 
their  impatience  determined  their  gener9,ls  to 
en^ge. 
711.  The  battle  of  Philippi,  which  was  fought  on 

of  f£l%n.  the  confines  of  Macedonia  and  Thrace,  destroy- 
ed the  republican  party.  Octavius,  who  was  as 
cowardly  in  the  field  as  he  was  bold  in  council, 
concealed  himself  on  pretence  of  sickne3s,  and 
his  legions  were  routed  by  Brutus  ;  but,  while 
the  conqueror  was  too  rashly  pursuing  the  fu- 
gitives, Antony  broke  and  dispersed  the  wing 
of  the  army  commanded  by  Cassius,  who,  being 
ignorant  of  the  success  of  his  coUeagiie,  obli- 

c^si^  ged  one  of  his  freedmen  to  kill  him.  Both  ar- 
firutas.  mies  being  in  one  part  victorious,  in  the  other 
defeated,  retreated  to  their  camps.  That  of  the 
triumvirs  was  in  want  of  every  kind  of  provi- 
sion, which  determined  Brutus  to  pursue  the 
plan  of  Cassius ;  and  the  success  would  have 
Deen  infallible,  if  the  mutiny  of  his  troops  had 
not  obliged  him  to  hazard  a  second  engage-r 
ment..  After  having  totally  defeated  the  wing 
of  the  army  commanded  by  Octavius,  he  lost 
the  battle,  and,  being  persuaded  that  liberty 
was  annihilated,  fell  upon  his  swprcl,  and  died 
the  same  death  as  his  colleague. 
Faults        These  two  generaU  wQre  honoured  with  the 

"^^JT  title  of  the  last  of  the  Romans,  though  some 
have  thought  they  might  better  have  aeserved 
it.  Cassius,  of  a  violent  haughty  temper,  was  sus^ 
pected  of  being  influenced  less  by  zeal  for  his. 
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country  than  hatred  against  Caesar.  Brutus, 
virtuous  from  principle,  inviolably  attached  to 
the  laws,  just  and  compassionate,  respecting  the  * 
title  of  citizen  even  in  his  Enemies,  yielded  to 
that  enthusiasm  which  impedes  reflection.  Some- 
etimes,  from  an  apprehension  of  going  too  great 
lengths,  he  did  not  act  with  sufficient  vigour ; 
whfle  at  others,  though  but  seldom,  he- thought 
that  violence  in  support  of  the  cause  in  which  he 
was  enjgaged  might  be  permitted.  Before  the 
second  battle  of  Philippi,  he  promised  his  sol- 
diers the  pillage  of  Sparta  and  Tliessalonica,  if 
they  gained  the  victory.  This,  as  Plutarch  ob;^ 
serves,  was  to  imitate  those  who  plead  for  the 
right  of  the  strongest. 

Brutus  and  Cassius,  by  killing  themselves  at  Reflectiona 
the  same  time,  destroyed,  the  republic,  and  have  ^SSL, 
therefore  been  very  properly  censured  for  their 
rash  despair,  But  ought  we  to  ascribe  suicide^ 
which  was  at  that  time  very  frequent  in  Kome, 
to  a  want  of  courage  ?  *  It  is  certain, '  says  the 
celebrated  Montesquieu,  *  that  men  are  become 
less  free,  less  courageous,  less  inclined  to  per- 
form noble  actions,  than  they  were  when,  by 
the  power  which  they  assumed  over  themselves, 
they  could  at  all  times  escape  from  every  other 

I)Ower. '  The  Christian  religion  inspires  its  fol- 
owers  with  a  just  abhorrence  of  suicide ;  and 
the  instances  of  it  which  we  meet  with  at  pre^ 
sent  are  almost  all  the  eft'ect  of  vice  and  irrcr 
gularities,  that  prove  how  needful  are  the  di- 
vine qaorals  it  teaches.  It  is  no  less  evident, 
that  it  was  not  from  cowardice  that  the  Catos 
and  the  Brutuses  rather  sacrificed  their  lives 
than  submit  to  lose  their  liberty.  Subtle  rea- 
sonings upon  this  subject  can  never  weaken  the 
proQ^  drawn  from  our  feelings. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

TBS  MISCONDUCT  OF  ANTOKT  TURNED  BT  OCTAVIUS 
TO  BIS  OWN  ADVANTAGE.  THE  BATTIX  OF  ACTIUH, 
AND  TERMINATION  OF  TBE  REPUBLIC. 

NevrenMi-THE  dastatdly  Octavius,  for,  though  he  com* 
0^^  manded  armies,  he  deserved  no  otner  appella- 
tion, continued  to  glnt  himself  with  blood  after 
the  battle  which  Antony  had  gained  for  him. 
A  multitude  of  illustrious  victims  were  but- 
chered, and,  among  others,  Favonius  the  sena- 
tor, a  philosopher,  and  the  friend  of  Brutus, 
but  guiltless  ot  having  dipped  his  hands  in  the 
blood  of  Caesar.  It  was  a  maxim  with  him,  that 
the  most  unjust  tyranny  is  preferable  to  a  civil 
war;  the  truth  of  which  has  been  too  often 
confirmed  by  experience. 
Pk«ft»iM  As  the  troops  engaged  in  the  service  of  the 
tUaSdkn.  tyrants  solely  from  motives  of  interest  and  the 
allurement  of  riches,  the  triumvirs  were  obli- 
ged to  give  them  a  gratuity  of  five  thousand 
orachmsB  *  per  man,  besides  additional  recom- 
penses to  the  officers.  We  may  easily  judge  to 
what  extortions  the  people  were  exposed.  An- 
tony went  into  Asia  on  purpose  to  drain  it  of 
the  little  money  which  had  escaped  the  hands 
of  Brutus  and  Cassius.  Since  you  double  our 
tases^  said  an  orator  to  him,  double  UkewUe  our 
summers  and  harvests^  otherwise  we  shall  not  be  able 
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to  saU^  you.    But  what  avail  reasons  against 
force  ? 

When  Antony  arrived  in  Cilicia,  he  summon- 
ed  before  him  Cleopatra,  queen  of  Egypt,  whose 
conduct  during  the  war  had  given  room  for 
suspicion.  The  princess  appeared,  and,  by  her 
charms,  captivated  that  great  general  and  as* 
piling  politician,  who,  lulled  asleep  in  the  lap 
of  love,  forgot  every  thing  but  her.  Octavius, 
who  thought  of  nothing  but  his  own  interests, 
and  how  to  get  the  whole  power  into  his  hands, 
took  advantage  of  Antony's  blind  passion,  and, 
by  the  most  skilful  address,  made  up  for  his 
want  of  military  talents. 

After  vanquishing,  by  his  generals,  Sextus,  £2^^ 
the  son  of  Pompey,  who,  bein^  master  of  Sici*  tS^ 
ly  and  Sardinia,  had  given  hun  no  small  un«- 
easiness,  he  seized  the  first  pretence  of  getting 
rid  of  Lepidus,  a  man  entirely  destitute  of  me- 
lit,  whose  rise  seemed  to  be  owin^  to  one  of 
those  unaccountable  caprices  in  which  fortune 
sometimes  delights.  That  triumvir  descended 
to  the  lowest  submission,  begged  his  life,  and 
on  that  condition  was  contented  to  pass  his  days 
in  contempt  and  obscurity. 

We  may  form  some  idea  of  his  meanness  and 
pride  by  tne  following*  anecdote.  Having  taken 
It  into  his  head  to  celebrate  a  triumph  for  hb 
success  in  a  trifling  expedition,  he  himself,  with 
the  consent  of  his  colleagues,  drew  up  a  procla- 
mation, which  began  thus :  To  all  those  who  shall 
honour  our  triumph^  health  and  honour ;  to  aU 
others^  misery  and  proscription. 

Antony  having  made  young  Pompey  prisoner  ^^"^  ^ 
in  Asia,  and  put  him  to  death,  was  the  only  i^!^. 
man  left  who  could  dispute  the  empire  with  his 
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collea^e  ;  but,  instead  of  this,  he  paved  the 
way  for  his  rival's  usurpation,  and  ruined  him- 
self by  a  series  of  the  most  inexcusable  favdts. 
Antony  Fulvia,  widow  of  the  seditious  Clodius,  at 
'JSfJdkSr  tl^at  time  married  to  Antony,  had  fomented  a 
quarrel  between  him  and  Octavius,  on  purpose 
to  force  him  from  the  arms  of  Cleopatra.  This 
was  the  cause  of  a  slight  war,  in  which  Perusa 
was  destroyed.  Both  parties  being  recpnciled, 
and  having  made  a  division  of  all  the  provinces, 
Antony,  without  any  reason,  quitted  Italy,  to 
which  he  had  returned.  The  Athenians,  among 
whom  he  designed  to  pass  the  winter,  received 
him  as  if  he  had  been  a  deity,  and  offered  him 
their  tutelar  goddess,  Minerva,  in  marriage ; 
a  piece  of  flattery  which  he  rewarded  by  exact- 
ing from  them  a  thousand  talents  for  her  por- 
tion. On  his  return  from  an  unsuccessful  ex^ 
pedition  against  the  Parthians,  he  made  bim- 
iself  odious  and  contemptible  by  new  excesses  ; 
proclaimed  Cleopatra  queen  of  Egypt,  Cyprus, 
Africa,  and  Cselo^Syria ;  lavished  provinces  and 
kingdoms  on  the  children  he  had  by  her ;  and 
by  every  action  brought  new  disg^racc  upon 
the  Roman  name. 
OctaTiw  Octavius  had  the  address  to  seize  every  op- 
^^^^'^ISi^  portunity  of  lessening  the  character  of  his  riv^l, 
h»  enem^.  j^qJ  ^^  ]ast  accuscd  him  before  the  senate.  A  war 
was  resolved  upon,  and  Antony  prepared  for  it  in 
the  midst  of  pleasures,  surrounded  by  troops  of 
buffoons.  By  divorcing  the  virtuous  Octavia, 
his  colleague's  sister,  whom  he  had  married  af- 
ter the  death  of  Fulvia,  all  hopes  pf  accommo- 
dation were  cut  off,  and  he  was  abandoned  by 
numbers  of  his  friends,  who  were  filled  with  in- 
dignation at  his  condvict  wd  ^une^on  witlx 
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Cleopatra,    and   still   more  provoked   by  the 
pride  and  haughtiness  of  that  queen. 

Before  the  two  rivals  had  recourse  to  arms,  ^^ 
they  attacked  each  other  with  the  bitterest  in-  of  Aetium. 
vectives.  At  last  the  fate  of  the  empire  was  de-  of  ^AtoLy 
cided  by  the  sea-fight  off  Aetium.  Cleopatra  cw^Jtra. 
bad  prevailed  upon  Antony  to  hazard  an  en- 
gagement at  sea,  though  he  was  superior  by 
land,  and  fled  with  her  galleys  in  the  heat  of  the 
battle.  Her  lover,  though  a  man  of  tried  va^ 
lour,  forgot  himself  on  this  occasion,  and  a^ 
bandonea  every  thing  to  follow  her.  Thus  Oc- 
tavius,  or  rather  his  general,  Agrippa,  gained  a 
complete  victory  ;  and  Antony's  land-army, 
which  consisted  of  nineteen  legions  and  twelve 
thousand  horse,  having  in  vain  waited  for  the 
coming  of  their  general,  ranged  themselves  un^ 
4er  the  standard  of  the  conqueror.  This  sucr 
cess  was  soon  followed  by  the  conquest  of 
Egypt ;  and  the  ensuing  year  Antony  laid  vio- 
lent nand^  upon  himself  at  Alexandria.  Cleor 
patra  was  reserved  by  Octavius  to  adorn  his 
triumph,  but  she  avoided  that  disgrace  by  a 
courageous  death,  either  from  th^  bite  of  an  as-, 
pic,  or  some  other  poison. 

Thus  did  Caesar's  grand  nephew,  by  intrigues     t«*: 
and  fawiiing,  audaciousness  and  cruelty,  at  Igst  sole  i^^ 
gain  that  sovereignty  to  which  he  had  aspired  ,^^ 
from  his  youth.     In  the  sequel,  we  shall  see  by 
what  methods  he  secured  his  dominion  while  he 
affected  a  respect  for  the  ancient  laws.     Rome 
had  now  for  ever  lost  her  liberty,  and  that  fa- 
mous republic  was  no  more  ;  nothing  remained 
but  a  vain  shadow,  which  yet  soothed  the  piide 
of  her  citizens, 
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Caws  €f  This  revolution  must  be  ascribed  to  the  vices 
introduced  by  opulence.  Every  thing  was  set  to 
sale,  when  every  thing  could  be  purdiased  by  a 
few  individuals,  and  their  excessive  riches  m- 
creasing  the  poverty  and  wretchedness  of  the 
multitude,  the  fundamentals  of  the  constitution 
gave  way  to  corruption ;  integrity  disappeared, 
self-interest  was  the  only  rule  of  action,  and  the 
depravity  of  manners  mfected  the  springs  of 

government.  The  spirit  of  patriotism  was  stifled 
y  a  thousand  discordant  passions ;  luxury,  vo* 
hmtuousness,  and  debauchery,  broke  the  b^ds 
ol  duty,  and  ambition  forced  every  barrier 
sword  m  hand.  In  a  word,  the  weak  necessari* 
ly  became  the  slaves  of  the  strongest.  When  we 
see  the  people  seduced  by  bounmess  profusicm, 
the  soldiers  sold  to  the  general,  who  fills  their 
purses ;  the  magistrates  forming  cabals  to  sup- 
port  themselves  in  office ;  and  the  generals  re- 
fusing to  lay  down  the  command  at  the  legal 
period,  we  may,  without  hesitation,  conclude 
that  liberty  is  at  an  end. 
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TENTH  EPOCH. 

THE  BEPUBUC  CHANGED  INTO  A  MILITARY 
MONARCHY,   COMPREHENDING  THE  PERIOD 

OF  THE  EMPERORS. 

FROM   THE    TEAR    OF    ROME    SEVEN    HUNDRED    AND 
TWENTY  SIX9  TO  THE  REIGN  OF  CON8TANTINE. 


AUGUSTUS, 


CHAPTER  I. 

REIGN  OF  AUGUSTUS  TILL  THE  DEATH  OF  AGRIPPA. 

Hitherto  we  have  seen  Augustus,  the  title  utiofdit 
which  Octavius  caused  the  senate  to  confer  ^^^"^ 
upon  him,  acting  with  the  refined  policy  of  an^ 
unprincipled  man,  who  sacrifices  every  thing 
to  an  unoridled  appetite  for  unjust  dominion ; 
but  from  this  period,  if  he  does  not  really 
change  his  character  and  maxims,  we  shall  no 
more  behold  him  imbruing  his  hands  in  human 
blood ;  he  will  even  appear  in  the  light  of  a 
^ood  prince,  at  least  so  far  as  was  necessary 
or  his  own  interest.  Loaded  with  encomiums 
by  flatterers,  hated  by  the  friends  of  republi- 
can government  as  an  oppressor,  he  will  some- 
times merit  the  applause  of  the  judicious  po- 
litician, by  the  prudent  exercise  of  his  au- 
thority. 


f 
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ErtaUiaiw      '  Au^stus,  *  says  Montesquieu,  '  established 
orfS?*«^  order,  t.  e.  servitude,  on  a  durable  foundation ; 
onSiS^.  ^^^  when  an  usurper  seizes  the  government  of 
a  free  state,  he  calls  every  thing  order  which 
tends  to  secure  the  authority  in  the  hands  of  a 
single  person ;  and  whatever  is  favourable  to 
the  liberty  of  the  subject,  goes  by  the  name  of 
confusion,  dissension,  and  anarchy. '     But  as  it 
was  impossible  the  Romans  should  have  con- 
tinued a  free  people,  the  order  established  by 
Augustus,  when  compared  with  the  former  con- 
fusion and  calamities,  in  some  measure  wipes 
out  the  spots  with  which  his  memory  is  stam- 
ed.     Under  his   government,   Rome  enjoyed 
tranquillity,  and  had  time  to  breathe.     Even 
this  was  no  small  advantage,  after  the  horrors 
of  the  civil  wars. 
785.         Having  nothing  more  at  heart  than  the  esta- 
dfccTiiriL.blishment  of  his  power,  and  by  a  feigned  mo- 
tolibd^  deration  to   secure   himself  against   the   fate 
which  had  hurried  Caesar  to  the  grave,  he  af- 
fected an  inclination  to  abdicate  the  govern- 
ment, and  consulted  on  that  head  his  two  con- 
fidents,Miecenas  and  Agrippa,  the  iirst  of  whom, 
like  a  generous  patriot,  exhorted  him  to  put  so 
noble  a  design  in  execution ;  but  Agrippa,  like 
an  able  courtier,  argued  that  such  a  step  would 
be  destructive  to  the  public,  and  dangerous  t 
himself;  and  Augustus  preferred  this  opinion, 
which  was,  doubtless,  conformable  to  his  own 
sentiments. 
\u  conAnm     Howcvcr,  after  having  repealed  all  the  de- 
hia  poww.  ^j.^8  Qf  jjnj  triumvirate,  and  given  some  proofs 
of  a  wise  administration,  he  declared  that  he 
restored  the  soverelen  power  into  the  hands  of 
the  senate  and  people.    He  had  taken  his  mea- 
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sured  with  dexterity,  and  reckoned  upon  meet* 
ing  with  a  refusal ;  nor  was  he  mistaken.  He 
was  hiunbly  entreated  not  to  quit  the  reins  of 
government,  and  prevailed  upon  to  bear  that 
burden  ten  years  longer,  reserving  to  himself^ 
however,  the  right  of  abdication,  if  his  ser- 
vices might  be  dispensed  with.  In  all  appear- 
ance, the  major  part  of  the  senate  penetrated 
his  secret  intentions,  which  the  tenor  of  his  past 
conduct  had  sufficiently  discovered.  But,  after 
all,  his  power  seemed  to  acquire  the  sanction 
of  law  from  the  consent  and  wishes  of  the  peo- 
le,  and  he  retained  it  till  his  death,  by  a  regu- 
ar  renewal  of  the  same  ceremony.  A  plan  of 
policy,  well  concerted  and  steadily  pursued,  sel- 
dom fails  of  success,  when  address  is  seconded 
by  force. 

Augustus,  terrified  by  the  tragical  end  of  ad  pawm 
Caesar,  and  careful  to  disguise  monarchy  under  ""lT** 
the  garb  of  republican  government,  shared  the  ^  p****^ 
administration  of  the  provinces  with  thie  senate, 
artfully  assigning  to  that  body  such  as  were 
least  liable  to  disturbances ;  that  is,  those  where 
no  troops  were  kept  on  foot ;  by  which  means 
he  had  the  whole  military  force  in  his  own 
hands.  Far  from  giving  ofiience  to  the  people 
by  aftecting  the  title  of  King,  he  even  did  not 
assume  that  of  dictator,  contenting  himself  with 
the  name  of  emperor,  which,  in  the  times  of  the 
republic,  was  bestowed  as  a  distinction  merely 
honorary,  without  any  power  annexed.  To 
this  was  added,  as  in  the  days  of  Caesar,  the 
command  of  the  armies,  a  privilege  which  re- 
tains nations  in  subjection,  and  the  right  of 
making  war  and  peace.  Invested  with  the 
consular,  proconsular,   and  tribunitial  power, 
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flMHigfa  widioat  the  title  of  tnbiiBe ;  wkh  the 
eeawMiijJi,  under  the  name  of  refonner  of  man- 
Ben,  and  with  the  hi^  ^iesthood,  to  which 
the  influence  of  leligKm  added  great  weight, 
he  was  absc^te  master  of  the  state,  wimout 
sofibring  his  despotic  power  to  become  visiUe. 
To  these  titles  was  added  that  of  fiither  <^  his 
country.  He  left  to  the  senate  tJbe  ancient  of- 
fices and  enngns  a(  dignity ;  but  weakened  the 
power  of  that  body  even  by  its  numbers,  whidi 
ne  increased  to  a  thousand ;  and  by  tbe  care  he 
took  to  admit  none  but  such  as  were  entirely 
devoted  to  his  ^easure.  He  caressed  and 
flattered  the  peo^e,  gave  them  entertainments, 
and  procured  them  wundance.  Th^assem- 
bUes  were  held  as  usual  for  tbe  efectioQ  of  ma- 
gistrates; but  he  governed  the  comitia,  dis- 
posed of  the  sufirages,  and  every  thii^  was  de- 
termined according  to  his  wilL 

Such  was  the  government  of  the  Emperors. 
They  alway  exercised  the  power,  whue  the 
people  and  senate  retained  tne  abearance  of 
sovereignty.  An  empty  parade  of  liberty,  which 
was  now  no  more !  Ol  what  importance  b  it  to 
preserve  some  traces  of  freedom  in  the  form  of 
government,  when  a  state  is  actually  under  the 
yoke  of  a  despot  ?  Or  to  seem  to  grant  volun- 
tarily what  cannot  be  refused?  A  dispensa- 
ticm  from  the  laws  was  granted  to  the  emperor. 
Not  to  mention  that  such  a  privilege  demon- 
strates the  utter  destruction  of  all  legal  authori- 
ty, what  could  have  hindered  him  ftom  assuming 
it  without  a  grant  ?  It  is  amazing  what  P^^^* 
mere  name  oflen  produces  over  mankind.  He 
reigned,  because  he  did  not  openly  pretend  to  re- 
galauthority.  Though  the  government  was  mo- 
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narchical,  the  people  fondly  imagined  that  the 
repuhlic  still  subsisted,  because  the  names  of 
senate,  consul,  &c.  were  sufiered  to  remain. 
In  like  manner,  we  see  that  frequently  the 
best  method  of  destroying  the  influence  of  an 
opinion,  is  to  preserve  ue  words,  and  suffer 
the  idea  to  be  lost. 

This  emperor's  conduct  in  private  life,  his  Angwtut 
show  of  modesty,  his  affabihty  and  beneficence,  ^J^^liSs^ 
were,  doubtless,  attended  with  the  greatest  ad-  ^'^'*»^ 
vantages.  That  versatile  soul  could  put  on 
every  shape.  By  perfidy  and  cruelty  he  had 
laid  the  foundations  of  his  fortune;  and  it  was 
necessary  to  wipe  out  the  remembrance  of  them 
by  putting  on  the  mask  of  virtue.  He  even 
expressed  a  veneration  for  the  character  of  Bru- 
tus. Once  hearing  Cato  censured  for  his  in- 
flexible obstinacy^,  he  replied,  Whoever  supports 
the  established  government^  is  a  good  citizen  and  a 
man  of  honour.  This  apology  of  Cato  increas- 
ed his  own  popularity.  The  historian,  Titus 
Livius,  bestowed  the  nighest  praises  on  Pomi- 
pey,  without  losing  the  friendship  of  Augustus, 
who  often  rallied  him  as  being  a  partisan  of 
that  hero;  but  avoided  every  appearance  of 
censuring  encomiums  conformable  to  republi- 
can sentiments. 

This  long  reign  furnishes  but  few  events  hmwipi 
worthy  of  notice,  as  the  empire  enjoyed  tran-'"™*"*^ 
quillity ;  and,  besides,  we  have  no  unexception- 
able historians  of  those  times  extant ;  for  Sueto- 
nius and  Dion  Cassius  are  not  of  that  descrip- 
tion. The  defeat  of  the  Cantabrians  and  Asturi- 
ans,  put  a  final  end  to  all  disturbances  in  Spain. 
Canoac^,  queen  of  Ethiopia,  who  had  invaded 
Egypt,  was  defeated,  and,  though  she  afterwards 
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ratriered  ber  lones,  ooncluded  a  p»oe.  Tbe 
Roman  Takmr,  whetted  by  tbe  civil  wars, 
would  bave  trimnpbed  over  more  fonnidable 
enemies,  bad  tbe  empercM*  been  ci  a  martial 
dispontion;  but  it  was  of  more  importance 
for  bim  to  keep  a  watdifbl  eye  over  Rome, 
and  lull  its  inhabitants  asleep  in  the  soft  lap  of 


His  nephew,  Maroelliis,  to  whom  he  had 
«ven  his  chmghter  in  marriage,  and  destined 
die  siKXsession  of  the  empire,  a  prince  of  great 
bc^es,  was  cut  oS  in  the  flower  of  his  youth, 
to  the  unspeakable  regret  of  the  Romans.  A- 
grippa  was  at  a  distance  from  court,  having 
been  appointed  governor  of  Syria,  in  order  to 
remove  nim  from  Rome,  where  his  presence 
bad  ^ven  Maroellus  no  little  uneasiness.  Au- 
gustus finding  his  assistance  necessary  to  put 
a  stop  to  the  conspiracies  that  were  then  form- 
ing, he  was  recalled,  and  married  to  Julia,  the 
widow  of  Marcellus.  If  we  may  credit  the 
historians,  the  emperor  was  determined  to  this 
step  by  Maecenas,  who  frankly  told  him.  You 
have  raised  Agrippa  so  high^  Aatyou  must  either 
put  him  to  deaths  or  make  him  your  son4n4aw. 
And  Agrippa,  without  difficulty,  consented  to 
divorce  the  niece,  that  he  might  espouse  the 
daughter  of  Augustus. 
vkite  Aaii.  The  cmperor  iiaviug  put  into  his  hands  the 
government  of  Rome,  set  out  to  visit  the  pro- 
vinces of  Asia,  where  he  had  the  honour  ot  re- 
covering, without  a  war,  the  standards  which 
had  belonged  to  the  legions  of  Crassus.  Phraa- 
tes,  king  of  Parthia,  dreading  the  power  of  the 
empire,  sent  back  those  moniunents  of  a  shame- 
ful defeat,  and  restored  the  surviving  prison- 
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ers  who  had  been  taken  when  Antony  was 
routed;  an  event  which  was  celebrated  as  a 
glorious  triumph.  The  whole  power  of  the 
Roman  empire  vested  in  a  single  man,  might 
then  very  justly  make  its  stoutest  enemies 
tremble ;  but  even  in  its  greatness  were  con- 
cealed the  seeds  of  inevitable  ruin. 

Augustus,  at  his  return,  received  new  maite  Semiity 
of  submission  from  the  senate  and  people.  He  ^  ^^^^^^ 
refused  the  consulship,  which  he  nod  already 
borne  eleven  times.  And,  instead  of  a  vain 
title,  was  invested  with  the  consular  power 
during  life,  with  the  precedence  of  those  who 
were  nominally  appointed  to  that  dignity.  The 
senators  even  carried  their  meanness  so  fsLV  as 
to  offer  to  swear  that  they  would  observe  every 
law  which  he  should  enact ;  but  this  abject 
oath  was  rejected.  Ifffie  laws  are  good^  said  he, 
ihet/  will  certainly  he  observed;  if  they  are  bad^ 
such  an  obligation  will  only  be  productive  of  nds^ 
chief.  He  was  sensible,  that  tne  le^slative  au- 
thority, when  united  with  the  military  power, 
was  sufficient  to  effect  every  purpose. 

However,  divers  laws,  which  he  enacted  a-  Lswtibr 
bout  that  time,  against  ceUbacy,  adultery,  di-  .np^rion 
vorce,  without  sufficient  cause,  and  the  luxury  ^^^^ 
of  the  table,  raised  murmurs  among  the  people, 
and  produced  few  good  effects,  either  because 
he  did  not  enforce  the  execution  of  them  with 
sufficient  vigour,  or  the  imiversal  depravation  of 
manners  served  as  a  pretext  to  treat  them  with 
neglect.     But  what  laws  can  stem  the  torrent 
of  vice  ?   By  gratifying  the  taste  of  the  people, 
who  now  were  fully  satisfied  with  bread  and 
public  shows ;  by  continually  entertaining  them 
with  games,  and  making  distributions  of  com, 
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Augustus  showed  himself  much  less  zealous  for 
correcting  the  maimers  of  his  subjects,  than  se- 
curing his  personal  interest ;  indeed,  these  were 
the  most  proper  methods  to  destroy  all  remem- 
brance of  the  ancient  liberty,  and  prevent  the 
present  state  of  servitude  from  being  felt. 
The  peo^      The  whole  attention  of  that  people,  who  had 

corrupted*    n  iv  vj  r  •  n 

tormerly  shown  such  ardour  tor  managing  af- 
fairs of  state,  was  now  turned  upon  Pymdes 
and  Bathyllus,  two  celebrated  actors.  The  for- 
mer had  been  ordered  to  auit  the  city  for  his 
insolence,  and  being  recalled  in  order  to  gra- 
tify the  Romans,  who  deeply  regretted  his  ab- 
sence, he  said  to  the  emperor.  Think  yourself 
happy,  O  Ccesar,  that  the  people  turn  their  thoughts 
solely  upon  Bathyllus  and  me.  The  expression 
was  significant,  and  must  have  been  luUy  un- 
derstood by  so  profound  a  politician. 
Rcfomution  It  afFords  matter  for  surprise,  that  Augustus, 
M^ll^fou  after  having  taken  so  many  steps  to  debase  the 
b/*Sjbl«.  senate,  should  have  attempted  to  restore  it  to 
its  primitive  lustre.  The  sole  method  for  ef- 
fecting this,  was  a  diminution  of  its  niuubei^s, 
and  the  exclusion  of  all  whose  birth  or  conduct 
made  them  imwortliy  of  that  rank.  Accord- 
ingly, the  number  of  senators  was  reduced 
from  a  thousand  to  six  hundred ;  and  the  se- 
lection was  made  with  a  considerable  degree  of 
moderation  and  equity.  But  as  the  least  de- 
serving are  commonly  the  most  jealous  of  ho- 
nours, this  reformation  gave  birth  to  cabals. 
The  emperor  so  much  dreaded  an  assassina- 
tion, that  he  never  appeared  in  public  without 
a  coat  of  mail  under  nis  robe ;  and,  not  con- 
tent with  this,  provided  himself  a  farther  se- 
curity, by  associating  in  the  tribunitial  power, 
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and  naming  for  his  successor,  Agrippa,  who 
was  the  object  of  universal  esteem  for  his  he- 
roic qualities.  However,  as  he  still  gave.  boM  nying 
marks  of  apprehension,  the  senators  proposed  jjH^ 
to  watch  him  by  turns  ;  but  Labeo,  an  eminent 
lawyer,  of  repuDlican  principles,  broke  oft*  their 
deliberations,  by  saying  pleasantly,  /  am  apt  to 
Jhtl  asleep  ;  do  not  reckon  upon  me.  Some  male- 
contents  were  punished  with  death.  It  is  not 
known  whether  they  were  ^ilty,  or  executed 
only  on  suspicion.  One  thmg  certain  is,  that 
the  emperor  was  no  rigid  observer  of  justice. 

A  military  government,  where  the  sword  sup-  Damgm 
plies  the  place  of  fundamental  laws,  was  the  n^iy 
more  obnoxious  to  conspiracies  and  insurrec- 8«^'«wnf»>. 
tions,  as,  notwithstanding  the  corruption  of  the 
Roman  manners,  their  martial  disposition  had 
still  been  kept  up  by  the  civil  wars,  and  the 
sentiments  of  liberty  yet  survived  in  some  ge- 
nerous minds.     If  Au^stus  escaped  all  dan- 
fers,  it  was  no  less  owing  to  his  address  than  to 
is  power.     We  shall  see  how  fatal  despotism 
was  to  the  generality  of  his  successors. 


CHAPTER  n. 

WARS    IN    GERMANY.      END    OF    THE   REIGN    OF  AU- 
GUSTUS.      I-AWS  AND  LITERATURE. 

The  empire  sufiered  an  irreparable  loss  in  the     748. 

death  oiT  Agrippa,  which  happened  soon  after  ^^ 

his  return  from  an  expedition  into  Pannonia.  -^pp^ 
Caius  and  Lucius,  his  two  sons  by  Julia,  had 
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been  already  adopted  by  Augustus,  but  their 
extreme  youth  made  them  incapable  of  assist- 
ing him  m  the  government ;  he  was  therefore 
obliged^  though  against  his  will,  to  cast  his 
^es  on  Tiberius,  son  of  his  wife  Livia  and 
Tiberius  Nero.  Desirous  of  placing  him  near 
the  throne,  he  obliged  him  to  divorce  a  wife 
whom  he  loved,  ana  marry  Juha,  whose  gallan- 
tries  were  become  public.  Ambition  extin- 
guished every  sentiment  of  honour  in  the  breast 
of  Tiberius ;  he  therefore  obeyed  with  an  air 
of  satisfaction. 
War »  The  empire  was  disturbed  by  the  Germans, 
^^^JU'  a  firee  and  warlike  people,  and  even  virtuous, 
.pjjj^j^  as  far  as  virtue  can  be  practised  by  barbarians. 
From  the  time  of  the  irruption  of  the  Cimbri, 
they  had  formed  a  design  to  pass  the  Rhine, 
and  procure  settlements  m  a  mdder  climate. 

This  country,  whose  soil  has  been  fertilized, 
and  even  its  climate  changed  by  dint  of  indus- 
try,  was  then  covered  with  uninbiabitable  forests. 
Augustus  passed  three  years  in  Gaul  to  guard 
that  province,  where  he  left  Drusus,  the  young- 
er brother  of  Tiberius.  That  general  entered 
Germany  by  the  sea-coast,  and,  after  four  glo- 
rious campaigns,  was  stopped  in  the  career  of 
victory  by  an  untimely  death,  at  the  age  of 
thirty-one.  He  was  an  able  commander,  and 
a  real  friend  to  his  country.  Tiberius,  who 
had  lately  signalized  himself  against  the  Pan- 
nonians,  Daci,  and  Dalmatians,  was  sent  into 
Germany,  and  drove  back  the  barbarians.  The 
Roman  dominion  seemed  to  gather  permanent 
strength,  and  extend  itself  into  the  heart  of  the 
country ;  but  the  unconquerable  Germans  on- 
ly waited  a  proper  opportunity  for  renewing 
the  war. 
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For  these  successes,  a  triumph  was  decreed  ^^v^ 
to  Augustus,  to  whom  alone,  as  captaiii-gene^   tnamfL 
ra]  of  the  armies,  belonged  an  honour  which 
had  raised  the  emulation  of  so  many  com-* 
manders.   However,  he  refused  it ;  one  part  of 
his  politics  being  to  avoid  every  appearance  of 
state,  as  he  was  sensible  that  the  more  he  con« 
cealed  his  absolute  authority,  the  more  firmly 
be  secured  it.     At  this  time,  the  temple  of  Ja- 
nus was  shut,  an  event  which  had  happened 
only  twice  before  since  the  building  of  Kome. 
The  empire  enioyed  a  twelve    years  peace, 
which,  to  the  shame  of  human  nature,  is  an 
imconunon  circumstance. 

Among  the  new  reflations  made  by  Au^s-  uvpoimiar 
tus,  there  is  one  which  marks  his  suspicious  "f'Jl*^ 
temper.  There  was  a  law  which  prohibited  Augiwiw, 
putting  slaves  to  the  torture  in  order  to  pro- 
cure from  them  evidence  against  their  masters. 
This  the  emperor  dared  not  abolish ;  and,  at 
the  same  time,  dreading  that  it  might  affect 
his  own  safety,  he  eluded  it  by  an  odious  eva- 
sion ;  pubUshing  an  ordinance  that,  in  cases  of 
treason,  the  slaves  of  the  person  accused  might 
be  sold  to  the  prince  or  to  the  state,  and  then 
their  evidence  should  be  valid.  This  was  evi- 
dently affronting  legislation  by  the  legislative 
power  itself,  and  showing  that  every  thinj^  was 
to  be  regulated  by  the  interests  of  a  smgle 
person. 

Dion  Cassius  gives  a  striking  instance  of      An 
that  selfish  policy  by  which  the  emperor  was  mraJ!d 
imiformly  guided.    Licinius,  his  freeaman,  and   g^^, 
one  of  those  who  enjoyed  his  confidence,  an 
artful  and  unfeeling  financier,  oppressed  Gaul 
by  his  extortions.   As  the  taxes  were  paid  every 
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month,  and  the  names  of  Quintilis  and  Sextilis 
had  lately  been  changed  to  Jul^  and  August, 
he  reckoned  them  as  lour,  by  their  old  and  new 
names,  and  thus  doubled  the  imposts.  Bitter 
complaints  were  made  to  the  emperor,  and  he 
was  on  the  point  of  being  punished ;  but  dis* 
playing  his  coflers,  *  'Tis  tor  you,  *  cried  he, 
*  that  I  have  amassed  this  treasure :  the  Gauls 
might  have  employed  their  riches  against  you, 
accept  the  money. '  Upon  this,  the  extortion- 
er appeared  a  man  of  honour.  Several  of  Au- 
gustus's actions  wear  an  imposing  air  of  vir- 
tue ;  but  the  more  we  examme  his  character, 
the  more  hypocritical  it  appears. 

Though  he  was  principally  indebted  to  Mae- 
cenas for  the  hi^h  reputation  he  enjoyed,  he 
debauched  the  wife  of  that  firiend  and  faithful 
minister,  which  occasioned  a  coolness  between 
them.  Maecenas  was  an  epicurean,  of  an  indo- 
lent temper,  an  able  politician,  and  had  some- 
times resolution  enough  to  tell  his  master  dis- 
agreeable truths.  One  day,  when  Augustus 
was  on  the  point  of  indulging  his  sanguinary 
temper  by  tne  condemnation  of  some  persons 
who  had  been  brought  before  him,  that  minis- 
ter, not  being  able  to  come  near  him  in  the 
crowd,  wrote  on  a  billet,  Butcher^  come  dawn 
from  the  tribunal ;  on  reading  which,  the  em- 
peror quitted  the  court  witnout  passing  sen- 
tence. It  was  probably  owing  to  his  advice 
that  the  emperor  acted  with  so  much  modera- 
tion after  the  ruin  of  the  triumvirate  ;  and  the 
favours  he  lavished  upon  men  of  letters  pro- 
duced the  encomiums  they  bestowed  upon  his 
niaster,  who  was  sincerely  grieved  for  a  loss  so 
difficult  to  be  retrieved. 
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At  the  height  of  fortune  and  jK)wer,  in  the  ^^^ 
midst  of  those  divine  honours  which  were  ser-  ""^^  "* 
vilely  paid  him,  Augustus  at  last  found  that  it  ^™^^' 
was  possible  to  be  miserable.  His  own  family 
proved  an  inexhaustible  source  of  mortifica- 
tion. His  daughter  Julia,  to  whose  excesses 
no  person  was  a  stranger  except  her  father, 
at  last  prostituted  herself  so  openly,  that  he 
thought  it  necessary  to  inform  the  senate  of 
her  Behaviour,  and  condemn  her  to  banish- 
ment. His  grand-daughter  of  the  same  name 
imitated  her  mother,  and  was  subjected  to  the 
like  punishment.  Caius  and  Julius,  his  adopt- 
ed sons,  the  objects  of  his  affection  and  nis 
hopes,  whose  education  he  inspected  himself, 
did  not  answer  his  care  ;  and  ooth  died  at  a 
distance  from  him,  the  one  in  Asia  and  the  o- 
ther  at  Marseilles. 

His  son-in-law  Tiberius  had  retired  to  Rhodes,   Retrau 

} perhaps  from  disgust  at  his  predilection  in  their  nb^m. 
avour,  or  resentment  for  the  infamous  conduct  ^JJ^on. 
of  Julia,  and  staid  there  seven  years  in  a  kind 
of  banishment.  Though  Augustus  was  too  well 
acquainted  with  his  disposition  to  entertain  the 
least  friendship  for  him,  yet  the  death  of  the 
Csesars  made  his  adoption  necessary,  and  he 
was  named  to  the  succession  by  the  emperor, 
who  detested  him.  What  niunerous  afflictions 
under  the  appearance  of  consummate  happi- 
ness! 

The  conspiracy  formed  against  him  by  Cin-  Con^iracy 
na,  grandson  of  Pompey ,  was  a  new  stroke  which    Cmu. 

gierced  him  to  the  soul.  "When  he  received  the 
rst  information  of  it,  he  continued  several  days 
in  a  state  of  suspense  between  the  desire  of  re- 
venge and  the  tear  of  making  himself  odious 
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bj  new  severities.  At  last  the  prudent  advice 
of  Livia  inclined  him  to  the  merciful  side.  He» 
therefore,  sent  for  Cimia ;  and,  after  a  severe 
re|Nrimand  for  his  treachery,  named  him  to  the 
consulship.  By  which  stro  the  c(»6piiator  was 
convertea  into  a  zealous  niend«  Wnether  this 
was  the  effect  of  clemency  or  politics  is  of  no 
importance.  It  was  an  action  worthy  of  beings 
celebrated  by  a  ComeiUe. 

The  Germans  and  other  barbarous  nations 
having  renewed  the  war,  the  soldiers,  who  now 
Fou^t  only  from  motives  of  interest,  murmur- 
ed at  the  hardships  of  the  service,  in  order  to 
increase  their  emoluments.  The  distributicm  of 
lands  among  the  veterans,  which  had  been  very 
commcm  ever  since  the  days  of  Sylla,  had  been 
wisely  suppressed  as  destructive  of  the  public 
tranquillity,  and  they  had  received  a  certain 
sum  of  mone^  as  a  gratification.  This  Augustus 
promised  to  mcrease  to  twenty  thousand  sester- 
ces a  man,  after  sixteen  years  service  in  the 
Ereetorian  bands,  and  twelve  thousand  to  each 
smouary  soldier  who  had  served  twenty  years. 
The  great  sesterce,  or  thousand  sesterces,  was 
worth  about  8/.  Is.  5^d.  English,  consequently 
every  soldier  in  the  prsetonan  bands  receivea 
about  161/.  9s.  2d. 
Ptadigiooi      The  prsetorian  bands,  consisting  of  ten  co- 
•*^^  horts,  of  a  thousand  each,  were  toe  emperor's 
th«  tnwpt.  guards,  besides  which  there  were  twenty-three 
or  twenty-five  legions  ♦  kept  constantly  on  foot, 
without  reckoning  nearly  an  eoual  number  of 
auxiliaries  and  the  two  fleets.    The  pay  of  the 
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mad  500  konc ;  It  wm  aftcrwanb  augmcutcd  to  5000  aMi  6000  mcu. 
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Boman  soldiers  was  considerably  hieber  tbaii 
ours,  and  therefore  the  expense  must  nave  been 
prodigious  ;  but,  in  order  to  support  an  usurp- 
ed power,  every  thin^  must  be  sacrificed  to  the 
military.  Augustus  mstituted  a  fund  for  the 
pay  and  recompenses  bestowed  on  the  soldiers, 
and  was  the  first  to  contribute,  as  if  the  whole 
public  money  had  not  been  at  his  disposal.  At 
last  he  imposed  a  tax  for  its  maintenance,  and 
the  people  found  themselves  obliged  to  pay 
those  who  kept  them  in  slavery. 

We  shall  nere  observe,  that  the  Christian 
vulgar  era  begins  in  the  year  of  Rome  753, 
which,  accordmg  to  the  ancient  opinion,  was 
the  epoch  of  the  birth  of  Christ.  The  modem 
chronologists  place  it  four  years  earlier,  but, 
notwithstanding,  conform  to  the  vulgar  era,  by 
which  we  shall  m  the  sequel  regulate  our  dates. 
This  is  no  place  to  speak:  of  the  Christian  reli- 
gion, which  continued  long  in  obscurity  before 
it  enlightened  the  nations. 

Tiberius,  with  his  nephew  Germanicus,  son  Revolt  of 
of  the  celebrated  Drusus,  subdued  the  Panno-  bt^bSLM. 
nians  and  Dalmatians,  who,  by  their  revolt,  had 
filled  Rome  with  apprehensions.  One  of  their 
chiefs,  named  Bato,  being  interrogated  by  Ti- 
berius on  the  motives  that  induced  them  to 
rebel,  boldly  replied,  Because^  instead  of  shepherds 
to  protect^  you  sent  wolves  to  devour  us. 

During   the  rejoicings  occasioned  by  this   Vovor 
victory,  they  received  the  dismal  news  of  Va-  ^  v!i!S  ^ 
rus  being  surprised  by  the  Germans.   He  com-  ^*^J?^  ^ 
manded  the  armies  in  Germany,  where  his  care-  Gennut. 
less  security  was  equalled  only  by  his  avarice. 
Arminius,  a  native  of  that  country,  who,  though 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  a  Roman  knight,  still 
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ooDtinued  a  zealous  patriot,  had  excited  them 
to  arms,  and  led  them  on  to  the  battle.  In  this 
enga^ment  three  legions  were  cut  in  pieces, 
and  me  general  killed  himself  in  despair.  Up- 
on the  first  news  of  the  disaster,  Augustus  a- 
bandoned  himself  to  the  most  pusillanimous 
sorrow,  and  acted  in  a  manner  capable  of  fil- 
ling the  minds  of  the  people  witn  consterna- 
tion, whose  spirits  it  is  of  tne  last  importance 
to  keep  up.  It  is  said  that  he  struck  his  head 
against  the  walls,  exclaiming,  Varus^  restore  rmf 
legions  / 
•raww"  When  recovered  from  his  fright,  he  sent  Ti- 
^"*  berius  against  the  enemy,  and  in  two  campaigns 
the  appearance  of  tranquiUitj  was  restored. 
That  general  gained  no  little  honour  by  his  vi- 
gilance, his  care  to  keep  up  an  exact  discipline, 
and  a  conduct  as  remarkable  for  its  prudence 
as  that  of  his  predecessor  had  been  for  its  blind- 
ness. Though  he  performed  no  shining  exploit, 
he  doubtless  fullv  answered  the  views  ox  Au- 
gustus, bein^,  at  his  return,  admitted  to  a  share 
of  the  imperial  dignit}'.  Eight  legions  were  sta- 
tioned to  g^rd  the  Khine  under  the  ccnnmand 
of  Gemiaiiicus,  whom  we  shall  have  occasion  to 
mention  in  the  se<^uel,  and  whose  uncommon 
merit  will  make  his  death  rq^tted  by  the 
reader. 


The  activity  of  the  emperor's  genius,  as  well 
^rgiUM  as  his  passion  for  command,  contmued  unabat- 
ed by  old  a^.  He  never  failed  to  cause  his  power 
to  lie  continued  when  its  stated  period  drew 
near,  and  affected  to  hold  of  the  republic  an  au- 
thority destructive  of  its  very  essence.  He  caus- 
ed a  law  to  be  passed,  making  the  ordinances  of 
his  privy  council  equally  binding  with  the  de* 
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crees  of  the  senate ;  and  one  year  filled  all  the 
offices  with  persons  of  his  own  nomination,  un- 
der pretence  of  riots  having  been  committed 
at  the  elections.  In  a  word,  every  thing  de- 
pended upon  him.  The  law  which  ma^  the 
writing  of  defamatory  libels  high  treason,proves 
that  his  severity  increased  with  his  old  age ; 
and  it  became  an  instrument  of  tyranny  in  the 
hands  of  his  successors. 

The  law  promulgated  by  him  against  celiba-  lmt  agaiMt 
cy  was  so  ill  observed,  that  the  generality  of  aiSSSid. 
the  knights  lived  in  that  state  in  order  to  in- 
dulge their  debauchery  ;  and  loudly  murmured 
at  tne  yoke  which  the  government  attempted 
to  impose  upon  them.  Then  appeared  a  new 
law,  called  the  Lex  Papia  Poppcea,  from  the 
names  of  the  consuls,  inflicting  severer  penal- 
ties than  the  former.  By  it,  all  who  lived  in 
celibacy  were  declared  incapable  of  inheriting 
from  their  collaterals,  and  wills  in  their  favour 
annulled ;  these  successions  and  bequests  being 
confiscated  to  the  public  treasury.  It  is  re- 
markable, that  both  the  consuls,  under  whose 
administration  it  was  passed,  were  obnoxious  to 
these  penalties. 

It  is  no  difficult  matter  to  observe,  that  the 
universal  corruption  of  manners  defeated  the 
views  of  the  legislator.  The  sacred  ties  of  mar- 
riage, so  pleasing  artd  so  estimable  in  the  eyes 
of  virtue,  are  regarded  by  vice  as  galling  fet- 
ters. In  vain  are  laws  made,  when  the  manners 
of  the  age  render  them  almost  of  no  effect. 

Augustus  had  forbidden  the  knights  to  com-   Combati 
bat  in  the  arena  with  the  gladiators ;  for  that  tkt^i^ 
disgraceful  madness  had  infected  men  of  the      ^»* 
hi^est  rank.    But  he  found  so  many  obstacles 
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raised  against  a  prohibition,  the  necessity  of 
which  appears  to  us  incredible,  that  he  was 
obliged  to  take  it  off.  After  which,  senators, 
and  even  women,  dishonoured  themselves  by 
engaging  in  combats,  as  disgraceful  as  barba- 
rous and  detestable ;  but  the  Roman  manners 
always  present  us  with  something  shocking  to 
humanity. 
j^  After  a  reign  of  about  forty-four  years,  Au- 
rf  gustus  ended  his  life  at  the  age  of  seventy-six, 
chmte^ofwith  more  courage  than  he  bad  ever  snown 
hh  n^B.  jjj  ^^  engagement.  Perceiving  himself  near  his 
end,  he  turned  to  his  confidents,  and  said.  Have 
I  not  acted  my  part  well  ?  the  play  is  at  an  end ; 
g^ve  me  your  applause.  In  fact,  he  has  been 
equalled  oy  few  actors  in  the  great  theatre  of 
ambition  and  politics.  It  was  principally  by 
his  talent  for  aeceiving  mankind  that  he  rose 
to  his  unrivalled  height  of  power.  But,  while 
we  detest  his  hypocrisy  and  the  atrocious  ac- 
tions which  render  his  triumvirate  an  object 
of  execration,  it  must  be  acknowledged,  that 
Rome,  being  under  a  necessity  of  submitting 
to  a  master,  was  happy  in  being  governed  by 
him  rather  than  anotlier.  He  extinguished  the 
flame  of  civil  wars,  restored  plenty  with  peace, 
revived  agriculture,  enacted  salutary  laws  a- 
gainst  disorders  of  every  kind,  and,  in  a  word, 
governed  more  like  a  wise  king  than  a  tyrant. 
One  of  his  maxims  was,  that  a  war  ought 
never  to  be  undertaken,  nor  a  battle  ventured, 
without  a  great  deal  to  hope,  and  little  to  fear. 
He  coni|>ared  the  contrary  conduct  to  fishing 
with  golden  hooks ;  the  loss  of  one  of  which 
might  ruin  the  fisherman.  The  flattering  en- 
comiums he  received  from  orators  and  poets 
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only  prove  that  he  encouraged  learning,  and 
rewarded  genius.  The  Virffils  and  Horaces, 
loaded  with  his  favours,  lavisned  upon  him  the 
incense,  ought  I  to  say,  of  gratitude  or  adu- 
lation? To  them  he  is  principally  indebted 
for  his  fame  ;  and  it  was  unquestionably  good 
policy  to  favour  men  so  capable  of  charming 
their  cotemporaries,  and  gaining  the  suffrages 
of  all  ages. 

We  should  be  grossly  mistaken  did  we  give  Twe* formed 
Augustus  the  honour  of  introducing  that  good  hk  Smt. 
taste  which  then  universally  prevailed.  Lucre- 
tius, Cicero,  Sallust,  Caesar,  &c.  flourished  be- 
fore him.  The  career  was  open.  The  Romans 
had  been  taught  by  the  Greeks  to  imitate  and 
embellish  nature ;  taste  was  formed,  and  the 
light  of  knowledge  diffiised.  Comedy,  Elo- 
quence, History,  and  Philosophy,  had  produced 
their  masterpieces.  Nothing  more  was  wanting 
than  to  dispute  the  palm  with  Homer  and  Pin- 
dar, which  was  done  with  success  by  the  two 
poets,  friends  of  Augustus  and  Maecenas.  Ovid, 
notwithstanding  his  faulty  indulgence  in  bril- 
liant thoughts,  holds  a  distinguished  rank  a- 
mong  the  authors  of  that  age ;  but  his  ill  con- 
duct brought  him  into  disgrace,  and  he  died  in 
exile. 
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TIBERIUS. 


CHAPTER  I. 

TROM  THE  ACCESSION  OF  TIBERIUS  TILL  THE  DEATH 

OF  GERMANICUS  AND  FISO. 

li.  It  was  said  that  Augustus  made  choice  of  Ti- 
J^^^  berius  for  his  successor,  that  he  might  increase 
t»»ron^  his  own  glory  by  the  contrast.  But  this  suspi- 
cion is  not  supported  by  the  least  degree  of 
{)robability,  and  seems  to  be  the  offspring  of 
lunian  malignity,  which  delights  to  paint  in 
odious  colours  the  intentions  as  well  as  the  vices 
of  the  great.  However,  the  government  of 
Tiberius  was,  in  fact,  a  detestable  tyranny,  and 
well  calculated  for  giving  new  lustre  to  the  me- 
mory of  Augustus. 
Hi«_  Tiiis  prince,  who  was  descended  from  the  an- 
cient family  of  the  Claudii,  and  about  the  age 
of  fifty-five,  to  a  great  genius,  capacity,  and 
experience,  joined  all  the  vices  ol  a  gloomy, 
suspicious,  cruel,  and  treacherous  soul.  He 
concealed  his  thoughts  under  the  mask  of  an 
impenetrable  dissimulation,  which  only  served 
to  render  them  more  dangerous ;  and  the  first 
steps  he  took  showed  him  to  be  a  tyrant  equal- 
ly void  of  honour  and  humanity.  Augustus  had 
lulopted  one  of  Agrippa's  sons,  whom  he  after- 
wurds  banished,  because  he  found  his  disposi- 


ckaraelcr. 


OF   THE  ROMANS.  145 

tion  incorrigibly  and  ferociously  vicious.  Young 
Agrippa  was  still  alive  in  his  place  of  exile, 
where  Tiberius,  whose  jealousy  could  not  bear 
the  most  distant  apprehension  of  a  rival,  caus^ 
ed  him  to  be  assassinated,  and  then  threatened 
the  murderer,  who  had  executed  his  orders, 
with  a  criminal  prosecution.  Thus  we  see  him 
in  his  first  actions  giving  a  loose  to  his  villany, 
and  concealing  it  under  the  veil  of  hypocrisy. 

After  this  beginning,  though  he  already  acted  The  aeuue 
as  sovereign,  and  had  taken  upon  him  the  com- hi,^ accept 


mand  of  the  army,  he  affected  in  the  senate  to  .o^J^ty. 
refuse  the  acceptance  of  a  power  which  he  was 
actually  exercising  as  the  heir  of  Augustus ; 
exaggerated  the  uneasiness  with  which  it  was 
attended ;  represented  that  it  was  too  heavy  a 
burden  for  one  man,  and  therefore  ought  to  be 
divided  among  many;  and  that  certainly  among 
so  many  illustrious  personag^es  some  might  be 
found  capable  of  supporting  its  weight.  The  se- 
nators pretended  ignorance  of  his  real  thoughts, 
E rostrated  themselves  at  his  feet,  and  conjured 
im  not  to  abandon  the  republic.  He  at  last 
seemed  to  yield,  though  with  reluctance,  to  the 
entreaties  of  the  senate,  and  consented  to  accept 
of  the  empire  till  it  should  be  thought  proper 
to  relieve  his  old  age  from  the  cares  of  govern- 
ment. 

By  this  ridiculous  farce,  Tiberius,  doubtless,  Hb  affected 
intended  to  impose  upon  the  people,  and  art-  "»*»^«*y' 
fully  to  sound  the  thoughts  of  the  senators; 
and  some  of  them,  who,  either  through  indig- 
nation or  impatience,  had  expressed  themselves 
with  freedom,  soon  felt  the  weight  of  his  re- 
sentment; but  by  far  the  greater  part  had 
studied  their  looKs  and  gestures  so  carefully, 
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as  to  escape  suspicion ;  and  showed  themselves 
well  qualified  for  bein^  slaves  to  a  suspicious 
and  unfeeling  t)Tant.  Through  an  affectation 
of  modesty,  though  in  fact,  from  a  fear  of  his 
own  grandeur  sunering  any  diminution,  he  op- 
posea  the  excessive  honours  proposed  to  be 
conferred  on  his  mother  Livia,  the  widow  of 
Augustus,  and  to  whose  credit,  duruig  the  late 
reign,  he  was  indebted  for  his  first  rise.  He 
likewise  rejected  the  titles  of  Lord  and  Master^ 
which  were  offered  him  in  Quality  of  emperor. 
/  am  master  of  my  slaves,  said  he,  /  am  general 
qf  my  soldiers,  and  chief  of  the  people. 
Govmriwat  His  couduct  was  at  first  conformable  to  this 
nuId^^oB.  language.  He  showed  an  extraordinary  defer- 
ence for  the  senate,  consulted  it  on  ail  occa- 
sions, and  even  extended  its  power  by  transfer- 
ring to  it  the  right  of  election,  whicn  hitherto 
had,  at  least  in  appearance,  been  exercised  by 
the  people.  He  honoured  the  consuls,  respect- 
ed the  laws  and  manners,  caused  iustice  to  be 
strictly  administered,  and  lightened  the  burdens 
of  the  provinces,  saying,  that  a  good  shepherd 
ought  to  shear,  notjlay  his  sheep.  He  even  bore 
with  patience  some  strokes  of  calunmy  and 
satii*e  ;  because,  said  he,  in  a  free  state,  mens 
t/ioughts  and  tongues  ought  to  be  Jree.  This  mo- 
deration, un(|uestionably  flowed  from  his  dread 
of  bein^  sup[)lanted  by  Germanicus,  who  was 
signalizmg  liimself  in  Germany ;  but  the  ty- 
rant threw  ofi'  the  mask  when  he  thought  that 
he  might  safely  give  the  reins  to  his  passions. 
HtdiiUm  Two  seditions  in  the  army  filled  him  with 
y^jjjy  I.  uneasiness.  The  first  liappened  in  Pannonia, 
pmumioU.  where  thi*ee  legions  were  stationed  under  the 
coiiunand  of  Blsesus.    These  troops  being  in* 
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dulg^  in  a  few  days  repose,  began  to  reflect 
on  me  hardships  oi  their  condition  ;  and  from 
murmurs  proceeded  to  form  cabals.  They  loud« 
ly  demanded  an  augmentation  of  their  pay; 
tbat  the  time  of  service  should  be  limited  to 
ten  years,  and  their  gratuity  paid  at  their  dis-^ 
charge.  Tiberius  thought  the  danger  so  great, 
that  be  sent  his  own  son  Drusus  to  the  camp« 
But  that  yoimg  prince,  perh^s,  would  have 
met  with  insuperable  obstacles,  had  not  the 
superstition  of  the  soldiers  been  awakened  by" 
an  eclipse  of  the  moon,  accompanied  by  dreaiiU 
ful  storms,  which  terrified  them  into  submisk 
sion.  Some  were  punished  with  death,  and  the 
rest  returned  to  their  duty. 

In  Germany,  the  same  causes  produced  the  J^^ 
same  effects^  only  with  this  difference,  that  the  GermaBr* 
mutiny  of  a  numei-ous  army  might  have  been 
attended  with  much  worse  consequences  than 
that  of  three  legions ;  and  its  general,  Ger- 
manicus,  who  was  idolized  by  die  soldiers,  mieht 
take  advantage  of  that  opportunity  to  raise  him- 
self to  the  imperial  dignity.  He  had  been  a^ 
dopted,  but  with  reluctance,  by  Tiberius,  who 
looked  with  a  jealous  eye  on  his  merit,  his  re- 
putation, and  the  affection  borne  him  by  all 
ranks.  But  the  loyalty  of  Germanicus  was  hot 
in  the  least  tainted  by  these  considerations. 
His  presence  had  been  required  in  Gaul  for 
the  service  of  the  emperor,  and  there  he  re- 
ceived the  news  of  the  mutiny  among  the 
troops.  Their  hope  was  to  see  him  soon  at 
their  head,  contending  for  the  throne  he  so 
well  deserved,  against  its  present  possessor, 
whom  they  regarded  only  as  a  tyrant.  But,  ^^^^^^ 
with  Germanicus,  a  sense  of  duty  outweighed  affaaSsf* 
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all  the  alloreinent*  erf*  fbrtnne.  On  the  liist 
news  of  the  tomult,  he  hastened  to  appease  it ; 
tmt  the  fennent  was  too  strong  to  be  aUajed, 
either  by  hw  fenroaches  or  entreaties.  At'bst 
he  emleaTourea  to  stab  himself  in  their  pre- 
Mtice,  but  his  arm  was  held  bj  his  frioids, 
when  (me  of  the  mutineers  coming  up,  pte- 
nented  his  »word,  crying  out,  This  is  betier  iham 
jftmr  mm^  I  lowever,  notwithstanding*  this  ex- 
eeM  of  rage,  by  a  prudent  mixture  ot  firnmess 
ami  temper,  he  found  means  to  quell  the  se- 
dition* llie  fury  of  the  soldiers  gave  way  to 
Mityer  reflection ;  and  after  having,  with  their 
own  hands,  massacred  their  rin^eaders,  they 
detnaniled  leave,  as  an  expiation  of  their  crime^ 
to  march  against  the  enemy,  whom  they  at- 

fu  rfffru.  tackeil  and   cut  in  pieces.     The   barbarians 

^fm^\m,  M/w^  Htritck  with  such  terror  by  a  great  vie. 
tory  gained  over  Arminius,  that  Germani- 
CUM  flattered  liiniself  with  making  a  complete 
c<in<|ueNt  of  them  in  a  short  time,  when  Tibe- 
riuM,  who,  with  unceasing  care,  dissembled  the 
nuMpicion  to  which  he  was  every  moment  a 
prey,  recalled  him  to  Rome,  under  pretence  of 
granting  him  time  to  repose,  after  tne  fatigues 
of  war,  and  advancing  him  to  new  honours. 

TtKpfiiM       'J'hough  tlie  cni|>eror  was  a  perfect  master 
JSimkk  of  dissinmlation,  he  inadvertently  showed,  from 

^^    time  to  time,  some  marks  of  cruelty,  which 

Kve  a  drciulful  prospect  of  what  was  to  fol- 
¥•      'J'he  legacy   which  Augustus  had  be- 
ifueatlied  to  tlie  |)eople,  not  being  immediately 

I  mid,  a  hulKMin  seeing  a  funeral  procession  pass 
tyi  ranie  up  to  the  cleceased,  and  bid  him  ac- 
l)liaifil  AuguMtuM  that  his  will  was  not  execut- 
l^ll«     'rilieriuN  being  informed  of  this  sally. 


OF  THE  ROBfAKS.  149 

sent  for  the  man,  paid  him  his  share  of  the 
legacy,  and  immediately  caused  him  to  be  put 
to  death,  «aying,  Go^  tell  my  father  that  I  am 
execviing  his  mil.  The  moderation  he  had 
shown  with  regard  to  those  who  censured  his 
conduct,  was  not  of  long  continuance.  In  a 
short  time,  not  only  writmgs  but  words  were 
made  high  treason;  and  thus  the  villany  o£ 
informers  was  fmnished  with  arms  for  the  de- 
struction of  men  of  worth. 

Two  persons  beinff  accused  on  the  most  fri- 
volous pretences  of  sacrilegiously  profaning 
the  worship  of  Augustus;  the  emperor  very 
prudently  stopped  the  prosecution,  observing, 
that  the  punishment  of  crimes  committed  against 
the  gods  ought  to  be  left  to  themsetves.  But  he 
showed  an  incomprehensible  mixture  of  ex- 
cellent maxims  and  cruelty,  instances  of  jus- 
tice and  acts  of  tyranny.  If  we  were  to  draw 
a  picture  of  his  lite,  we  might  say  that  he  knew 
what  was  good,  and  often  commanded  it ;  but 
the  general  tenor  of  his  conduct  was  to  do  evil 
with  cool  deliberate  malevolence, 

Germanicus,  on  his  letuni,   was   honoured  Gwrmwucw 
with  a  splendid  triumph.     But  the  more  marks  intoAna. 
of  respect  and  affection  he  received  from  the 
people,  the  more  was  the  secret  enmity  of  the 
emperor  inflamed  against  him ;  who,  in  order 
to  remove  so  hateful  an  object,  and  work  hb 
destruction,  conferred  on  him  the  command  of 
the  army  in  Asia,  in  several  provinces  of  which 
troubles  had  broken  out,  ana  the  fidelity  of  the 
legions  was  not  suspected.     At  the  same  time,     Fm 
the  government  of  Syria  was  conferred  upon  ^^^  ^ 
Piso,  a  man  of  violent  and  haughty  temper, 
and  a  fit  agent  for  the  commission  of  the  black- 
est crimes. 
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Twehre  ct  the  principal  cities  in 
ilcsUutcd  lim  rear  Inr  an  eartfacnnke.  Thcae 
Mtnna  cakuutia  seemed  pi«Ua  of  more 
dreaiUiil  erik.  At  least  it  mar  be  aid,  tint 
the  first  ook-  destiof^ed  a  number  of  lives  in  m 
jwticobr  ciamrT ;  bat  the  others  origin-tinj 
vrotn  the  mabgnant  dupoution  of  tbe  acvve- 
wti^n,  and  tbe  Tices  of  tbe  subjects,  iieoes- 
aanl^  inflicted  a  deep  wound  in  tbe  bodj  of  the 
empire. 

In  tbe  East,  Germanicus  did  evenr  thing* 
that  could  be  expected  from  a  prince  of  bis 
amiable  temper,  undaunted  resolution,  and  su- 
perior genius.  He  restored  univeraal  tranquil- 
lity, gave  a  king  to  Armenia,  which  was  torn 
by  civil  dissentions,  reduced  Conu^ena  and 
Cappadocia  into  Roman  provinces,  and  gained 
all  hearts  by  the  manner  m  which  he  executed 
his  c<mimis8ion.  But  on  bis  arrival  in  Svria, 
be  found  Piso  as  haughty  and  untniclabie  as 
foreign  nations  had  been  submissive.     That 

Sovemor  thwarted  his  views,  sUgbted  his  or- 
ers,  and  every  moment  gave  him  new  reason  to 
complain.  He  even  carried  his  excesses  to  such 
a  length,  that  Germanicus  commanded  him  to 
quit  the  province.  Soon  after  which,  that  prince 
was  seized  with  a  dangerous  distemper  at  An- 
tioch,  where  he  died,  with  his  last  breath  con- 

1'uring  his  friends  to  revenge  his  death  upon 
r'iso,  l>y  whom  he  believed  that  he  had  been 
poisoned. 
'*(«»  Romans  and  Asiatics  all  joined  in  showing 

the  rncmt  frantic  marks  of  despair.  All  acted 
aM  if  tlutv  had  lost  their  father,  their  only  hope. 
I'iiMi  itiUH'avoured  to  repossess  his  government ; 
but  another  Irnviug  been  elected  by  the  prince's 
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lieutenants  and  the  senators,  he  was  expelled, 
and  obliged  to  return  to  Italy,  where  he  wait- 
^  the  arrival  of  his  accusers.  Tiberius  was 
desirous  of  parrying  this  stroke.  The  death  of 
Germanicus,  whether  natural  or  violent,  cer- 
tainly filled  him  with  joy  in  the  midst  of  the 
general  grief  which  he  pretended  to  share.  As 
ue  could  not  stop  the  course  of  justice,  he  re- 
ferred the  cognizance  of  the  affair  to  the  senate ; 
but  made  them  understand,  that  he  disapprov- 
ed the  excessive  heat  with  which  the  prosecu- 
tion was  carried  on. 

The  charge  consisted  of  several  articles.  The  Hk  trial  od 
unbridled  licentiousness  in  which  he  indulged  ^***' 
the  army  in  order  to  form  a  party ;  his  ill 
treatment  of  men  of  worth,  particularly  the 
friends  of  Germanicus ;  poison  and  sorcery  em- 
ployed against  the  life  of  that  prince.  Piso 
made  but  a  lame  defence  ag^ainst  every  article, 
except  the  last,  which  he  clearly  refuted.  Per- 
ceiving that  Tiberius  gave  no  tokens  of  inter- 
esting himself  in  his  cause,  nor  showed  any 
signs  of  pity,  he  left  the  court  in  despair ;  and 
having  written  a  letter,  in  which  ne  recom- 
mended his  children  to  the  emperor,  was  next 
morning  found  dead  in  his  chamber* 

Some  believed  that  Tiberius  had  caused  him    i%eAm 
to  be  assassinated,  lest,  in  his  own  justification,  ■""'*^  ®" 
he  should  produce  the  secret  orders  he  had  re-   *waimt. 
ceived  against  Germanicus.      Every  thing  is 
confined  to  suspicions  and  conjectures;  *  So 
ambiguous, '  says  Tacitus,  *  are  the  accounts 
of  important  transactions,  some  adopting  every 
common  report,   while  others  purposely  dis- 
ease the  truth,  and  these  contradictions  being 
handed  down  from  one  generation  to  another. ' 
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A  maxim  principally  applicable  to  court  aflkira, 
which  are  wrapt  in  mysterious  darkness,  and 
susceptible  of  every  misrepresentatifm  finom  the 
spirit  of  party. 
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C  HAPIER  II. 

Tn£  GOYCRNMKNT  OF  TIBERIUS,   TULL  THE  CON^ 

SPIRACT  or  SEJANUS. 

The  emperor*s  gloomy  character,  equivocal 
language,  refined  dissimulation,  and  that  soli-r 
tude,  in  which  he  began  to  fly  from  the  sight 
of  mankind^  filled  all  hearts  with  the  horrors  of 
suspense^  dread,  and  mistrust.  The  nublic  ^ve 
the  prcfervncc  to  the  dissipated  ana  luxurious 
life  of  his  son  Drusus,  who  was  then  consul, 
Let  kim  pass  kis  dajfs  at  the  jmhSc  skaws^  said 
the\\  ami  his  ni^his  at  tke  table ^  rather  than  grce 
himset/'^  wp  to  che$?rless  soBtyde^  gloomg  watchJuL 
ness^  ami  mitrdenHis  suspkians. 

TIr^  enonuous  abuse  of  informations  struck 

•^  the  Konuuis  with  consternation.  A  word,  an 
***"  innocent  piece  of  mirth,  a  nothii^,  was  wrested 
to  an  ill  meaning,  and  converted  into  treason. 
An  old  imvtor  narrowly  escaped  an  accusatioq 
of  this  si>rt,  iKcause,  being  jpressed  by  a  natural 
nKvasiiUi,  Ik*  forgi>t  to  take  off  his  ring,  on 
which  x^-us  a  lu^ad  of  the  emperor.  Drusus 
having  In^en  seiied  with  a  severe  fit  of  illness, 
a  Komau  kniglit,  who  thou^t  his  end  ap- 
priHiching,  \vn>te  an  ek*^*  in  his  praise,  and  had 
till'  ini)n  udence  to  read  Tt  in  a  pubhc  company } 
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upon  which  an  infomuition  was  lodged  against 
him  before  the  senate,  and  he  was  condemned 
and  executed. 

Tiberius  gave  no  tokens  of  disapproving  this 
infamous  sentence ;  he  only  complained  that 
they  had  not  waited  his  orders ;  and  caused  a 
regulation  to  be  made,  that  an  interval  of  ten 
days  should  pass  between  the  condemnation  of 
a  criminal  by  the  senate,  and  his  execution. 
Not  that  he  intended  to  mitigate  their  sen-r 
tence,  but  that,  during  his  absence,  he  might 
be  previously  informed  of  all  their  decisions. 

The  Romans,  groaning  under  the  weight  of  a  nmh 
tyranny,  received  with  pleasure  an  account  of  chwi 
the  revolt  of  the  Gauls,  from  which  they  hoped 
to  gain  a  chan^  of  masters.  Unhappily  they 
were  deceived  m  their  expectations ;  and  both 
they  and  the  Gauls  were  still  doomed  to  opr 
pression.  But  what  are  we  to  think  of  a  gOr 
yernment,  wherp  the  subjects  rejoiced  at  the 
news  of  a  revolt  ? 

However,  Tiberius,  by  an  artful  policy,  aL  TSbwiw 
ways  avoided  what  might  have  increased  the  make  u^ 
general  odium,  without  procuring  him  any  ad-    J^? 
vantage.     He  was  often  pressed  to  check  the 
excess  of  luxury,  which  had  grown  to  an  incre- 
dible height,  especially  in  the  table.     A  scarce 
fish,  of  ^ur  pounds  and  a  half,  was  sold  for 
five  thousand  sesterces.  *   Immense  sums  were 
paid  for  a  good  cook,  or  a  delicate  dish ;  and 
men  outvied  one  another  in  dissipating  their 
fortunes  by  the  most  extravagant  caprices. 

Though  the  emperor  loved  frugality,  and 
set  an  example  of  it  in  his  own  conduct,  he 
«  .1  „ . 

*  L.4a  7s.  3{d.  English  money. 
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would  not  hazard  his  authority  by  a  fruitless 
multiplication  of  ordinances  ana  penalties ;  be* 
ing  persuaded,  according  to  Tacitus,  that  it  is 
better  for  a  prince  to  wink  at  vices  which  are 
too  firmly  rooted,  than  to  show  that  he  has  not 

(lower  to  reform  them.  He  observed,  that  the 
ast  sumptuary  laws,  from  which  great  benefits 
were  expected,  had  increased,  instead  of  check- 
ing or  extirpating  luxury ;  *  for, '  added  he,  *  if 
men  desire  what  is  yet  tolerated,  tliey  are  in 
some  measure  restrained  by  the  dread  of  a  fu« 
turc  prohibition ;  but  when  that  has  once  been 
made,  and  is  violated  with  impunity,  they  are 
no  longer  withheld  by  fear,  shame,  or  any  o* 
ther  tie,  * 

Method        In  this  Tiberius  judged  rightly ;  for  to  make 
iNtnWng  ^^^^'^  which,  though  wise  in  themselves,  are  im- 

>««wn-    possible  in  execution,  is  introducing  the  g^reat- 
est  evil  that  can  befall  a  state ;  a  contempt  of 
the  legislative  authority.   But,  in  a  state  wnere 
an  cxtivme  inequality  of  fortune  engenders  e- 
very  vice,  how  is  it  possible  to  check  the  follies 
of  opulence  ?     If  you  limit  the  expenses  of  the 
rich,  who  throw  a\i'ay  that  gold  which  thej 
cannot  use,  they  will  hoard  it  up,  circulation 
will  l>e  stopped,  and  the  misery  of  the  poor 
increased*     A  much  more  proper  method  for 
the  bani:!^hment  of  luxun',  would  be  to  relieve 
the  |HH>r  fnmi  taxes,  and  throw  the  burden  of 
thoni  on  those  who  are  nauseated  with  their 
8U)H'rtUiity.      But  to  execute  such  a  scheme 
would  reiiuire  an  uncommon  degree  of  pnu 
donoc  as  well  as  vigour. 
^*^u^m•       Tho  ubusos  of  su|x^rstition  are  sometimes  no 
i««wvi,*i»i  Ion?*  dau^'i\>us,  luul  alwa\s  as  difficult  to  be  re- 

"***      ftUMunl  as  tluKse  of  opulence.    Complaints  wcrc 
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made  of  the  prodigious  number  of  asylums  in 
Greece,  where  fugitive  slaves,  fraudulent  debt- 
ors, and  malefactors  of  every  species,  foimd  a 
secure  retreat,  to  the  great  damage  of  the  pub- 
lic. '  No  power, '  says  Tacitus,  *  was  capable 
of  restrainm^  the  people  from  sedition,  who 
made  it  a  religious  duty  to  protect  criminals.  * 
That  afiair  was  debated  in  the  senate,  where 
the  deputies  of  several  Greek  cities  appeared 
in  defence  of  what  they  regarded  as  privileges, 
though  common  sense  ought  to  have  made 
them  be  looked  upon  as  public  nuisances. 
Whether  the  senate  was  influenced  by  pre- 
judice, or  afraid  of  irritating  a  superstitious 
people,  the  asylums  were  kept  up,  though 
they  were  put  under  several  important  regu- 
lations. 

The  emperor  had  for  some  time  retired  into     ».. 
Campania,  where  he  indulged  himself  in  the  ^*^^ 
gloom  of  solitude,  without  losing  any  portion  ™^ 
of  his  restless  activity  ;  but  his  motner  being  ^ 
seized  with  a  distemper,  he  was  obliged  to  re- 
turn to  Rome,  where  he  found  the  senate  more 
cringing,  more  mean  than  ever :  he  even  gave 
manifest  signs  of  disgust  at  their  low  adula- 
tion ;  and,  on  his  quitting  the  house,  is  said  to 
have  exclaimed,  O  servile  race^  who  hug  your 
chains/ 

Tacitus  relates  some  facts  highly  character- 
istic of  those  slaves  of  tyranny.  An  information 
having  been  lodged  against  Ennius,  a  Roman 
knight,  for  having  caused  some  plate  to  be  made 
of  a  silver  statue  of  the  emperor,  the  Prince 
threw  out  so  absurd  an  indictment.  Capito,  a 
celebrated  lawyer,  and  still  more  remarkable 
for  his  low  adulation,  in  order  to  pay  his  court, 
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complained  of  this  lenity,  as  if  the  moderatioB 
of  the  sovereign  had  winked  at  a  crime  againsi 
the  state. 
Afatfar  Mean  while,  informations  heing  encouraged 
"kSrl^  hy  rewards,  multiplied  ever\'  day.  An  instancse 
of  this  kind  appeared,  which  may  be  looked 
upon  as  a  monster  in  the  moral  world  ;  a  soa 
accusing  his  father,  who  appeared  in  court 
loaded  with  chains,  and  oven^helmed  with  sor- 
row, while  the  other  pleaded  against  him  with 
an  air  of  gaiety  and  confidence  !  The  unhap- 
py father  was  exiled ;  and  some  of  the  judges 
even  gave  their  op'mion  for  putting  him  to 
death,  because  he  was  hated  bv  Tiberius :  for 
of  what  are  not  men  capable,  when  they  have 
no  rule  of  action  but  their  own  interest  and 
the  passions  of  another?  They  would^  with* 
out  remorse,  sacrifice  their  o\m  fathers. 

Creniutius  Cordus,  an  impartial  historian, 
had  bestowed  encomiums  upon  Brutus,  and 
called  Cassius  i/ie  last  of' the  Romans;  besides 
which,  he  had  let  fall  some  expressions  reflect-*^ 
ing  on  the  dreadful  Sejanus,  tlien  at  his  height 
of  power;  it  was  therefore  impossible  he  should 
escape  with  impunity.  An  accusation  was 
brought  afi^inst  him,  and  he  saw  clearly  that 
he  was  undone ;  but  hb  courage  did  not  for- 
sake him.  *  Mv  actions  are  blameless/  said 
he  to  the  senate,  and  therefore  my  words  are 
made  use  of  to  work  my  ruin.  All  historians 
have  mentioned  Brutus  and  Cassius  with  ho- 
nour. Several  satirical  pieces  against  Augus^ 
tus  and  Julius  Caesar  are  still  extant.  Those 
great  men  bore  them  with  patience,  and  by 
Uiis  conduct  perhaps  showed  as  much  pru^ 
(icQce  as  roodonation ;  for  Ubels  &U  into  obli^ 
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vion  when  they  are  disregarded ;  but  the  world 
thinks  that  the  satire  is  just  when  it  provokes 
resentment.  It  has  in  all  times  been  allowed 
to  speak  well  of  the  dead,  who  are  no  longer 
objects  of  favour  nor  hatred.  Posterity  will 
do  justice  to  every  man,  and,  if  I  am  con- 
demned, will  not  only  remember  Brutus  and 
Cassius,  but  me. ' 

He  then  left  the  senate,  fully  resolved  to  de-  Hk  ^^ 
liver  himself  from  his  persecutors  by  a  volun-  ^bumu" 
tary  death.  This  was  the  only  method  to  dis^ 
appoint  the  avarice  of  the  informers,  who  could 
not  seize  iipon  the  spoils  of  the  accused  till  af- 
ter condemnation;  and,  notwithstanding  all 
their  endeavours,  he  put  his  design  in  execu- 
tion. His  books  were  ordered  by  the  senate 
to  be  burnt ;  but  they  were  soon  after  repub- 
lished, and  bought  up  with  the  greatest  avi- 
dity. Tacitus,  when  speaking  of  Cremutius 
and  his  works,  observes,  that  severities  exer- 
cised against  men  of  genius  only  increase  their 
credit ;  and  that  all  who  treated  them  with  ri- 
gour have  dishonoured  themselves,  and  height- 
ened the  reputation  of  the  writers. 

Rome  now  became  unsupportable  to  the  em-  j^^ 
peror,  because  it  was  too  puolic  a  place  for  the  or  retires 
free  indulgence  of  his  vices ;  and  he  was  equal-    capm. 
ly  disgusted  by  freedom,  of  which,  however, 
tnere  scarce  remained  the  slightest  traces,  and 
the  servile  adulation  which  prostrated  itself  at 
his  feet.   Besides,  he  could  not  bear  the  haugh- 
ty behaviour  of  his  mother  Livia,  to  whom  ne 
was  indebted  for  the  empire,  a  benefit,  the  re- 
membrance of  which  was  no  small  mortifica- 
tion to  his  vanity.     At  last  he  quitted  the  city, 
never  to  return,  taking  with  him  only  one  sena* 
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tor,  some  knights,  and  a  few  Greek  literati, 
with  whose  conversation  he  was  amused.  He 
gave  strict  orders  that  no  person  should  come 
to  disturb  his  quiet ;  and  not  finding  in  Cam- 
pania a  sohtude  where  he  could  be  entirely  hi- 
accessible,  he  fixed  his  residence  in  the  Isle  of 
Caprsea,  which  he  rendered  famous  by  his  cruel- 
ties and  debaucheries.  There,  removed  fix>m 
the  view  of  mankind,  and  the  cares  of  business, 
he  endeavoured  to  keep  up  his  spirits  in  old 
age,  by  the  most  infamous  vices. 

Acodentai  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^  ampithcatrc  at  Fidense,  by 
which  fifty  thousand  persons  were  killed  or 
hurt,  and  a  fire  at  Rome,  which  consumed  a 
whole  quarter  of  the  city,  are  but  trifling 
events,  scarce  deserving  a  place  in  history, 
when  compared  with  tne  dreadful  mischiefs 
produced  by  a  malevolent  heart,  joined  to  ab- 
solute power. 


CHAPTER  III. 

CONSPIRACY  OF  SEJANUS.      END   OF    THE   REIGN  OF 

TIBERIUS. 

^^^    Sejanus,  a  minister  equally  inhuman  with  his 

aspm»to   master,  had  acquired  an  incredible  influence 

wvereign   ovcr  that  suspicious  temper,  to  which  every 

^^^^'    thin^  gave  umbrage.     From  the  rank  of  plain 

knight,  he  had  mounted  by  his  intrigues  to  the 

highest  pitch  of  fortune ;  and  this  rise  made 

him  extend  his  views  even  to  the  throne.     We 

shall  give  a  continued  narration  of  the  steps 
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taken  by  his  ambitious  policy :  For  it  is  but  of 
little  importance  to  follow  dates,  if  we  obtain 
a  clear  idea  of  the  characters  of  men,  and  the 
chain  of  events. 

Sejanus,  having  been  invested  with  the  com-    Fomi. 
mana   of  the  praetorian  guards,   thought  he  prJtorimn 
might  secure  to  himself  a  powerful  resource  by  jp^^in^ 
an  office  which  had  hitherto  been  looked  upon     army. 
as  of  little  importance.     With  this  view,  but 
under  pretence  of  maintaining  discipline,  he 
formed  a  camp  of  all  the  cohorts  wnich  had 
before  been  cantoned  in  the  different  quarters 
of  Rome,  and  the  neighboiuring  towns.     Thus 
he,  in  a  manner,  had  an  army  at  his  command, 
and  the  more  fit  for  his  service,  as  it  was  en- 
camped at  the  gates  of  the  capital. 

Though  the  imperial  family  was  numerous^      29. 
he  attempted  to  open  a  way  lor  himself  over  ^"  *^™""* 
its  ruins.     His  first  victim  was  Drusiis,   the 
emperor's  son,  against  whom  he  entertained  a 

Eersonal  hatred.  Having  debauched  his  wife, 
e  prevailed  upon  her,  by  a  promise  of  mar- 
riage, and  the  prospect  of  being  empress,  to 
give  her  husband  a  slow  poison,  whicn  put  an 
end  to  his  life.  Two  years  after,  Sejanus  soli- 
cited Tiberius  to  give  him  the  widow  in  mar- 
riage ;  but  the  emperor,  though  without  enter- 
taining the  least  suspicion  of  his  guilt,  gave 
him  a  gentle  refusal,  or  rather  represented  to 
him  the  inconveniences  that  would  attend  so 
imequal  an  alliance.  Three  sons  of  Germani- 
cus,  who  were  now  the  next  in  succession,  and 
their  mother,  the  virtuous  Agrippina,  a  prin- 
cess of  haughty  spirit,  and  superior  to  the 
weakness  of  her  sex,  in  their  turn  felt  the  ef- 
fects of  the  minister's  villany.    He  employed 
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secret  spies  to  watch  their  conduct,  spread  ln« 
visible  snares  round  them ;  and,  in  snort,  left 
no  means  untried  to  effect  their  destruction.. 
Their  being  the  children  of  Germanlcus  was 
sufficient  to  make  them  objects  of  the  empe- 
ror*s  aversion ;  he  therefore  gave  easy  credit 
to  every  thing  reported  to  their  disadvantage, 
and  wrote  a  letter  filled  with  invectives  against 
them  to  the  senate.  Agrippina  and  her  eldest 
son  were  banished  as  enemies  to  their  country  j 
and  her  second  son  was  confined  in  prison. 
Scjanuf  Sejanus  now  became  more  master  of  the 
i^^t"tibe  CJ^pjrc  than  the  emperor  himself,  who  blindly 
emperor,  rcposiug  an  entire  confidence  in  that  favourite, 
and  surrounded  by  his  spies,  acted  only  by  his^ 
direction.  The  minister  having  eveiy  thing* 
at  his  disposal,  acquired  an  absolute  and  uni- 
versal dominion  from  the  motives  of  hope  and 
fear.  No  distinction  was  made  between  him 
and  the  emperor,  and  the  same  honours  were 
indiscriminately  paid  to  both.  Only  one  step 
was  wanting  to  put  the  finishing  stroke  to  sucn 
a  complication  of  crimes  ;  the  assassination  of 
Tiberius,  and  the  usurpation  of  the  supreme 
power.  The  design  was  formed,  and  the  suc- 
cess would  have  oeen  infallible,  had  not  the 
emj^eror's  eyes  been  opened  by  private  infor- 
mation of  this  extraordinary  conspiracy. 
81.  His  political  powers  were  again  roiised,  and 

^^•*^^  did  him   excellent  service   on  this  occasion. 
Tiimriwiii  Not  daring  at  first  to  use  severity,  he  had  re- 
«^^  ^  course  to  artifice,  loaded  Sejanus  with  caresses^ 
»••*"«»•  and  caused  him  to  be  nominated  to  the  consul- 
ship, wliich  furnished  an  honourable  pretence 
for  removing  him  to  a  distance.     As  soon  as 
the  new  consid  arrived  in  Rome,  Tiberius 
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sounded  the  minds  of  the  ])ublic,  and  kept 
them  in  suspense.  He  sometimes  dropped  an 
expression  of  dissatisfaction,  which  cooled  the 
adoration  paid  to  the  favourite ;  sometimes  be- 
stowed on  nim  marks  of  confidence,  which  pre- 
vented his  coming  to  an  open  rupture.  The 
truth  was  unveiled  by  slow  degrees ;  the  uu 
tentions  of  the  despot  were  guessed ;  and  the 
minister  was  deserted.  At  last,  Macro  arrived, 
with  a  commission  to  take  upon  him  the  com-* 
mand  of  the  praetorian  guards,  and  a  letter  of 
accusation  against  Sejanus,  which  was  read  in 
the  senate«  Sejanus  was  arrested,  almost  im- 
mediately condemned,  and  executed. 

A  mcMnent  before,  on  a  false  report  spread  iuaih»* 
by  Macro,  that  Sejanus  was  associated  witfi  the  tiiTfiiendi 
Emperor  in  the  tribumtial  power,  the  senators  st^vm. 
had  redoubled  their  flatteries  and  homage^ 
So  low  does  self-interest  debase  mankind! 
They  who  had  thrown  themselves  at  his  feet 
with  the  most  servile  prostration,  now  anx>« 
gantly  insulted  his  distress.  Never  was  there 
a  stronger  picture  of  the  knavery  and  false- 
hood of  court  friends,  or  of  the  impetuous 
levity  of  the  people.  The  body  of  Sejanus 
was  treated  with  every  mark  of  ignominy,  and 
his  statues  broken ;  his  children  were  con- 
demned to  death,  without  sparing  even  his  in- 
fant daughter.  History  furnishes  numerous 
examples  of  these  dreadful  reverses  of  for- 
tune; but  the  passicms  are  seldom  correcte4 
by  example. 

Tibenus  had  been  struck  with  terror,  imd   Cnoty 
kept  himself  concealed  from  the  opening  of     ^ 
the  scene  till  the  catastrophe  freed  nim  m>m 
apprehension.      Li  vain  aid  the  public  con- 

VOL.  11.  L 
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ceive  a  flattering  hope  that  the  Yiolence  of 
his  tyrannj^  would  be  miti^ted,  as  if  it  had 
been  principally  owing  to  tne  minister.  The 
emperor  indulgmg  his  natural  propensity,  ex- 
hibited a  spectacle  more  horrid  than  the  world 
had  yet  beneld.  The  lives  of  the  people  be- 
came the  sport  of  his  cruelty.  Barely  to  take 
them  away  was  not  sufficient,  if  their  death 
>vas  not  tormenting  and  atrocious.  One  of 
these  unliappy  men  having  killed  himself,  he 
exclaimed  m  a  tone  of  discontent,  He  has.  e- 
scaped  me  ! 
Horrid  The  infamous  trade  of  informer  .grew  into 
'^■^f*'  such  vogue,  that  even  senators  did  not  blush  to 
»*«***  exercise  it.  The  facts  related  by  Tacitus  and 
Suetpnius  make  human  natiure  recoil.  One  in- 
stance will  enable  us  to  judge  of  the  resL  The 
mother  of  Fufius,  Sejanus's  friend,  a  woman  at 
the  extremity  of  old  age,  was  executed  because 
she  shed  tears  for  her  son's  death.  These  ju- 
dicial murders  were  committed  in  consequence 
of  the  sentences  passed  by  the  senate ;  and  it 
was-  the  highest  degree  of  tyranny  to  use  as  its 
instrument  that  tribunal  which  was  formerly  so 
venerable.  At  last  Tiberius,  wearied  with  the 
tedious  forms  of  justice,  ordered  a  general  mas- 
sacre of  all  who  were  detained  in  prison  for  the 
affair  of  Sejanus.  Heaps  of  carcasses  were 
piled  up  in  the  public  places ;  and  though  the 
sijght  must  have  filled  all  hearts  with  the  most 
piercing  sorrow,  the  least  token  of  grief  was 
unpardonable. 
Ht  in  the  midst  of  these  barbarities,  the  old 

^^!^  emperor  still  continued  his  debaucheries,  which 
^^2Si*  h^  strove  to  hide  from  the  eyes  of  the  public. 
Being  of  a  healthy  constitution,  be  treated  the 
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art  of  physic  with  contempt,  and  laughed  at 
every  man  who,  at  the  age  of  thirty,  could  not 
take  the  proper  methods  for  securing  his  own 
health*  However,  finding  the  symptoms  of  a 
decay  of  nature,  he  turned  his  tnou^hts  upon 
the  choice  of  a  successor.  Caius  Caligula,  the 
youngest  son  of  Germanicus,  was  the  only  per- 
son surviving  of  that  family.  He  was  then 
twenty-four  years  of  age,  beloved  by  the  peo- 
ple for  the  sake  of  his  father,  and  acted  the 
part  of  a  fawning  assiduous  courtier.  The 
emperor,  who,  through  the  disguise  he  put  on, 
saw  the  real  perversity  of  his  character,  looked 
upon  him  with  aversion,  and  would  have  pre- 
ferred Tiberius  Gemellus,  son  of  Drusus,  his 
own  grandson  by  blood,  which  Caius  was  on- 
ly by  adoption,  nad  it  not  been  for  the  youth 
of  Gemellus,  who  was  only  seventeen,  and  the 
licentious  life  of  his  mother  Livilla,  which 
made  his  legitimacy  be  questioned.  Puzzled 
by  these  difficulties,  Tiberius  left  the  decision 
to  fate. 

Caius  had  attached  to  his  interest  Macro,     s?. 
the  captain  of  the  praetorian  ^ards,  who,  on  «^5^ 
his  side,  was  desirous  of  securing  a  support  in  ■■■■^** 
the  favour  of  the  young  prince.     AndTibe-    bikto. 
rius  falling  into  a  swoon,  and  being  thought 
dead.  Macro  immediately  caused  the  person 
whose  interest  he  had  espoused  to  be  proclaim-  • 
ed  emperor  by  the  soldiers.   In  the  mean  time, 
Tiberius  having  recovered  from  his  swoon, 
while  every  heart  was  frozen  with  terror,  the 
prsefect  ordered  him  to  be   smothered  with 
matresses.     This  emperor  ended  his  life  at  the 
affe  of  seventy-eight,  in  the  twenty-third  year 
of  his  reign,  and  an  object  of  such  tmiversal 

1-2 
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abhorrence,  that  the  populace  were  on  the 
point  of  uisultm^  his  remains.  Though  some 
instances  of  moderation,  ^nerosity,  and  jus- 
tice, are  to  be  met  with  in  nb  reign,  they  have 
not  mitigated  the  detestation  in  which  his  me- 
mory is  justly  held,  because  his  prevailing  cha- 
racter was  cruelty  and  knavery ;  and,  with  a 
strong  understanding,  he  had  a  bad  heart. 
However,  Velleius  Paterculus,  his  cotempo- 
rary,  has  loaded  him  with  praises.  Is  it  pos- 
sible that  a  courtier  of  Tiberius  and  Sejanus 
should  have  written  a  history  ? 
importtnoe  I  shall  fiuish  this  articlc  with  an  observation 
the  li^uiar  of  MontesQuicu.  *  Augustus  had  deprived  the 
pnvUcge  people  of  the  power  of  legislation,  and  of  judg- 
decting  ing  criminals  against  the  state ;  but  he  had 
"**^^**'****  left  them,  at  least  in  appearance,  the  privilege 
of  electinj3r  the  maiaristrates.  Tiberius,  who 
apprehended  danger  from  suffering  so  numer. 
ous  a  body  to  assemble,  deprived  them  of  this 
power  likewise,  and  conferred  it  upon  the  se-* 
nate,  that  is,  upon  himself.  It  is  incredible 
what  influence  this  change  had  in  debasing  the 
minds  of  the  great.  While  the  people  had  the 
disposal  of  dig^ties,  the  magistrates  who  stood 
for  them  were  certainly  guilty  of  great  mean^ 
nesses ;  but  these  were  concealed  by  a  kind  of 
magnificence  with  which  they  were  attended. 
Whether  the  candidates  entertained  the  people 
witli  pubUc  shows  or  dinners,  made  distribu-* 
tions  of  money  or  com ;  though  the  motives 
were  low,  there  was  something  noble  in  the 
means  ;  because  it  is  always  in  character  for  a 
great  man  to  gain  the  favour  of  the  people  by 
his  liberalities.  But  when  the  people  had  no 
longer  any  thing  to  give,  and  all  employments 
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were  bestowed  by  the  emperor  in  name  of  the 
senate,  they  were  solicited,  and  obtained  by 
unworthy  methods ;  flattery,  infamy,  and  the 
blackest  crimes,  then  became  the  necessary 
arts  of  rising.  * 

We  may  say,  in  more  simple  language,  that 
the  nobles  lost  all  elevation  of  mind  when  they 
were  obliged  to  be  courtiers,  or  nothing. 


CALIGULA. 


Caius,  universally  known  to  the  modems  by     w. 
the  name  of  Caligula,  was  the  idol  of  the  peo-  ^*S^ 
pie,  from  his  being  the  son  of  Germanicus.  He*^**'*^^**^ 
was  raised  to  the  throne  with  unanimous  ap- 
probation ;  and  nothing  could  be  more  agree- 
able to  the  senate,  than  to  supersede  the  will 
of  Tiberius,  who  had  associated  with  him  the 
young  Tiberius,  his  grandson.  But  merit  is  not 
inherited ;  and  it  is  but  too  common  to  see  the 
glory   of  great   men   tarnished  by  unworthy 
successors.  The  pliant  Cali^la  became  "a  mon- 
ster after  his  elevation,  which  occasioned  its 
being  said  of  him,  There  never  was  a  better 
servant,  nor  a  worse  master. 

However,  he  showed  a  good  disposition  at  perfemu 
the  beginning  of  his  reign,  by  recalling  exiles,  "^^SJ^T* 
suppressing  informers,  and  restoring  the  privi- 
leges of  the  magistrates  and  people.     He  gave 
leave  for  the  reading  of  books  written  with 
freedom,  which  had  been  formerly  proscribed ; 
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and  refused  to  receive  a  memorial  containing 
an  account  of  a  real  or  pretended  plot,  nobly- 
answering,  that  as  he  had  done  nothmg  to  pro- 
voke hatred,  he  could  not  hearken  to  such  ac- 
cusations. Undoubtedly,  his  apprehension  of  a 
rival  made  him  dissemble.  Attentive  to  every 
means  of  pleasing  and  dazzling  the  populace, 
he  brought  back  the  pantomines  which  had 
been  dismissed  by  Tiberius.  In  play,  shows, 
and  silly  profusion,  he  dissipated  immense  sums 
of  money,  which  Suetonius  says  amounted  to 
near  three  hundred  millions  of  sesterces.* 
This  prodigality,  abstracted  from  the  violent 
passion  which  he  had  for  public  shows,  fore* 
.  [X)ded  a  pernicious  government. 
Becww  The  face  of  affidrs  was  very  soon  totally 
'"J^^J^.^chang^,  J^aws,  manners,  reason,  and  humamr 
ty,  were  trodden  under  foot,  and  Caligukt  bath- 
ed himself  in  blood.  He  begun  with  the  mur^ 
der  of  Tiberius  and  Macro,  and  delighted  in 
lu^ts  of  cruelty.  Guilty  of  incest  with  his  sis^- 
ters,  and  of  adultery  with  every  woman  of 
rank,  there  was  no  excess  could  make  him 
]l>lush.  He  only  blushed  at  having  the  great  A- 
ffrippa,  who  was  of  obscure  birth,  for  his  grand^ 
fotner,  and  wanted  to  have  it  believed,  that  his 
mothcF  Agrippina  was  the  fruit  of  an  inces^ 
tuous  commerce  between  Augustus  and  hb 
daughter  Julia.  He  assumed  the  characters 
of  all  the  gods,  and  caused  himself  to  be  wor- 
shipped sometimes  as  Jupiter,  Juno,  Bacchus, 
Hercules,  &c. ;  and,  at  last,  by  an  unexampled 
madness,  treated  his  horse  as  bis  first  favourite, 
and  thought  of  making  him  consul. 

•  About  1^618,750  €lcriii^. 
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These  &cts,  collected  by  Suetonhis,  ti  writer 
of  no  great  judgment,  suppose  a  manifest  luna^ 
cy ;  and  it  is  inconceivable  how  the  Roman  * 

people  could  obey  so  fiirious  a  madman.  The 
account  which  is  given  of  his  expenses,  rapine, 
and  tyrannical  oppressions,  exceeds  all  proba- 
bility. They  are  either  instances  of  folly,  un- 
worthy the  attention  of  a  mind  capable  of  re- 
flection ;  or  incredible  excesses,  which  pass  the 
bounds  of  human  nature. 

Some  sayings  of  Caligula  express  whatever  instuiew 
can  be  conceived  of  cruelty.     Strike  in  such  a  ^  ^^^^^ 
manner  that  he  may  feel  Jdmself  die  /     Would  to 
heaven  that  t/ie  Roman  people  had  but  one  head^ 
thai  it  might  be  struck  off  at  one  blow!    Having 
burst  out  into  a  fit  of  laughter  before  the  con- 
suls, /  was  thinkings  said  he,  that  with  a  wink  of 
Tfiy  eye^  I  couid  cause  you  both  to  be  murdered. 

Caligula,  i^qually  base  ^d  bloody,  took  a      99. 
fancy  to  appear  at  the  head  of  his  army,  and  ^1^^ 
exhibited  a  farce,  of  which  the  ridiculousness  military «» 
has  perhaps  been  greatly  exaggerated  by  his-  ^**"*'**^ 
torians.      He   marched   to   the   banks   of  th^ 
Rhine,  a$  if  he  had  been  engaged  in  some 
important  enterprise,  and  caused  a  detachment 
of  nis  guard  to  be  concealed  in  a  wood,  where 
he  made  them  to  be  surprised,  as  if  they  had 
been  enemies,  that  he  might  erect  trophies  and 
sing  songs  of  victory.     He  was  next  seen  to 
pass  to  the  shore,  opposite  to  Great  Britain,  of 
which  he  meditated  the  conquest ;  and  having 
drawn  up  his  army,  though  without  any  enemy 
to  oppose  him,  gave  the  signal  to  engage ;  af^ 
ter  wnich,  he  made  his  soldiers  gather  heaps  of 
shells,  and,  proud  of  the  spoils  of  the  ocean, 
returned  to  Rome  to  receive  the  honour  of  a 
triumph. 
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41.  '  Though  the  R^xnans  were  debased  h^  servi- 
^^jf^  lity,  it  was  impossible  but  the  dreadful  tyraiw 
o^g^  ny  of  a  madman  must  produce  conspiracies. 
Chersea,  the  tribune  of  a  prsetorian  cohort,  de- 
livered Rome  from  that  monster,  without  hee^ 
ing  her  from  those  vices  which  perpetuate  mis- 
fortunes. The  tyrant  was  assassinated  at  the 
end  of  the  fourth  year  of  his  reign.  We  diall 
see  him  succeeded  by  an  idiot,  and,  of  course^ 
deplorable  scenes  are  to  be  eiLpected. 

tJnfortunately  for  us,  that  part  of  the  annals 
of  Tacitus  which  contained  the  reign  of  Cali- 
gula is  lost.  Nothing^  can  make  up  for  the 
want  of  the  pencil  of  tnat  philosophic  historian, 
so  well  acquainted  with  men  and  courts,  and 
who  engages  the  attention  even  in  the  most 
minute  details.  Scarcely  any  thing  is  to  be 
met  with  in  other  authors,  -  but  a  heap  of  use- 
less matter,  or  insipid  disgusting  puerilities, 
with  which  modem  writers  ou^t  not  to  swell 
their  histories. 


CLAUDIUS. 


41.  After  the  murder  of  Caligula,  Chercea  and 
^JdSST  *^®  senators  were  anxious  to  restore  the  repub- 
fii^^  lie ;  but  the  soldiers,  who  foimd  the  benefit  of  a 
militfiry  power,  preferred  a  government  under 
an  emperor.  Claudius,  the  brother  of  Ger- 
inanicus,  and  uncle  of  Caligula,  far  frcnn  aim- 
ing at  the  empire,  was  afndd  of  being  mur- 
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dered,  and  concealed  himself  in  a  comer,  till 
he  was  accidentally  observed  by  one  of  the  soU 
diers,  who  immediately  proclaimed  him.  Some 
more  of  the  arm^  having  arrived,  they  led  him 
away  against  his  inclination,  and  joined  to  take 
the  oath  of  allegiance.  He  promised  the  prae^ 
torian  soldiers  fifteen  thousana  sesterces  a  man,^ 
with  a  proportional  donative  to  the  officers ; 
and  had  scarcely  recovered  from  his  fear  and 
astonishment,  when  he  found  himself  master 
of  the  empire.  The  senate  were  compelled  to 
acknowledge  him ;  Chenea  was  put  to  death; 
and  all  hopes  of  liberty  died  with  him. 

Claudius,  though  fifty  years  old,  was  still  in   P""^ 
a  kind  of  childhood.    A  mind  naturally  weak,   """S^ 
blunted  by  a  harsh  education,  and  incapable  of  s"--^*^* 
any  kind  of  business ;  a  man  half-formed^  as  his 
mother  Antonia  called  him,  who,  with  an  idio- 
tical  grin,  confused  look,  and  vulgar  manners, 

ave   evident  marks  of   folly  and   stupidity. 

*his  had  alienated  the  afiection  of  his  parents, 
a  misfortune  which  certainly  added  to  his  na* 
Xm£2\  imbecility.  Augustus  alone  showed  him 
some  degree  of  tenderness  ;  but  still  could  not 
find  any  employment  of  which  he  thought  him 
capable.  Could  it  have  been  conceived,  that 
the  caprice  of  fortime  would  one  day  place 
him  on  the  throne  of  Augustus  ? 

Claudius,  who  was  naturally  of  a  mild  tem-      Hm 
per,  succeeding  to  Cali^la,    it  required  no  ^pJiJ^S* 
great  efforts  to  procure  the  highest  degree  of  8*^  ""^ 
popularity.    By  a  behaviovu*  totally  opposite  to 
that  of  his,  predecessor,  he  succeeded  tor  some 
time.      He   destroyed  two  lists,  entitled  the 
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Szoord  and  Dagger,  in  which  that  monster  had 
written  the  names  of  those  whom  he  intended 
to  put  to  death.  He  aboHshed  the  presents 
usually  made  to  the  emperor  on  the  nrst  dajr 
of  thQ  year,  which  was  a  mean  contemptible 
method  of  extorting  money^  He  prohibited 
all  who  had  relations  of  their  own  nrom  mak-r 
ing  him  their  h^ir,  another  method  by  which 
the  emperors  did  not  blush  to  enricn  them-r 
selves.  Clemency  ^nd  humanity  seemed  to 
have  succeeded  to  barbarity ;  but  there  was 
no  confidence  to  be  placed  in  a  man  susceptible 
of  all  kinds  of  impressions,  and  who  either  did 
good  or  harm,  according  to  the  counsels  by 
which  he  was  governed. 
Ill  11^  til  ^^^^io^  ^  woman  who  was  the  scandal  of 
^timjrf  her  ;$ex,  the  wife  of  the  emperor,  shared  all  his 
"  '  confidence  with  mean  domestics,  with  a  Narcis- 
sus, a  Rdlas,  and  some  other  freedmen ;  mon-r 
sters  of  iniquity,  whose  enormous  wealth  could 
be  only  the  produce  of  villany.  The  people 
soon  felt  the  dreadful  effects  of  authority  bemg 
rested  in  such  hands.  £very  thing  was  sold  by 
liis  frcedmeu,  who,  in  some  a^r^,  made  them- 
selves masters  both  of  his  person  and  actions } 
admitting  none  to  his  presence  but  whom  they 
pleased  ;  dictating  or  cnanging  his  ordinances } 
m  a  word,  thev  reigned  in  his  name,  and  were 
employed  by  Xles^^Jina  in  ex^uting  her  exe- 
cranlc  projects, 
!»•>  This  infiinious  princess  having  conceived  i| 

iiJ!!!lwS»  |>as$ion  for  lier  father-in-law,  Silanu^,  and  find- 
«r^i^  >*Hf  ^'^^t  ^^^  could  not  seduce  him,  vowed  his 
desti^iction,  and  concerted  the  plan  with  Nar-r 
cissus,  who,  one  morning  at  day-break,  rushed 
into  the  emperor^s  apartment,  with  an  appear-? 
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ance  of  terror  in  his  countenance,  and  told  him, 
that  in  a  dream  he  had  seen  him  murdered  by 
Silanus.  Messalina  assured  him,  that  for  severai 
nights  she  had  had  the  same  dream;  and  at  that 
instant  the  unfortunate  Silanus  having  come 
into  the  chamber,  in  consecjuence  of  his  receiv- 
ing a  forged  order,  the  timid  Claudius,  starting 
at  the  appearance  of  a  supposed  a$3assin,  caus- 
ed him  to  be  immediately  p^t  to  death.  From 
this  instance  we  may  judge  of  others. 

Such  shocking  proofs  of  tyranny  could  not  ^^'JJJ^^T 
fail  to   occasion  conspiracies ;    and  Camillus,      mma    ' 
governor  of  Dalmatia,  taking  up  arms,  assumr  p"'?*'*^ 
ed  the  title  of  emperor,  but  was  abandoned  by 
his  army,  and  murdered  by  one  of  the  soldiers^ 
At  the  time  when  most  rigorous  methods  were 
taken  to  discover  the  accomplices,  Messalina 
and  the  domestics  took  th^  opportunity  of  grar 
tifying  their  hatred   and  rapacity.      Claudius 

Jiresided  at  the  trials  in  the  senate,  where  the 
Ireedmen  had  the  insolence  to  place  themselves, 
but  where  Narcissus  at  least  received  a  reproof. 
Having  asked  a  freedman  of  Camillus,  what  he 
would  have  done  if  his  master  had  become  em- 
peror ;  the  other  very  properly  replied,  /  woiUd 
have  stood  at  his  back  in  silence^  Unfortunately, 
truths  make' no  impression  against  the  insolence 
of  fortunate  upstarts. 

It  was  upon  this  occasion  that  the  celebrated  nnth 
Arria  gave  a  most  extraordinary  proof  of  cou-^  p[J^^ 
rage.  Ppetus,  her  husband,  who  had  been  con- 
sul, having  been  entangled  in  the  conspiracy, 
could  not  escape  being  put  to  death,  and  was 
advised  by  Arna  to  prevent  the  execution.  See- 
ipg  him  wavering  and  irresolute,  she  pliinged  a 
(dagger  into  her  own  bosom,  p^nd,  as  she  with* 
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drew  it,  presented  it  to  him,  sayii^,  PtBtus^  Ms 
does  not  hurt  me.  The  husband  followed  the  ex- 
ample of  his  wife. 
4aL  It  could  never  have  been  suspected  that  Clau^ 

^^'^^  dius  had  formed  any  schemes  of  ambition  or 
c^Jfc*-  extensive  conquest.  However,  he  imdertook 
the  reduction  of  Great  Britain,  which,  accord- 
ing to  Tacitus,  had  rather  be^n  pointed  out 
than  conquered  by  Csesar.  The  Gauls  beings 
subdued,  this  conquest  no  Icxiger  presented 
the  same  difficulties ;  but  ou^ht  a  poor,  uncul- 
tivated, remote  island,  inhabited  only  by  sava- 
ges, to  have  attracted  the  arms  of  a  power  al* 
ready  oppressed  by  the  number  and  extent  of 
its  provmces  ?  I^utius  was  commanded  to  be* 
gin  the  expedition ;  but  his  soldiers  mutinied, 
and  said,  they  would  not  go  to  fight  beyond  the 
bounds  of  the  world.  Narcissus  came  to  quiet 
the  mutiny,  when  the  soldiers,  insultingly,  re- 
ferred him  to  the  Saturnalia^  *  reminding  him 
of  his  former  Condition,  and  preferring  rather 
to  obey  their  general,  than  hearken  to  a  do- 
mestic. 
B^jjj*  The  emperor  was  greatly  encouraged  by  the 
^lurituik  success  of  the  army  under  Flautius ;  and,  being 
"******•  desirous  of  appearing  at  the  head  of  his  troop, 
passed  over  to  Britam,  where  he  remained  six- 
teen days,  took  some  strongholds,  and  celebrat- 
ed a  triumph.  Plautius,  at  the  end  of  a  war 
which  had  continued  four  years,  reduced  a  con- 
siderable part  of  the  country  on  the  south  side 
of  the  Thames  to  a  Roman  province.  A  little 
time  before  this,  Mauritania  had  met  the  same 

*  At  the  fetst  of  the  Setunulk,  the  tlnTes  were  permitted  to  take 
giMl  Ubcitict  with  their 
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fate ;  and  these  additions  to  the  empire  only 
served  to  hasten  its  decline. 

To  his  military  exploits,  of  which  Claudius  Some  edict* 
was  excessively  vain,  he  next  added  the  care  of  ch^diiw. 
administering  m  civil  matters,  and  assumed  the 
office  of  censor.  He  issued  a  number  of  foolish 
edicts.  Three  letters  added  to  the  alphabet 
seemed  to  him  a  reformation  of  ^reat  conse- 
quence, but  they  did  not  outlive  him.  Amidst 
all  his  follies  some  prudent  regulations  were 
made ;  but  unfortunately  they  could  not  fail  to 
share  the  contempt  with  which  every  thing  done 
by  that  prince  was  treated.    • 

Counsellors  made  an  infamous  trade  of  an  ho-  ^^^  ^ 
nourable  profession.     They  hired  their  tongues "*Srf 
and  pens  to  serve  the  purposes  of  calumny  and  <»*»"»^***^ 
injustice  to  whoever  would  pay  the  price  of 

Srostituted  talents.  Silius,  the  consul  elect,  en 
eavoured  to  put  a  stop  to  this  mode  of  plun- 
dering. *  They  multiply  accusations,  quarrels^ 
and  acts  of  injustice,  that  they  may  enrich 
themselves  by  chicanery, '  said  he,  *  as  physi- 
cians do  with  disorders.  We  should  not  have 
so  many  law  suits  if  the  counsellors  did  not 
profit  by  them. '  The  counsellors  replied,  that 
they  gave  up  their  own  afiairs  to  serve  other 
people  ;  that  eloquence  was  an  honourable  road 
to  lortune  ;  and  if  they  were  deprived  of  the 
fruits  of  their  studies,  there  would  be  an  end 
to  application.  They  were  prohibited  by  the 
emperor  from  receiving  more  than  ten  thou- 
sand sesterces. 

Those  days  were  past,  in  which  glory,  pa- 
triotism, or  the  hope  of  rising  to  the  first  ho- 
nours of  the  state,  were  sufficient  motives  to 
animate  men  to  steer  this  noble  course.    If  ad- 
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vantages  were  not  to  be  attained  by  people  who 
had  no  fortune,  or  were  destitute  of  generosity, 
the  bar  might  have  been  entirely  shut  up.  But 
it  was  likewise  necessary  that  the  reputation  of 
the  counsellors,  amon^  whom  were  always  a 
number  of  senators,  should  be  guarded  fix)m 
every  suspicion  of  meanness.     Tne  ancient  re- 
gulation Was  revived  by  Trajan. 
Foreignen      The  cmpcror  Ukcwise  decided  in  another  af- 
^KM,"  fair,  of  much  greater  consequence  to  the  state, 
mtoie   The  people  of  Cisalpine  Gaul  and  the  province 
■»**^    of  Narbonne  enjoyed  all  the  privileges  of  Ro- 
man citizens.     This  title  had  been  conferred 
upon  the  chiefs  of  the  other  Gaulish  provinces 
after  Caesar's  conc^uest,  but  without  the  privi- 
lege of  being  admitted  into  the  senate,  which 
was  an  honour  they  were  very  anxious  to  ob- 
tain, and  at  last  procured,  in  opposition  to  the 
most  powerful  representations.     Claudius  ex- 
pectedf  to  add  to  the  strength  of  the  empire,  by 
admitting  forei^ers  to  rise  to  the  first  honours 
of  the  state,  which  in  the  end  was  carried  be- 
yond all  bounds. 
wbjAer  it     *  By  this  means, '  says  Bossuet,  *  all  the  sub- 
good  or  bam  jects  of  the  empire  thought  themselves  Romans. 
The  honours  of  a  victorious  people  were  gra- 
dually communicated  to  those  whom  they  nad 
subdued.     A  place  in  the  senate  was  open  to 
them,  and  they  might  even  hope  to  arrive  at 
the  imperial  throne.  Thus,  by  Roman  clemen- 
cy, all  the  provinces  uniting  with  Rome  made 
but  one  nation,  of  which  she  was  the  common 
parent.'     On  the  contrary,  it  may  be  said,  that 
there  were  no  longer  any  Romans,  when  all  dis- 
tinctions were  thrown  down  ;  that  this  mixture 
of  all  nations  had  annihilated  the  ruling  peo- 
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p\e ;  that  Rome  ceased  to  be  the  object  of  pa- 
triotic aflfection,  when  the  greatest  part  of  her 
citizens  necessarily  preferred  another  country ; 
and  that,  therefore,  this  was  one  of  the  chief 
causes  of  her  ruin. 

When  we  reflect,  that  there  was  no  longer 
almost  any  of  the  original  stock  left  even  in 
Rome,  this  misfortune  will  appear  unavoidable. 
At  the  time  that  Claudius  took  the  number  of 
the  Roman  citizens,  they  amounted  to  near  se- 
ven millions ;  a  number  infinitely  superior  to 
what  they  were  when  the  repubUc  subdued  the 
whole  world. 

While  the  emperor  was  employed,  or  seemed  48.. 
to  be  employed  m  public  affairs,  his  wife,  who  ^^iS* 
ruled  him  as  she  pleased,  openly  gave  herself  up  ^^^ 
to  the  most  shameful  debaucheries,  and,  glut- 
ted with  pleasures,  delighted  in  rendering  ner- 
self  infamous.  Having  fallen  in  love  with  Si- 
lius,  she  made  him  divorce  his  wife,  who  was 
of  noble  birth  ;  but  that  was  only  a  small  part 
of  her  offence,  compared  with  her  having  been 
solemnly  married  to  him  while  Claudius  was  on 
a  journey  to  Ostia ;  an  incredible  fact,  if  it  had 
not  the  testimony  of  every  historian.  The  stu- 
pid emperor  was  inibrmea  of  it  by  some  of  his 
freedmen,  who  had  hitherto  been  the  instru- 
ments employed  by  Messalina  in  her  poisonings 
and  other  enormous  crimes,  but  whom  she  had 
the  indiscretion  at  last  to  provoke. 

Struck  with  consternation,  and  trembling  at   she  m 
the  news,  he  exclaimed.  Am  I  still  emperor  f^^^^"^ 
They  dispelled  his  fears  ;  and  Silius,  Mnester, 
the  buffoon,  and  a  number  of  other  accom- 

Slices  in  the  lewdness  of  his  wife,  were  put  to 
eath.     She  was  preparing  to  appease  his  an- 
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ger,  and  probably  would  have  succeeded,  if 
Narcissus  had  not  ^iven  orders  to  kill  her. 
Claudius  neither  testified  joy  nor  sorrow  ;  and 
when  he  was  informed  of  her  death,  he  had  not 
the  curiosity  to  inquire  by  what  means  it  hap- 
pened. 

^^^"^      He  had  already  married  three  wives ;  and  his 
niece     domestics,  who  might  more  properly  be  called 

Agnppina.  j^j^  mastcrs,  determuied  him  to  marry  a  fourth. 
His  niece,  Agrippina,  the  daughter  of  Germa- 
nicus,  and  widow  of  Domitius,  was  preferred  to 
be  empress,  through  the  influence  of  Pallas, 
who  was  one  of  her  gallants.  She  was  another 
Messalina,  though  her  behaviour  was  not  so 
openly  scandalous ;  but  her  ambition  was  as 
violent  and  criminal  as  that  of  the  former. 
Claudius  pretended  to  have  some  scruples,  be- 
cause they  were  so  nearly  related  ;  but  this  ob- 
stacle was  soon  removed,  by  one  of  his  courtiers 
fetting  the  senate  to  approve  of  his  marriage, 
ome  of  the  senators  carried  their  abject  flat- 
tery  so  far  as  to  say,  that,  in  case  of  refusal,  the 
emperor  should  be  compelled,  though  at  the 
same  time  it  was  ujiiversally  known  that  he  in- 
dulged in  all  the  privileges  of  a  husband.  A 
decree  was  passed,  to  empower  uncles  to  marry 
the  daughters  of  their  orothers.  In  another 
case,  they  would  probably  have  given  leave  for 
the  brother  to  marry  the  sister ;  so  easily  did 
they  make  the  laws  yield  to  the  reigning  power. 
There  were  but  one  or  two  men  who  took  the 
advantage  of  this  indulgence,  which,  undoubt- 
edly, was  owing  to  the  ii^uence  that  morals  still 
Imci  on  the  minds  of  the  most  abandoned ;  or, 
rut  her,  because  such  marriages  could  seldom 
liuvo  hap|K^ned,  though  they  had  been  lawful. 
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The  great  object  of  Agrippina's .  attention  Ambitum 
was  to  govern,  and  to  secure  the  empire  for  her  AgnreiM. 
son,  the  young  Domitius.  She  adopted  banish- 
ments, poison,  murders,  and  every  criminal  re- 
source, to  get  rid  of  those  who  were  likely  to  ob- 
struct her  schemes.  She  made  a  match  between 
her  son  and  the  emperor's  daughter,  Octavia, 
and  procured  his  adoption  to  the  prejudice  of 
Britannicus,  the  brother  of  Octavia.  Seneca, 
who  was  celebrated  for  his  wit  and  ostentatious 
display  of  philosophy,  had  been  banished  for 
being  ^ilty  of  aaultery  with  a  princess  ;  but 
Agrippma  imagining  that  he  mi^ht  be  useful 
to  Nero,  the  new  name  of  Domitms,  had  him 
recalled,  that  he  might  make  up,  by  his  instruc- 
tions, for  the  bad  education  of  that  prince.  She 
placed  Burrhus,  a  brave  and  worthy  officer, 
whom  she  thought  might  be  attached  to  her 
from  gratitude,  at  the  head  of  the  praetorian 
guards.  In  a  word,  Claudius,  who  saw  nothing* 
but  through  her  eyes,  left  her  the  sole  guid- 
ance of  every  thing.  She  was  afraid  that  Do- 
mitia,  the  sister  of  her  first  husband,  might  ri- 
val her  influence  over  Nero,  and  therefore  caus- 
ed her  to  be  accused  of  sorceij,  and  condemn- 
ed to  suflFer  death  for  an  imaginary  oflFence. 

In  the  mean  time  the  emperor  gave  ear  to      si. 
Narcissus,  who  was  become  the  enemy  of  Agrip-  ^Jl^iiJSSIffl^ 
pina,  •  because  she  made  Pallas  her  sole  favou-   ^  ^^»*^ 
rite.   He  showed  his  sorrow  for  the  injustice  he 
had  done  to  Britannicus,  and  gave  vent  to  some 
threatening  expressions  {^inst  his  wife ;   but 
she  prevented  any  bad  consequences  to  herself 
or  her  son.  Not  satisfied  with  causing  Narcissus 
to  be  removed  from  court,  she  employed  the 
talents  of  the  celebrated  Locusta  to  poison  her 
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husband.   Claudius  died  at  sixty-three  years  of 

The  His  receivers,  who  were  private  knights,  or 

*  even  freedmen,  whose  duty  it  was  to  collect  his 
revenues  in  the  provinces,  were  vested  with  all 
the  authority  of  magistrates,  and  their  sentences 
declared  to  be  as  valid  as  those  of  the  emperor; 
by  which  means  the  provinces  were  subjected 
to  the  oppressions  of  the  tax-gatherer. 
HwiMw  By  a  aecree  of  the  senate,  Irallas  was  honour- 
"*"*"*  ed  with  the  ensigns  of  the  praetorian  digiutT« 
the  emperor  entreated  to  make  him  wear  a  gcJd 
ring,  and  fifteen  millions  of  sesterces*  were  de- 
creed to  him  as  a  reward  for  his  services.  The 
freedman  declined  to  receive  the  ^ft,  upoa 
which  a  new  decree  was  passed  in  his  honour, 
representing  him  as  the  reviver  of  ancient 
manners,  though  he  was  possessed  of  imnM^ffa^ 
wealth.  Could  the  minos  of  men  have  been 
more  debased  by  Asiatic  despotism  ? 

During  this  reign,  Mithridates,  a  kingnof  Ar- 
menia, was  deposed  and  murdered  by  lUiada- 
mistus,  who  was  his  nephew,  his  brother-in- 
law,  and  son-in-law.  The  crimes  committed  by 
ambition,  so  common  all  over  the  East,  no 
longer  excite  curiosity,  because  a  slavish  bar- 
barous people  are  unworthy  the  attention  of 
cultivated  minds ;  but  to  see  Rome  immersed 
in  fifuilt,  a  prey  to  all  the  horrors  of  tyranny, 
and,  while  the  mistress  of  the  world,  sunk  to 
the  lowest  pitch  of  baseness,  is  an  object  which 
cannot  fail  to  g^ve  birth  to  the  most  serious  re- 
flections. 

•  About  121, 095/.  En^iih. 
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Corruption  has  been  seen  to  spring  up  by  ivop«« 
degrees.  What  a  number  of  atrocious  deeds  has  oomi^on. 
it  not  occasioned  in  the  republic?  However, 
the  Romans  at  that  time  preserved  some  re- 
mains of  their  former  greatness  of  soul.  Even 
while  they  were  selling  themselves  to  support 
the  views  of  ambition,  they  showed  the  nigh 
spirit  and  courage  of  their  ancestors  ;  but  now 
they  are  seen  to  crouch  basely  under  their 
chains,  and  even  to  flatter  the  mfamous  vices 
of  those  by  whom  they  are  oppressed.  Thus 
the  ruin  of  morals  leads  to  slavery,  and  slavery 
annihilates  every  idea  of  morals. 


NERO. 


CHAPTER  I. 

FROM  TH£  SUCCESSION  OF   NERO  TILL  THE  WAR  IN 

BRITAIN. 

The  death  of  Claudius  was   kept   secret  till      54. 
Agrippina  had  made  such  arrangements  as  the  i^jS^STrf 
circumstances  required.    Burrhus  caused  Neco   CkudiM. 
to  be  recognised  oy  the  praetorian  guards,  and 
the  senate  eagerly  followed  their  example.  The 
stupid  prince,  who  had  just  ended  his  days  by 
poison,  was  ranked  among  the  gods  ;  and  the 
new  emperor  spoke  his  funeral  oration,  in  which 
his  prudence  and  wisdom  were  highly  extolled. 
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This  eulogium,  though  delivered  by  the  prince, 
provoked  the  laughter  of  the  audience;  and 
Seneca,  who  had  composed  it,  afterwards  wrote 
a  satire  on  the  divinity  of  Claudius.  But  how 
had  he  the  assurance  to  put  ridiculous  false- 
hoods into  the  mouth  of  his  pupil  ?  Till  that 
time  the  emperors  had  shown,  though  in  dif- 
ferent degrees,  some  talents  for  oratory  and 
composition.  Nero,  who  was  then  only  in  his 
wventeenth  year,  applied  himself  to  every  other 
kind  of  exercise,  or  rather  amusement.  His  in- 
clinations, though  yet  disguised,  were  entirely 
on  the  side  of  frivolity,  and  even  vice.  Being 
an  enemy  to  business,  he  owed  his  first  reputa- 
tion to  two  men  who  managed  afiairs  for  nim. 
^^I^  Burrhus  and  Seneca,  between  whom  subsist- 
"*°v*>»  ed  the  closest  union,  did  some  excellent  things 
m  his  name.  The  courts  of  justice  recovered 
their  authority,  and,  for  a  time,  despotism  ceas- 
ed to  alarm  the  people.  The  public  happiness 
was  announced  by  a  discourse  breathing  the 
spirit  of  moderation,  which  was  pronounced  by 
tne  prince,  and  afterwards  engraven  upon  ta- 
bles of  silver ;  and  all  hearts  were  charmed  by 
an  affecting  expression  of  Nero ;  /  %ish  I  had 
not  learned  to  write^  said  he,  before  signing  a 
death  warrant.  On  another  occasion,  the  se« 
nate  returning  him  thanks,  he  replied,  /  ex- 
pect  them  when  I  shall  be  worthy  qfthem.  Nothing 
IS  so  easy  for  sovereigns,  when  properly  tutor- 
ed, as  to  dazzle  by  fine  appearances  ;  but  these 
only  increase  the  misery  oT  the  public,  when  it 
is  undeceived  by  facts. 
^*^2  ^^  have  lately  seen  several  detestable  reigns 
upon  begun  with  measures  extremely  well  calculated 
^  pwpi*.  f^Y  ^Yi^  public  good.    The  emperors  seemed  to 
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have  endeavoured  at  first  to  gain  the  confi- 
dence of  their  subjects,  in  order  to  lull  them 
asleep  under  the  yoke  of  despotism.  The  new 
reign  will  present  a  picture  of  equal  horror 
with  any  of  the  preceaing;  because  the  minis- 
ters, who,  at  the  beginning,  follpwed  the  dic- 
tates of  virtue,  could  not  inspire  the  love  of  it 
into  a  prince,  who  was  led  by  every  induce- 
ment to  the  commission  of  evil. 

Nero,  who  was  already  corrupted  by  flatter-      m.  , 
ers,  slighting  his  illustrious  consort,  Octavia,  d^a^^to 
threw  himself  into  the  arms  of  a  freedwoman  j    8**/^ 
and  this  amour  was  winked  at  by  Seneca  and  Bntaimiciu. 
Burrhus,  probably  from  an  apprehension  that 
opposition  might  be  productive  of  still  greater 
mischiefs.     But  Agnppina,  whose  rage  was  in- 
flamed to  the  highest  pitch,  for  having  lost  her 
ascendancy,  seized  that  opportunity  of  openly 
showing  ner  resentment,  and  threatenea  her 
son  with  declaring  in  favour  of  Britannicus, 
whom  she  had  sacrificed  to  him,  and  who, 
being  then  about  thirteen  or  fourteen  years  of 
age,  might  soon  become  a  formidable  nval. 

Upon  this  Nero  threw  ofi*  all  restraint,  andPoi«ns]iim, 
daringly  committed  a  crime  of  the  blackest  pei^tes 
dye ;  causing  the  young  prince  to  be  poisoned  •'^pp^°»' 
at  a  banquet,  in  his  own  and  his  mother's  pre- 
sence.    He  then  distributed  the  spoils  of  the 
deceased  to  Burrhus,  Seneca,  and  tne  principal 
men  of  the  court,  probably  with  a  aesign  to 
buy  them  over  to  his  interest ;  after  which,  he 
uolished  an  edict,  declaring  that  now  he  had 
ost  his  brother,  all  his  hopes  were  centered  in 
the  republic.     Agrippina,  being  unable  longer 
to  smother  her  rage,  was  forbid  the  palace,  and 
accused  of  treason ;  but  she  found  means  to 
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justify  herself,  and  her  resentment  subsided, 
upon  being  restored  to  some  appearance   of 
credit. 
Hk  After  so  horrid  a  crime  committed  in  cool 

nmbiM.  blood,  it  is  not  at  all  surprising  that  Nero  so 
far  shook  off  all  rules  of  decency,  as  to  dis- 
guise himself,  and  ramble  about  the  streets  in 
tne  night,  accompanied  by  a  set  of  young  de- 
bauchees, insulting  some,  robbing  others,  ex- 
posing himself  to  a  thousand  afironts ;  some- 
times beaten  by  those  who  did  not  know  him, 
and  applauding  himself  for  these  low  frolics. 
The  senator  Montanus,  having  treated  him 
very  roughly  in  one  of  his  nocturnal  rambles, 
and  being  afterwards  informed  that  it  was  the 
emperor,  had  the  imprudence  to  write  to  him 
a  letter  of  excuse,  ana  received  for  answer  the 
following  short  billet;  What!  a  man  who  has 
beaten  Nero  stiU  alive  !  The  only  refuge  left  for 
Montanus  was  a  voluntary  death. 
Th«  The  affairs  of  the  state  being  in  the  hands 

*^upjr*  of  two  able  ministers,  suffered  little  by  these 
'•jjj£^*  irregularities  of  the  sovereign.    Several  taxes 
do  to  loi^.  were  abolished,  and  the  extortions  of  the  col- 
lectors of  the  revenue  restrained  by  an  equi- 
table regulation.     Less  would  have  been  suf- 
ficient to  win  the  affections  of  the  people,  whose 
views  arc  limited  to  the  present  time,  and  do 
not  iHMietrate  into  futurity.    But  the  murder 
of  liritannicus,  the  debaucheries  and  follies  of 
Nero,  were  presages  of  all  the  horrors  of  ty- 
raimy.  Neither  Seneca  norBurrhus  could  long 
prenerve  any  influence  over  him.     A  licentious 
woman  hurried  him  on  to  new  crimes. 
•HMimuit        Poppu'U  then  made  a  brilliant  figure  at  Rome 
iiMfMt,  by  her  beauty,  gracefulness,  wit,  and  immense 
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fbrtune ;  in  a  word,  she  was  a  woman  possess- 
ed of  every  qualification  except  virtue,  Otho, 
a  man  of  pleasure,  but  entirely  destitute  of 
honour,  ana  regardless  of  the  ties  of  morality, 
had  seduced  her  from  her  husband,  and  after- 
wards married  her.  The  emperor  conceiving 
a  violent  passion  for  her,  she  soon  aspired  to  the 
honour  of  his  bed ;  but  foreseeing  that  Agrip- 
pina  would  not  suffer  him  to  divorce  Octavia^ 
she  resolved  to  effect  her  ruin,  and  painted  her 
in  the  blackest  colours.  She  excited  against 
that  haughty  princess  the  jealousy  of  her  son, 
by  telling  him  that  he  was  still  kept  in  a  state 
of  pupil^^ ;  that  his  mother  haa  engrossed 
the  wnole  power,  while  he  was  not  even  master 
of  his  own  conduct ;  and  at  last  drew  him  into 
the  commission  of  parricide. 

As  neither  the  sword  nor  poison  seemed  pro-      so. 


per  instruments  for  the  commission  of  that  ^ 

crime,  which  it  was  of  the  last  importance  tO'^^P'*^® 
shroud  in  impenetrable  darkness,  an  abandon-  ■— limiuii 
ed  freedman  proposed  to  construct  a  vessel  in 
such  a  manner,  that  a  part  of  it  might  separate 
when  on  the  high  sea,  and  sink  to  the  bottom. 
The  contrivance  was  highly  applauded;  for 
who  could  suspect  any  artifice  in  a  shipwreck  ? 
Nero,  in  order  to  draw  his  mother  mto  the 
snare,  feigned  a  return  of  affection,  by  which 
she  was  easily  deceived,, paid  him  a  visit  at    « 
Baise,  and  went  on  board  the  vessel.    The  ma- 
chine did  not  play  and  crush  her  to  pieces  as 
was  expected ;  and  though  her  attenoants  pe^ 
rished,  she  got  safe  on  shore. ' 

This  news  filled  the  emperor  with  constema->   Bvrbw 
tion.   He  imagined  that  he  already  saw  his  mo* 
ther  arming  the  soldiers  and  people  against 
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him  ;  he  therefore  immediately  consuhed  Bur- 
rhus  and  Seneca  on  this  emergency.     These 
ministers,  who  are  suspected  not  to  nave  heen 
imacquainted  with  the  former  project,  hesitated 
at  first ;  hut  at  last,  whether  through  shameful 
want  of  spirit,  or  detestable  motives  of  policy, ' 
they  acceded  to  the  emperor's  views,     Oi-ders 
were  jgiven  for  the  perpetration  of  the  crime, 
and  the  freedman,  Anicetus,  eagerly  undertook 
the  commission.    Agfrippina,  at  signt  of  the  as- 
sassins, called  out  to  tneir  leader,  Sirike  this 
wnnb  which  bore  Nero  I  and  expired,  pierced  with 
a  multitude  of  wounds.     Thus  were  the  num- 
berless crimes  she  committed  to  raise  the  for- 
tune of  her  son,  or  rather  to  share  the  do- 
minion with  him,  punished  by  that  very  son, 
by  the  conunission  of  the  most  atrocious  wick- 
edness, 
iwcrfm      Few  men,  however  distinguished  by  thfeir 
nJoneof  c^*™®^,  havc  a  soul  Sufficiently  callous  to  be 
tu      proof  against  remorse.      Even  Nero  felt  its 
emperor,  ggyerest  pangs;  and  terror  for  his  own  safety, 
joined  to  the  clamours  of  conscience,  reduced 
liim  almost  to  despair.     Too  short  a  punish- 
ment for  parricide  !     But  flattery  found  a  wa^ 
to  dissipate  the  storm.    Biurrhus  relieved  his 
fears,  by  showing  how  entirely  the  praetorian 
guards  were  devoted  to  his  interest.     Seneca 
•i  composed  an  apolosy  for  him,  in  which  Agrip- 
pina  was  falsely  cnarged  with  conspiring  a- 
gainst  his  life ;  and,  in  a  short  time,  the  senate, 
tne  people,  and  the  army,  showed  the  greatest 
demonsti^tions  of  joy  for  the  commission  of  so 
horrid  an  act,  for  which  they  even  offered  sa- 
crifices, and  made  it  an  occasion  of  festivity. 
However,  several  phenomena  in  the  heavens, 
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an  (eclipse,  and  storms  of  thunder,  were  looked 
upon  as  signs  of  the  Divine  wrath,  in  which, 
says  Tacitus,  the  gods  had  so  Uttle  concern,* 
that  Nero  enjoyed  the  empire  for  a  consider- 
able number  of  years,  which  he  spent  in  the 
commission  of  new  crimes.  The  secrets  of 
Providence  are  impenetrable ;  nor  can  they  be 
read  in  the  phenomena  of  nature,  which  every 
man  interprets  according  to  his  own  fancy.  God 
will  one  day  punish  or  reward.  This  is  all  that 
it  concerns  us  to  know ;  but  superstition  en- 
deavours to  pry  into  futurity,  and  misleads 
itself. 

Agrippina  had  been  a  curb  to  Nero ;  but  be-  .  ^gVj. 
in^  now  freed  from  her  presence,  he  gave  the  ^^  to 
rem  to  his  taste  for  low  and  trifling  amuse-^  j\dknkm 
ments.  His  whole  attention  was  taken  up  with 
chariots,  horses,  music  and  plays.  He  exhibit- 
ed first  tcKhis  courtiers,  and  then  to  the  public, 
his  talents  as  a  charioteer  and  actor ;  and  kept 
a  number  of  people  in  pa}^,  only  for  the  pur- 
pose of  applauding  him  in  those  ridiculous 
farces.  His  noblest  amusements  consisted  in 
composing  wretched  verses,  corrected  by  ob- 
scure poets,  according  to  their  own  fancy,  or 
in  listening  to  the  disputes  of  a  set  of  pretend- 
ed philosophers,  whom  he  retained  for  his  di- 
version. JDuring  his  fourth  consulship,  for  the 
emperors  had  always  continued  the  custom  of 
assuming  occasionally  the  title  of  consul,  some* 
times  for  a  few  months,  he  instituted  games  af- 
ter the  Greek  model,  to  be  celebrated  every 
fifth  year,  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  iVJr- 
ronian.  He  disputed  tne  prize  of  poetry  and 
elocjuence  against  the  first  men  of  those  pro- 
fessions in  Home^  and  would  certainly  have 
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carried  it,  even  though  his  competitors  had 
been  Ciceros  and  Virgils.  The  pantomimes 
soon  after  became  common,  and  their  art  was 
carried  to  an  astonishing  decree  of  perfec- 
tion. It  is  related,  that  a  philosopher,  struck 
ivith  the  performance  of  one  of  those  muttt 
actors,  exclaimed,  /  understand  you ;  your  hands 
speak. 
vitktod  It  will  not  be  improper  to  observe,  that,  if 
^'g^^  the  Romans  had  always  entertained  a  passion 
for  public  diversions,  without  a  taste  for  such 
as  are  really  worthy  of  a  polished  people,  this 
passion  and  bad  taste  must  have  been  increas- 
ed, when  they  ceased  to  take  a  share  in  public 
affisiirs,  and  were  given  up  to  the  caprices  of  a 
court.  They  had  no  goocL  tragedies ;  and  Te- 
rence had  neverbeen  able  to  improve  theirtaste, 
so  as  to  subdue  their  relish  for  farces.  The  gla- 
diators always  carried  the  palm  from  the  poets. 
It  may  indeed  be  alle^d,  m  favour  of  the  pan- 
tomimes, that  they  did  not  stain  the  scene  with 
blood ;  but  they  too  frequently  transgressed  the 
laws  of  decency. 


CHAPTER  II. 

WAR  IN  GREAT  BRITAIN.      AFFAIRS    OF  ROME  TILL 

THE  FIRST  CONSPIRACY. 

lUvoh  fai  The  more  a  sovereign  indulges  himself  in  plea- 
£l^    sures,  the  more  miserable,  commonly,  are  the 
people.     Great  Britain  groaned  under  a  tyran- 
nical government,  from  the  oppression  of  the 
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army  and  the  extortion  of  the  collectors  of  the 
revenue ;  and  the  spirit  of  revolt  spread  rapid- 
ly among  that  unconquerable  people,  who  sub- 
mitted only  to  superior  force,  and  champed  the 
curb  with  indignation.  Suetonius  Paulinus,  a 
celebrated  general,  who  had  newly  arrived  in 
that  country,  being  unacquainted  with  the  state 
of  affairs,  undertook  the  conquest  of  Mona  the 
Isle  of  Anglesey,  where  the  Druids  had  fixed 
the  centre  of  their  fanaticism.  He  succeeded, 
notwithstanding  the  terror  with  which  the  Ro- 
mans were  struck  by  the  horrid  appearance  of 
those  priests,  who  ran  up  and  down,  accompa- 
nied by  women  in  a  hideous  dress,  with  torches 
in  their  hands,  and  filled  the  air  with  their  im- 

Erecations.  After  the  defeat  of  the  barbarians, 
e  caused  his  soldiers  to  cut  down  the  sacred 
groves,  in  which  the  Druids  religiously  stained 
tne  altars  with  human  blood. 

Suetonius,  who  had  been  successful  at  Mona,      ei. 
did  not  entertain  the  least  suspicion  of  what  ^S^feST 
was  carrying  on  behind  him.     The  Britons  Boa^ioefc 
had  taken  arms  under  the  standards  of  Boa- 
dicea,  a  heroine   superior  to  every  sense  of 
danger,  stormed  several  fortified  places,  and 
massacred  great  numbers  of  the  Romans ;  and 
though  the  general  marched  with  all  ima^n* 
able  speed  to  put  a  stop  to  the  insurrection, 
he  was  obliged  to  abandon  London  to  destruc- 
tion :  but  having  collected  a  body  of  ten  thou^ 
sand  men,  he  cnose  a  post  so  advantageous, 
that  the  enemy,  though  infinitely  superior  in 
number,  were  defeated  in  a  great  battle,  with 
the  loss,  as  is  said,  of  fourscore  thousand  men ; 
and  Boadicea  laid  violent  hands  on  herself, 
that  she  might  not  survive  the  misfortunes  of 
her  country. 
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iTiat  Suetonius,  being  thwarted  by  the  jealousy  of 
^S^  the  quaestor,  reaped  no  advantage  from  his  vic- 
tory ;  and  Nero  sent  Polyctetes,  a  freedman,  to 
inquire  into  his  conduct.  The  pride  and  in^ 
solence  of  this  envoy  raised  the  contempt  even 
of  the  Britons,  who  saw,  with  astonishment,  a 
lacquey  giving  law  to  a  victorious  general. 
Paiuinus  was  recalled,  and  his  successors  care« 
fiilly  avoided  a  war,  pluming  themselves  on  the 
preservation  of  a  tranquillity  which  was  only 
the  effect  of  their  own  efieminacy,  and  thus 
secured  themselves  from  the  malice  of  the 
court,  though  the  interests  of  the  state  suffer^ 
ed  by  their  conduct. 
Four  Some  transactions  at  Rome  have  a  better 
j^^"^?^^  claim  to  our  attention.  The  pnefect  of  the 
^Mth.  city  being  assassinated  by  one  of  his  slaves,  it 
was  made  a  question  whether,  according  to  the 
barbarous  custom  established  in  ancient  times^ 
capital  punishment  should  be  inflicted  on  the 
whole  number,  amounting  to  four  hundred. 
The  people  were  clamorous  in  their  opposi* 
tion,  and  their  sentiments  were  supported  by  a 

Earty  in  the  senate ;  but  Cassius,  a  celebrated 
Lwyer,  stood  forth  in  defence  of  the  ancient 
custom.  *  It  is  objected, '  said  he,  *  that  many 
innocent  persons  will  be  put  to  death :  but  this 
is  only  wnat  happens  when  troops  are  decimat- 
ed for  misbehaviour;  the  brave  draw  lots  in 
common  with  the  guilty  :  every  similar  exam* 
pie  of  severity  contains  in  it  something  con- 
trary to  the  rules  of  justice :  but  the  partial 
evil  is  compensated  by  the  general  good ;  *  and 
his  sanguinary  counsel  prevailed  over  the  voice 
of  humanity. 

Thus,  barbarous  customs,   consecrated  by 
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their  antiquity,  are  sometimes  abetted  by  per- 
sons who  ought  to  be  better  acquainted  with 
the  injustice  of  them.  According  to  this  me- 
thod of  reasoning,  it  was  necessary  for  the  pub- 
lic good  that  thousands  of  lives  should  answer 
for  one,  and  the  crime  of  an  individual  be  pu- 
nished by  the  death  of  all.  Doubtless  the 
slaves  were  ranked  among  insects.  The  Pe- 
tronian  law,  indeed,  prohibited  their  being  ex- 
posed to  wild  beasts,  without  permission  from 
the  magistrates  ;  a  law  calculated  in  some  de- 
gree to  mitigate  the  horrors  of  their  condition, 
if  we  suppose  the  magistrates  to  be  men  of 
humanity.  But  is  it  possible  that  they  could 
be  so  under  a  tyrant,  and  with  the  prejudices 
of  tyranny? 

Some  satirical  writings  making  their  appear-    Lavi 
ance  about  this  time,  Nero  revived  the  laws'^SSSo^ 
against  high  treason.     Antistius,  the  prcetor,   "^^•^ 
would  have  been  put  to  death  on  this  account, 
had  not  Thrasea  courageously  ^iven  his  opi* 
nion  only  for  banishment.     Veiento,  another 
person  of  distinction,  suffered  the  same  pu- 
nishment, and  his  books  were  ordered  to  be 
burnt.     Their  being  prohibited  caused  them 
to  be  eagerly  sought  aiter ;  and,  as  is  the  com- 
mon fate  of  such  works,  they  sunk  into  obli- 
vion when  they  were  no  longer  dangerous. 

Burrhus  and  Seneca,  notwithstanding  they 
sometimes  showed  a  disgraceful  complaisance 
to  the  tyrant,  were  the  only  persons  in  any  de- 
gree capable  of  mitigating  the  horrors  of  his 
x>vemment.  Unhappily  the  first  died,  and 
lis  master  is  suspected  of  having  shortened 
his  life.  Seneca,  finding  himself  on  the  brink 
of  disgrace,  resolved  to  prevent  it  by  a  volun- 
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tary  retreat,  and  offered  to  the  emperor  the 
immense  riches  he  had  acquired ;  but  Nero  re- 
fused to  accept  them,  bestowed  on  him  new 
marks  of  confidence  and  affection,  and  put  on 
an  appearance  of  regret,  though  filled  with  a 
secret  joy  at  his  removal  from  court.  The 
works  ot  this  philosopher  wear  an  imposing 
air  of  Stoicism,  which  it  is  impossible  to  re- 
concile with  his  opulence  and  luxury.  We 
shall  see  him  die  with  a  courage  which  only 
renders  the  weaknesses  of  his  fife  more  sur- 
prising. 
MnHcr  Tigelliuus,  the  new  captain  of  the  praetorian 
Q^^j^  ^uardis,  a  monster  worthy  of  Nero,  became  the 
instrument  of  his  crimes.  In  a  short  time, 
Octavia  was  not  only  divorced  and  banished, 
but  murdered ;  and  ner  head  may  be  said  to 
have  been  the  nuptial  present  bestowed  on 
Poppaea,  her  infamous  rival.  To  complete 
this  scene  of  villany,  and  blacken  the  memory 
of  the  innocent  empress,  the  freedman  Anice- 
tus  affirmed  that  she  had  been  guilty  of  adul- 
tery with  him ;  and  he  could  not  have  found 
a  more  proper  method  of  paying  his  court  to 
the  emperor.  After  the  deatn  of  Octavia,  so- 
lemn thanksgivings  were  offered  to  the  gods  ; 
a  ceremony  which  always  followed  the  murder 
of  persons  of  distinction.  Thus  did  Nero  sport 
witn  heaven  and  mankind. 
Horrid  dt-  His  cruclty  was  equalled  by  his  debauch- 
k.«.L-^  cries.  At  an  entertainment  given  him  by  Ti- 
gelliuus, he  personated  a  female,  and,  as  such, 
was  married  to  one  Pythagoras.  On  another 
occasion  he  espoused  an  eunuch,  whom  he 
ohose  for  his  bnde.  These  abominations  ought 
not  to  stain  the  historic  page,  did  they  not 
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show  how  much  the  ahuse  of  power  and  in- 
toxication of  the  passions  may  degrade  a  so- 
vereign ;  and  at  least  prove,  that,  hy  tramp- 
ling on  the  laws  of  society  and  nature,  he 
exposes  himself  to,  the  most  incredible  defa- 
mations. 

To  him  is  attributed   a  conflagration,  by  BuraUij 
which  more  than  two-thirds  of  Kome  were    Rome. 
destroyed.'    A  report  was  publicly  circulated, 
that  he  had  viewed  it  with  pleasure  from  the 
top  of  a  tower,  singing  a  poem  on  the  burn- 
ing of  Troy.     These  reports  were  probably 
the  effects  of  hatred ;  for  what  mi^ht  not  be 
believed  of  Nero  ?     He  had  looked  with  un- 
easiness upon  the  irregularity  of  the  city,  and 
its  narrow  crooked  streets;   and  caused  it  to 
be  rebuilt  in  a  manner  which   increased  its 
beauty,  and  made  it  more  secure  from  fires. 
A  mamificent  palace  rose  upon  the  public    N"»'» 
ruins,  shining  with  gold  and  jWls,  anicon-""'^ 
taining  in  its  circuit,  forests,  lakes,  and  lawns, 
with  all  the  riches  of  art.    When  Nero  saw 
it  finished,  he  observed,  Now  I  begin  to  lodge 
Uke  a  human  creature.     A  great  man  would 
have  had  no  need  of  such  a  lodging. 

His  head  being  filled  with  extravagant  ideas,  ^^F^^cct 
he  undertook  to  dig  a  navigable  canal,  from  acaaiL 
the  lake  Avemus  to  the  mouth  of  the  Tiber,  a 
space  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  miles,  through 
a  rocky  country  without  water.  The  work 
was  impracticable,  and,  had  it  been  possible  to 
be  executed,  would  have  been  of  no  great  uti- 
Uty.  Great  labour  was  expended  upon  it;  and 
so  much  toil  and  pains  thrown  away  were 
counted  as  nothing.  The  substance  of  the 
empire  was  wasted  by  the  emperor's  excessive 
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profusion  and  extravagant  schemes ;  and  there- 
fore he  made  it  a  rule  to  commit  univei-sal  de- 
predations. 
The  Though  he  had  been  lavish  in  administer- 
J^i^  ing  relief  to  the  people  after  the  fire,  yet  the 
te*to*t^  voice  of  the  public  continued  to  charge  him 
city,  with  having  kindled  it;  and  he  thought  he 
could  clear  himself  by  throwing  the  accusation 
upon  innocent  persons.  The  Christians  were 
already  niunerous,  though  buried  in  obscurity ; 
and  the  public,  unacquainted  with  their  reli- 
gion, confounded  it  with  the  grossest  supersti- 
tions. They  were  hated,  because  lookea  upon 
to  be  enemies  of  the  human  race.  This  un- 
just character  is  given  them  even  by  Tacitus, 
who  seems  to  confound  them  with  the  Jews. 
Nero  charged  them  with  being  the  incendiaries ; 
and  a  vast  number  of  them  were  put  to  death 
by  the  most  dreadful  punishments ;  a  spectacle 
agreeable  to  the  Roman  taste  !  He  nimself, 
seated  on  a  car,  made  it  a  piece  of  amusement 
to  see  those  unhappy  victims  devoured  by 
beasts,  or  burned  auve,  to  supply  the  place  of 
torches ;  and  their  condemnation  was  looked 
upon  as  one  of  the  pleasures  of  his  cruelty. 


CHAPTER  HI. 


END  OF  NERO's  REIGN. 


coo^rtcy  '^^'s  monster  at  last  tired  out  the  patience  of 

of       his  subjects  ;  and  a  number  of  persons  of  rank, 

Epicharii.  animated  by  the  freedwoman  Epicharis,  with 
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Piso  at  their  head,  entered  into  a  conspiracy 
against  him.  The  secret  was  inviolably  Kept ; 
but  a  slave  guessed  the  meaning  of  his  mas- 
ter's preparations,  and  some  of  the  conspira- 
tors were  seized,  by  whose  want  of  i*esolution 
the  rest  were  discovered.  Epicharis  bore  the 
torture  with  heroic  courage,  which  was  the 
more  remarkable  as  she  was  a  woman  of  plea- 
sure. Torrents  of  blood  flowed  in  every  quar- 
ter. Piso,  just  before  his  death,  made  his  will, 
filled  with  the  most  fulsome  adulation  of  Nero, 
that  he  might  obtain  favour  for  a  faithless  wife, 
of  whom  he  was  distractedly  fond. 

On  the  contrary,  two  of  tne  conspirators  dis-  Connve 
played  their  principles  of  liberty  with  the  no-eo^^iS|Sot^ 
blest  intrepidity.  The  emperor  interrogating 
Subrius  why  he  had  violated  his  oath,  the  tri- 
bune replied,  '  Because  I  hated  you.  No  man 
was  more  faithful  to  you  while  you  deserved 
to  be  beloved ;  but  when  you  became  the  par- 
ricide of  your  mother,  the  murderer  of  your 
wife,  a  charioteer,  a  player,  and  an  incendiary, 
you  necessarily  was  tne  object  of  my  aversion.  * 
These  words  wounded  the  tyrant  m  the  most 
sensible  manner.  The  centurion  Sulpicius  an- 
swered a  like  question,  by  saying,  /  entered 
into  the  conspiracy  out  of  zeal  for  your  service^ 
as  there  was  no  other  way  to  put  an  end  to  your 
crimes. 

The  hi^h  reputation  of  Seneca  and  Lucan,    Scnm 
make  their  deaths  more  interesting.     The  first  **^  ^ 
was  accused,   and  perhaps  on  good  grounds,  ^ 
though  the  proofs  were  not  entirely  clear,  of 
being  privy  to  the  plot;  and  his  pupil,  who 
hated  him  m  his  heart,  was  delighted  with  this 
opportunity  to  get  rid  of  him.    An  order  was 
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therefore  sent  him  to  put  an  end  to  his  life, 
and  he  opened  his  veins,  in  which  he  was  imi- 
tated by  nis  wife  Paulina,  Not  being  able  to 
obtain  permission  to  make  any  bequests  in  &- 
TOUT  of  his  friends,  /  leave  you^  said  he,  the 
most  precious  gift  remaining  to  me^  the  example  of 
my  life.  This  fine  genius,  will  never  be  the 
model  of  true  philosophers  or  mod  writers. 
He  vitiated  taste  by  his  afiected  style ;  and 
the  ostentatious  austerity  of  his  moral  writ« 
in^  was  contradicted  by  his  actions. 

nMih  Xtucan,  the  Seneca  of^the  poets,  suffered  the 
.^.  same  death.  He  had  flattered  Nero  in  his 
I^arsalia;  but  afterwards  became  his  mortal 
enemy,  from  a  resentment  common  to  authors, 
because  the  prince,  who  dabbled  in  poetry,  had 
shown  himself  a  jealous  rival,  and  mortified  his 
vanity. 

Dnth  A  number  of  illustrious  men  were  now  put 
to  death  upon  the  least  suspicion*  I  shall  not 
mention  Petronius,  that  elegant  Epicurean,  Ne- 
ro's master  in  the  science  of  voluptuousnessi, 
and  the  reputed  author  of  an  obscure  and  in- 
genious satire,  of  which  some  fragments  are 
extant.  But  I  must  not  pass  over  in  silence 
Soranus  and  Thrasea,  two  senators  worthy  of 
ancient  Rome,  but  whose  virtues  were  imputed 
to  them  as  crimes,  by  a  court  sunk  in  every 
abomination. 

The  crimes  alleged  against  Thrasea,  were 
his  not  offering  sacrifices  for  the  preservation 
of  the  emperor  and  his  divine  voice ;  blaming 
his  appearing  on  the  stage ;  quitting  the  se- 
nate  nouse  when  the  apology  for  Agrippina's 
murder  was  read ;  and  absenting  himself  when 
divine  honours  were  decreed  to  Poppsea,  who 
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was  ranked  among  the  godd^sdes,  aftei^  b^ 
husband,  in  a  fit  of  passion,  had  given  her  iL 
kick  with  his  foot,  of  which  she  died ;  with  o^ 
ther  charges  of  the  same  nature.  Thrasea  b6*. 
ing  a  Stoic,  both  by  practice  and  profession, 
his  accusers  did  not  fail  to  represeilt  that  seet 
as  pernicious  to  the  state,  by  inspiring  its  fol- 
lowers with  a  love  of  liberty.  That  illustridt!!^ 
Roman  being  condenmed  by  the  senate,  nt^ 
indulged  in  tne  choice  of  his  own  death,  a  fa«. 
vour  which  was  often  readily  granted.  H^ 
prepared  himself  for  his  fate  with  calm  resign 
nation ;  and  having  caused  his  veins  to  bb 
opened,  sprinkled  tne  floor  with  his  blood,  at 
the  same  time  saying.  Let  u6  qffhr  a  KbatkM  to 
Jupiter  the  deliverer.  The  firmness  of  the  Stoic 
had  not  lessened  his  indulgence  for  huniati 
frailty.  He  often  repeated  this  maxim.  He 
who  nates  vices ,  hates  mankindi  ^nt  ought  we 
not  rather  to  hate  vice,  and  do  good  to  iJle 
vicious  ? 

In  the  midst  of  these  scenes  of  horror,  arrived  TWd^tw 
in  Rome  Tiridates,  brother  of  Vologeses,  king^^lS^*^ 
of  Parthia,  who  had  lately  received  the  crown  of 
Armenia  as  a  free  gift,  after  having  long  en- 
deavoured in  vain  to  seize  it  by  force.  This 
prince  met  with  a  most  pompous  receptioh 
from  the  emperor ;  and  the  more  he  humbkd 
himself,  the  more  favours  were  bestowed  oh 
him :  But,  being  a  witness  of  Nero*s  frivoloas 
and  unbecoming  amusements,  he  at  last  looked 
with  contempt  on  the  man  before  whom  he  bad 
fallen  prostrate.  Corbulo,  the  greatest  geneiul 
of  the  age,  had  till  that  time  curbed  the  Pai*- 
tiiians,  who  be^n  to  be  very  formidable  to  the 
Romans.  In  him  the  people  placed  ^eir  hopes, 
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and  all  wished  to  see  him  on  the  throne.    Such 
superior  merit  was  an  unpardonable  crime.  Cor- 
bulo  was  recalled,  and  on  the  road  received  an 
order  to  put  an  end  to  his  life. 
VoiogMM      Vologeses  being  pressed  by  Nero  to  imitate 
"^^"^   his  brother  Tiriciates,  and  pay  him  a  vist  at 
Rome,  wrote  him  for  answer.  You  can  cross  the 
sea  mare  easily  than  I  can  ;  come  into  Asia^  and 
we  mil  agree  upon  an  interview.    The  emperor 
bein^  provoked  at  this  refusal,  had  thoughts  of 
marcnmg  against  the  Parthians ;  but  ^lother 
species  of  ambition  tu^ed  his  views  to  a  diffe- 
rent object. 
fft.         He  resolved  to  take  a  journey  into  Greece,  in 
^^^j]|^  order  to  gain  the  prize  in  the  theatrical  con- 
joignqr  iaigtests,  auQ  sct  out  with  a  whole  army  of  musi- 
cians and  buffoons.  He  presented  himself  at  aU 
the  games;  gained  a  nundred  and  eighteen 
crowns  ;  and  imagined  he  had  eclipsed  all  the 
■heroes  of  the  republic.     To  show  his  ^^titude 
for  the  admiration  in  which  the  Grecians  held 
his  talents,  or  rather  the  flattery  with  which 
they  soothed  his  ridiculous  vanity,  he  declared 
that  country  free;   but,  notwithstanding  this 
imaginary  enfranchisement,  it  still  continued  to 
groan  under  every  species  of  oppression.     He 
wen  returned  in  triumph  to  Italy,  ^id  his  en- 
try into  Rome  formed  an  uncommon  spectacle 
to  that  city,  which  was  filled  with  trophies. 
The  senate,  the  knights,  and  the  people,  fol- 
lowed his  chariot,  msuung  the  air  resound  with 
disgraceful  acclamations  of  Long  live  the  victor 
in  die  Olympic  and  Pyt/uan  games  /  Nero  is  an- 
other Hercules  J  Nero  is  a  new  ApoUo  !  He  alone 
has  been  succesffid  in  every  species  tf  combat,  in 
every  species  qf  games,  Sfc»    At  the  same  time 
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that  the  terrors  of  despotism  forced  the  Ro. 
mans  to  this  abject  behaviour,  it  redoubled 
their  hatred  against  the  despot.  And  we  shall 
soon  see  them  delivered  from  the  tyrant  by  an 
almost  universal  conspiracy. 

Yindex  ^ve  the  signal  in  Gaul,  where  he  es. 
commanded.  He  was  a  native  of  that  province,  Jyl^ 
descended  of  an  illustrious  family,  ana  a  warm  •^  ^^d^ 
friend  to  his  country.  It  was  no  difficult  mat- 
ter to  rouse  a  people  who  had  not  yet  lost  their 
high  spirit,  though  loaded  with  oppression.  Be- 
ing in  want  of  succours,  he  adorcssed  himself 
to  Galba,  TOvemor  of  Spain,  a  man  of  a  mild 
and  peacenil  disposition,  descended  from  an 
ancient  family,  and  who  had  escaped  the  cruel- 
ty of  the  tyrant  only  by  his  unenterprising  tem- 
per and  the  obscurity  of  his  life.  Galba,  who 
was  discontented  witn  the  government,  hesitat- 
ed on  the  proposal,  and  consulted  his  friends, 
who  represented  to  him,  that,  by  deliberating 
on  such  a  subject,  he  had  already  made  himself 
criminal ;  and  that  he  must  immediately  either 
march  against  Vindex,  who  offered  him  the  em- 

Sire,ortake  arms  against  the  emperor.  At  last  he 
etermined  upon  a  revolt ;  but  refused  the  title 
of  emperor,  with  which  his  troops  wanted  to 
invest  him,  declaring  himself  only  the  lieute- 
nant of  the  senate  and  people. 

On  this  news,  the  governors  of  the  provinces,    dmA 
transported  with  joy  at  finding  a  head,  eagerly  ^^^^^"^^ 


joined  his  party.    Virginius  had  a  command  in      of . 
Germany,  and,  though  secretly  an  enemy  to  Ne-    "'^'* 
ro,  marched  against  Vindex  ;  but  the  two  ge- 
nerals had  an  interview,  and  came  to  an  agree- 
ment.   The  Gauls  were  to  enter  Besan9on,  as 
had  been  stipulated ;  but  the  Roman  army,  un- 
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acquainted  with  the  treaftr,  and  b^ievii^  itself 
stacked,  fell  upon  the  troops  of  ^  mdes,  which 
vere  cot  to  pieces,  and  the^genenl  kiUed  hiin- 
self  in  a  fit  of  de^^pair.  ^  u^inius  might  ha^e 
made  himself  master  oi  the  em[Mie.  He  did 
not  esteem  Galba,  and  hated  Xero ;  theiefme, 
without  declaring  in  laTour  of  the  fonner,  he 
waited  the  event,  resolved  to  do  his  coontrjr  all 
the  service  possible.  This  man  sevend  tunea 
vefiised  the  sovereignty,  and  died  in  the  office 
of  coQsol  under  Nerva. 

Had  the  tyrant  been  possessed  ot  the  least 
d^ree  of  courage,  perhaps  he  might  have 
been  able  to  dissipate  the  storm.  But,  fiur 
fifom  taking  any  measures,  or  even  forming  a 
vigorous  resolution,  he  only  showed  a  torpid 
pusillanimity.  Xymphidius,  who  was  joint  com- 
mander of  the  praetorian  guards  with  Tigelli- 
nus,  corrupted  tnose  troops,  by  promising  them 
inunense  sums  in  Galba's  name ;  and  Xero,  a- 
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Dv  nis  guards, 
m  in  the  hou< 


of  a  f  reedman.  The 
senate  assonbling,  declared  him  an  enemy  to 
the  state,  and,  as  such,  condemned  him  to  be  pu- 
nished, according  to  the  ancknt  fmode^  and  pro- 
claimed Galba  emperor.  This  dreadful  news 
was  carried  to  Xero  by  the  fineedman,  who  ex- 
plained to  him  what  was  meant  by  the  ancient 
mode^  that  the  criminal  should  lie  tied  to  a 
beam,  and  beaten  to  death  with  roads.  Unable 
to  bear  the  thoughts  of  such  a  punishment, 
Xero,  with  tremblmg  hand,  tried  tne  points  of 
two  daggers  ;  but,  disarmed  by  his  cowardice, 
he  cried  out,  that  the  fatal  hour  was  not  yet 
ccuie.  However,  a  party  of  soldiers  coming  to 
seize  him,  he  was  obliged  to  have  recourse  to 
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the  last  remedy,  and,  summoning  up  his  cou* 
rage,  presented  the  point  of  his  £igger,  at  the 
same  time  calling  for  the  assistance  of  his  se- 
cretary, by  whose  aid  he  plunged  it  into  his 
throat.  Thus  died  Nero  at  the  age  of  thirty, 
leaving  behind  him  a  name  which  seems  to  ex« 
press  the  utmost  depravity  of  human  nature. 

With  him  ended  the  family  of  Augustus* 
A  Tiberius,  a  Caligula,  a  Claudius,  a  Nero  ] 
These  were  the  men  for  whom  Augustus  had 
usurped  the  empire  of  the  world,  for  whom 
Rome  had  subdued  so  many  nations.  These 
were  the  masters,  whom  opulence,  corruption 
of  manners,  the  contempt  of  virtue,  and  pre^ 
valence  of  vice  had,  for  a  long  series  of  years, 
been  preparing  for  the  Romans ! 


GALEA.    OTHO.    VITELLIUS, 


' »  I 


Aftxr  the  defeat  of  Vindex,  Galba,  ims^ining      es. 
that  he  was  ruined,  withdrew  to  a  city  in  Spain,  ^^^Ji^JJ?* 
and  was  even  thinking  of  laying  violent  hands 
on  himself,  when  he  received  tne  news  of  the 
revolution.     Anxious  to  take  the  advantage  of 
the  change  in  affairs,  but  being  old,  rigid,  and 
so  severe  an  economist,  that  he  approached  to 
avarice ;  incapable  of  conforming  to  circum- 
stances ;  too  feeble  at  the  age  of  seventy-three 
to  support  the  weight  of  government,  it  wa*  to 
liim  inevitable  destruction.    Let  us  take  a  cur* 
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sory  view  of  his  faults,  that  we  may  see  the 
source  of  his  misfortunes. 
i)iww»jjp»     Nothing  could  be  so  hazardous  as  to  pro- 
tiie  hatred  o£Vbke  the  army,  since  they  had  lately  bestowed 
tiieanny.  ^^  imperial  dignity,  and  could  easily  resume 
the  gift.  However,  Galba  was  scarcely  arrived  in 
Italy,  when  he  caused  a  legion  of  marines  to  be 
massacred,  who  had  been  newly  raised,  and^had 
appUed  to  him  for  a  confirmation  of  their  esta- 
blishment.   The  preetorian  guards  expected  the 
whole,  or  at  least  a  part  oF  the  money,  which 
had  been  promised  to  them;  but  he  dashed 
their  hopes,  by  saying.  That  an  emperor  chooses^' 
does  not  purchase^  his  soldiers.    From  that  mo- 
ment they  became  his  enemies.   Could  he  hope 
to  reign  without  them  ? 
Tbtpeojik      On  the  other  hand,  the  people,  whom  the 
««p*M«-  presents  and  entertainments  of  Nero  had  made 
insensible  of  his  tyranny,  murmured  at  the  ava- 
^  rice  of  a  prince  who  refused  them  the  same  a- 

musements.     A  number  of  citizens,  who  were 
I  stripped  of  the  fortunes  which  they  had  acquir- 

ed auring  the  last  reign,  were  provoked  at  their 
being  ruined.    These   proceedings  were  the 
more  imprudent,  as  a  number  of  acts  of  injus- 
I  tice  had  obscured  the  few  instances  in  which 

the  proceeding  was  truly  equitable.    Nymphi- 
I  dius  naving  formed  a  party  to  raise  himself  to 

the  empire,  Galba  ordered  a  number  of  people 
of  rank,  who  were  accused  without  evidence, 
to  be  put  to  military  execution.  He  spared  the 
infamous  Tigellinus,  while  he  exercised  his  se- 
verity against  men  who  were  much  less  hate- 
ful. Terrified  at  the  smallest  expense,  he  wink- 
ed at  the  extortions  of  three  of  his  agents,  who 
set  every  thing  to  sale,  and  greedily  seized  the 
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opportunity  of  enriching  themselves.  He  seem- 
ed then  not  to  be  a  miser  or  economist,  but  to 
procure  the  means  for  his  ministers  to  make 
rich  by  their  rapacity. 

The  army  in  Germany  were  already  desirous q-^^^^, 
to  have  another  emperor,  that  is  to  say,  they  iW*^ 
roposed  to  elect  one,  and  the  revolt  could  not 
ail  to  prove  contagious.  Galba,  sensible  of 
his  own  weakness,  required  the  support  of  Piso, 
who  was  less  distin^ished  by  his  illustrious 
birth  than  by  his  emnient  virtues,  and  therefore 
adopted  him.  His  advice  to  Piso,  as  given  by 
Tacitus,  is  worthy  of  a  sage.  Exhorting  him  to 
conduct  himself  with  prudence  and  modera- 
tion, *  This  is  not  the  country  where  one  fami- 
ly governs,  aijd  all  the  rest  are  slaves, '  said  he, 
*  you  are  to  reign  over  men,  who  can  neither 
endwe  total  subjection  nor  perfect  liberty.  * 
Piso  had  no  opportunity  to  put  his  advice  in 
practice. 

There  was  a  seditious  person  so  provoked  otho  ibroM 
by  the  preference  which  Galba  had  given  to  •"fcT* 
Piso,  that  he  conspired  to  destroy  them  both.  ■«««>9*>>« 
This  rival  was  Otho,  the  husband  of  Poppsea,   *™ 
and  the  favourite  of  Nero,  before  the  emperor 
was  seduced  by  his  wife.     He  was  infamous 
for  his  luxury  and  debauchery,  immersed  in 
debt  to  the  amount  of  two  hundred  millions  of 
sesterces,^  and  reduced  to  a  situation  from 
whence  he  had  no  means  to  extricate  himself, 
but  by  striking  a  desperate  stroke.     To  fall  in 
battle,  or  by  the  hand  of  justice,  he  said,  was 
to  him  nearly  the  same  thing ;  and  his  friends 
and  slaves  advised  him  to  run  every  hazard. 

— — — — — — ~ — ^-^— 

^  •  About  ^1^14^583  Eogliab. 
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He  was  likewise  encouraged  by  the  promifles 
of  astrologers,  '  a  kind  of  men/  says  Tacitus^ 
'  who  impose  upon  people  of  rank  by  seducing 
promises ;  who  are  always  disapproved  of  in 
our  country,  but  still  encouragecL '  They  pro- 
mised the  empire  to  Otho,  and  there  was  no* 
thing  he  was  more  willing  to  believe. 
^     .  Two  enterprising  soldiers  undertook  to  nuu 

by  the    nafine  the  conspiracy,  and  kmdled  the  flame  of 
rebellion.    On  the  daj  appointed,  Otho  was 
carried  to  the  praetorian  camp,  where  he  was 
proclaimed  by  the  soldiery,  and  the  officers 
Fim  aod    were  hurried  away  by  the  torrent.    Piso  and 
JJJj^  Galba  were  murdered  in  attempting  to  put  a 
stop  to  the  disturbance ;  and  Otno  took  a  plea* 
sure  in  looking  attentively  at  their  heads  he^ 
smeared  in  blood.     On  the  contrary,  Galba 
made  use  of  the  following  expression,  which 
was  worthy  of  a  ^reat  man,  to  a  soldier,  who 
was  boasting  of  his  having  killed  Otho.    Pray^ 
who  gave  you  orders  f     The  proscriptions,  Bna 
the  cruelty  which  had  been  exercised  by  those 
emperors  who  succeeded  to  Augustus,  had  so 
entirely  extinguished  the  ancient  &milies,  that 
from  the  time  of  Galba,  there  was  not  one  em- 
peror who  was  descended  from  them. 
Viteiiiw        -^^  the  time  that  Otho,  who  had  found  no 
jj'gjjjjjjf  difficulty  in  getting  himself  acknowledged  by 
Ui» ikm,'  the  senate,  was  receiving  the  usual  homage  of 
flattery,  the  sovereign  power  was  seized  oy  a 
competitor.    Before  the  murder  of  Galba,  the 
legions  in  Germany  had  proclaimed  their  com^ 
mander,   Vitellius,  emperor,  whose  infamous 
conduct  during  his  youth,  which  was  spent  in 
company  with  Tiberius,  would  have  been  suf- 
ficient to  have  rendered   liim  contemptible, 
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though  he  had  not  added  new  proofs  of  his 
worthlessness,  gluttony,  drunkenness,  mean^ 
ness,  and  every  abject  vice.  Some  of  the  Gauls 
had  declared  in  his  favour ;  and  his  want  of  a^ 
bilities  to  carry  on  the  war,  were  to  be  made 
up  by  the  talents  of  his  ^nerals,  Yalens  and 
Cecina.  Otho,  who  had  the  citizens  of  Rome, 
the  praetorian  guards,  and  many  legions  on  his 
side,  and  whose  elevation  seemed  to  give  scope 
to  his  genius,  that  appeared  hitherto  to  have 
been  sunk  in  effeminacy,  ^ prepared  to  oppose 
them. 

From  the  time  that  Augustus  had  got  the  w* 
whole  power  into  his  hands,  by  means  of  his  bSS"" 
address  and  violence,  the  art  of  war  was  for- 
^tten  in  Italy.  The  prsetorian  ^ards  led  an 
idle  licentious  life,  and  their  debauchery  was 
increased  by  the  sums  continually  lavished  up- 
on them  by  the  emperors,  as  the  only  means  of 
attaching  them  to  their  service.  The  senators 
and  knights  were  so  ignorant  of  discipline,  that 
their  preparations  seemed  rather  fitted  for 
splendid  festivals,  than  the  severities  of  a  cam- 
pai^.  The  whole  city  was  filled  with  terror, 
and  the  idea  of  war  was  only  pleasing  to  those 
I'estless  spirits,  and  men  of  ruined  fortunes, 
who  placed  their  whole  hopes  in  the  public 
calamities.  The  time  was  now  over,  when 
Rome,  though  corrupted,  still  aboimded  with 
heroes. 

The  first  hostilities  were  unfavourable  to    Batde 
VitelUus.     Cecina  was  obliged   to  raise  the  BedriLam. 
siege  of  Flacentia,  and  received  a  very  im- 
portant check  before  he  was  joined  by  his  col- 
league ;  and  when  they  met,  they  despised  and 
mutually  reviled  one  another.    Otho  was  ad« 


204  THE  HISTORY 

vised  to  temporize,  which  was  certainly  the  best 
thing  he  could  do  in  his  present  circumstances; 
hut  tired  with  suspence,  and  perhaps  dreadiii|[ 
that  his  adherents  would  cool,  he  was  resolved 
to  venture  an  engagement;  hut  what  was  a 
more  surprising  fault,  he  did  not  appear  theie 
in  person.  He  was  persuaded  hy  his  flatterers 
to  withdraw,  while  the  army  fought  in  his 
cause.  Part  of  the  praetorian  guards  attended 
him,  hut  the  rest  of  the  army  could  neither 
show  the  same  ardour,  nor  preserve  the  same 
discipline  in  his  ahsence ;  and,  though  com- 
manded  by  two  experienced  generals,  they  no 
longer  continued  m  subjection.  At  last,  the 
battle  fought  at  Bedriacum,  between  Mantua 
and  Cremona,  was  decided  in  favour  of  Vitel- 
lius,  where  above  forty  thousand  men  fell  on 
both  sides.  In  the  civil  wars,  no 'advantage 
was  to  be  gained  by  taking  prisoners,  because 
they  were  not  made  slaves,  which  occasioned 
more  dreadful  carnage.  The  news  of  the  de- 
feat was  brought  b^  a  soldier,  who,  findings 
himself  accused  of  imposture  and  falsehood^ 
confirmed  the  intelligence  by  killing  himself  at 
the  feet  of  Otho. 
ouio  The  emperor  bein^  resolved  not  to  survive  a 

J^'jI'IJJ^  defeat,  persisted  in  his  desi&;n,  notwithstanding 
<^^d^  the  entreaties  of  his  friends  and  the  soldiers, 
pleading  motives  of  generosity,  to  which  it  is 
not  easy  to  give  creait.  Like  Cato,  he  gave 
his  last  orders  with  the  greatest  composure, 
and  employed  himself  with  providing  tor  the 
safety  of  his  adherents,  after  which  he  stabbed 
himself  with  his  dagger.  A  number  of  his 
soldiers,  from  affection  to  his  {)crson,  put  them- 
selves to  death.   He  reigned  only  three  months. 
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The  mildness  of  his  government  during  that 
short  space,  does  not  prevent  our  suppos- 
ing, that  if  he  had  got  himself  once  firmly 
established  on  the  throne,  he  would  have  fol- 
lowed the  example  of  Nero,  since  he  was  guilty 
of  the  same  vices.  When  men  are  anxious  to 
secure  dominion,  they  make  a  good  beginning; 
but  when  they  have  no  dangers  to  apprehend, 
give  themselves  up  to  every  species  of  wick- 
edness. 

In  the  mean  time,  Vitellius,  who  was  still  less  ^^^!^" 
worthy  of  reigning,  received  information,  ac-  *  n«t.  " 
cording  to  the  usual  form,  while  he  was  in 
Gaul,  that  the  senate  had  conferred  upon  him 
the  sovereign  authority.  He  immediately  pass- 
ed into  Italy,  and,  without  deigning  to  save 
appearances,  indulged  himself  in  the  cruel  plea- 
sure of  visiting  the  field  of  battle,  which  was 
still  covered  with  the  bodies  of  the  dead.  Some 
of  his  courtiers  nauseating  the  stench  of  the 
carcases ;  A  dead  enemy  always  smells  xvell^  said 
he,  but  more  especially  a  citizen  ;  an  abominable 
expression,  which  conveys  every  idea  of  the 
most  horrid  barbarity.  Rome  was  now  go- 
verned by  a  stupid  brutal  tyrant,  who  was 
always  immersed  either  in  wine  or  blood ; 
whose  gluttony  swallowed  millions  ;  whose  pa- 
lace was  daily  filled  with  bacchanalian  riots ; 
and  whose  soldiers,  following  the  example  of 
their  master,  indulged  in  every  species  of  de- 
bauchery, and  spread  terror  and  confusion  all 
round  them.  To  give  a  perfect  idea  of  him  at 
one  stroke,  let  us  add,  that  he  paid  extraordi- 
nary honour  to  the  memory  of  Nero. 

Such  a  reign  could  not  last  long,  at  a  time  VctpiauiB, 
when  the  empire  was  given  or  taken  away  at       "*** 
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the  pleasure  of  the  army ;  and  Vitellius  was 
very  soon  threatened  by  v  espasian.  This  gene- 
ral, the  son  of  a  petty  tax-gatherer,  had  rais* 
ed  himself  imperceptibly  under  Caligula  and 
Claudius,  by  mean  servilities.  For  the  great 
fortunes  even  of  men  of  merit,  have  scarcely 
ever  any  other  origin  in  the  courts  of  bad  princes. 
In  one  word,  he  rose  under  the  auspices  of  Nar- 
cissus, and,  by  his  means,  arrived  at  the  consul- 
ship.  Though  not  so  fawning  during  the  reign 
of  Nero,  whose  ridiculous  fancies  he  did  not 
flatteri  he  obtained  the  command  of  the  army 
in  the  war  against  the  Jews,  of  which  we  shaU 
^ive  an  account  in  the  sequel.  He  carried  on 
this  war  with  equal  courage  and  ability,  when 
three  sudden  revolutions  smoothed  the  way 
for  an  enterprise,  which  he  could  not  have 
formed  but  with  anxious  apprehension,  or  ra- 
ther which  was  formed  by  other  people.  The 
pretended  oracles  which  promised  him  the  em- 
pire, and  the  sacrilegious  application  of  the 
prophecies  concerning  our  Saviour,  which  was 
maae  to  him  by  Josephus,  ought  to  be  reck- 
oned either  political  stratagems,  the  artifices 
of  flattery,  or  the  dreams  of  superstitious  cre- 
dulity. 

The  legions  which  served  in  the  East  being 
_  in  jealous  at  seeing  every  thing  disposed  of  by  the 
'S»eLl  others,  were  desirous  in  their  turn  to  choose 
an  emperor ;  and  Vespasian  was  persuaded  by 
Mucianus,  governor  of  Syria,  to  seize  this  op- 
portunity. Being  proclaimed  by  his  soldiers 
in  Egypt,  Syria,  and  Judea,  he  was  acknow- 
ledged all  over  the  East.  Mucianus  began  his 
march,  and  was  preceded  by  Antonius  Rrinras, 
with  the  armies  of  Ma^ia,  Fannonia,  and  Dal- 
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matia.  Till  he  was  roused  by  the  noide  of  war, 
Vitellius  did  not  wake  from  his  lethargy,  when 
he  immediately  ordered  his  generals  Cecina  and 
Valens  to  oppose  the  enemy  ;  but  the  first  of 
them  was  a  traitor,  and  the  other  a  debauchee, 
whose  retinue  was  a  perfect  seraglio.  Primus 
gained  a  battle  at  the  gates  of  Cremona,  which 
was  followed  by  the  taking  of  the  town,  when 
he  delivered  it  up  to  be  plundered  without 
mercy,  by  his  soldiers,  and  afterwards  reduced 
to  asnes. 

Vespasian  everjr  where  met  with  the  readiest  s*i^ty 
submission,  of  which  the  weak  Vitellius  either  vkeOiiu. 
was  ignorant  himself,  or  wanted  to  keep  the 
people  in  ignorance.  He  continued  to  nve  as 
if  the  country  had  been  in  perfect  tranquillity, 
without  abating  either  in  his  debaucheries  or 
luxury,  lavishly  granting  privileges  and  immu- 
nities  for  money,  and  dissipating  his  wealth  in 
procuring  disgraceful  and  pernicious  pleasures. 
However,  as  tne  danger  became  pressing,  and 
the  soldiers  called  loudly  for  the  emperor,  he 
went  to  the  camp ;  but  that  only  servea  to  make 
him  more  contemptible ;  and  he  very  soon  quit- 
ted it  in  a  p^nic,  which  deprived  him  of  all 
reflection.  The  inhabitants  of  Rome,  rather 
affected  at  the  sight  of  his  humiUation,  than 
from  attachment  to  his  person,  testified  great 
anxiety  to  serve  him ;  but  he  knew  not  how  to 
profit  by  it. 

Primus  passed  the  Apennines  in  the  month      He 
of  December,  without  meeting  any  obstruc-  AumM^ 
tion  but  what  was  presented  to  him  by  nature.  ^TSSST" 
The  emperor  being  reduced  to  the  necessity  of 
dying  or  resigning,  he  chose  the  part  best  suit- 
ed to  his  imbeciUty,  and  accepted  such  terms  as 
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were  dictated  to  him  bjFlavius  Sabinus,  prsB- 
feet  of  Borne,  and  eldest  brother  of  Vespasian, 
obliging  himself  to  resign  the  empire  for  a  coo- 
siderable  pension,  with  the  liberty  of  ending  his 
days   in  peace    in   the  coimtry  of  Campania. 
Having  concluded  the  treaty,  he  went  to  read  it 
to  the  people ;   and,  after  recommending  all  his 
family  to  them,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  gave  up 
his  sword,  and  wanted  to  strip  himself  of  every 
badge  of  authority.     This  melancholy  spectacle 
softened  the  hearts  of  the  people,  and  roused 
them  to  oppose  it.    They  prevented  him  from 
executing  nis  purpose,  and  compelled  him  to 
return  to  nis  palace.   Sabinus  was  attacked,  and^ 
having  lost  some  of  his  soldiers,  retired  to  the 
Capitol,  where  he  was  besieged  by  the  GermaOL 
cohorts,  who  set  fire  to  the  gates.     The  temple 
of  Jupiter  was  consumed;  and,  Sabinus  bem^ 
taken  prisoner,  was  dragged  to  the  feet  of  Vi- 
tellius,  where  he  was  cut  in  pieces,   notwith- 
standing the  efforts  of  the  emperor  to  soften 
the  enraged  soldiery. 
R««B^Mn     All  hope  of  conciliatory  measures  were  then 
"**  at  an  end.    Primus  arrived,  and,  carrying  all 
before  him,  took  possession  of  the  city,  while 
they  were  celebratmg  the  foolish  licentions  fes- 
tival of  the  Saturnalia.    Tacitus  tells  us,  that  all 
the  slaughter  and  horrors  of  this  action  did  not 
put  a  stop  to  the  amusements  of  the  people. 
This  anecdote  serves  to  give  an  idea  of  tne  Ko- 
mans  in  their  disgraceful  humiliation,  when  de- 
Until    based  by  universal  corruption.     Vitellius  beine 
vitdLaa.  surprised  in  the  cell  of  a  slave,  where  he  had 
concealed  himself,  became  the  sport  of  those 
very  people  who  had  shown  such  a  zealous  at- 
tachment to  him  a  little  before.     AVith  a  rope 
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about  his  neck,  his  hands  tied  behind  him,  and 
his  robe  disgracefully  torn,  he  was  brought  into 
the  forum  as  a  wicked  criminal.  He  was  loaded 
with  reproaches,  bespattered  with  dirt,  and  put 
to  death  by  a  thousand  torments  ;  after  which 
his  head  was  fixed  upon  a  lance,  and  his  body 
dragged  with  a  hook  into  the  Tiber.  What  a 
death  for  an  emperor !  Thus  we  see,  that  even 
in  the  most  polished  nations,  when  Ucentious- 
ness  has  .thrown  down  all  regard  for  laws  and 
morals,  spectacles  are  sometimes  presented  to 
our  view,  which  we  could  not  thmk  possible 
in  ages  of  the  greatest  barbarity. 


VESPASIAN. 


REMARKABLE   GOVERNMENT    OF  VESPASIAN.      WAR 
OF  JUDEA,  AND  TAKING  OF  JERUSALEM. 

Yespasian,  though  absent,  was  acknowledged      eo.. 
emperor.   Mucianus,  who  flattered  himself  mat  a^SSk^- 
it  was  by  his  means,  exercised  the  whole  au-  •*  ^""v^^* 
thority  at  Rome,  and,  for  some  time,  this  unfor- 
tunate  city  experienced  all  the  cruelties  which 
usually  follow  conquest.  Primus,  to  whom  Ves- 
pasian was  really  indebted  for  his  success,  was 
an  object  of  jealousy  in  the  eyes  of  the  haughty 
Mucianus,  and  no  longer  interfered  in  pm)Iic 
affairs ;  for,  in  courts,  merit  without  interest  va- 
nishes in  an  instant. 

The  emperor  was  waiting  in  Alexandria  for  a  MSndei 
fair  wind  to  bring  him  to  Itome.    The  Alexan-  ""wS  *^ 

VOL.  II.  o 
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driaiis  having  declared  in  his  favour  fiom  the 
beginning,  expected  considerable  gratifications, 
but  were  di^usted  by  his  economy,  which  had 
a  tincture  ofavarice.  However,  two  pretended 
miracles,  mentioned  by  Tacitus,  on  the  authori- 
ty of  living  witnesses,  put  a  stop  to  their  mur- 
murs. Two  men,  the  one  blina  and  the  other 
lame,  being  inspired  by  the  g^  Serapis,  en- 
treated him  to  anoint  the  eyes  of  the  one  with 
his  spittle,  and  to  press  the  hand  of  the  other 
with  his  foot.  After  some  reluctance  he  con- 
sented, and  the  patients  were  cured. 

Bzpi^tion  The  miracles  of  false  religion  are  conunonlj 
tkii  hcL  ascribed  to  the  interposition  of  the  devil,  as  if 
knavery,  falsehood,  and  credulity,  could  not  fur- 
nish a  more  probable  explanation.  Vespasian 
either  suffered  himself  to  be  deceived,  or  was 
pleased  to  deceive  others.  The  evidences  men- 
tioned by  Tacitus  might  have  been  of  that  kind 
of  men  who  are  always  surrounded  by  wonders, 
and  vouch  for  them  as  if  they  had  been  eye- 
witnesses. History  affords  examples  of  them  in 
abundance :  But  the  true  religion,  whose  mi- 
racles are  stamped  with  the  seal  of  Divine  tes- 
timonjr,  ought  to  reject  all  the  fables  of  su- 
perstition and  imposture. 
Wj^      A  prodij^  of  a  different  kind  was  to  see  Rome, 

adi^i£te.  after  having  been  under  the  tyranny  of  seven 
"^  monsters,  drenched  in  blood,  at  last  under  the 
authority  of  an  emperor  who  was  worthy  of 
that  name ;  and  Vespasian,  who  had  formerly 
been  the  mean  flatterer  of  tyrants,  make  him- 
self esteemed  and  respected  for  every  princely 
quality.  Modest,  industrious,  and  constantly 
attentive  to  the  cares  of  government,  he  endea- 
voured to  restore  that  order  in  the  management 
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of  public  affiBtirs,  which  had  been  subverted  by 
tyranny  and  discord.  Without  flattering  their 
passions,  he  restored  discipline  in  *the  army ; 
recovered  the  ancient  lustre  of  the  senate  by 
discarding  unworthy  members,  and  giving  it  a 
share  in  tne  administration ;  put  an  end  to  very 
great  evils,  by  the  prudent  administration  of 
justice ;  by  example,  which  has  greater  influence 
than  the  laws,  checked  the  luxury  which  pre^ 
vailed  at  their  tables ;  and  corrected  licentious 
manners  by  prudent  regulations.  Without  ei- 
ther pride  or  haughtiness,  he  showed  his  sove- 
reignty in  nothing  so  much  as  in  labouring  for 
the  good  of  the  public ;  and  it  is  by  such  con- 
duct that  a  monarch  deserves  his  power. 

Yet  he  has  been  censured  for  a  passion  which 
even  disCTaces  private  life,  the  love  of  money. 
He  has  likewise  been  charged  with  selling  offi- 
ces and  pardons;  with  having  increased  the 
taxes, .  ana  employing  severe  avaricious  men  in 
collecting  the  revenues,  with  a  design  of  squeez- 
ing them  like  sponges,  and  condemning  them 
when  they  had  amassed  considerable  fortunes. 
His  son,  Titus,  having  disapproved  of  a  tax  up- 
on urine,  the  emperor  presented  him  with  the 
first  sum  which  was  collected  from  it,  and  ask- 
ed him.  If  the  money  had  a  bad  smell?  The  apo- 
logists for  his  conduct  vindicated  him,  by  say- 
ing, that  he  was  compelled  to  it  from  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  times,  for  the  finances  were  en- 
tirely exhausted ;  and  alleged  the  excellent  uses 
to  which  he  dedicated  his  revenues  ;  in  adorn- 
ing the  city,  mending  highways,  relieving  the 
necessitous,  restoring  the  fortunes  of  decayed 
senators,  and  bestowing  splendid  rewards  upon 
men  of  learning  and  ingenious  artiste.    But  it 
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is  impossible  to  vindicate  odious  exactirais, 
which  rather  resemble  the  extortions  of  a  ta  v- 
gatherer  than  the  imposts  of  a  prince.  It  was 
not  necessary  to  assign  a  pension  of  a  hundred 
thousand  sesterces  *  to  the  professors  of  elo- 
auence,  nor  to  bestow  a  reward  of  five  hundred 
tnousand  sesterces  f  upon  a  poet,  as  was  done 
by  Vespasian.  No  imposts  should  be  levied  up- 
on  the  people  but  wnat  the  necessities  of  the 
state  require. 
Ht  This  prince,  though  so  liberal  to  poets  and 
'"^'^  cnrators,  banished  philosophers,  as  enemies  of 
monarchy.  It  mast  be  owned,  that,  under  the 
mask  of  Stoicism,  a  number  ran  into  blameable 
excesses.  Demetrius,  a  Cynic,  had  the  teme- 
rity to  continue  in  Rome,  and  even  to  come 
into  the  emperor's  presence,  without  showing^ 
the  least  token  of  respect.  Vespasian  sent  him 
the  following  message  :  You  do  "what  you  can  ta 
provoke  me  to  put  you  to  deaths  but  I  do  not  kUt 
every  dog  that  barks. 

However,  he  banished  Helvidius  Priscus,  the 
iuhhm  son-in-law  and  imitator  of  the  virtues  of  Tlira- 
sea,  whose  only  crime  was  a  love  of  liberty  too 
zealous  to  be  indulged  under  a  monarch.  He 
behaved  with  more  generosity  to  Metius  Pom-> 
potianus,  who  had  been  represented  to  him  as  a 
dangerous  rival.  He  raised  him  to  the  consul- 
ship, saying.  If  he  becomes  emperor^  he  will  re- 
member  my  kindnesses. 

iiffSZvi     '"^'^^  important  wars  ended  happily.    The 

«^(iMk'])atavi,  led  on  by  Civilis,  one  of  the  most  dis- 

"•  tinguished  men  of  that  country,  had  shaken  off 

the  Roman  yoke.    The  Gauls,  excited  by  their 
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druidsy  and  H  detestation  of  slavery,  likewise 
revolted ;  and  their  leader,  Classicus,  having 
assumed  the  bad^s  of  authority,  preceded  by 
lictors,  compellea  the  legions  to  take  the  oatn 
of  allegiance  to  the  Gallic  empire.  Seven  le- 
gions were  sent  to  suppress  the  rebellion  on 
the  Rhine,  which  was  too  great  a  force  to  be  re- 
sisted by  a  people  divided  among  themselves, 
and  therefore  the  ^eatest  part  of  them  readily 
submitted  ;  but  Civilis  continued  steady,  gain- 
ing several  advantages,  and  sustaining  some 
losses,  till  he  saw  that  the  Batavi  were  tired  of 
such  a  dangerous  war,  and  then  submitted  to 
Cerialis,  a  man  of  abilities,  sometimes  negli- 
gent,  but  almost  always  fortunate. 

The  war  against  the  Jews,  the  most  famous 


Stale 


which  is  recorded  in  history,  was  likewise  end-  ^""^ 
ed  this  year.  That  people,  who  hated  and  de-  ''^Jm* 
spised  every  other  nation  as  much  as  they  were 
universally  hated  and  despised,  were  in  nothing 
respectable  but  their  being  the  depositaries  <h 
revelation,  which,  however,  did  not  prevent 
them  from  sinking  into  the  grossest  supersti- 
tion ;  and  were  too  weak  and  contemptiole  to 
act  a  distinguished  part  in  politics,  ^^en  they 
were  freed  from  a  tedious  captivity,  they  put 
themselves  under  the  government  of  their  high- 
priests.  Pompey  had  subjected  them  to  Rome, 
after  having  taKen  Jerusalem,  and  put  an  end 
to  the  quarrel  between  the  two  brothers,  Hjrr- 
canus  and  Aristobulus,  who  contended  for  the 
principality.  The  cruel  Herod,  an  adherent  of 
Antony,  and  afterwards  protected  by  Augus- 
tus for  a  long  time,  bore  the  title  of  king ;  but 
the  tyranny  of  his  son,  Archelaus,  provoked 
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Augustus,  who  banished  him,  and  reduced  Ju- 
dea  into  a  Roman  province. 
P*«H«»  Frequent  rebellions,  chiefly  occasioned  by  fiu 
tiwjcfn.  naticism,  brought  the  greatest  misery  upon  the 
Jews.  They  believed  mat  the  whole  world  was 
to  be  subjected  to  them.  Not  knowing  the  true 
Messiah,  who  had  been  foretold  by  their  pro- 
phets, and  whose  mysteries  had  been  accom- 
plished, they  daily  expected  in  his  stead  a  deli- 
verer worthy  of  tneir  stupid  prejudices;  so  that 
whoever  pleased  to  present  himself  as  such, 
could  easuy  kindle  a  rebellion.  The  Pharisees, 
resting  their  power  on  a  heap  of  superstitions, 
preserved  the  fire  of  enthusiasm,  and  accused  of 
idolatry  all  who  did  not  concur  in  their  opi- 
nions and  religious  ceremonies.  They  looked 
with  horror  upon  the  standards  of  the  legions 
and  the  images  of  the  emperors ;  and  their  pre- 

^'udices  and  national  character  contributed  e^ual- 
y  to  light  up  a  flame  in  Judea  upon  the  slight- 
est occasion. 
akirtrf  Nero  sent  Vespasian  to  reduce  that  rebellious 
people.  He  had  completed  the  conquest  of 
the  whole  kingdom,  except  the  capital,  when, 
being  proclaimed  emperor,  he  followed  where 
fortune  led  the  way,  leaving  the  war  to  be 
continued,  and  Jerusalem  taken,  by  his  eldest 
son  Titus.  The  ruin  of  tliat  unfortunate  city 
was  more  owing  to  the  Jews  than  to  the  Ro- 
mans. The  Jews,  divided  among  themselves, 
and  inflamed  with  inveterate  hatred  against  one 
another,  became  their  own  executioners.  The 
most  prudent  among  them  were  desirous  to 
submit ;  but  a  mad  mction,  who  took  the  name 
of  Zealots,  obstinately  persisted,  and  tyrannized 
over  their  own  people,  at  the  very  time  that 
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they  were  provoking  the  vengeance  of  the  ene- 
my. The  city  was  filled  with  an  innumerahle 
multitude,  and  rivers  of  hlood  were  perpetual- 
ly flowing  from  their  internal  dissentions.  The 
!^ealots  even  formed  different  parties  among 
themselves,  and  showed  greater  uiveteracy  a- 

linst  one  another,  than  against  the  Romans* 

b  complete  all  these  horrors,  they  were  af- 
flicted by  a  dreadful  famine,  in  wnich  every 
thine  served  for  food ;  and  a  mother  was  known 
to  kul  her  own  son,  in  order  to  devour  him* 
The  fanatics,  resting  their  faith  upon  false  pro- 
phets, bid  defiance  to  every  suffering,  danger, 
and  death.  Titus  having  fruitlessly  employed 
every  gentle  means  to  prevail  with  them  to 
surrender,  at  last  took  the  place  by  storm;  The 
temple  was  given  up  to  the  flames,  and  Jeru^a^ 
lem  Duried  tor  ever  in  ruins. 

The  historian,  Josephus,  who  had  forsaken  Hamufa  « 
his  countrymen  to  serve  in  the  Roman  army,    u^ 
reckons  eleven  hundred  thousand  Jews  to  have  «c Jowpta, 
perished  in  the  course  of  this  siege ;  but  Sueto. 
nius  and  Cornelius  Nepos  lessen  the  munber 
almost  one  half.  The  history  of  Josephus  bears 
such%evident  tokens  of  flattery,  credulity,  and 
exaggeration,  that  we  cannot  help  refusing  to 
give  iiim  credit  upon  many  occasions.    Does 
the  man  who  alleges  that  ne  prophesied  Ves^ 
pasian  would  be  emperor,  supposing  that  he 
was  the  person  meant  in  the  ancient  oracles, 
deserve  to  be  reckoned  among  the  number  or 
good  historians  ? 

Vespasian,  when  fifty-nine  years  of  age,  sick,  y  '^. 
and  at  the  point  of  death,  so  much  were  the    ^SST* 
duties  of  sovereignty  impressed  on  his  mind, 
attempted  to  get  up  in  his  bed,  saying,  that  an 
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emperor  should  die  standing;  and  immediately 
expired.  He  was  sometimes  so  much  above 
bemg  affected  with  vulgar  prejudices,  that  he 
used  to  laugh  at  such  as  would  have  frighteiL- 
ed  other  people.  At  sight  of  a  comet,  *  If  thk 
star  threatens  anj  one, '  said  he,  *  it  must  be 
the  king  of  Parthia,  who  has  long  hair,  and  not 
I,  who  am  bald. '  Notwithstanding,  he  believed 
in  astrology  and  divination. 
Nambering  Ulic  last  time  the  citizens  of  Rome  were 
^  numbered  was  under  his  reign.  It  is  said  that 
there  were  eighty  one  people  above  a  hundred 
years  old,  living  between  the  Apennines  and 
the  river  Po,  ofwhom  eight  were  above  a  hun- 
dred and  thirty,  and  three  of  a  hundred  and 
forty.  These  facts  are  ^;reatly  to  be  doubted  ; 
they  were  much  more  difficult  to  be  ascertain^ 
ed  at  that  time  than  at  present. 


TITUS. 


».  .  At  the  name  of  Titus,  we  find  a  secret  satis- 
ftoM  his  faction  rising  in  our  breast,  because  the  idea  of 
P^JJJ^^a  firood  prince  is  accompanied  with  tliat  of 
public  ielicity.  The  sole  purpose  of  his  reign 
was  to  diffuse  happiness ;  and,  far  from  suffer- 
ing himself  to  be  mtoxicated  by  power,  which 
^nerally  gives  a  loose  to  the  passions,  he  sacri- 
nccd  his  own  inclinations  the  moment  he  found 
himself  responsible  for  the  welfare  of  the  peo- 
ple. He  dismissed  Berenice,  daughter  of  A- 
grippa,  king  of  tlie  Jews,  with  whom  he  was 
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distractedly  in  love ;  and  dismissed  her  only, 
that  he  might  not  incur  the  censure  of  the  Ro- 
manSy  hy  marrying  a  foreigner.  The  pleasures 
of  his  youth  were  abandoned  for  the  duties  of 
government ;  and  the  desire  of  doing  good  be- 
came the  emperor's  ruling  passion.  My  friends^ 
I  hccve  last  a  day^  said  he,  upon  recollecting 
that  he  had  not  marked  it  with  any  act  of  be- 
neficence. 

The  favours  bestowed  upon  the  courtiers  Geaeroas 
might  have  proved  a  burden  to  the  people ;  g^ST^Sbc 
the  generosity  of  Titus,  therefore,  would  have  ^'"^^ 
been  less  admirable,  had  it  not  been  joined 
with  economy,  and  if,  while  he  gave  to  a  few, 
he^  had  not  been  attentive  to  the  mterest  of  all. 
His  maxim,  that  no  subject  ought  to  quit  the 
presence  of  his  sovereign  in  discontent,  is  only 
^ood  in  the  mouth  of  a  judicious  prince,  who 
knows  when  it  is  proper  to  grant,  and  when  to 
refuse,  and  can  give  a  denial  without  provok- 
ing resentment.  He  is  commended  for  haviiig 
confirmed,  without  exception,  all  the  donations 
made  by  his  predecessors;  a  proceeding  for 
which,  with  reason,  he  might  perhaps  be  cen- 
sured. It  was,  doubtless,  necessary  to  enter- 
tain the  people  with  public  diversions  ;  and  the 
stately  amphitheatre  built  by  Titus,  with  the 
shows  there  exhibited,  were  suited  to  the  taste 
of  the  Romans,  and  the  grandeur  of  the  em- 
pire. But  the  liberalities  he  bestowed  in  the 
times  of  public  calamity,  after  the  celebrated 
eruption  of  Mount  Vesuvius,  and  a  dreadful 
fire  in  Rome,  principally  deserved  to  conciliate 
the  affection  of  the  people. 

Titus,  when  he  assumed  the  office  of  pontiff,  ^s«^ 
declared,  that  in  that  quality,  he  thought  him-  ^tZ^ 
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self  under  an  obligation  to  abstain  from  imbru- 
ing his  hands  in  Koman  blood ;  and,  accord- 
ingly, he  never  shed  a  drop.  He  either  par- 
doned criminals,  or  inflict^  onlj  ^ntle  pmush- 
ments.  The  sava^  Domitian,  his  brother  and 
his  enemy,  shared  his  favours.  He  made  two 
patricians  eat  at  his  table,  who  had  been  con- 
victed of  a  conspiracy  against  him,  and  con- 
demned to  death  by  the  senate.  Informers 
were  the  only  objects  of  his  severity,  and  he 
puiged  society  ot  that  nuisance, 
ei.  This  great  prince,  who  was  styled  Ae  dAght 

His  death,  qf  mankind^  and  whose  virtues  liave  made  his 
exploits  be  forgotten,  died  at  the  age  of  forty^ 
after  a  reign  ot  two  years ;  and  left  the  empire 
to  a  monster,  under  whose  oppression  it  was 
destined  long  to  groan.   Such  is  the  deplorable 
fate  of  nations. 
ErwptSoBof     The  principal  event  in  this  reign,  was  the 
^dSS^  first  eruption  of  Mount  Vesuvius,  in  which  two 
ofFiinr    whole  cities,  Herculaneum  and  Pompeii,  were 
afterwards  hardened  into  a  solid  mass  by  the 
melted  matter   thrown  out  by  the   volcano. 
Hiny,  the  naturalist,  who  then  commanded  the 
fleet  at  Misenum,  was  desirous  of  observing 
this  dreadful  phenomenon  nearer ;  and  his  ca- 
riosity cost  him  his  life.    No  man  ever  showed 
a  grater  passion  for  study  than  he ;  at  table, 
in  the  bath,  on  a  journey,  and  even  in  the 
streets  of  Rome,  it  employed  his  attention. 
Not  to  mention  his  original  works,  he  left  be- 
hind him  a  hundred  and  sixty  port-folios,  filled 
with  extracts  from  various  authors  which  he 
had  perused.     Being  persuaded  that  some  uti- 
lity may  be  drawn  from  the  worst  books,  there 
were  none  which  he  did  not  read,  or  cause  to 


OF  THE  ROMANS.  219 

be  read  to  him.  Accordingly,  in  the  immen- 
sity of  matter  contained  in  his  Natural  History, 
the  critics  have  found  ample  subject  for  exer- 
cising their  talents.  Human  li&  would  not 
be  sufficient  for  the  examination  of  such  a  va- 
riety. 


DOMITIAN. 


In  Domitian,  brother  of  Titus,  the  bad  qua-  p^J* 
lities  of  Caligula  and  Nero  were  united.  Cruel-    mixtow 
ty  and  folly  were  his  characteristics.     In  his   fcn^Hid 
chamber  he  amused  himself  with  killing  flies ;    ^*^^' 
and  to  him  it  was  equally  a  matter  of  diver- 
sion to  kill  men.     He  assumed  the  title  of  God^ 
while  he  abandoned  himself  to  the  most  infa- 
mous vices ;  and  aflected  all  the  military  hon- 
ours, though  he  only  gave  marks  of  the  most 
shameful  cowardice.     He  promulgated  some 
good  laws ;  amon^  others,  one  prohibiting  the 
making  of  eunucns ;  and  sometimes  did  just 
and  generous  acticms ;  but  a  few  instances  of 
dissembled  virtue  served  only  to  make  his  vices 
appear  more  horrid. 

We  may  judge  of  his  heart  by  the  barbarous  iMtmc«of 
pleasure  he  once  took  of  assembling  the  princi-  maUcious 

Eal  senators  and  knights  in  a  hall  hung  with  ^"p^^^*- 
lack,  obliging  them  to  dine  amidst  all  the 
horrors  of  deatn,  and  dismissing  them  in  dread- 
ful expectation  of  becoming  the  victims  of  his 
cruelty.  After  having  sufficiently  diverted  him- 
self With  their  fears,  ne  consoled,  them  with  pre- 
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sents.  An  insurrection  in  Germany,  which  was 
soon  quelled,  furnished  the  tyrant  with  an  oppor- 
tunity of  giving  full  vent  to  his  cruelty.  Then, 
if  we  may  believe  Tacitus,  birth,  riches,  ho- 
nours, and,  above  all,  virtues,  were  converted 
into  crimes.  The  rewards  bestowed  upon  in- 
formers appeared  in  as  odious  a  light  even  as 
their  malice  ;  consulships,  priesthoods,  and  the 
most  lucrative  governments,  were  lavished  up- 
on those  execrable  monsters.  Slaves  were  brib- 
ed to  give  evidence  against  their  masters,  and, 
in  cases  of  necessity,  mends  supplied  the  place 
of  enemies.  Men  ot  the  greatest  worth  were  ex- 
•  ecuted  on  a  charge  of  nigh  treason ;  the  se- 
nate was  their  judge,  that  is,  the  involuntary 
instrument  of  tyranny. 

He  WbUm  That  no  trace  of  vutue  might  be  left,  all  the 
^^^^  philosophers  were  banished.  The  two  most 
pbcn.  celebrated  among  them,  Dion  Chrysostom  and 
Epictetus,  quitted  the  city  without  having 
wherewith  to  subsist.  The  emperor  did  not 
even  spare  the  fine  arts  and  eloauence,  which 
were  less  calculated  for  giving  nim  umbra^. 
In  a  word,  continues  Tacitus,  a  horrid  inquisi- 
tion shut  all  ears  and  mouths ;  and  people 
would  have  lost  their  memory  with  their 
speech,  had  it  been  as  much  in  their  power  to 
fc^get  as  it  was  to  be  silent.  The  Christians 
sufiered  a  persecution,  but  upon  what  motives 
it  was  raised  is  not  known  ;  profane  historians 
confounding  them  with  the  Jews, 
g^  Fear,  the  constant  attendant  of  guilt,  ceas- 

£^j^  ed  not  to  haunt  Domitian,  till  he  underwent, 
the  common  fate  of  tyrants.  A  conspiracy 
was  formed  against  him,  even  within  the  waifs 
of  his  palace  j  and  the  empress  directed  the 
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plot,  which  succeeded.  The  tyrant  was  assas- 
sinated. The  senate  ordered  his  statues  to  be 
thrown  down  ;  while  the  army  wished  to  deify 
him,  because  he  had  loaded  them  with  favours. 

Agricola,  father-  in-law  of  the  historian  Taci-  .^riecik 
tus,  one  of  the  greatest  men  of  his  age,  reflect-  "^ 
ed  honour  upon  this  reign,  by  his  conduct  and 
exploits  in  Great  Britain,  of  which  he  had  been 
made  governor  by  Vespasian.  By  a  steady  ad- 
herence to  the  rules  of  sound  pKolicy  and  virtue, 
an  intrepid  coiu*age,  and  admirable  prudence, 
he  secured  success  in  all  his  enterprises.  He 
strengthened  the  Roman  dominion  over  that 
part  of  the  island  which  was  already  conquer- 
^»  ^y  governing  with  hiunanity  and  justice, 
and  softening  the  savage  manners  of  tne  peo- 
ple, by  the  mtroduction  of  arts  and  the  con- 
veniences of  life.  He  pushed  on  his  conquests 
during  seven  successive  campaigns  ;  ana  hav- 
ing defeated  the  Caledonians,  a  people  in  the 
north  of  Scotland,  would  have  subdued  the 
whole  island,  had  he  not  been  recalled  by  Do- 
mitian,  who  was  jealous  of  his  glory.  Agri- 
cola,  by  a  conduct  uniformly  modest,  circum- 
spect, and  reserved,  found  means  to  escape  the 
misfortunes  to  which  virtue  and  superior  merit 
were  then  exposed.  He  died  in  peace,  and, 
from  motives  of  policy,  made  the  emperor  joint 
heir  with  his  wife  and  daughter.  Domitian's 
vanity  was  flattered  by  this  bequest,  which  he 
took  for  a  mark  of  esteem.  He  was  so  cor^ 
ruptedand  blinded  by  Jlattery^  says  Tacitus,  as 
not  to  rejlect^  that  a  good  father  never  makes  a 
good  prince  his  heir.  Aooaamt 

We  shall  finish  this  article  with  a  brief  ac-  ^«,^^ 
count  of  ApoUonius  Tyanseus,  the  celebrated  iww. 
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Pythagorean,  who  played  a  distinguished  part 
under  the  preceding  emperors,  and  whom  the 
enemies  of  Christianity  have  audaciously  com- 
pared to  Jesus  Christ ;  taking  for  truth  the  fa- 
mes related  in  his  honour  byPhilostratus,  from 
the  papers  of  one  Damis,  a  weak  man,  who 
was  a  disciple  of  that  philosopher.  In  fact, 
he  was  only  an  enthusiast,  bola,  zealous,  aus- 
tere, vain,  and  capable  of  imposing  on  the  sim- 
ple, by  pretended  prophecies  and  miracles. 
After  having  visitea  India  and  Arabia,  he 
came  to  Rome  in  the  time  of  Nero,  to  see^  as 
he  expressed  himself,  what  kind  of  beast  a  tyrant 
was. 

Hk  adriM  At  Alexandria  he  had  several  interviews  with 
Vespasian,  to  whom  he  gave  some  excellent  ad- 
vices, particularly  the  following :  *  Do  not  en- 
rich yourself  by  burdening  the  people  with 
taxes.  Gold  purchased  by  the  tears  of  your 
subjects  woula  be  fatal  and  pernicious.  The 
best  use  you  can  make  of  riches  is  to  relieve 
the  miserable,  and  preserve  to  the  wealthy 
their  lawful  possessions.  Make  the  law  your 
rule,  and  you  will  establish  good  regulations  if 
you  be  the  first  to  submit  to  them. ' 

In  the  reign  of  Domitian,  bein^  accused  by 
the  philosopher  Euphrates  of  magic  and  rebel- 
lion, he  had  the  courage  to  come  to  Rome, 
and,  it  is  pretended,  spoke  to  the  tyrant  with 
the  greatest  freedom,  without  being  punished 
for  it.  The  writer  of  his  life  assures  us,  that 
he  informed  the  people  at  Ephesus  of  the 
death  of  Domitian  the  day  that  he  was  assas- 
sinated. 

Hitdmtii.  To  complete  his  impostures,  Apollonius  re- 
solved to  conceal  his  d!eath  from  mankind ;  he 
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disappeared  on  a  sudden ;  and  it  was  given  out 
that  he  had  ascended  into  heaven.  The  his- 
tory  of  his  life  is  the  strongest  refutation  of 
his  pretensions.  We  there  find  absurdities 
whicn  clearly  demonstrate  the  imposture  :  but 
credulous  and  prejudiced  minds  are  not  star- 
tled at  absurdities ;  and,  while  Paganism  sub- 
sisted, ApoUonius  had  the  reputation  of  a  man 
peculiarly  favoured  by  heaven.  He  was  born 
about  the  beginning  of  the  Christian  era. 


NERVA. 


Nerva,  whom  the  conspirators  made  choice     m. 
of  to  succeed  Domitian,  was  a  venerable  old  •  ri^^ 
man,  of  consummate  virtue,  but  timid  and  ,Jj^*eiii- 
weak,  either  from  character,  or  the  effects  of    p«n»- 
old  age.     Though  he  governed  with  gentle'- 
ness,  justice,  and  even  punished  the  informers 
of  the  preceding  reign,  yet   in  all  these  he 
showed  himself  too  susceptible  of  impressions 
from  other  people.     In  his  conduct,  he  always 
gave  more  marks  of  pliancy  than  firmness ; 
which  made  a  man  of  consular  rank  say,  //  is 
a  misfbrtune  to  be  ruled  by  a  prince  under  whom 
nothing  is  permitted  to  any;  it  is  likewise  a  mis/or^ 
tune^  when  all  things  are  permitted  to  all.    How- 
ever,  Tacitus  commends  Nerva   for   having 
found  means  of  reconciling  two  things  pre- 
viously deemed  incompatible,  sovereignty  and 
liberty.    A  good  prince,  though  he  may  have 
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some  blemishes,  is  always  entitled  to  the  ho* 
mage  of  good  subjects. 
He  adopte  The  prsetoiian  guards,  who  could  with  diffi- 
"" '  culty  be  restrained  by  severe  discipline,  soon 
msuited  the  weakness  of  the  government.  They 
mutinied,  and  demanded  that  the  murderers  of 
Domitian  should  be  delivered  up  to  them ;  nor 
could  they  be  appeased  by  the  entreaties  or  re- 
monstrances of  the  emperor.  They  beheld  him, 
without  emotion,  present  his  throat  to  their 
swords,  and  forced  him  to  comply  with  their 

Eleasure.  After  this,  Nerva,  in  order  to  secure 
imself,  and  at  the  same  time  provide  a  sup- 
port for  the  empire,  adopted  Trajan,  of  all  men 
the  most  worthy  of  being  the  sovereign  of  the 
world.  He  was  then  carrying-on  a  war  in  Pan- 
nonia,  without  the  most  oistant  thoughts  of  his 
elevation  to  so  high  a  rank.  Trajan  governed 
some  months  in  the  emperor's  name  ;  and  had 
he  not  been  chosen  successor,  the  death  of 
Nerva  would  have  been  a  great  misfortune  to 
the  empire. 


TRAJAN. 


«•  Trajan,  a  native  of  Spain,  and  son  of  a  person 
goim>  of  consular  dignity,  was  master  of  every  ac- 
aoteSioo.  complishment  except  learning,  the  want  of 
whicn  he  compensated  by  his  esteem  for  learn- 
ed men.  A  smgle  anecdote  will  be  sufficient 
to  show  his  principles.  On  presenting  a  new 
captain  of  the  prsetorian  guards  with  a  sword. 
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as  the  badge  of  investiture.  Use  this  far  me^ 
said  the  emperor,  if  I  govern  "well ;  if  not^  em- 
ploy it  against  me.  Looking  on  himself  as  the 
nead,  not  the  master  of  the  state,  he  took  an 
oath  to  observe  the  laws.  The  only  mark  of 
distinction  between  him  and  the  senators,  was 
his  superior  assiduity  and  application  to  busi- 
ness ;  and  he  Uved  among  his  subjects  Uke  a 
father,  whose  only  aim  is  to  promote  the  hap- 
piness of  his  children.  *  Such  as  I  wished  the 
emperors  would  be  to  me  when  I  was  a  private 
person,  such  do  I  wish  to  be  to  private  persons, 
now  I  am  emperor. '  This  was  his  maxim ; 
by  it  he  regulated  his  conduct ;  and  his  reig^ 
was  the  reig^  of  justice  and  beneficence. 

He  entirely  cleared  Rome  of  those  execrable  inibnMn 
informers  who  converted  every  innocent  action  '**'*^ 
into  a  crime.  As  accusations  were  authorized 
by  law,  there  being  no  public  officer  appointed 
for  the  pro8ecuti(Mi  of  criminals,  he  increased 
the  severity  of  the  punishments  inflicted  on 
calumniators.  One  of  his  principal  cares  was 
to  prevent  the  extortions  of  whicli  the  collect- 
ors of  the  revenue  were  guilty,  under  pretence 
of  zeal  for  the  emperor's  interest.  Tlie  exche- 
quer^ says  Pliny,  wJiose  cause  is  never  bad^  but 
under  a  good  prince  was  often  nonsuited.  A  pru- 
dent economy  and  inexhaustible  treasure,  en- 
abled the  emperor  to  lessen  the  taxes,  without 
impoverishing  the  revenue. 

So  well  calculated  was  his  example  for  the  re-  PtatomfaMi 
formation  of  disorders,  that  the  people,  of  their  '^'^l^ 
own  accord,  demanded  the  expulsion  of  the  pan-   '•'^^^^ 
tomimes  or  buffoons,  whom  they  had  constrain- 
ed Nerva  to  recall ;  such  influence  has  a  wise 
prince,  who  is  the  object  of  love  and  vcnera- 

VOL.  II.  P 
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tion  to  his  subjects,  over  the  manners  of  the 

fublic,  which  often  refuse  to  bend  to  the  laws. 
lowever,  he  afterwards  restored  the  panto- 
mimes, as  the  people  could  not  long  bear  the 
want  of  that  entertainment. 

Tide  of       Domitian  had  assumed  the  title  of  God.  The 

^^^^  Romans  conferred  upon  Traian  that  of  Optimus, 

,j^5^  most  excellent,  which  he  deserved  the  more, 
by  subjoinmg  to  the  prayers  annually  offered 
up  for  his  prosperity,  this  express  condition : 
Jff^  fie  governs  in  a  manner  calculated  to  promote 
public  and  private  happiness. 

The  Dm        Nor  was  he   insensible   to  military  rfory. 

""""^  Equally  quaUfied  for  the  field  and  the  caoinet, 
he  had  an  opportunity  of  signalizing  himself 
in  the  career  of  heroes.  The  I)aci,  under  their 
king  Decebalus,  had  made  themselves  formid- 
able to  Domitian,  who,  after  marching  against 
them  from  a  motive  of  ostentation,  submitted 
to  become  their  tributary.  Trajan  was  desir- 
ous of  wiping  out  this  stain  on  the  Roman 
name ;  ana  the  Dacian  monarch  soon  fiunish- 
ed  him  with  reasons  for  renewing  the  war ;  in 
consequence  of  which,  he  reftised  the  tribute, 
put  himself  at  the  head  of  an  army,  defeated 
the  Daci,  and  forced  them  to  submit  to  humi- 
liating terms  of  peace.  The  faithless  conduct 
of  Decebahis  obliged  him  to  undertake  ano- 
ther expedition ;  and  being  resolved  to  make 
an  entire  conquest  of  the  country,  which  bor- 
Bridnovw  dcrcd  ou  Thracc  and  Msesia,  he  built  the  fa- 

Dinbt.  mous  bridge  over  the  Danube,  which,  how- 
^^     ever,  was  much  inferior  to  the  idea  given  of 

ThjM.  it  by  Dion  Cassius,  as  has  been  proved  by 
count  Marsi^li.  Decebalus  was  defeated,  and 
laid  violent  huids  on  himself ;  and  Dacia  be- 
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came  a  Roman  province,  comprehending  part 
of  Hungary,  Transilvania,  Walachia,  ana  Mol- 
davia. Trajan's  pillar,  which  is  still  standing, 
is  a  glorious  monmnent  of  his  triumph  over 
those  enemies  of  the  empire. 

Trajan  would  be  more  an  object  of  admira-  CoD^onn 
tion,  had  he  not  suffered  himself  to  be  hurried  /I 
away  by  a  dangerous  passion  for  conquest. 
Having  passed  into  Asia,  upon  some  subject  of 
complaint  given  him  by  Chosroes,  kmg  of 
Partnia,  he  spent  several  yes^  in  a  war,  of 
which  scarce  any  interesting  particulars  have 
come  to  our  knowledge,  conquered  Armenia, 
Mesopotamia,  and  Assyria,  crossed  the  Persian 
Gulf,  and  advanced  to  the  ocean,  where  he 
cried  out,  with  the  ardour  of  an  Alexander, 
If  I  "were  yomiger^  I  "would  carry  the  war  into 
India !  But  bein^  seized  by  a  distemper,  he 
was  obliged  to  ta^e  the  roaui  to  Bxrnie,  leav- 
ing the  command  to  Adrian,  who  could  not 
keep  any  of  his  acquisitions.  Permanent  con- 
quests are  sometimes  hurtful,  because  they 
cost  too  dear,  or  stir  up  too  many  enemies ; 
what  then  must  those  be  which  cannot  be  pre- 
served ? 

Trajan  ended  his  life  in  Cilicia,  after  a  reig^      in. 
of  nineteen  years.      He  is  accused  of  having    ^*i^ 
been  too  fond  of  wine ;  and,  it  is  said,  forbia    C'^'®^ 
any  orders  to  be  executed  which  he  should 
give  after  being  long  at  table.     He  is  likewise 
charged  with  being  addicted  to  unnatural  plea- 
sures.     It  is  an  amazing  prodigy,  that  the 
weaknesses  of  the  man  did  not  injure  the  du- 
ties of  the  monarch. 

Is  it  possible  that  such  a  prince,  whose  cle- 
mency deserves  so  high  encomiiuns,  can  be 

p2 
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Whether  lookcd  upon  as  a  persecutor  of  the  Christians  ? 
pJSSJtod  It  is  true,  several  martyrs  are  reckoned  up  who 
ru^^  sufiered  in  his  reign.  But  popular  commo- 
tions, the  prejudices  of  the  magistrates,  the 
hatred  entertamed  a^inst  the  Jews,  who  were 
always  ready  to  rehei,  the  idea  of  Judaism  af- 
fixed to  the  new  religion,  the  severity  of  the 
laws,  which  prohibited  the  introduction  of  fo- 
reign rites,  the  assemblies  of  the  faithful  taxed 
wim  sacrilegious  rebellion ;  all  these  concur- 
ring causes  occasioned  blood  to  be  spilt  in  se- 
veral provinces,  though  no  general  edict  had 
been  published  against  them.  The  letter  of 
Pliny,  ^vemor  of  Bithynia,  and  Trajan's  an- 
swer, with  regard  to  the  manner  in  wluch  they 
were  to  be  treated,  are  universally  known. 
Pliny  charging  them  only  with  foolish  super- 
stitions, and  attesting  the  goodness  of  tneir 
morals,  consults  the  emperor,  and  lays  before 
him  the  gentle  methods  he  had  followed,  as- 
suring him  that  numbers  of  Christians  might 
be  brought  back  to  the  established  reli^n,  if 
a  door  was  opened  for  repentance.  Trajan 
approves  his  conduct ;  adding,  that  he  is  not 
to  search  after  the  Christians ;  but  that,  if  any 
of  them  are  brcAight  before  his  tribunal,  and 
convicted,  they  are  to  be  punished ;  a  decision 
which  has  been  severely  censured.  The  fact 
is,  that  Trajan  and  Pliny,  being  unacquainted 
with  the  pvirity  of  the  Christian  religion,  which 
was  gaining  ground  every  day,  were  desirous 
of  stopping  its  progress,  but  with  as  little  effu- 
sion of  blood  as  possible. 
.™2^  Pliny  the  younger,  adopted  Boa  and  nephew 
Juvcmi,  of  the  naturalist,  was  one  of  the  ornaments  of 
nuttfdu  this  excellent  reign,  as  well  as  his  friend  Taci- 
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tits,  both  less  distinp^hed  by  the  honours  of 
the  consulship  than  by  their  probity,  their  ta^ 
lents,  and  their  works.  Happy  thnes^  says  Ta* 
citus,  when  men  might  think  what  they  watud^  and 
speak  what  thet/  thought!  To  this  Uberty,  which, 
when  kept  within  proper  bounds,  is  so  favour^ 
able  to  genius,  we  owe  the  masterpieces  of  the 
historian,  and  the  excellent  sentiments  which 
animate  the  works  of  the  orator.  At  that  time, 
too,  Juvenal  wrote  his  Satires,  in  which  vice  is 
attacked  with  great  vehemence  ;  but  they  are 
destitute  of  the  aflFecting  graces  of  virtue.  Tra- 
jan entertained  a  friencbhip  for  the  philosophic 
Plutarch,  whom  he  made  consul.  That  author 
has  converted  history  into  a  school  of  morality, 
and  on  that  account  deserves  the  highest  en* 
comiums. 


ADRIAN. 


117. 


The  sole  claim  which  Adrian  had  to  the  em- 
pire was  a  deed  of  adoption,  probably  for^d,  p^JSia^ 
since  it  was  signed  only  by  Plotina,  the  wife  of      »v 
Trajan,  who,  though  ne  was  his  near  relation,       *™^* 
did  not  love  him.     Having  got  himself  pro- 
claimed by  his  soldiers  at  Antioch,  he  wrote 
to  the  senate  to  make  an  apology  for  having 
yielded  to  the  zeal  of  the  army,  and  prevent* 
mg  them  from  the  exercise  of  their  power. 
Such  a  poUtical  stratagem  showed  that  he  was 
an  ambitious  man,  more  anxious  to  get  posses- 
sion of  the  sovereignty  than  to  g-am  a  fair  re- 
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putation.  The  fine  expressions  which  he  fre- 
quently repeated,  /  shaU  gcfoem  the  republic  as 
me  property  of  the  people^  not  m/  aam^  only  prove, 
that  he  knew  how  to  borrow  the  language  of 
virtue.  Though  Adrian  had  a  considerable 
share  of  abilities  and  knowledge,  his  conduct 
was  equivocal,  where  the  bad,  mixed  with  the 
good,  occasioned  the  motives  of  his  actions  to 
be  doubted.  Though  we  may  mistake  them, 
his  ^vemment  in  many  respects  is  no  less  de- 
servmg  of  praise. 
HidMBdoM  After  the  examples  of  Trajan,  Nerva,  and 
^  Titus,  he  at  first  promised  that  no  senator 
should  be  put  to  death.  However,  four  per- 
sons of  consular  dignity  were  executed  on  ac- 
count of  a  conspiracy.  He  declared  that  it  was 
T'nst  his  inclination,  but  he  was  not  believ- 
The  conquests  of  Traian  being  abandoned, 
the  bridge  oyer  the  Danube  destroyed,  on  pre- 
tence of  preventing  the  incursions  of  the  barba- 
rians, aqd  the  purchasing  a  peace  with  the  Sar- 
matians  and  Roxalani,  inhabitants  of  Poland, 
by  paying  them  subsidies,  may  appear,  at  the 
Ibeginning  of  a  reien,  as  proofs  of  cowardice  ; 
but,  however,  pubfic  tranquillity  was  a  neat 
happiness  for  the  republic.  Adrian  relievea  the 
people,  by  giving  tnem  a  full  discharge  of  all 
their  debts  to  the  exchequer,  which  were  said 
to  amount  to  no  less  a  sum  than  nine  hundred 
millions  of  sesterces ;  *  and  likewise  distribut- 
ed sums  of  money  tb^^^very  citizen.  He  effaced 
every  unfavourable  impression  which  had  beeix 
conceived  against  him,  by  the  condescending 
attention  he  showed  to  the  senate,  and  by  ap- 
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pearing  modest,  afiable,  and  desirous  of  gain- 
ing the  good-will  of  th^  people.  He  even  for- 
^ve  injuries ;  and  when  he  nad  ^ot  a  person 
m  his  power,  who  had  reason  to  oread  his  reT 
sentment,  said  to  him,  Jfavo^  you  are  safs. 

This  clemency  proceeded  probamy  either  He  becooMi 
from  policy  or  vanity,  since  it  was  not  consist  '"*^ 
tent  with  nis  actions  on  many  occasions.  The 
emperor  being  jealous  of  merit,  suspicious  and 
distrustful,  became  imjust  to  his  best  friends. 
Similis,  captain  of  the  praetorian  guards,  being 
warned  by  the  fate  of  others,  prevented  his  dis- 
grace, by  procuring  leave  to  retire  while  he 
was  in  favour.  After  seven  years  peaceable  re- 
treat in  the  country,  he  ended  his  Ufe,  and, 
on  his  deathbed,  composed  the  following  very 
philosophical  epitaph,  which  he  gave  orders  to 
be  inscribed  upon  nis  monument.  Here  lies  Si^ 
mi/is^  who  passed  seventy-sis  years  in  the  worlds 
and  lived  only  seven^  For  a  common  courtier, 
these  would  have  been  seven  ye^rs  of  deaths 

Some  excellent  edicts,  which  were  passed  by  Adrian 
Adrian,  entitled  him  to  the  honourable  appellflt  "JjSiSSf 
tion  of  legislator.  He  deprived  masters  of  the 
power  of  life  and  death  over  their  slaves.  He 
affixed  some  important  limitations  to  that  in- 
human  law  whicn  put  to  death  all  the  slaves  of 
a  master  who  had  been  assassinated.  In  a  word, 
he  began  to  reestablish  the  inestimable  rights 
of  nature. 

He  made  a  collection  of  the  best  decisions      Hb 
from  all  the  annual  edicts  of  the  ancient  praa-   ^"St^ 
tors,  in  which  the  interpretations  of  the  laws 
had  been  too  variable,  and  composed  a  perpe« 
tual  edic(  to  serye  as  a  permanent  law. 
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jurtice  He  was  chiefly  attentive  to  the  faithful  ad- 
^i^ta^  ministration  of  justice,  and  the  behaviour  of 
governors  and  magistrates  in  the  provinces,  ob« 
jects  of  the  greatest  importance  in  such  ex- 
tended dominions,  where,  by  their  remote  si- 
tuation, injustice  conceals  itself  from  the  obser- 
vation of  the  sovereign,  notwithstanding  the 
utmost  vigilance. 
He  nipporti     The  samc  attention  was  paid  to  preserve  dis- 

<£d|^  cipline  In  the  army,  by  the  prince  himself  set- 
ting the  example.  He  marched  on  foot,  like 
Trajan,  clothed  in  heavy  armour.  Exact,  with- 
out paj^ing  a  scrupulous  attention  to  trifles, 
strict  without  severity,  and  generous  without 
profusion,  he  was  adored  by  the  army,  while  he 
required  the  most  perfect  subordination.  Peace 
and  safety  were  the  produce  of  his  attention. 

He  makes      Somc  loug  joumies  which  he  took  from  mo- 

toJu  the  tives  of  curiosity  and  political  zeal,  far  from  in- 
empire,  junng  his  authority,  procured  him  an  opportu- 
nity of  seeing  the  state  of  the  provinces  with 
his  own  eyes,  and  reforming  abuses  on  the  spot. 
With  this  view  he  made  an  excursion  over  the 
whole  extent  of  his  vast  empire.  He  built  a 
wall  in  Great  Britain,  which  reached  from  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Tyne,  across  the  country  to 
Solway-firth,  to  protect  the  southern  part  of'^the 
island  from  incursions ;  and  bis  presence  was 
every  where  useful. 

Hif  letter.  ^  letter  which  he  wrote  while  he  was  in 
Alexandria  conveys  an  idea  of  the  wretched 
state  in  which  Egypt  was  at  that  time.  He 
says,  that  nothing  was  to  be  found  there  but 
levity,  caprice,  and  ingratitude.  According  to 
his  account,  the  Jews  and  Christians  in  that 
city  worshipi>ed  no  other  God  but  their  intc- 
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rest.  The  morals  of  many  Christians  had  un<- 
douhtedly  heen  greatly  depraved  hy  commerce 
and  the  riches  of  Alexandria.  The  tine  disci- 
ples of  the  gospel  were  but  little  known. 

As  to  the  Jews,  they  continued  as  fanati-  is*. 
cal,  seditious,  and  rebellious  as  ever  ;  the  evils  of  STj^ 
which  they  had  experienced  making  them  only  ^j^^^^oo. 
more  intractable.  A  temple,  which  was  erected 
to  Jupiter  in  Jerusalem,  revived  their  hatred 
against  the  Romans,  with  which  they  were 
transported  to  a  degree  of  madness.  There 
was  a  worthless  robber  of  the  name  qf  Barco- 
chebas,  who  called  himself  the  Messiah,  and 
persuaded  numbers  to  follow  him.  They  ran- 
ged themselves  under  his  standard ;  and  the 
rebellion  rose  to  such  a  head,  that  Adrian  re- 
called Julius  Severus,  an  excellent  general,  from 
Great  Britain,  to  send  him  into  Judea.  The 
pimishment  of  the  rebels  kept  pace  with  their 
savage  fanaticism ;  and  five  hundred  and  eigh- 
ty thousand  Jews  were  supposed  to  have  pe- 
rished in  three  campaigns ;  the  rest  were  sold 
and  transported  to  other  countries.  They  were 
forbidden  to  set  foot  again  in  Jerusalem,  which 
the  emperor  rebuilt  under  the  name  of  iElia 
Capitohna.  Their  descendants,  who  have  been 
scattered  over  the  whole  world,  have  unceasing- 
ly detested  all  other  nations,  to  whom  they  have 
always  been  an  object  of  contempt  and  insult. 

A  languishing  disorder  with  which  Adrian     i^^ 
was  seized,  soured  his  temper,  and  made  him^  -^^SSdi. 
guilty  of  some  acts  of  cruelty,  in  which  he  put  Antoaimn. 
to  death  a  number  of  illustrious  personages. 
Having  no  children,  he  adopted  Verus,  whose 
vicious  life  had  made  him  contemptible ;  but, 
happily,  he  did  not  long  enjoy  his  good  fortune. 
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when  the  adoption  of  Antonums  wiped  away 
die  disgrace  of  the  first  choice.  No  man  was 
more  worthy  of  the  throne ;  and  he  hesitated 
some  time  hiefore  he  would  consent  to  accept 
it.  Adrian  wanted  to  lay  violent  hands  upon 
himself,  and  demanded  weapons  or  poison  for 
that  purpose ;  but  Antoninus  prevented  his  at- 
tendants from  obeying  him.  After  the  death 
of  the  emperor,  Antonmus  with  difficulty  pre- 
vailed upon  the  senate,  who  were  irritated  a- 
gainst  him,  not  to  annul  his  edicts,  and,  accord- 
m?^  to  custom,  to  rank  him  among  the  gods. 
jkiixun  If  Adrian's  virtues  were  only  anected,  he  de- 
liS^nlL  served,  however,  to  be  reckoned  among  the 
number  of  great  j^rinces,  for  he  was  the  occa- 
sion of  great  happmess  to  the  people.  To  deep 
skill  in  politics,  he  added  a  taste  for  learning 
and  the  arts ;  but  men  of  abilities,  whom  he 
admitted  to  his  intimacy,  found  themselves  ex^ 
posed  to  his  jealousy,  and  the  consequences 
were  hazardous.  Favorinus  the  philosopher, 
though  apt  to  declare  his  sentiments  with  free^r 
dom,  one  day  gave  up  a  dispute  about  a  p  .int 
in  grammar,  in  which  the  emperor  was  mis- 
taken. The  friends  of  Favorinus  blamed  him 
for  his  condescension.  You  are  wrongs  said  he; 
eon  the  man  who  fios  thirty  kpons  under  his  com^ 
tnand  be  mistaken  f  His  passion  for  the  infamous 
Antinous,  to  whom  he  dedicated  temples,  suf. 
ficiently  proclaims  the  morals  qf  Adrian, 
nonu,  Florus,  Suetonius,  and  Arrian,  the  disciple 
^'jSS^  of  Euictetus,  a  man  of  rank,  and  a  historian 
^^^^•••^  ffreatly  superior  to  the  other  two,  flourished 
during  the  reim  of  Adrian,  From  the  time  of 
Tacitus,  the  Koman  history  is  nothing  but  a 
mass  of  ill  digested  facts.     The  moral  philoso- 
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phy  of  Epictetus  is  more  valuable,  whose  doo«- 
trine  was  reduced  to  these  two  points,  Sufftr 
wiA  patience,  and  enjoy  with  moderation.  He 
practised  what  he  taught,  aud  his  virtue  wa3 
tried  by  misfortunes. 


Yirtnei 

of 

AntrnihuM. 


ANTONINUS, 

Let  us  fiffiire  to  ourselves  the  throne  filled  ,J!?!- 
by  a  true  philosopher,  adorned  with  every  vir- 
tue, and  free  from  every  vice ;  dedicating  his 
whole  life  to  the  public  good;  affecting  no 
marks  of  superiority ;  the  lather  of  his  coun* 
try,  not  by  a  bare  title,  which  has  often  been 
prostituted  to  the  worst  of  emperors,  but  by 
actions  more  honourable  than  all  titles,  and  we 
shall  have  a  proper  idea  of  Antoninus,  who 
was  a  native  of  Nismes,  and  descended  fix>m 
an  ancient  family,  though  it  had  but  lately 
risen  to  eminence.  Had  his  history  been  writ- 
ten by  a  Tacitus,  his  rei^n,  which  lasted  twen- 
ty-ftwo  years,  would  furnish  the  most  excellent 
lessons  of  virtue  and  humanity.  But  we  find 
oidy  scattered  anecdotes,  of  which  it  will  be 
sufficient  to  mention  a  few. 

At  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  Antoninus  Ajwedoies 
gave  a  remarkable  proof  of  his  clemency,  by  ^^iT 
stopping  all  inquiry  into  a  conspiracy  formed 
against  him.  How  unfortunate  Jbr  me,  cried  he, 
should  it  be  found  that  I  am  /lated  hy  a  great  num- 
her  qfmyfeUffw  citizens  /  He  was  not  only  fru- 
gal of  the  revenue,  but  looked  upon  his  own 
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poBsessions  as  the  property  of  the  state.  His 
wife,  Faustina,  reproaching  him  with  lavishii^ 
his  patrimony,  in  order  to  save  the  public 
ooney,  he  replied.  Since  rce  atUmed  to  we  em^ 
pire^  we  have  no  longer  any  thing  that  vte  can  caB 
our  awn.  These  generous  sentiments  did  not 
prevent  him  from  retrenching  several  pensions 
which  had  been  granted  on  tne  treasury,  with- 
out any  sufficient  reason.  For  said  ne,  it  is 
shameful  and  cruel  to  suffer  the  repuUic  to  be  de^ 
voured  hy  useless  vermin.  So  rational  a  system 
of  economy  is  unquestionably  preferable  to  the 
excessive  liberality  of  Titus. 
RiBMtfcibb     Authors  mention  two  wise  reflations  made 

**^  by  this  prince ;  the  first  prohibiting  any  i>er* 
son  who  had  been  once  acquitted,  irom  being 
i^in  tried  for  the  same  crime;  the  second 
abolishing  the  custom  of  conveying  to  the  ex*^ 
chequer,  or  to  other  families,  the  succession  of 
a  father  who  was  made  free  of  the  city  of 
Rome,  while  his  children  remained  denizens 
of  their  native  coimtr^.  Saint  Augustine  com* 
mends  a  third  reg^ulation,  by  whidu  a  hiisband, 
who  prosecuted  his  wife  for  adultery,  was  sub« 
jected  to  the  penalty  in  these  cases  inflicted 
upon  women,  provided  he  was  convicted  of  the 
same  crime.  But  though  the  guilt  be  in  itself 
ecjual  on  both  sides,  the  consequences  to  so- 
ciety are  not  so ;  ana  this  distinction  merits  the 
attention  of  the  legislator. 

WM.  Antoninus  died  universally  r^retted  at  the 
Uw  tnpcrar.  age  of  seventv -three.  During  uie  life  of  his 
predecessor,  he  had  adopted  Marcus  Aurelius 
and  Venis ;  but  bein^  a  good  judge  of  merit, 
he  gave  his  dauj^hter  in  marriage  to  the  former, 
who  deserved  his  whole  confidence,  while  Ve- 
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Tus,  being  entirely  addicted  to  pleasure,  was  de- 
nied any  share  in  the  administration;  which 
was  in  lact  naming  his  successor.  He  made 
the  name  of  Antomnus  so  respectable,  that  for 
near  a  century,  the  emperors  assumed  it  as  a 
title  of  honour,  like  that  of  Augustus ;  but  few 
were  capable  of  supporting  it  in  its  original 
lustre. 


MARCUS  AURELIUS. 


From  the  time  that  Nerva  and  Trajan  had     lei. 
restored  the  senate  to  some  share  of  its  dignity,  A^S*Mid 
and  put  an  end  to  the  terrors  of  despotism,  the  ,  ^^  ^ 
armies  ceased  to  be  masters  oi  the  empire,  and    Muite. 
the  senate  elected,  or  seemed  to  elect,  the  em- 

Seror  as  a  first  magistrate.  We  have  seen  A- 
rian  acknowledge  this  right,  which  was  but  a 
feeble  remain  of  the  ancient  liberty.  Marcus 
Aurelius  was  proclaimed  by  the  senators  in 
conjunction  with  Verus,  his  brother  by  adop- 
tion, whom  he  generously  made  his  colleague. 
After  which  they  both  proceeded  to  the  camp 
of  the  praetorian  guaras,  and  promised  them 
twenty  thousand  sesterces*  per  man;  for  it 
woula  have  been  dangerous  to  withhold  that 
gratuity,  which  was  unhappily  become  an  estab- 
Eshed  custom. 

Thus,  two  princes  shared  the  power,  in  or-nttfinttoo 
der  to  exercise  it  in  common ;  and  the  genero-  ^"^^ 

theotber. 

•  161L  9s.  Sd.  Slerli^g.^ 
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sity  of  Marcus  Aurelius  cannot  be  too  greatly 
admired,  if  we  consider  him  as  only  sacrificing 
his  own  advantage  in  so  important  a  point. 
But  the  public  good  was,  in  some  degree,  made 
the  victim  of  his  private  disinterestedness.  Was 
it  possible  that  such  a  man  as  Verus,  a  slave  to 
deoauchery,  destitute  of  virtue,  and  void  of 
courage,  should  be  raised  to  the  empire  by  the 
most  virtuous  of  princes  ?  Beneficence  carried 
to  excess  is  a  fault ;  and  it  is  the  only  one  with 
which  Marcus  Aurelius  can  be  charged, 
itt.  Hoping  that  war  might  disentangle  his  col- 
^yJJJJ^"' league  from  the  snares  of  pleasure,  he  commit- 
ted to  him  the  care  of  humbling  the  Parthians, 
who  had  lately  invaded  Armenia,  and  defeated 
a  Roman  army.  Verus  set  out,  but  stopped 
wherever  he  could  find  amusement,  and  at  last 
fixed  his  residence  at  Antioch  ;  where,  during 
the  four  years  that  the  war  lasted,  he  indulgea 
himself  in  the  lowest  and  most  disgraceful 
pleasures,  while  his  generals  were  gaimng  vic- 
tories for  him:  He  returned,  decorateawith 
Sompous  titles,  but  degraded  by  brutal  vices, 
espising  his  brother's  advice,  and  ready  to 
ruin  the  state  in  order  to  gratify  his  inclina- 
tions. It  is  said,  that  he  spent  six  millions  of 
sesterces  in  one  entertainment,  though  there 
were  only  twelve  guests  ;  *  the  ptesents  which 
he  made  them  in  slaves,  plate,  and  carriages, 
swelled  the  expense  to  this  enormous  sum. 
AdminUe  Ou  the  Other  hand,  Marcus  Aurelius  verified 
J'SJ^  Plato's  saying.  The  people  will  be  happy  when 
»•  philosophers  are  their  kings ^  or  their  kings  philoso- 
phers.  In  the  senate  he  never  domineered,  but 

•  L.48,459,  lOi.  Stirling. 
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consulted  and  followed  its  advices.  No  senator 
was  more  exact  in  attending  the  meetings ;  a 
strict  economist  of  the  puhTic  money,  he  did 
not  think  that  the  soldiers  should  be  rewarded 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  people.  After  a  victory, 
he  said  to  them.  Whatever  should  he  given  you 
above  what  is  your  due^  would  be  drcewn  from  the 
blood  of  your  parents  and  relations.  On  a  press- 
ing occasion,  when  an  augmentation  of  the 
taxes  appeared  absolutely  necessary,  he  sold  the 
most  valuably  furniture  of  the  palace,  declar- 
ing, that  he  would  repurchase  those  effects 
from  such  as  should  b^  willing  to  part  with 
them,  rather  than  oppress  the  provinces. 

Though  a  model  of  every  virtue,  and  zealous  Did 
for  the  interests  of  morality,  he  never  run  into^^SJ^i^ 
extremes,  because  he  was  acquainted  with  the  ^^^ 
weaknesses  of  human  nature.  Since  it  is  not  in 
our  power  to  make  men  such  as  we  cotddwish  t/ienij 
said  he,  wisely,  we  must  bear  with  them  such  as 
they  are^  and  draw  from  them  aU  possible  advan- 
tage.  An  excellent  maxim,  which  ought  to 
teach  enthusiasts  the  vanity  of  their  systems  of 
perfection.  It  was  from  this  principle  that  Mar- 
cus Aurelius  conformed  to  tne  taste,  or  rather 
madness,  of  the  Romans  for  public  diversions ; 
and  even  the  pantomimes,  of  which  he  gave 
some  magnificent  exhibitions,  and  honoured 
them  with  his  presence,  though,  during  the  re- 
presentation, his  attention  was  employed  on  the 
affiiirs  of  state. 

Meantime,  several  German  nations,  border-  Uuthm 
ing  on  Pannonia  and  the  Danube,  the  Quadi,  ^^i^ 
Jazygfe,  and,  above  all,  the  Marcomanni,  threat-    ^^ 
ening  the  frontiers  of  the  empire,  Marcus  Au-    Veroa. 
relius  marched  against  them,  accompanied  by     ^'^ 
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Verus ;  for  experience  had  taught  him,  that  this 

Erince  was  neither  capable  of  managing  the  aC^ 
lirs  of  government  or  a  war,  without  oppress- 
ing the  state,  or  exposing  it  to  misfortune.  But 
his  uneasiness  for  the  vices  of  Verus  was  soon 
ended  by  the  sudden  death  of  that  prince.   Au* 
relius,  unquestionably,  felt  no  great  grief  upon 
the  occasion  ;  but  to  suspect,  as  has  been  done 
by  some,  that  he  shortened  his  colleague's  days, 
is  the  height  of  absurdity  as  well  as  malice.  Tiie 
only  thing  that   could  justly  be   objected  a- 
gainst  him,  is  the  apotheosis  of  such  a  man ;  but 
custom  had  rendered  this  ridiculous  ceremony 
common. 
War         The  emperor  remained  in  Pannonia  five  years, 
'"SSSE^  and,  during  that  time,  underwent  prodi^ous  £&- 
rfA*     tigues,  which  he  could  scarce  bnng  his  troops 
u^^  to  endure  by  his  own  example.     He  gained  a 
celebrated  victory  over  the  barbarians,  which 
has  been  generally  looked  upon  as  an  instance 
of  the  immediate  protection  of  heaven.     The 
Romans  were  ready  to  perish  for  want  of  water, 
when  a  storm  rose  on  a  sudden,  which  furnished 
them  with  rain,  while  it  destroyed  the  enemy 
with  hail  and  thunder.    Accordmg  to  some  ec- 
clesiastical authors,  the  prayers  of  me  tht 
legion,  which,  they  say,  was  entirely  com] 
ofChristians,  wrought  this  miracle ;  and 
cus  Aurelius  acknowledged  it  in  a  letter  quoted 
by  Tertullian.  But  as  the  truth  of  Christianitv 
doth  not  depend  upon  such  traditions,  we  shaU 
not  scruple  to  acknowledge,  with  those  excel- 
lent critics,  Pagi,  Tillemont,  &c.  the  uncer- 
tainty of  a  fact  unsupported  by  any  solid  proofs. 
On  tne  Antonine  column  we  see  a  Jupiter  Plu- 
vius  giving  rain  to  the  soldiers:   but  would 


pF  THE  ROMAirS«  241 

Marcus  Aurelius  have  confounded  the  God  of 
the  Christians  with  Jupiter  ?  Besides,  it  is  cer- 
tain, that  the  thundering  legion  hore  that  name 
under  Trajan,  and  therefore  did  not  owe  it  to 
the  gratitude  of  Marcus  Aurelius.  To  con- 
clude, this  letter  is  no  longer  extant ;  and  that 
which  is  ascribed  to  him  is  evidently  a  forgery. 
The  persecution  which  the  Christians  soon  af- 
ter suffered  may  serve  as  an  additional  proof.* 

However  formidable  the  Germans  might  be,     iVtM 
they  could  not  resist  the  efforts  of  a  numerous  ^^"^^ 
well  disciplined  army,  invincible  under  the  com-*  <3«™"^ 
mand  of  so  great  an  emperor.  They,  therefore, 
solicited  a  peace,  which  they  obtained,  and 
were  even  permitted  to  estabUsh  colonies  in  the 
provinces  into  which  they  had  attempted  to  en^ 
ter  by  force.    That  restless  and  insatiable  peo- 
ple only  waited  an  opportunity  of  seizing  upon 
the  whole  empire. 

A  more  dangerous  enemy  rose  a^inst  Mar-  its. 
cus  Aurelius.  This  was  Avidius  Cassius,  a  great  ot*^* 
captain,  who  affected  the  severity  of  the  ancient 
manners,  was  a  strict  disciplinarian,  and,  after 
having  commanded  with  success  in  a  war  aminst 
theParthians,  was  employed  to  revive  discipline 
amon^  the  S3rrian  legions.  Under  the  mask  of 
republican  zeal  he  concealed  the  most  insatiable 
ambition ;  and,  spreading  a  false  report  of  the 
emperor's  death,  revolt^,  and  caused  himself 
to  be  proclaimed  by  his  soldiers.  Marcus  Au- 
relius, who  was  then  in  Pannonia,  upon  receiv- 
ing this  news,  only  complained  of  his  ingra- 
titude, and  showea  himself  desirous  of  victo- 
ry only  to  pardon  him.     But  he  was  not  put  to 

•  Mtnv  dc  r  Acad,  dts  Inwrip^  1 18. 
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the  necessity  of  coming  to  a  battle.  The  rebel 
was  assassinated  by  two  of  his  officers  three 
months  after  his  revolt.  His  family  and  ac- 
complices experienced  the  emperor's  clemency, 
as  he  doubtless  would  have  done  himself. 
The  This   good  prince,  as  we  have  already  re- 

iJSKSirfniarked,  sometimes  committed  faults  from  a  too 
^^j^]^  great  mildness  of  disposition,  which  bordered 
upon  want  of  spirit.  His  wife,  Faustina,  was  a 
second  MessaUna  ;  but,  instead  of  divorcing,  or 
obliging  her  to  reform  her  conduct,  he  promot- 
ed the  accomplices  of  her  debaucheries;  be- 
stowed on  her  a  title,  which  had  never  been 
known  before,  styling  her  The  mother  of  the 
camp  and  the  armtes  f  caused  divine  honours  to 
be  paid  to  her  after  her  decease,  and  erected 
monuments  to  her  memory.  His  paternal  in- 
dulgence was  carried  to  the  same  faulty  excess. 
Though  his  son,   Commodus,  was  a  monster, 

i^et,  in  order  to  secure  him  in  the  succession, 
le  conferred  on  him  the  tribunitial  power,  and 
caused  him,  by  an  unheard-of  innovation,  to  be 
declared  Augustus.  He  afterwards  drove  from 
the  palace  those  abandoned  miscreants  by  whom 
the  young  prince  was  beset ;  but  recalled  them 
upon  his  tailing,  or  pretending  to  fall,  into  a 
distemper;  and  Commodus  from  that  time  gave 
the  rein  to  his  passions.  The  emperor  had  a 
son-in4aw  capable  of  governing,  whom  he 
might  have  adopted.  His  successor  was  not  fix- 
ed by  the  form  of  government,  and  his  pater- 
nal affection  ought  to  have  given  way  to  the 
good  of  the  state.  No  excuse  can  be  found  for 
His  conduct  in  this  respect,  unless  we  suppose 
that  his  tenderness  threw  a  veil  over  his  son's 
faults. 
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This  emperor  died  in  Paimonia,  to  which  he      iso. 
had  again  marched  to  oppose  the  Marcomanni.  cn^o. 
His  reign  was  that  of  true  philosophy,  which   ^^"^^ 
forms  men  to  the  practice  of  virtue,  not  to  dis- 
putation.   *  The  sect  of  the  Stoics,  *  says  Mon- 
tesquieu, *  extended  itself,  and  gained  credit  in 
the  empire.    It  would  seem  that  human  nature 
made  an  extraordinary  effort  to  produce  this 
admirable  sect,  which  resembled  those  vigor- 
ous plants  that  spring  up  spontaneously  in  places 

which  heaven  never  illuminated We 

feel  a  secret  pleasure  in  speaking  of  that.eiupe- 
ror.  We  cannot  read  his  life  without  being  m- 
terested ;  and  we  rise  from  it  with  a  better  opi- 
nion of  ourselves,  because  it  gives  us  a  better 
opinion  of  mankind. '  The  soul  is  elevated  by 
the  perusal  of  the  maxims  written  by  Marcus 
Aurelius,  as  well  as  by  the  picture  of  his  life. 
We  there  behold  a  royal  philosopher,  impress- 
ed with  the  deepest  sense  of  his  duties,  breath- 
ing only  the  spirit  of  justice  and  humanity ; 
despising  all  vain  parade  destitute  of  virtue, 
which  is  the  true  foundation  of  merit. 

Under  such  a  prince,  moral  philosophy  could  importow 
not  fail  to  flourisn.  But  as  every  thing  is  abus-  ^^^  ^ 
ed,  many  persons  concealed  their  passions  un-  piiaowphy. 
der  the  mask  of  philosophy,  and,  by  their  hy- 

Socrisy,  insinuated  themselves  into  the  conn- 
ence  of  a  real  sage.  The  ingenious  Lucian 
turned  into  ridicule  the  false  philosophers  as 
well  as  the  false  gods.  To  him  we  are  indebt- 
ed for  making  us  acquainted  with  two  celebrat- 
ed impostors,  Peregrmus  and  Alexander.  The 
first,  after  a  series  of  crimes,  turned  Christian, 
entered  into  orders,  and  was  imprisoned  •  at 
Bx>me,  where  he  was  revered  by  the  professors 

q2 


1144  VHEBSTMIT 


^  that  leUnoil  as  a  GonfeflBor  aod  martyr.  Be* 
mg  set  at  nbertjr,  and  afterwards  excommiiiii- 
cated,  beplajedL  the  part  of  a  Cynic ;  insulted 
every  body,  made  himself  an  object  of  univer- 
aal  batred  md  contempt^  and  at  last  burnt  bim- 
aelf^  with  great  solramit]^,  at  the  Olympic 
games,  frcfm  an  imagination  that  be  diould 
make  bis  name  as  great  as  that  of  Hercules. 
Alexander  pretended  to  be  a  prophet.  Fortwen- 
ty  years  be  deceived  the  credulous  multitude, 
ana  sometimes  even  people  of  rank.  He  in- 
veifi4ied  with  ereat  acnmony  against  the  Cbris- 

adieists,  beouise  they  endeavoured  to  bring  him 
mto  discredit. 

CAm^Mt^    .Tbe  principal  philosophers  of  diis  reign  are^ 
JSSm,  Cdsus,  the  mortsl  enemy  of  diristianity,  whose 
«*^'  woricB  have  been  refuted  by  Qrigen ;  Sextus 
Empiricns,  who,  by  exaggerating  toe  weakness 
€xf  reason,  sunk  into  Pynnomsm ;  Apuleius,  an 
African,  who  was  charged  with  being  a  magi- 
cian, and,  by  the  Pagans,  has  be^i  compared 
to  Jesus  Christ,  as  was  Apollcmins  Tyanseus. 
To  these  we  may  add  Galen,  the  restorer  of  the 
physical  art,  who,  by  his  merit,  gained  the  con- 
sdence  and  esteen  of  Marcus  Aurelius. 
'^"*        We  camiot  attribute  to  this  prince  the  violent 

fVMtaiinpersecution  suffered  by  the  Cnristians  in  Gaul^ 
as  he  published  no  edict  against  them ;  and  it  is 
even  asserted  that  he  forbade  their  being  mo- 
lested on  account  of  their  religion.  But  we  will 
see  that  it  was  impossible  to  prevent  those 
atorms,  if  we  consider  on  one  side  the  fanatic 
zeal  of  the  people  and  m^strates^  and,  on  the 
iilher,  the  open  insults  offered  to  tbe  establish- 
ed religipn,  to  which,  perhaps^  may  be  added^ 
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the  mutual  aversion  subsisting  between  tbe 
Christians  and  philosophers.  Cnristianity  was 
emerging  fix>m  obscurity,  because,  among  its 
professors  were  writers  zesHous  against  Pagan* 
ism,  missionaries  indefatigable  in  their  labours^ 
and  martyrs,  whose  constancy  filled  the  public 
with  admiration. 


COMMODUS. 


Aft£R  some  reigns  that  do  honour  to  our  mu     lao. 
ture,  such  is  the  too  common  propensity  of  hu- 
man affairs  to  sink  into  degeneracy,  that  we  fall 
back  into  all  the  horrors  of  tyranny.  A  succes- 
sion of  two  or  three  virtuous  princes  is  a  pro- 
digy, and  almost  all  the  rest  seem  destinea  to 
exercise  the  patience  of  their  subjects.    Far 
firom  following  the  example  of  his  &ther.  Corn- 
modus  had  uie   taste,  and  trod  in  the  foot- 
steps of  Nero.    He  terminated  the  war  in  Ger- 
many, by  purchasing^  a  peace  from  the  Barba- 
rians, and  made  a  triumphal  entry  into  Rome 
with  one  of  his  minions  in  the  chariot.     Gk>- 
vemed  by  worthless  flatterers,  and  immersed 
in  shameful  debauchery,  he  sported  with  the 
lives  of  his  subjects,  and,  in  a  short  time,  made 
himself  so  detestable,  that  his  own  sister,  Lu- 
cilla,  formed  a  conspiracy  against  him.    The 
day  on  which  he  was  to  have  been  assassinated^ 
Quintianus,  a  young  senator,  who  was  to  have 
struck  the  first  blow,  drew  forth  his  dagger,  ex^ 
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clainiin^,  The  senate  sends  you  this!  but  he  was 
so  slow  m  the  execution,  that  he  gave  time  for 
the  guard  to  seize  him,  and  the  conspiracy  fell 
to  the  ground.  Lucilla,  with  a  numoer  of  peo- 
ple of  distinction,  was  put  to  death.  The  em- 
Ceror,  struck  with  the  expression  made  use  of 
y  Quintianus,  conceivea  an  aversion  against 
the  senate ;  and  that  illustrious  body  of  men, 
who  had  been  lately  freed  from  slavery  by  the 
worthy  princes  that  reigned  immediately  before 
Commodus,  was  oppressed  more  than  ever. 

Perennis,  the  captain  of  the  praetorian  guards, 
by  submitting  to  the  most  servile  meannesses, 
and  supplanting  the  ministers  appointed  by 
Marcus  Aurelius  for  his  son,  gained  the  con- 
fidence of  Commodus,  and  governed  the  state 
like  a  tyrant ;   but  still  bis  ambition  had  a 
higher  object  in  view,  and  he  hoped  to  reach 
the  throne  by  the  destruction  of  his  master. 
A  Cynic  philosopher,  mounting  on  the  stage 
before  a  full  assembly,  and  in  presence  of  the 
emperor,  who  assisted  at  the  games,  boldly  re- 
vealed the  conspiracy  of  Perennis.    The  fa- 
vourite instantly  caused  the  philosopher  to  be 
banged,  but  that  did  not  prevent  the  prince 
from   being  intimidated ;    and  his  suspicions 
were  strengthened  by  the  enemies  of  me  mi- 
nister.    Proofs  were  found  against  him  j  he 
was  declared  an  enemy  to  his  country ;  and, 
being  given  up  to  the  soldiers,   was   put  to 
death. 
cuuidtt.       Cleander,  a  worthless  freedman,  next  gained 
the  ear  of  the  prince  to  repeat  the  oflfences  of 
his  predecessor;  and  a  violent  sedition  was  the 
consequence.      Commodus,  who  was  equally 
timorous  and  cruel,  caused  his  head  tp  be  cut 
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off  in  his  own  presence,  as  the  only  means  of 
appeasing  the  multitude. 

The  emperor,  from  that  time  perpetually  tor-  Cmdtyof 
mented  with  fear  and  distrust,  detesting  men  of  emJtJor. 
merit,  hearkening  only  to  calumny,  and  com- 
mitting continual  murders,  especially  on  those 
who  had  wealth  to  whet  his  avarice,  caused  his 
brother-in-law,  his  nephew,  his  cousin-german, 
and  six  persons  of  consular  dignity,  to  be  all 
executed  at  once.  At  the  same  time,  he  used 
his  sisters  in  the  most  infamous  manner ;  he 
plunged  into  every  imaginable  excess ;  while 
nis  greatest  ambition  was  to  drive  a  chariot, 
and  to  distinguish  himself  among  the  gladia- 
tors. The  glory  of  having  defeated  a  thou- 
sand in  the  course  of  his  reign,  so  far  intoxi- 
cated his  pride,  that  he  assumed  the  title  of 
the  Roman  Hercules. 

This  monster,  who  was  equally  despised  and  i9e. 
detested,  never  once  thought  of  taking  the  pre-  '^.5!!^ 
caution  of  other  tyrants,  and  ffaininff  the  fa-  ^^ 
vour  ol  the  people  by  donatives  ;  but  employ- 
ed all  his  skill  m  corrupting  his  soldiers,  Dy 
permitting  abominable  licentiousness.  As  he 
spared  no  body,  every  one  of  his  domestics 
was  an  enemy.  He  had  written  a  list  of  those 
of  his  family  whom  he  intended  for  his  next 
sacrifice,  which  was  discovered  by  accident, 
almost  in  the  moment  of  execution*  His  con^ 
cubine,  Marcia,  being  among  the  number  of 
the  proscribed,  made  haste  to  anticipate  his 
purpose ;  and,  having  formed  a  conspiracy  a- 
gainst  him,  caused  the  tyrant  to  be  poisoned; 
and  afterwards  strangled  by  a  gladiator.  The 
senate  and  people  gave  vent  to  their  detesta^ 
tioa  of  his  memory.    At  thirty-one  years  of 
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age,  he  had  exhausted  every  species  of  ^i^ 

lany. 
ihtmtnry     The  Romans  must  have  been  strangely 
tfatBMMUM.  nipted,  when  the  reigns  of  several  worthy 
perors  could  not  protect  them  from  such  i 
testable  tyranny.     Is  it  possible  to  conceiine; 
that  a  prince  could  be  capable  of  giving  him- 
self up  to  such  excesses,  as  the  history  of  bar- 
barous nations  cannot  furnish  an  example  o^ 
unless  the  extreme  degeneracy  of  a  servile  peo- 
ple had  deprived  them  of  principles,  morals^ 
and  sentiment  ?     It  is  always  their  fault  whea 
the  intoxication  of  absolute  power  overleaps 
every  boundary.     If  there  be  any  thin?  ge» 
nerous  and  masculine  in  the  puolic  opmioiiy 
it  is  frequently  sufficient  to  make  the   laws 
respected.     If  virtue  and  courage  be  the  ge- 
neral characteristics,  they  still  preserve  their 
influence. 


attpirti 


PERTINAX.    JULIUS  DIDIANUS. 


in.  Pertinax  was  in  the  decline  of  life,  descended 
to  from  an  obscure  jGunily,  but  had  raised  himself 
under  Marcus  Aurelius  by  his  military  talents^ 
and  the  virtues  of  his  life.  Justice,  mt^griCf, 
temperance,  modesty,  zeal  for  the  maintenance 
of  discipline  and  good  order,  form  his  charac- 
ter ;  the  only  blemishes  in  which  were,  a  love 
of  money,  and  too  great  a  liberality  in  his  pro- 
mises. Having  escaped  the  tynumy  of  Com- 
modus,  who  pcrh^s  despised  him  on  account 
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of  his  low  birth,  of  which  he  had  not  the  wefk^ 
ness  to  be  ashamed,  he  was  raised  to  the  im- 
perial dignity  by  Lsetus,  captain  of  the  praeto- 
rian guards,  ana  head  of  the  conspiracy  against 
the  late  emperor,  who  brought  him  to  the 
camp,  and  obliged  the  soldiers  to  proclaim  him 
almost  against  their  wills,  on  a  promise  of  pay- 


ing them  twelve  thousand  sesterces  per  man. 
The  senate  and  people,  with  transports  of  joy, 
recognised  a  prince  whose  character  was  really 


respectable.  In  order  to  dischar^  the  pro- 
mised  donatives,  which  were  lumappily  be- 
come necessary,  he  sold  all  the  rich  furni- 
ture collected  by  the  fooUsh  luxury  of  Corn- 
modus. 

In  a  short  time,  the  government  of  the  Anto-  Hit 
nini  was  revived.  In  three  months,  the  laws 
resumed  their  vigour,  the  debts  were  discharg- 
ed, the  revenue  again  put  on  a  good  footing. 
And  even  funds  in  reserve  for  public  works. 
So  abundant  are  the  resources  of  economy, 
when  the  expenses  attendant  on  vain  paraae 
are  retrenched.  Pertinax  found  means  to  in- 
crease the  revenue  without  laying  new  im- 
posts. He  divided  the  waste  lands  among 
whoever  pleased  to  cultivate  them ;  and  en- 
couraged the  improvers  by  an  exemption  from 
all  taxes  for  ten  years.  He  was  convinced, 
and  with  reason,  that  agriculture  is  an  inex^ 
haustible  mine,  where  the  prosperity  of  indL- 
viduals  always  conduces  to  that  of  the  state. 

But  the  praetorian  soldiers  had  contracted 
too  great  a  relish  for  the  pleasures  of  licen-  JStek 
tiousness  to  submit  to  discipline  with  patience. 
An  emperor  who  attempted  a  reformation  was 
in  their  eyes  a  tyrant ;  and  they  were  euoour- 
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aged  to  revolt  even  by  Laetus  himself,  who 
had  made  choice  of  Pertinax  only  with  a  view 
to  gratify  his  owa  ambition.  Tney  therefore 
hastened  to  the  palace,  and  assassinated  that 
great  man,  who,  without  making  the  least  re^ 
sistance,  wrapped  himself  up  in  his  robe,  and 
expired,  invoking  Jupiter  the  Avenger.  His 
reign,  which  lasted  only  three  months,  de- 
serves to  be  immortalized.  His  death  is  one 
pf  those  events  which  originate  from  a  prin- 
ciple productive  of  a  long  series  of  unavoid- 
able calamities. 

The  empire      '^^^  world  then  saw   an    instance   of    the 
••did     lengths  to  which  an  unbridled  soldiery,  dead 
by  auction.  ^^  evcry  scusc  of  shamc,  can  proceed.     They 
had  often  bestowed  the  empire   for  money ; 
they  now  set  it  up  to  auction.     Two  bidders 
stood  forth,  Sulpicianus,  the  father-in-law  of 
Pertinax,  and  Didius  Julianus,  a  man  of  a  dis- 
tinguished family.     The  last  carried  it  at  the 
price   of  twenty-five    thousand  sesterces   per 
inan ;  and  fear  obliged  the  senate  to  confirm 
this  infamous  barsrain. 
.piy^         The  moment  that  Didius  moimted  the  throne, 
«mp0|^at  which  was  thus  disgraced,  the  people,  filled  with 
time,  indignation,  cast  their  eyes  on  Niger,  governor 
of  Syria,  a  general  of  great  reputation,  and  in- 
vited him  to  avenge  and  govern  the  state ;  up- 
on which,  he  was  proclaimed  emperor  by  his 
troops,  and  acknowledged  by  all  tne  provinces 
of  tne  East.     Had  he  used  diligence,  his  suc- 
cess would  have  been  infallible  and  easy  ;  Ihit 
while  he  trifled  away  the  time  in  too  neat  se- 
curity, a  dangerous  rival  started  up,  who  made 
the  best  use  of  the  critical  opportunity.     The 
legions  of  Illyria  were  commanded  by  Septi-r 
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mius  Severus,  a  man  who,  to  ambition,  joined  a 
superior  genius,  activity,  and  address.  By  be- 
wailing the  murder  of  Pertinax,  and  affecting 
a  desire  to  revenge  it,  he  procured  himself  to 
be  proclaimed  emperor,  without  seeming  to  de- 
sire it.  Thus  we  see  three  emperors  at  a  time, 
all  whose  titles  were  founded  on  the  nomina- 
tion of  the  soldiers. 

Severus   marched   towards   Rome,    without   Sevems 
meieting  with   any  resistance  :    for  Italy  was  "^r^** 
now  unacquainted  with  war;  the  armies  guard-  ^^^ 
ing  the  frontiers  of  the  empire,  and  the  praeto^ 
rian  bands,  being  rather  satellites  than  soldiers. 
Didius,  struck  with  consternation,  oflfered  to 
share  the  sovereignty,  and  the  senate  actually 
made  his  enemy  his  colleague;   but  Severus 
rejected  tlie  ofter  of  divided  authority.     Di^ 
dius,  being  abandoned  by  the  praetorians,  who 
liad  been  gained  by  his  rival,  was  soon  after 
condemned  by  the  senate,  and  executed,  ex- 
claiming, What  crime  have  I  committed  ?     This 
dotard,  after  having;  bargained  for,  and  pur- 
chased the  empire,  imagined  himself  without 
reproach,  because  in  the  sixty-six  days  of  which 
his  reign  consisted,  he  had  committed  no  act 
of  barbarity.     It  must  indeed  be  acknowledg- 
ed, that  custom  often  spreads  so  strong  an  il-r 
lusion  as  to  obscure  even  the  clearest  truths  of 
morality.   By  seeing  the  donatives  which,  from 
motives  of  interest,  were  lavished  by  every  new 
emperor  on  the  soldiers,  men  acquired  the  ha^ 
bit  of  looking  even  upon  the  imperial  dignitr 
as  venal.    And  of  what  could  they  be  ashameo, 
when  every  right  appeared  to  be  bestowed  by 
money  ?     If  such  examples  be  capable  of  cor^ 
irupting  entire  nations^  how  dread|ul  must  tb^it 
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infection  be  on  the  minds  of  opulent  indivi- 
diials! 


SEPTIMIUS  SEVERUS. 


iiHL     SEViaius  was  dreaded  at  Rome,  and  not 

out  reason.    The  senate  having  sent  him  a  de« 
^  nutation  from  their  body,  he  caused  th^n  to 
oe  ijg^ominiously  searched  before  they  were 
admitted  to  his  presence.    He  received  them 
surrounded  by  his  guards ;  but  they  were  dis« 
missed  with  marks  of  his  liberality.    All  the 
preetorian  soldiers  who  had  been  concerned  in 
the  murder  of  Pertinax  were  put  to  death,  and 
the  rest  broke  and  banished  from  Rome  for 
life ;  after  which,  Severus  picked  out  the  flower 
of  his  legions,  and  formed  from  them  a  new 
body  of  guards.     This  was  a  prudent  step, 
especially  if  it  had  been  in  his  power  to  eradi- 
cate the  depravity  of  the  old  troops.    In  the 
modem  history,  we  shall  see  more  than  one 
prince  secure  nis  throne  by  die  same  spirited 
exertion  of  authority. 
Mb         The  emperor  having  made  his  entry  at  the 
^^'*  head  of  about  sixty  thousand  men,  proceeded 
to  the  senate,  laid  before  them  the  motives  of 
his  conduct,  promised  a  mild  and  equitable  to- 
vemment,  and  took  an  oath  to  observe  tiie 
laws.    He  even  proposed  that  a  decree  should 
be  passed,  prohibiting  him  from  putting  any 
person  to  death  without  the  consent  of  tne  se- 
nate, under  pain  of  being  declared  a  public 
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enemy.  But  though  the  principles  of  arbitraiy 
government  or  despotism  haa  not  yet  taken 
rooty  the  power  of  the  sword  easily  made  the 
master  of  tne  legions  master  of  the  state.  Dur-* 
ing  the  course  of  his  reigi^,  Severus  imbrued 
his.  hands  in  the  blood  of  a  multitude  of  sena^ 
tors.  What  a  difference  is  there  between  the 
promises  of  a  Titus,  and  those  of  a  prince 
who  reg^ates  his  conduct  solely  by  his  own 
interest ! 

Having  thus  in  a  short  time  settled  afliurs  at  jir^^d*. 
Rome,  he  crossed  into  Asia,  where  Niger  had  tJS^  tad 


a  coi^iderable  party.  Three  battles  gained  by 
his  generals,  one  at  Cyzicus,  another  at  Nice 
in  Bithynia,  and  the  third  near  Nissa  in  Cilicia, 
securea  to  him  the  possession  of  the  empire. 
Niger  commanded  in  person  at  the  two  last, 
and  at  that  of  Nissa  was  slain  in  the  flight,  af- 
ter losing  twenty  thousand  men.  Severus  was 
not  present  at  any  of  those  engagements.  It 
may  be  observed,  that  the  Asiatic  troops,  like 
the  natives  of  that  country,  being  enervated  by 
the  poison  of  luxury,  commonly  made  but  a 
weak  resistance  agamst  the  Eiuropean  legions, 
which  were  better  disciplined,  and  inured  to 
fatigue.  Byzantium  surrendered  at  discretion, 
after  a  siege  of  three  years,  and  the  victor  mark-» 
ed  his  progress  with  acts  of  cruelty,  as  but  too 
often  happens  in  civil  wars. 

His  amoition  required  another  victim  in  the      ifl^. 
pers<m  of  Albinus,  governor  of  Britain,  who  rids  lumidr 
might  have  been  a  dangerous  rival,  and  whose       '^ 
attempts  he  had  prevented,  by  pretending  to 
ive  him  a  share  m  the  empire,  having  con* 
^rred  on  him  the  title  of  Caesar  before  his  de* 
parture  from  Rome.    But  having  now  nothing 
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to  fear  on  the  side  of  Asia,  he  thought  only  how 
to  get  rid  of  Albinus ;  and  in  order  to  find  a 
pretence  for  crushing  him,  provoked  his  re- 
sentment, by  depriving  him  of  the  dignity  of 
Csesar ;  when  that  general,  seeing  his  ruin  de-^ 
termined,  caused  himself  to  be  proclaimed  em- 

Seror,  and  marched  for  Italy ;  but  was  met  by 
everus,  and  being  defeated  in  a  decisive  battle 
between  Lyons  and  Trevoux,  laid  violent  hands 
on  himself.  The  emperor,  after  insulting  his 
body,  sent  his  head  to  the  senate  with  a  men- 
acing letter,  in  which  he  reproached  them  with 
a  predilection  for  a  rival  whom  he  had  made 
his  colleague.  Terror  then  appeared  to  him 
preferable  to  that  respect  wnich  equity  in- 
spires ! 
GWm  This  success  was  followed  by  dreadful  exe- 
*'^^^*<>cutions.  Far  from  imitating  the  conduct  of 
other  victorious  generals,  and  burning  the 
papers  of  Albinus,  he  examined  them  with 
the  utmost  care,  in  order  to  find  the  names 
of  the  disaffected.  Twenty-nine,  or,  according 
to  Spartian,  forty-one  senators,  were  sacrificed 
to  his  suspicions  and  revenge;  and,  perhaps, 
the  divine  Honours  which  he  caused  to  be  paid 
to  Commodus,  were  a  still  greater  X)utrage  a- 

fainst  that  body.  But  at  the  same  time,  he  so 
rmly  secured  the  affections  of  the  populace 
and  the  soldiery  by  shows,  profuse  donatives, 
and  the  unbounded  licentiousness  in  which  he 
indulged  them,  that  he  was  not  afraid  to  return 
into  Asia  to  oppose  the  Parthians,  who  had  put 
themselves  in  motion,  and  passed  several  years 
in  that  country,  where  he  met  with  some  fruit- 
less successes.  The  Arabians  obliged  him  twice 
to  raise  the  siege .  of  Atra,  a  city  which  had 
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baffled  the  arms  of  Trajan  ^  but  none  of  these 
expeditions  furnish  us  with  any  interesting  par-^ 
ticulars. 

With  a  character  similar  to  that  of  Tiberius,  b  g<Mr«nied 
suspicious,  deceitful,  and  cruel,  Severus  fell  like  piJ^Ln. 
him,  into  the  snares  of  flattery,  and  had  an- 
other Sejanus.  Plautian,  Avho,  as  well  as  the 
emperor,  was  a  native  of  Africa,  had  gained  an 
entire  ascendancy  over  him,  and  insolently  a- 
bused  his  power.  More  master  of  the  state 
than  his  sovereign,  he  put  to  death  whom  he 
pleased,  enrichea  himself  by  rapine,  and  dis* 
played  all  the  haughtiness,  all  tne  arrogance, 
of  an  unprincipled  abandoned  favourite.  An 
officer  of  justice  being  ordered  by  the  emperor 
to  bring  an  afiair  before  the  board,  replied,  / 
cannot^  mthout  an  atder  from  Plautian*  This 
minister  being  raised  to  the  highest  honours, 
captain  of  the  praetorian  guards,  and  con- 
sul, maiTied  his  daughter  to  Caracalla,  eld- 
est son  of  Severus,  and  who  already  bore  the 
title  of  Augustus.  According  to  Dion  Cassius, 
an  eyewitness,  but  a  credulous  historian,  and 
of  little  judgment,  though  a  senator,  the  pre- 
sents which  he  made  to  his  daughter  would 
have  been  sufficient  for  fifty  queens. 

This  honourable  match  was  the  cause  of  his  Paii  and 
ruin ;  so  near  are  the  grandeurs  of  ambition  to  ^S^o^itti** 
the  precipice.  Caracalla  mortally  hated  the 
minister,  and  no  less  detested  a  wife  who  had 
been  forced  upon  him.  He  therefore  forged 
an  accusation  against  Plautian,  and  found  means 
to  make  him  appear  guilty,  upon  which  the  em- 
peror sent  for  his  favourite,  and  g*ave  him  a 
^ntle  reprimand.  The  other  attempted  to  ius- 
tify  himself;  when  the  young  prince  attacked 
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him  in  a  ftiiy,  and,  havine  disanned  him,  caused 
him  to  be  put  to  death  by  a  soldier  in  the  pre- 
sence of  Severus. 
ML  By  this  action,  we  may  judge  of  the  impetu- 
iiil^Srw  <^^^  ^^d  savage  disposition  of  Caracalla,  be- 
. .  ^  fcween  whom  and  his  brother  Geta,  an  irrecon- 
cilable  hatred  had  subsisted  from  their  tender- 
est  years.  Both  of  these  princes,  naturally  ad- 
dicted to  every  vice,  and  abandoned  to  all  the 
excesses  of  debauchery,  were  still  more  cor- 
rupted by  the  domestics  of  the  court,  the  gla- 
diators aiid  players,  who  were  their  only  com- 
panions. Severus,  finding  his  remonstrances 
fruitless,  and  being  even  unable  to  gain  upon 
them  by  punishing  their  corruptors,  which, 
however,  was  a  step  he  took  too  late,  conceiv- 
ed hopes  of  reforming  them  by  the  avocations 
ium^mbi  of  war.  The  northern  Britons  having  invaded 
yj^j^  the  Roman  province,  where  they  committed 
<2»^j*^  great  ravages,  he  embraced  that  opportunity 
with  the  greater  ardour,  as  old  age  and  disease 
had  not  weakened  his  love  of  glory.;  and  forced 
his  way  to  the  northern  extremity  of  the  island, 
through  a  thousand  difficulties,  continually  ha- 
rassed by  die  barbarians,  whom  he  never  could 
bring  to  a  speneral  en^gement.  In  this  expe- 
dition, which,  though  it  cost  fifty  thousand  men, 
gained  him  only  a  patch  of  land,  he  a  little  ex- 
tended the  boundaries  of  the  province,  and 
built  a  new  wall  between  the  Friths  of  Forth 
and  Clyde;  but  the  ^oung  Aujgustuses,  for 
Geta  had  likewise  obtained  that  title,  were  nei- 
ther less  vicious  nor  less  enemies  to  each  other 

crtoju  than  before. 

attempto  to      Wliile  the  emperor  was  concluding  a  treaty 
■"to!!^  with  the  Britons,  Caracalla  advanced  in  sigWt 
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of  the  two  armies  to  commit  a  parricide,  but 
was  sf opped  by  loud  cries ;  and!^  Severus  hav- 
ing, witnout  any  emotion,  finished  the  afiair  he 
was  about,  afterwards  sent  for  his  unnatural 
son  to  his  tent,  and  presenting  him  with  a  sword 
in  the  presence  ot  Papiniau,  captain  of  the 
praetorian  guards,  addressed  him  in  the  follow- 
ing words :  *  If  you  are  resolved  to  be  your  fa- 
ther's murderer,  execute  your  design  here  j  or, 
if  you  dare  not  shed  my  blood  with  your  own 
hands,  order  Papinian  to  do  it.  You  are  his 
emperor,  and  he  will  obey.'  However,  thiar 
pathetic  remonstrance  had  little  effect.  Next 
year  the  unfeeling  monster  formed  another 
conspiracy  to  dethrone  his  father,  who  punish- 
ed his  accomplices,  and  a^in  spared  his  son. 

Severus,  wno  at  that  time  laboured  under  a  sn. 
fit  of  sickness,  could  not  bear  up  under  such  a  ^^ 
weight  of  afflictions.  Finding  his  death  ap- 
proach, he  exclaimed,  /  have  been  all^  and  auis 
nothing.  Having  called  for  the  urn  destined 
to  receive  his  ashes,  he  said,  at  sight  of  it,  JTiou 
slialt  enclose  the  man  whom  the  world  could  not 
contain.  It  is  added,  that  havin?  made  his 
children  read  the  dying  words  of  Micipsa  to 
his  sons  and  Jugurtha,  he  applied  to  himself 
these  words  :  I  leave  my  sons  an  empire^  pawer^ 
fid  if  they  he  virtuous,  weak  if  they  he  vicious. 
Yet  Dion  makes  him  give  the  two  princes  a 
maxim,  breathing  the  most  violent  spirit  of 
tyranny :  Enrich  the  soldiers;  do  not  trouble  your* 
selves  about  the  rest.  This  emperor,  who  died 
at  York  in  the  sixty-sixth  year  of  his  age,  was 
a  man  of  great  abilities ;  but  his  character  was 
a  strange  mixture  of  virtues  and  vices.    He 

VOL.  II.  R 
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loved  learning,  and  wrote  the  history  of  his 
own  life  in  Latin* 

Under  this  reign,  Tertullian  composed  his 
apology  for  the  Christians,  against  whom  the 
ancient  laws  were  put  in  force.  *  We  fill  your 
cities^  yonr  towns,  your  senate,  your  armies,  * 
says  he,  *  we  leave  you  only  your  temples  and 
theatres ; '  a  passage  which  puts  the  progress 
of  Christianity  out  of  all  aouht.  Diogenes 
Laertius,  Philostratus,  Solon,  and  other  au* 
thors  of  the  same  time,  as  well  as  Athenseus, 
who  was  cotemporary  with  Commodus,  show, 
by  their  writings,  the  general  decay  of  good 
taste.  The  period  was  arrived  when  genius, 
destitute  of  emulation  and  culture,  neglected 
the  good  models,  and  fell  into  a  torpor  not  far 
removed  from  barbarism. 


cakacalla  and  geta.  Macrinus. 

su.  Sevjcrus  being  desirous  to  admit  his  eldest  son 
^'^  to  a  share  of  the  empire,  who  was  known  by 
^^11^  the  name  Bassianus,  made  him  change  it  to 
that  of  Marcus  Aurelius  Antoninus,  a  name 
too  respectable  to  be  associated  with  the  idea 
of  a  tyrant,  and  therefore  the  nickname  of 
Caracalla,  is  preserved  in  history*  Geta  at  first 
reigned  jointly  with  his  brother,  but  notwith- 
standing a  seeming  reconciliation,  their  mutual 
hatred  daily  increased;  and  they  were  con- 
stantly laying  snares  for  each  other,  till  at  last 


Of  THE  ROMANS.  259 

a  dcheme  was  formed  of  dividing  the  empire, 
which  project  we  shall  see  take  place  in  a  fu-> 
ture  periods  The  elder  was  ta  have  reigned  in 
the  West,  and  the  yoimger  in  the  £a3t;  hut 
their  mother,  Julia,  dissuaded  them  from  an 
unpopular  innovation,  which  yet  was  the  only 
means  that  could  have  prevented  fratricide. 

Caracalla  caused  his  brother  to  be  assassin  sis. 
nated  even  in  the  arms  of  his  mother  Juha,  i:^ 
and,  flying  to  the  praetorian  camp,  pleaded  his  J^^ 
cause  with  the  army,  persuading  them  that 
what  he  had  done,  was  only  from  motives  of 
self-preservation.  He  bestowed  upon  them  an 
immense  donative,  and  was  proclaimed  sole 
emperor.  Siurounded  with  guards,  he  went 
to  the  senate,  where  he  vindicated  himself  as 
well  as  he  could,  and  consented  to  his  brother's 
apotheosis,  saying,  as  we  are  told  by  Spartian, 
That  since  he  uas  deady  he  had  no  objection  to  his 
being  made  a  god.  To  gain  a  character  of  cle- 
mency, he  caused  all  the  exiles,  guilty  or  inno- 
cent, to  be  recalled,  as  if  it  had  been  possible 
to  efiace  the  remembrance  of  so  many  instances 
of  heinous  wickedness  which  he  had  commit- 
ted, and  to  assume  the  appearance  of  clemen- 
cy, after  giving  the  strongest  proofs  of  unfeel- 
ing cruelty. 

The  public  was  soon  enabled  by  facts  to  Murfer 
judge  ot  the  reality  of  this  clemency  ;  for  all  Fwpiniui. 
the  friends  of  Geta  were  massacred.;  and,  if 
we  may  credit  Dion,  twenty  thousand  people 
were  involved  in  the  carnage.  Many  of  the 
most  illustrious  senators  fell  by  the  hand  of  the 
executioner,  and  among  the  rest  Papinian,  who 
had  been  made  captain  of  the  prsetorian  guards 
by  Severus.    Papinian  was  so  respected  as  a 
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civilian,  that  by  a  law  of  Valentinian  111.,  his( 
opinion  was  to  be  followed  in  case  the  judges 
were  divided.  The  emperor  had  required  of 
him  to  make  an  apology  for  the  murder  of 
Geta,  to  which  Papmian,  inspired  with  virtue 
and  courage,  made  the  following  reply :  //  is 
not  so  easy  to  justify  parricide  as  to  commit  it;  and 
it  is  a  second  parricide  to  dqfame  an  innocent  per^ 
son  qfter  delving  him  qf  life.  A  daughter  of 
Marcus  Aurelius,  his  grandson  Pompeianus,  the 
son  of  Pertinax,  and  a  cousin-german  of  Canu 
calla,  were  reckoned  among  the  victims  of 
this  cruel  tyrant, 
jjg^jv  After  this,  we  need  not  be  surprised  at  any 
■bo«t  aB  bai  exccss  Committed  by  Caracalla.  The  debasing^ 
*•  ""'•  of  the  coin,  rapines,  and  extortions  of  all  kinds, 
were  but  venial  trespasses,  when  compared  with 
the  horrid  enormities  of  this  reign.  The  pro« 
perty  of  the  people  was  devoted  to  the  sol- 
diers, for  they  were  the  tyrant's  only  support. 
His  mother  representing  to  him  one  day  that 
he  had  exhausted  every  means  of  getting  mo* 
ney :  While  I  have  ihis^  replied  he,  laying  his 
hand  on  his  sword,  /  shall  not  want  money.  He 
granted  the  privileges  of  the  city  to  all  the 
subjects  of  the  empire,  because  the  citizens 
paid  taxes  to  which  tne  others  were  not  subject; 
and  by  this  means  the  Roman  people  were  con- 
founded with  all  the  worthless  oaroarous  inha- 
bitants of  the  provinces,  to  gratify  the  sordid 
interest  of  the  emperor. 
Fooiui  The  military  expeditions  of  Caracalla  only 
^^|rf°"  serve  as  proofs  of  his  madness.  He  had  sucn 
^  "  an  enthusiastic  regard  for  the  memory  of  Alex- 
ander, that  he  wanted  to  have  a  Macedonian 
phalanx,  and  persecuted  the  Peripatetics  out  of 
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hatred  to  Aristotle,  whom  he  ridiculously  sup- 
posed to  have  had  a  share  in  the  death  of  that 
nero.  He  fancied,  that  by  running  over  a  num- 
ber of  the  provinces,  not  as  a  general,  but  as  a 
soldier,  or  rather  by  affecting  a  military  life, 
he  was  treading  the  steps  of  Alexander.  He 
was  dreaded  and  despised  by  the  Gauls,  the 
Germans,  the  people  of  Asia  and  Africa,  who 
were  witnesses  ol  his  cruelty  and  cowardice. 
He  purchased  a  peace  with  tne  Germans,  and 
learnt  from  the  Gauls  to  wear  a  habit  called 
CaracaUa^  from  whence  his  name  was  derived. 
He  assumed  the  surname  of  Parthicus,  with- 
out having  conquered,  or  even  seen  the  Par- 
thians.     He  treacherously  massacred  the  peo- 

i)le  of  Alexandria  in  .revenge  for  a  piece  of  ildU 
ery.    The  new  Alexander  was  in  every  thing 
Caracalla. 

He  was  anxious  to  get  rid  of  Macrinus,  cap-  nl^w 
tain  of  the  praetorian  guards,  a  native  of  Maun-  ^^l^ 


tania,  who,  hy  assiduity  and  application,  had  .  ^^ 
raised  himself  from  obscurity.  Macrinus  saw  ^  '^ 
his  danger,  and  prevented  it  by  assassinating 
the  emperor.  Concealing  his  g^ilt,  he  caused 
himselt  to  be  proclaimed  by  the  army,  and  was 
very  soon  acknowledged  by  the  senate.  Ca- 
racalla  was  equally  abhorred  by  the  citizens, 
and  beloved  by  the  soldiers,  upon  whom  he 
lavished  all  his  treasures.  To  soften  their  re- 
gret for  the  loss,  Macrinus  caused  him  to  be 
ranked  among  the  rods.  Deifying  monsters 
was  no  longer  a  novelty ! 

The  usurper  did  not  long  continue  to  enjoy  ^.B^eo^ 
his  srood  fortune.     On  the  one  hand,  he  ma^  '??5?^ 
himself  contemptible,  by  bestowing  immense 
sums   upon  Artabanes   king  of  Parthia,  and 
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giving  himself  up  entirely  to  the  pleasures  of 
Antioch  ;  on  the  other,  ne  rendered  himself 
odious,  from  affecting  to  conceal  the  mean^ 
ness  of  his  origin  hy  pride  and  in^lence.  In  a 
word,  he  coulanot  satisfy  the  soldiers,  who  had 
been  accustomed  to  receive  inunense  sums  of 
money  as  gifts  from  the  emperor,  ^nd  who 
obeyed  him  only  upon  that  condition.  It  was 
become  an  irremediable  evil ;  for  they  had  been 
long  convinced,  that,  with  the  sword,  they  could 
do  every  thing,  but  nothing  without  it. 
218.  Ma^sa,  an  ambitious  woman,  sister  of  the  wife 
H^^Jji  of  Severus,  occasioned  the  revolution.  She  in^ 
r.  troduced  her  grandson,  the  youn^  Heliogaba* 
lus,  priest  of  the  sun,  and  a  relation  of  Cara- 
caHa.  She  was  not  ashamed  to  report,  that  He- 
liogabalus  was  the  fruit  of  her  daughter's  adul- 
tery with  that  emperor;  and,  by  her  libe- 
ralities, gained  oyer  one  of  the  legions  that  was 
encamped  near  Emesa  in  Phoenicia,  the  place 
of  his  birth.  Heliogabalus  was  receivea  and 
proclaimed  by  this  legion ;  and  the  troops  sent 
py  Macrinus  tQ  oppose  the  rebels  joined  them. 
Macrinus  himselt  was  defeated,  after  having 
declared  his  rival  the  en^my  of  the  public.  He 
escaped  from  Antioch,  anq,  afterwards  flying 
|u:ross  Asia  Minor,  was  taken  and  put  to  death, 
A  scheme  of  reforming  the  army  drew  upoq[ 
bim  thQ  hatred  of  the  soldiers. 
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HELIOGABALUS, 


Caligula,  Nero,  and  Domitian,  seem  to  have ^^g;;^^ 
revived  in  a  youth  of  fourteen,  or,  rather,  He^  « moHiar. 
liogabalus  ascended  the  throne  to  exceed  them 
all.  In  his  letter  to  the  senate,  he  assumed  all 
the  titles  of  sovereign  authority,  which  till  then 
had  never  been  done  ^ven  by  the  tyrants,  with- 
out a  decree  of  that  body.  He  proclaimed  him- 
self the  imitator  of  Augustus  and  Marcus  Au- 
relius,  while  his  head  was  filled  only  with  fol- 
hes,  and  his  heart  was  a  mixture  of  infamous 
wickedness  and  meanness. 

Before  he  quitted  Asia,  not  satisfied  with  put-      h« 
ting  to  death  the  most  illustrious  adberent3  of  "S^f 
Macrinus,  he  killed  with  his  own  hand  bis  eo-    ^ 
vemor  Gannys,  to  whom  he  was  chiefly  indent-  Steal 
ed  for  his  success ;  and  placed  all  his  confid^ence 
in  Eutychien,  a  worthless  buffoon,  upon  whose 
head  he  heaped  the  first  honours  of  the  state. 
Looking  witn  contempt  upon  the  Roman  garb, 
he  substituted  silk  and  emoroidery  in  its  stead, 
and  whatever  effeipinate  luxury  could  conceive 
that  was  magnificent  and  voluptuous.    On  his 
arrival  at  Rome,  be  introduced  his  grandmo- 
ther Maesa  into  the  senate,  where  she  voted  as 
a  member ;  a  singular  example  in  this  historyt 
He  instituted  a  female  senate  to  judge  of  fa^ 
^hions,  carriages,  and  such  trifles.     Every  year 
he  changed  his  wife :  he  personated  a  woman, 
and  was  married  to  a  slave,  to  whom  he  r^sign-i 
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ed  his  authority,  and  publicly  plunged  into 
such  horrid  debauchery  as  is  too  shocking  to 
mention.  If  historians  have  greatly  exagger- 
ated, such  exa^erations  could  only  nave  Deen 
made  of  a  monster. 
m>  A  mad  superstition  completed  the  measure  of 
his  abominable  excesses ;  and  the  profane  Heli- 
ogabalus  stript  all  the  temples  in  favour  of  the 
Syrian  god,  to  whom  he  was  high  priest,  with 
an  intention  to  introduce  the  worsnip  of  that 
deity  instead  of  Jupiter  himself.  He  caused  the 
statue  of  a  goddess  to  be  brought  from  Car- 
nage to  marry  her  to  his  god ;  and  the  nuptials 
cost  him  an  inmiense  sum.  It  is  said  that  he 
sacrificed  children  to  his  favourite  divinity  ; 
that,  in  honour  of  him,  he  submitted  to  circum- 
cision, and  thought  the  office  of  high  priest  to 
him  the  greatest  possible  dimity.  In  one  word^ 
from  his  fantastical  superstition  he  was  looked 
upon  by  some  people  as  ridiculous,  by  others  as 
sacrilegious. 

As  it  was  foreseen  that  his  reign  could  not 
be  of  Imig  duration,  he  had  been  obliged  to 
adopt  his  cousin,  Alexianus,  known  by  the  name 
of  Alexander  Severus.  The  new  Caesar  was 
very  soon  the  object  of  his  furious  malice,  and 
he  made  several  attempts  to  assassinate  him ; 
but  the  praetorian  guards  revolted  in  favour  of 
Alexander,  and  put  to  death  Helio^balus,  at 
the  a^  of  eighteen,  toeether  with  nis  mother 
Soemis.  He  was  the  mirteenth  emperor  that 
died  a  violent  death,  and  most  of  his  successors 
ended  their  days  in  the  same  manner;  but, 
however,  ambition  still  continued  to  aspire  to 
the  same  honours,  and  tyranny  to  provoke  hu- 
man vengeance.    We  see  despotism  prevail  in 
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Turicey  in  these  days,  but  we  see  no  instances 
of  sucn  dreadful  reigns.  The  Turks  pay  a  re« 
gard  to  morals,  but  the  generality  of  the  Ro- 
mans at  that  time  paid  none.  We  cannot  too 
much  insist  upon  this  as  one  of  the  chief  causes 
of  the  happiness  or  misery  of  nations.  Who- 
ever  has  a  regard  for  his  children  or  his  coun- 
try, must  be  sensible,  that  virtue  ought  to  be 
the  principal  object  of  his  attention.  May  go- 
vernments learn  from  history,  that,  in  order  to 
have  subjects  worthy  and  capable  of  serving  their 
country,  men  must  first  of  all  be  made  virtuous ! 


ALEXANDER  SEVERUS 


Alexander,  who  was  only  thirteen  years  of  AiSdw 
age,  from  his  youth,  and  the  possession  of  the  **«*"  ^'^ 
imperial  throne,  was  more  than  commonly  ex- 
posed to  seduction ;  but  an  excellent  disposi-  ^ 
tion,  carefully  improved,  can  profit  even  by  vi- 
cious examples,  and  become  more  zealously  at- 
tached to  a  life  of  virtue.  His  grandmother 
MflBsa,  and  Mamea  his  mother,  preserved  him 
from  the  snares  of  flattery,  by  keeping  impro- 
per society  at  a  distance.  They  formed  a  coun- 
cil for  him,  consisting  of  sixteen  respectable  se- 
nators, amongwhom  were  the  famous  civilians 
Ulpianus  and  I^aulus.  The  laws  were  at  last  to 
resume  their  authority,  or  rather  only  to  have 
that  appearance,  for  they  do  not  really  govern 
but  when  they  have  possession  of  the  hearts  of 
the  people. 
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Hii  yirtoH,  Justice  Eud  mercy,  moderation  and  steadiness,' 
liberality  and  economy,  zeal  and  prudence,  with 
all  the  virtues  of  good  princes,  were  to  be  foun4 
in  Alexander's  government.  It  is  enough  to 
say,  that  he  had  that  maxim  continually  Mfore 
his  eyes,  which  the  Christian  religion  has  ren- 
dered sacred,  Do  unto  others  that  which  thou 
wouldst  they  should  do  unto  thee. 
«uii        His  giving  the  captains   of  the  pnetorian 


guards  a  place  in  the  senate  was  certainly  im- 
^^Jj;^^  politic,  for  by  that  means  their  office,  which 
had  already  too  great  influence,  added  the  civil 
to  the  military  power,  and  they  became  judges 
in  the  most  important  causes,  either  in  the 
name  of  the  prince,  oy  conjointly  with  him. 
This  change  was  intended  to  prevent  senators 
from  being  judged  by  knights ;  and  the  great 
merit  of  XJlpianus,  who  was  at  that  time  cap, 
tain,  made  the  emperor  lose  sight  of  what 
might  be  apprehended  from  the  same  power  de- 
yolving  upon  his  sucfressprs, 
Lkntioiit-  A  habit  of  ui^bridled  licentiou^i^ess  had  put 
"^^  an  end  to  all  siubordination  in  the  pnetorian 
pj^jjl^  guards,  and  every  attempt  to  restore  discipline 
occasioned  a  mutiny.  Ulpianus,  t\te  friend  and 
minister  of  Alexander,  was  killed  in  one  of 
these  seditions.  Dion,  the  historian,  who  com- 
inanded  in  Pannonia,  from  his  zeal  to  affect  a 
Information,  became  the  next  object  of  their 
hatred ;  and  they  had  th^  insolence  to  demand 
jiis  head ;  but  tliis  insult  only  served  to  pro- 
cure  him  new  honours.  The  emperor  madq 
him  his  coUea^nie  in  the  consulship,  but,  at  the 
same  time,  advised  him  to  witndraw,  upon 
ivhich  he  retire^  to  liis  native  country  Bitny- 
nia.  So  much  was  government  fettered  by 
military  licentiousness. 
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A  very  important  revolution  j  in  which  Rome 
M^as  deeply  interested,  took  place  ^bout  this  tf^'iMin 
time,  ana  greatly  changed  the  face  of  afl^irs  in  "^'^ 
the  East.  The  Parthian  empire,  which  had 
been  established  by  Arsaces  in  the  year  of 
Rome  302,  notwithstanding  the  violent  shocks 
whiph  it  had  sustained  from  the  conquerors  of 
the  world,  still  preserved  it$  independence,  and 
the  Parthians  might  boast  their  being  invin- 
jcible ;  but  they  suddenly  disappear/ed  as  if  they 
bad  beien  3waliowed  up  by  anpther  power,  AfV 
taxerxes,  a  Persian  hero,  animated  with  the 
ancient  ^lory  of  his  coxmtry,  and  ambitious  to 
restore  the  throne  of  Cyrus  tp  its  former  ^plen^ 
dour,  revolted  against  Artabane3,  the  last  idng 
of  Parthia,  gained  three  victories,  and  at  last 
killed  him.  He  made  himself  master  of  th^ 
empire  of  Arsace^,  which  had  subsisted  for 
more  than  four  hundred  and  seyenty-five  years, 
and  contained  at  that  tiiQc  eighteeki  kingdomff 
or  large  provinces.  The  Persian  name  once 
more  emerged  from  that  obscurity  into  which 
it  had  been  plunged  by  the  vicissitude  of  hu- 
man afiairs,  after  having  shonp  conspicuous  for 
ages.  Is  not  this  easily  accounted  for  by  say- 
ing, that  the  Persians  wepe  pnly  the  same  peoi- 
Ele  with  the  Parthians,  that  their  courage  had 
een  whetted  by  their  wars  with  Rome ;  and, 
at  the  utmost.  It  was  scarce  any  thing  but  ^ 
phange  of  name  ? 

Artaxerxes,  elated  with  power  and  succe^sf,  Hedunii 
undertook  tP  make  war  against  the  Romans*  conJtlUd 
He  claimed    Mesopotamia,    Syria,   an4  Asia  praT>»»r 
Minor  to  the  Egean  sea,  as  tne  conquests;  of 
Cyrus,  and  appendages  of  the  Persian  empire. 
it  is  surprising  to  ^ee  titl^  which  ha^  beea 
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forgotten  for  ages,  revived  upon  such  preten- 
sions ;  but  every  title  is  sufficient  in  tne  eyes 
of  ambitious  conquerors.  Though  they  are 
ingenious  in  finding  pretences,  is  not  their  real 
right  rested  upon  K)rce  ?  The  Romans  scarce* 
ly  acknowledged  a  better  title;  and,  at  last, 
the  same  scourge  which  they  had  employed 
against  so  many  nations,  was  turned  agamst 
themselves. 

Alexander  marched  against  the  Persians ;  and 
one  of  his  legions  having  mutinied,  he  had  the 
courage  to  break  them  lor  an  example  to  the 
rest.  Citizens^  cried  he,  /!tiy  down  your  arms  and 
retire.  The  mutineers  obeyed,  but  in  a  short 
time  the  legion  was  restored.  Attentive  to 
preserve  discipline,  he  always  mixed  clemency 
and  mildness  with  its  necessary  severities.  If 
it  had  not  been  for  the  universal  degeneracy 
which  prevailed  at  that  time,  his  conduct  could 
not  have  failed  of  success. 
CoBtndk}-  According  to  Herodian  and  all  the  Eastern 
J^^  writers,  Alexander  was  totally  defeated  by  the 
Persians,while  Lampridius  says,  that  he  ^ined 
a  complete  victory.  This  writer  mentions  a 
speech  of  the  emperor  to  the  senate,  in  which 
he  tells  them,  that  the  enemy  had  seven  hun« 
dred  elephants,  eighteen  hund&ed  chariots  arm- 
ed with  scythes,  a  hundred  and  twenty  thou- 
sand horse,  besides  other  troops,  and  that  the 
whole  were  cut  in  pieces.  He  declares  that  he 
extracted  this  speech  from  the  registers  of  the 
senate.  Notwithstanding  the  contrary  evi- 
dences, he  is  generally  believed  upon  his  word. 
But  Lampridius,  Herodian,  Capitolinus,  £u. 
tropins,  and  in  general  all  the  writers  of  the 
August  History  are  so  full  of  blunders,  contra- 
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dictions^  and  falsehoods,  that  it  is  difficult  to 
rely  upon  any  of  them ;  and  the  present  is 
a  i^markable  instance  of  the  uncertainty  into 
which  we  are  frequently  thrown  by  baa  his- 
torians. 

The  Germans  having  begun  to  lay  waste  ^Wf  |^ 
the  coimtry  of  Gaul,  the  emperor  returned  to  """ 
Rome ;  and  after  triumphing  over  the  Persians 
set  out  for  Germany.  From  the  beginning  of 
this  unfortunate  expedition,  he  experienced 
what  a  slender  influence  virtue,  has  over  the 
minds  of  soldiers  who  are  averse  from  disci- 
pline, and  accustomed  to  seditious  cabals. 

One  of  the  principal  officers  of  the  army  was  ^,^__ 
Maximin,  bom  in  Thrace,  of  Gothic  descent.  iirmmmd»^ 
He  had  been  a  shepherd  in  his  youth,  but  turn-  S^Sm 
ed  soldier  in  the  reign  of  Severus,  and  was  ad-  •^^"■■*'- 
vanced  to  the  rank  of  tribune  by  Heliogabalus. 
Alexander  employed  him  to  discipline  the  new 
troops  that  joined  him  from  Pannonia.  His 
gigantic  size,  prodigious  strength,  courage,  as- 
siduity, and  attention  to  military  duties,  alto- 
gether contributed  to  his  rise.  This  barbarian, 
le  still  deserves  the  appellation,  even  dared  to 
aspire  to  the  throne ;  fomented  that  spirit  of 
revolt  with  which  the  soldiers  were  always  ani- 
mated ;  represented  Alexander  as  a  prince  void 
of  spirit,  under  female  dominion,  for  his  mother 
never  left  him ;  incited  their  thirst  for  those 
donatives  which  always  attended  the  accession 
of  a  new  emperor ;  and,  at  last,  by  their  means 
committed  an  execrable  parricide.  The  virtu- 
ous Alexander  was  murdered  when  he  was  only 
twenty-six  years  of  age. 

That  veneration  which  Alexander  showed  for  '^SSjj' 
great  men  of  every  kind,  a  certain  proof  of  tM^ 
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merit;  i^is  silch,  that  there  was  a  sort  of  adoltu 
tion  paid  to  them  in  his  palace.  Jesus  Christ 
was  Honoured  there  among  the  sages,  but  he 
likewise  associated  with  him  Apollonius  Tyan^ 
sens.  One  of  his  principal  cares  was  never  to 
bestow  honours  upon  any  but  such  as  he  es- 
teemed deserving ;  and  to  sell  them  he  thought 
detestable.  Whoever  purchases^  said  he,  must 
Ukewise  sell;  and  we  cannot  punish  any  one  for 
sellings  qfter  having  given  him  leave  to  purchase. 
Notwithstanding  his  clemency,  he  did  not  spare 
robbers  of  the  public,  extortioners,  nor  that 
kind  of  court  thieves  who  were  called  sellers  qf 
smoke.  These  last  carried  on  a  traffic  of  their 
real  or  pretended  credit,-  and  extorted  money, 
sometimes  by  the  hope  of  favours,  and  some^ 
times  by  a  dread  of  lU  offices. 
Lmi  We  now  approach  that  unhappy  period  when 
«^[^  the  human  mmd,  without  cultivation,  without 
hiitoriaBi.  judgment,  and  deprived  of  the  light  of  science, 
will  seem  to  be  likewise  deprived  of  reason ; 
the  laws  ready  to  sink  into  a  chaos,  every 
thing  decided  by  the  sword,  and  barbarity  in- 
creased by  the  success  of  barbarians.  The 
great  civilians  disappeared.  After  Papinian, 
Ulpian,  Paulus,  and  Modestinus  the  disciple  of 
Ulpian,  jurisprudence  with  philosophy,  and  all 
relish  for  learning,  was  eclipsed.  Dion  Cassius 
is  the  last  tolerable  historian  of  that  time,  if 
we  may  give  the  title  of  historian  to  a  man  of 
a  credulous,  superstitious  temper,  who  mixes 
absurd  fictions  with  facts,  which  he  corrupts. 
A  great  part  of  his  history  is  lost,  which  nas 
been  supplied  by  his  epitomizer  Xiphilinus,  a 
writer  ot  the  eleventh  century,  but  still  more 
ignorant  than  Dion.    We  shall  give  a  hasty 
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sketch  of  whatever  can  be  interesting  in  the 
history  of  those  times  of  ignorance  and  con- 
fasion< 


SUCCESSORS   OF  ALEXANDER    SEVERUS,    TO 
THE  ACCESSION  OF  AURELIAN. 


In  the  course  of  fifty  years  following  the  death  nnidfiii^ 
of  Alexander,  there  are  reckoned  more  than  '^^^^ 
fifty  Csesars,  who,  with  that  title,  either  lawful  *°«^ 
or  usurped,  made  their  appearance  to  contend  ^^^'^ 
for  the  imperial  throne.  Proclaimed,  and  then 
murdered  oy  their  soldiers,  they  were  the  sport 
of  fortune  and  of  cruelty.  What  was  called  the 
Roman  empire  at  that  time,  as  Montesquieu 
observes,  was  *  a  kind  of  irregular  republic, 
almost  such  as  the  aristocracy  of  Algiers,  where 
the  supreme  power  being  in  the  hands  of  the 
military,  they  make  or  unmake,  at  their  plea- 
sure, a  chiei  magbtrate,  whom  they  call  the 
Dey ;  and  perhaps  it  may  be  regarded  as  a 
general  rule,  that,  in  some  respects,  military 
governments  are  rather  republican  than  mo- 
narchical.'  The  government  established  by 
Augustus,  being  funded  solely  on  military 
power,  could  not  fail  to  degenerate  in  like 
manner,  when  the  army,  being  corrupted,  had 
learnt  that  they  were  masters  of  the  empire. 
Let  us  always  endeavour  to  trace  great  revo- 
lutions from  their  source. 


•fr 
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2S&.  Maximin  being  proclaimed  by  the  army,  and 
^^^'"^  acknowledged  by  the  senate,  who  could  do  no- 
^^^  thing  to  oppose  him,  carried  to  the  throne  all 
the  natural  oarbarity  of  his  temper,  still  more 
irritated  by  seeing  tnat  the  people  remember- 
ed the  lowness  of  his  origin ;  and  his  cruelties 
were  immediately  followed  by  conspiracies. 
Part  of  the  army  named  another  emperor,  who 
was  assassinated  a  few  days  after.     Havings 

Sined  some  victories  over  the  Germans,  the 
aci,  and  Sarmatians,  his  tyranny  became 
more  violent ;  the  nobles  were  massacred,  and 
the  people  oppressed  without  mercy. 

The  two       At  last  a  rebellion   broke  out   in  A&ica. 

"'■*■'■  Gordian,  proconsul  of  that  province,  a  man 
of  illustrious  birth,  rich,  and  universally  be- 
loved, was  there  proclaimed  joint  emperor 
with  hb  son.  The  election  was  confirmed  at 
Rome,  and  Maximin  declared  a  public  enemy 
by  the  senate ;  but  the  TOvemor  of  Numidia, 
who  was  an  enemy  of  tne  Gordians,  attacked 
^  and  destroyed  them. 

^^^       Maximus  and  Balbinus  were  appointed  to 

moniand.  succccd  them  bv  the  senate ;  ana  the  young 
Gordian  was  added,  as  Ccesar,  by  the  people. 
Maximin,  breathing  revenge,  drew  near  Italy ; 
but,  while  he  was  engaged  in  the  siege  of 
Aquileia,  he  and  his  son  were  murdered  by  the 
praetorian  guards.  He  was  commonly  called 
a  Busiris,  or  a  Cyclop ;  but  these  odious  names 
did  not  sufficiently  express  the  hatred  inspired 
by  his  tyranny. 
^Muumwi^  An  equitable  government  began  to  lessen  the 
kiiM.  public  calamities;  but  the  praetorian  guards 
very  soon  blasted  these  hopes.  Provcuced  at 
seemg  emperors  who  were  not  of  their  crea- 
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tion,  and  dreading  the  punishment  they  de- 
served, they  rushed  into  the  palace  while  the 
people  were  at  the  games,  ana,  seizing  Maxi- 
mus  and  Balbinus,  dragged  them  through  the 
streets,  while  they  loaded  them  with  blows  and 
insults,  and  at  last  put  them  to  death  with  the 
greatest  barbarity.  The  emperor*s  guards,  or 
rather  the  masters  of  the  empire,  no  longer 
performed  any  other  exploits. 

To  preserve  themselves  from  being  punish-  MyiAw 
ed,  they  can-ied  off  to  their  camp  young  Gor-  p^^SSSy 
dian  III.,  then  thirteen  years  of  age,  an  ami-  q^^^jj^ 
able   prince,  who  was  readily  acknowledged 
both  by  senate   and   people.      Eunuchs,   and 
self-interested  courtiers,  who  at  first  governed 
in  his  name,  would  have  brought  upon  him 
the  popular  hatred  by  their  acts  of  injustice, 
if  he  had  not  chosen  an  able  virtuous  minister 
in  the  person  of  Mysitheus,  the  captain  of  the 

fraetonan  guards,  whose  daughter  lie  married, 
n  the  mean  time.  Sapor,  the  successor  of  Ar- 
taxerxes,  who  inherited  his  power,  and  resolv- 
ed to  prosecute  his  great  desimis,  kindled  the 
war  in  the  East,  and  seized  Mesopotamia. 
Gordian  set  out  to  attack  him,  and  having  re- 
pulsed him,  retook  Nisibis,  which  was  at  that 
time  the  capital  of  the  country ;  but  having 
lost  Mysitheus,  the  author  of  nis  success,  he 
chose  in  his  room  Philip,  a  treacherous  ambi- 
tious Arab,  of  the  lowest  extraction,  who,  like 
Maximin,  did  not  hesitate  to  raise  himself  by 
a  most  atrocious  crime. 

The  new  captain  of  the  praetorian  guards     «**. 
was  not  ashamed  to  attempt  the  ruiri  of  his      L* 
benefactor,  and  withheld  the  provisions  of  the   •°*p"*' 
army  on  purpose  to  stir  up  a  mutiny.     By  in- 

VOL.  II.  s 
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sinuating  that  it  was  the  emperor's  fault,  and 
that  he  was  incapahle  of  governing,  he  wrought 
so  far  upon  the  minds  of  the  people,  that  they 
obliged  Gordian  to  receive  him  as  a  colleague 
and  tutor  j    after    which,    he    completed  liis 
treachery  by  causing  Gordian  to  be  secretly 
murdered,  and  then  pretended  to  respect  his 
memory. 
Decin,        One  crime  always  leads  to  another.     Philip 
«^^-  was  scarcely  got  oack  to  Rome,  after  having 
iauJi    concluded  a  peace  with  Sapor,  and  thought 
himself  firmly  seated  on  the  throne,  when  the 
armies  in  Syria  and  Maesia  chose  two  empe- 
rors,  Jotapian   and  Marinus,   both  of  whom 
very  soon  became  the  victims  of  their  ambi- 
tion.    The  legions   in  Pannonia  and  Msesia 
hext  proclaim^  Decius,  who  immediately  set 
out  to  attack  his  rival,  when  Philip  ana  his 
don  were  both  killed  in  an  action  near  Verona. 
Ecclesiastical  writers  allege  that  he  was  a  Chris- 
tian ;  but  it  is  of  little  consequence  to  religion, 
whether  it  remain  in  doubt  or  be  proved.     It 
is  of  greater  importance  to  morals  to  observe, 
that  Philip   punished  with  severity  whoever 
were  guilty  of  unnatural  climes.    They  were 
s(o  public,  and  so  frequent  in  Rome,  that  Alex- 
anaer  durst  not  prohibit  them^     A  tax  was 

Said  into  the  treasury  for  the  privilege  of  in- 
ulgin?  in  such  shameful  prostitutions. 
840.         JDecms  was  remarkable  for  the  persecution 
^"^     of  th6  church  during  his  reign.    The  Christians 
tiie  J^nbe.)||^y^  represented  him  as  a  tyrant,  and  the  Pa- 
g^ans  as  a  prince  deserving  the  highest  enco- 
miums.    An  irruption  of  the  Goths,  a  people 
whom  we  shall  have  frequent  opportunities  of 
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tneiltioning,  *  obliged  him  to  arm,  Priscus, 
who  was  believed  to  be  the  emperor*s  brother, 
joined  these  barbarians,  and  lost  his  life  in  at- 
tempting to  usurp  the  empire^  Gallus,  with 
similar  views  of  ambition,  led  Decius  into  an 
ambuscade,  where  be  was  killed  by  the  Goths, 
after  a  reiffn  of  two  years. 

Gallus,  in  his  turn,  was  killed  by  his  soU  Civdwata. 
diers,  fighting  against  Emilianus,  who  con-  ^''^"* 
tended  with  him  for  the  empire.  Emilianus  *^  "^  -"- 
fell  in  the  same  manner,  marching  against  his 
competitor  Valerian,  who  had  hitherto  been 
reckoned  a  worthy  man,  and  a  good  magis- 
trate, but  became  a  very  weak  emperor.  The 
barbarians  on  all  sides  poured  upon  the  pro- 
vinces, which  were  too  much  exposed  to  their 
attempts  from  what  they  had  suffered  by  civil 
wars,  the  marching  of  armies,  and  the  confu- 
sion which  naturally  followed  such  frequent 
changes  of  sovereigns*  Valerian's  generals 
gained  several  victories  over  them  in  Gaul  and 
Illyria;  but  swarms  of  Scj^thians  laid  waste 
Asia  Minor,  and  took  Trebizond,  Chalcedon, 
Nice  and  Nicomedia.  Sapor  at  the  same  time 
gained  some  conquests,  and  even  pillaged  An- 
tioch.  The  emperor  marched  into  that  coun- 
try;  and,  having  lost  a  battle,  sued  for  a  peace. 
He  went  to  negotiate  in  person  with  Sapor, 
without  having  taken  any  precaution;  and, 
being  made  prisoner,  was  treated  as  a  slave 
till  his  death,  after  a  captivity  of  at  least  three 
years. 


*  I  shall  giTe  an  account  of  the  Goths,  and  other  barbarous  conquer- 
ors, when  their  incursions  hare  more  important  consequences,  and  when 
they  are  upon  the  point  of  establishing  themselfes  in  the  empire. 

s2 
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860.  The  nobleness  of  his  sentiments  shines  fcMrth 

bATvbur  in  one  instance,  which  deserves  to  be  mention- 
Va^ian   ^^»  ^^^  rathcF  that  for  a  long  time  we  scarcely 
to       see  any  vestige  of  virtue.     He  had  nominated 
"'*^**^  the  famous  general  Aurelian  to  be  consul,  who, 
,being  poor,  and  not  in  circumstances  to  treat 
the  people  with  games,  and  to  defray  the  cus- 
tomary expenses  of  that  office,  Valerian  com- 
manded that  they  should  be  paid  out  of  the 
public  treasure,  and  wrote  the  order  in  die 
following  terms  :  fVe  have  named  Aurelian  con^ 
suL     By  his  poverty  he  u  great,  greater  than  any 
other ;  but  as  he  is  not  in  a  situation  to  support 
ffie  expense,  you  shall  give  him,  S^c.     Admirable 
expressions,  but  of  no  eflfect  in  a  corrupt  age ! 
Reign  of  hii     Gallienus,  the  son  of  Valerian,  being  chosen 
G^^  emperor,  far  from  being  desirous  of  the  honour 
of  revenging  the  ill  treatment  of  his  father,  and 
freeing  him  from  prison,  ran  into  every  excess 
of  debauchery ;   while  plague,   wars,  famine, 
rebellions,  contempt  of  the   laws,   and   other 
dreadful  calamities,  set  the  empire  in  combus- 
tion.    The  transactions  of  this  reign  form  a 
dismal  chaos,  upon  which  it  would  be  fruitless 
to  attempt  to  throw  any  lights :  it  was  nothing 
but  a  continuation  of  ravages  by  the  barba- 
rians, and  insurrections  of  the  army. 
Emneroni       A  crowd  of  rcbcls  assumcd  the  title  of  empe- 
'iJgJSi    rors.     Trebellius  reckons  no  less  than  thirty  ; 
number.   |j^|.  Crcvicr  rcduccs  them  to  eighteen.     Post- 
humus,  who  reigned  seven  years  in  Gaul,  with 
all  the  qualities  of  a  great  prince,  deserves  to 
be  distinguished  from  the  rest.     He  repulsed 
the  Germans,  and,  according  to  custom,  was 
mui^ered  by  his  soldiers. 
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OdenatuSy  prince  of  Palmyra,  or  chief  of  a  odenatus 
tribe  of  Saracens,  was  still  more  famous.  That  zenobu. 
hero,  attached  to  the  emperor  and  despised  by 
Sapor,  continued,  without  remission,  to  figHt 
a^inst  the  Persians,  and  carried  the  terror  of 
his  arms  even  to  their  capital,  Ctesaphon  in 
Assyria.  G^Uienus  created  him  Augustus,  a 
title  of  which  he  shared  the  honours  with  his 
wife,  the  famous  Zenobia ;  but  he  unhap^iily 
fell  a  sacrifice  to  domestic  treachery,  in  which 
Zenobia  was  suspected  of  having  acted  a  part. 
She  governed  as  queen  of  the  East^  in  the  name 
of  her  children,  assumii^  all  the  badges  of 
imperial  dignity,  and  exercising  the  authority, 
but  without  being  recognised  by  Gallienus. 

GalUenus  was  at  that  time  in  Illyria,  oppos-  m. 
ing  the  barbarians,  when  Aureolus,  a  Dacian,  JSS^itH 
a  worthless  insolent  man,  caused  himself  to  be 
proclaimed  emperor  in  Italy,  and  obliged  him 
to  return.  Marcian  and  Claudius,  two  brave 
officers  with  whom  he  left  the  command  of  the 
army,  repulsed  the  Goths  or  Scythians ;  for 
they  are  equally  well  known  by  either  name ; 
ana  having  rejoined  GalUenus,  they  conspired 
against  him,  and  caused  him  to  be  assassinat- 
ed. He  rendered  himself  so  execrable  by  his 
cruelty  and  debauchery^  that  he  was  loaded 
with  curses  by  the  people,  though  at  the  same 
time  his  murderers  thought  proper  to  procure 
him  the  apotheosis.  Intoxicated  witn  in£iu 
mous  pleasures,  and  totally  insensible  to  every 
thin^  else,  when  he  was  informed  that  the  £1^- 
gyptians  had  revolted,  he  coldly  replied,  Very 
well^  cannot  we  live  uithout  the  linen  of  Egypt  f 
and  being  told  that  Gaul  was  Ukewise  k^t,  Is 
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ihe  republic  lost  because  we  can  have  no  more  stuffi 

of  Arras  ? 

He  reduced      The  scnatOFs,  iu  particular,  were  offended 

KiiJto^  to  with  him  for  having  prohibited  them  from  all 

dnu^of   military  authority  ;  ah  unexampled  innovation. 

'  magbtnu^.  However,  they  were  accustomed  to  prefer  the 

peaceful  duties  of  the  magistracy  to  the  dan- 

fers  inseparable  from  a  military  life :  And  here 
egins  the  distinction  between  the  robe  and 
the  sword,  which  had  been  hitherto  unknown. 
A  dread  of  the  senators  having  too  great  an 
influence  in  the  army,  occasioned  this  change  ; 
but  adventurers,  robbers,  and  barbarians,  daily 
made  themselves  emperors. 
Giprioue  Claudius,  by  the  use  he  made  of  poweF, 
^JSii  showed  that  he  was  worthy  of  the  sovereignty ; 
and  if  his  reign  had  not  been  too  short,  he 
might  be  compared  with  Trajan.  Aureolus, 
who  maintained  his  power  in  Milan,  offered 
terms  of  peace,  which,  not  being  able  to  ob« 
tain,  he  ventured  an  engagement,  and  was 
killed.  Tetricus  had  possession  of  Gaul,  Spain, 
and  Britain  ^  and  the  emperor  was  prevented 
from  turning  his  arms  against  him  by  a  dread- 
ful irruption  of  the  Goths.  The  war  against 
Tetricus^  said  he  nobly,  onh/  concerns  me  ;  and 
the  otfier  is  the  war  of  tfie  state.  Above  three 
hundred  thousand  of  these  barbarians  having 
made  a  fruitless  attempt  to  settle  in  Asia,  had 
crossed  the  Hellespont  and  laid  siege  to  Thes- 
salonica.  According  to  Zonaras,  a  body  of 
their  troops  took  possession  of  Athens,  and 
intended  to  bum  all  the  books  in  that  place, 
but  were  dissuaded  by  one  of  their  number, 
from  a  reflection  which  is  more  solid  than  may 
appear  at  first  sight,  though  in  some  respects 
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false.  He  alleged  Jhat  the  Greeks,  by  dedi- 
cating their  time  to  reading,  neglected  the  art 
of  war,  and  therefore  were  more  easy  to  be 
conquered.  Upon  the  arrival  of  Claudius,  the 
Goms  withdrew  from  Thessalonica,  when  he 
pursued  them  to  the  Danube,  where  he  came 
up  with  them,  and  cut  their  army  in  pieces. 
Few  more  memorable  battles  have  ever  been 
fought.  Claudius  died  of  an  infectious  disy 
temper  at  Sirmium,  after  a  reig^  of  three  years; 
by  which  misfortune,  the  empire  lost  an  excel- 
lent prince,  who,  had  he  survived,  would  perr 
baps  have  shared  the  fate  of  the  tyrants. 


AURELIAN, 


Claudius  was  succeeded  by  Aurelian,  a  man     sm 
already  distinguished,  and  capable  of  supply-  ^^^ 
ing  the  place  of  the  late  emperor,  at  least  in  tne    •g««»* 
department  of  war.     He  was  soon  freed  from  b«btfiai». 
Quintillus,  the  brother  of  Claudius,  who  had. 
been  proclaimed  by  some  troops ;  but  was  de- 
feated near  Flacentia  by  the  bcurbarians,  who 
were  much  more  formidable  enemies,  and,  not- 
withstanding the  opposition  they  encountered, 
poured  like  a  deluge  into  Italy.     However,  he 
soon  revenged  his   losses  by  three   victories, 
which  were  followed  by  a  peace.     Rome  being 
filled  with  consternation,  he  undertook  to  re- 
build its  walls,  and  make  it  a  place  of  strenjgth. 
}ie  increased  its  circuit  to  fifty  miles,  ana  his 
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plan  was  completed  by  Probus.    The  war  a* 
gainst  Zenobia  now  called  him  into  the  Cast.  , 
^72.         This  ambitious  heroine,  politic,  chaste,  aii4 
y^!^!^  learned,  a  pupil  of  the  celebrated  Lon^inus,  had 
j»d  .   seized  upon  Egypt,  and  made  herself  mistress, 
•wJST"  not  only  of  Cappadocia,   but  Bithynia,  from 
which  there  is  an  easy  passage  into  Europe. 
Her  views  extended  to  the   conquest  of  the 
whole  Roman  empire,  and  her  courage  equal* 
led  her  vast  ideas.     But  the  superiority  ol  the 
European  to  the  Asiatic  troops  was  one  day  to 
prove  her  ruin.     Aurelian,  iiaving  driven  her 
from  Antioch,  and  defeated  her  army  at  Erne- 
sa,  pursued  and  besieged  her  in  Palmyra,  a  city 
eaually  strong  and  magnificent,  and  furnished 
with  large  magazines  of  provisions.     Having* 
written  to  Zenobia  in  an  imperious  style,  he 
received  a  very  haughty  answer.  However,  af- 
ter a  long  siege,  the  city  beginning  to  feel  all 
the  horrors  ot  famine,  that  princess  fled  to  soli- 
cit succours  from  the  Persians,  but  was  taken 
Erisoner  on  the  banks  of  the  Euphrates,  and 
rought  to  Aurelian,  who,  in  a  rage,  reproach- 
ing her  for  the  insolence  with  which  she  liad 
treated  the  Roman  emperors,  I  acknowledge  you 
for  einperor^  said  she,  because  you  know  haw  to 
conquer.     Gallienus,  and  those  who  resembled  lum^ 
I  did  not  Hank  wortiiy  qfthe  name. 
DeiiA  of      The  victor  spared  her  life,  but  he  put  Lonn- 
^'**°**°'*  nus  to  death,  as  author  of  the  letter  which  she 
had  addressed  to  him.    It  is  a  stain  on  the  glo- 
ry of  this  emperor  to  have  dipped  his  hands  in 
the  blood  of  a  philosopher,  \vIio  is  still  admir- 
ed for  his  treatise  on  The  Sublime.    Palmyra 
having  again  revolted  after  Amx^lian  liad  pa$is- 
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ed  the  Bosphoiiis,  he  returned  and  gave  it  up 
to  pillage. 

Tetricus  still  reigned  in  Gaul,  but,  harassed  The 
with  perpetual  seditions,  he  sighed  for  a  private *"fc^' 
station,  and,  in  a  manner,  threw  himself  into  the*®  .£«i«n. 
arms  of  Aurelian,  submitting  at  discretion  im- 
mediately after  the  be^nning  of  an  engage- 
ment at  Chalons  sur  IV&rne,  by  which  the  em- 
pire was  reunited.  The  triumph  of  the  empe- 
ror, as  described  by  Vopiscus,  was  uncommon- 
ly magnificent,  i^nobia  and  Tetricus  shone 
among  the  prisoners,  and  both  were  afterwards 
treated  with  clemency.  Zenobia  lived  at  Rome 
as  a  private  lady  of  quality,  and  Tetricus  had 
a  command  in  Italy.  //  is  more  glorious^  said 
Aurelian  to  him,  to  be  governor  of  a  small  district 
in  Italy  J  than  to  reign  beyond  the  Alps.  The  state 
of  things  is  now  much  altered,  and  general  opi- 
nion is  no  longer  the  same  upon  this  subject. 

After  so  many  successes,  equally  brilUant  and  ^suted  hj 
rapid,  he  seemed  to  forget  his  former  modesty,  praqKrit^. 
He  had  refused  his  wife  a  robe  of  silk,  saying, 
that  it  was  shameful  to  purchase  a  piece  of  stuff 
for  its  weight  in  ^old.  But  he  himself  be^an  to 
wear  embroidered  garments  adorned  witn  pre- 
cious stones.  He  also  assumed  the  diadem, 
which  no  emperor  had  ventured  to  do  before 
him  ;  and  on  his  medals  we  see  the  titles  ofLord 
and  God.  « 

Though  naturally  prone  to  severity,  he  en-  Doottm. 
deavoured  to  gain  the  afiections  of  tne  people  ^  «^^ 
by  donatives, and  changed  the  ordinary  distribu-      ^^^ 
tions  of  com  into  presents  of  bread  and  clothes  ; 
to  which  he  would  have  added  wine,  had  not 
some  person  shrewdly  remarked,  that  then  no- 
thing would  be  wanting  but  to  furnish  the  peo- 
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Ae  with  poultry.  These  dangerous  donatives 
lad  been  long  established  from  motives  of  inte- 
rest and  ambition,  and  their  effects  were  to 
make  the  people  craving,  lazy,  and  insolent.  A 
good  government  will  fand  employment  for  the 

foor,  not  sufler  them  to  languish  in  idleness, 
t  was  a  saying  of  Aurelian,  Nothing  so  goodhu^ 
moured  as  the  people  after  a  hearty  meal.    But 
that  very  people  grew  furious  when  their  capri,- 
ces  were  not  satisfied,  and  they  insisted  upon 
being  supported  at  the  public  expense,  without 
doing  any  thing  useful  to  the  state,  which  was 
an  inexhaustible  source  of  disorders. 
Good         While  Aurelian  thus  courted  the  populace, 
«*r^™^*  he  did  not  neglect  the  affairs  of  govermnent. 
rnpecti.  Order  and  justice  were  maintained,  and  crimes 
severely  punished ;  he  did  not  spare  those  un- 
feeling men,  who,  under  pretence  of  zeal  for  the 
increase  of  the  revenue,  oppressed  the  people. 
He  caused  his  own  slaves  to  be  tried  before  the 
ordinary   courts,  and  made  wise    regulations 
against  abuses.  He  is  censured  as  being  too  se- 
vere ;  but  if  we  examine  his  conduct,  and  re- 
flect on  the  moderation  with  which  he  treated 
his  enemies,  we  shall  find  that  this  reproach  is 
less  owing  to  real  cruelty  than  the  licentious- 
ness of  his  age. 
OrfouMand     After  a  second  visit  to  Gaul,  where  he  rebuilt 
Dijonimat  jj^g  ancient  town  of  Genabum,  which,  from  his 

-AnrwM"-  own  name,  he  called  Aurelianum^  Orleans,  and 
founded  Dijon  ;  from  motives  of  prudence  he 
abandoned  Dacia,  a  conquest  of  Ti^jan,  situat- 
ed to  the  north  of  the  Danube,  transJ)orting  the 
inhabitants  into  Maesia,  and  made  that  river 
the  boundary  of  the  empire.  Having  resolved 
to  revenge  on  the  Persians  the  injuries  rcpeiv- 
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ed  from  Sapor,  he  had  marched  into  Thrace, 
and  was  ready  to  pass  the  Bosphorus,  when  he 
was  assassinated,  in  consequence  of  a  conspira- 
cy formed  against  him  by  one  of  his  secreta- 
ries, Mnestheus,  who,  having  fallen  under  the 
emperor's  suspicion,  was  afraid  of  being  pu- 
nished.    The  death  bf  this  hero  excited  the      27s. 

WW 

anger  of  the  soldiers  against  the  murderers ;  ,-i!;!.!!Li 
and  a  temple  was  erected  to  him  upon  the  spot 
where  he  fell. 


TACITUS.     PROBUS.     CARUS    AND   HIS  SONS. 

DIOCLESIAN. 


Electkm 


I 

Whether  the  victories  and  firmness  of  Aujre^ 
lian  had  impressed  a  dread  upon  ambitious  "dt^ 
minds,  or  the  army  had  learned  m  his  reign  tQ 
keep  within  the  bounds  of  their  duty ;  or  ra? 
ther  none  of  the  competitors  could  eain  their 
suffrages,  and  the  principal  officers  had  engaged 
in  an  odious  conspiracy,  they,  by  a  kind  of  pro- 
digy, referred  the  electipn  of  an  emperor  to  the 
senate,  which,  unquestionably,  from  timidity,  re- 
ferred b^ck  the  choice  tp  the  p.rmy.  More  than 
six  month3  elapsed  while  three  messages  of  the 
same  kind  passed  between  them,  and  no  usurper 
sta|i:ed  up.  At  last  the  senate  pitched  upon  Tar 
pitus,  on^  of  their  own  body^  a  man  advanced  in 
years,  and  eminent  for  his  virtues,  who,  with 
f*eluctance,  accepted  so  dangerous  a  station. 
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virtuott.  The  first  care  of  this  prince  was  to  restore 
^  reign  thc  scHatc  to  its  anciciit  dieiiity.  He  gave  it 
the  privilege  ot  receiving  ambassadors,  oi  mak- 
ing laws,  OI  naming  proconsuls,  of  judging  with- 
out appeal,  and  looked  upon  it  as  the  arbiter  of 
peace  and  war.  This  body  hoped  that  the 
change  would  be  lasting;  so  prone  are  societies, 
as  well  as  individuals,  to  feed  themselves  with 
delusive  hopes.  Tacitus  having  solicited  the 
consulship  for  his  brother,  and  ipeeting  with  a 
repulse  from  the  senators,  instead  of  complain- 
ing, said,  with  an  air  of  satisfaction,  They  know 
what  prince  tlieyhave  made  choice  of. 
His  nspect  Hc  ordcrcd  all  the  libraries  to  be  provided 
TwJtL  the  ^^^  the  works  of  the  great  historian  whose 
I'u^oriu-  name  he  bore,  and  whose  kindred  he  thought 
an  honour.  This  was  not  vanity,  but  the  zeal 
of  a  good  prince,  because  nothing  can  be  bet- 
ter calculated  than  such  works  to  inspire  a  hor- 
ror for  vice  and  tyranny.  He  erected  a  temple 
to  the  Deified  Emperors^  in  which  honours  were 
to  be  paid  to  the  memory  of  princes  realljr  es- 
timable ;  upon  which  occasion,  it  was  wittily 
aAd  justly  observed,  that  all  their  names  might 
be  engraved  on  the  stone  of  a  ring. 
^^  During  the  interregnum,  the  Goths,  or  Scy- 
thians, had  overrun  Asia;  but  the  emperor 
marched  in  person  and  dispersed  them.  Un- 
luckily he  had  committed  the  administration 
to  one  of  his  relations,  unworthy  of  that  trust, 
who  was  murdered  for  his  acts  of  violence ;  and 
the  murderers  thinking  that  they  could  not 
escape  punishment  but  by  the  commission  of  a 
blacker  crime,  destroyed  Tacitus  himself,  not- 
withstanding  his  virtues. 
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The  troops  soon  showed  that  their  deference  s»cMeW 
to  the  senate  after  the  death  of  Aurelian,  was  p^^ 
the  effect  of  circumstances,  not  real  modera- 
tion. Two  armies  chose  two  emperors,  Flori- 
ANUs,  hrother  of  Tacitus,  and  Probus,  a  man 
of  uncommon  merit,  descended  of  an  obscure 
family  in  Pannonia,  but  worthy  of  succeeding 
the  Trajans.  Reflect  maturely^  said  he,  to  the 
soldiers,  you  mil  he  discontented  uith  your  choice; 
I  cannot JUatter  you.  But  they  paid  no  regard 
to  his  remonstrances ;  and  soon  after,  the  army 
of  Florianus  repenting  that  they  had  preferred 
him  to  so  great  a  man,  murdered  nim,  and 
eagerly  submitted  to  Probus. 

Probus  then  wrote  to  the  senate  in  respect-  xbe  senate 
ful  terms,  laying  before  them  the  state  of  at  «■!**'*«**• 
fairs  ;  and  added,  *  It  is  your  business  to  judge 
whether  I  be  worthy  of  the  empire.  I  request 
you  to  regulate  that  matter  as  you  shall  think 
most  proper.*  Being  without  difficulty  ac- 
knowledged by  the  senate,  he  followed  th^ 
example  of  Tacitus,  and  left  them  the  abso- 
lute direction  in  civil  matters,  contenting  him- 
self with  little  more  than  the  command  of  the 
army. 

After  the   death  of  Aurelian,  a  delugre  of  ^  The 
barbarians  issuing  from  Germany,  Franks,  Bur-  aSST or 
gundians,  and  Vandals,  filled  Gaul  with  blood     ^"^ 
and  devastation,  but  were  driven  out  by  this 
emperor,  who  imposed  on  them  very  hard  con- 
ditions, obliged  them  to  give  hostages,  sub- 
jected them  to  a  tribute,  carried  off  their  cattle, 
and  set  apart  sixteen  thousand  of  their  young 
men,  whom  he  distributed  among  the  different 
armies  and  provinces.     It  was  a  rule  of  his 
policy  to  draw  succours  from  the  barbarians, 
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Provided  iJiey  may  be  feli^  not  seen ;  but  Uius 
these  nations  were  taught  the  military  art^ 

AbroTdity      Let  us  remark,  by  the  by,  an  absurdity  in 

2^^  2k)simus,  a  Greek  historian,  cotemporary  with 
"^  Theodosius.  According  to  him,  the  Romans 
being  in  want  of  provisions,  there  fell  a  shower 
of  wheat,  mixed  with  water,  which  furnished 
them  with  a  sufficient  supply  of  bread.  The 
farther  we  remove  from  the  learned  ages,t  he 
more  is  history  disfigured  by  fables. 
882.         Frobus  was  incessantly  employed,  sometimes 

J^ISSld.  ill  Europe,  sometimes  in  Asia,  in  repulsing  the 
barbarians,  or  extinguishing  revolts  j  and  three 
or  four  usurpers  having  fallen  in  their  at- 
tempts, peace  was  every  where  restored ;  dur- 
ing which,  the  soldiers  were  employed  in  use- 
ful works;  but  their  mutinous  spirit  was  not 
quelled.  The  emperor  obliging  them  to  dig  a 
canal,  and  drain  some  marshes  near  Sirmium, 
the  place  of  his  nativity,  the^  killed  him  in  a 
sedition.  To  him  France,  Spam,  and  Hungary, 
are  indebted  for  their  vines.  Domitian  had 
forbid  them  to  be  planted,  but  Frobus  grant- 
ed these  three  nations  this  privilege.  Nature 
sometimes  seems  only  to  wait  for  a  good  law, 
in  order  to  produce  treasures. 
Ctfuiicigiis     The  army  bestowed  the  empire  on  Carps, 

■horAune.  ^^P^^^^^  ^^  ^hc  prsbtoriau  guaras,  a  native  of 
Narbonne,  who  wrote  to  the  senate  in  the  fol- 
lowing terms :  *  It  ought  to  give  you  pleasure, 
that  a  member  of  your  order  and  a  denizen  of 
your  city  has  been  made  emperor.  We  shall 
endeavour  to  appear  more  worthy  of  your 
esteem  than  foreigners.'  In  fact,  Claudius, 
Aurelian  and  Frobus,  who  were  lUyrians,  were 
not  looked  upon  as  Romans ;  but  this  circum- 
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stance  only  heightened  their  merit;  and  it 
would  have  heen  a  great  deal  in  Cams  to  equal 
them.  However,  he  had  not  time.  After  de- 
feating the  Sarmatians,  and  vigorously  urging 
the  Persians,  he  was  found  dead  in  nis  tent, 
heing  either  struck  with  lightning,  as  was  vul- 
garly reported,  or,  as  was  more  prohably  con- 
jectured, murdered  by  Aper,  captain  of  the 
guards. 

Carinus  and  Nubieriamus,  his  two  sons,  on  .ssi. 
both  of  whom  he  had  bestowed  the  title  of  Au-  ^^^^^ 
gustus,  succeeded  him  without  election.  The  ^  ^^^ 
second  died  almost  immediately  after ;  and 
Aper  was  suspected  of  a  new  murder.  Dio- 
CLESIAN  being  elected  emperor,  killed  him  with 
his  own  hand,  in  sight  of  the  army.  It  is 
said,  that  a  druidess  prophesied,  that  Dioclesian 
should  be  raised  to  the  empire  after  killing  a 
boar ;  and  he  now  thought  the  oracle  verified, 
because  of  the  signification  of  the  Latin  word 
aper.  The  enormous  vices  of  Carinus  certainly 
were  of  more  service  to  Dioclesian  than  this 
ridiculous  prophesy.  Carinus  ^ve  him  battle 
in  upper  Msesia,  and  would  nave  gained  a 
complete  victory,  had  not  the  officers  whose 
wives  he  had  debauched,  seized  that  oppor- 
tunity of  revenging  the  injury,  by  assassinat- 
ing him. 
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DIOCLESIAN  AND  MAXIMIAN.    CONSTANTIUS 
CHLORUS  AND  GALERIUS. 


ciianeter  DiocLEsiAN  wos  a  native  of  Dalmatia,  and,  ac- 
jjjj,j[,5^^  cording  to  some  authors,  had  been  the  slave 
and  freedman  of  a  senator,  from  which  low 
station  he  rose  by  his  merit.  Under  Numeri- 
anus,  he  bore  the  office  of  Qntnt  of  the  domestics^ 
the  emperor's  household  troops ;  for  the  prae- 
torian guards,  so  formidable  by  their  contmual 
revolts,  now  served  only  in  the  army,  or  guard- 
ed the  outside  of  the  palace.  'J'o  military  ta- 
lents, Dioclesian  added  genius,  policy,  and  vir- 
tue. His  actions  will  enable  us  to  judge  whe- 
ther the  reproach  of  tyranny,  cast  upon  him 
by  the  ecclesiastical  writers,  be  not  chargeable 
with  partiality,  and  whether  there  be  as  much 
justice  as  zeal  in  their  invectives  against  him. 
In  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  he  gave  a  re- 
markable proof  of  moderation  ;  for  though  vic- 
torious, and  all  powerful,  after  a  civil  war,  he 
did  not  deprive  a  single  person  who  had  fa- 
voured the  party  opposed  to  him  of  their  life, 
property,  or  honours. 
28ft.  As  the  empire  was   attacked   and  pressed 

M^imian  OH  all  sidcs  iu  thc  East  and  West,  Dioclesian 
bb  cdSLgue.  thought  it  necessary  to  procure  an  assistant 
for  its  defence ;  and,  for  this  purpose,  chose 
Maximian,  a  Pannonian  of  obscure  birth,  but 
an  able   captain,    notwithstanding    the    fero- 
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city  of  his  character.  A  colleague  of  this 
stamp  was  not  dreaded  by  the  emperor,  whos^ 
prudence  enabled  him  to  direct  fiuod  curb  that 
unpetuous  disposition.  Maximian  drove  out  of 
Gaul  those  baroarous  Germans,  who  were  inces- 
santly renewing  their  incursions ;  and  Diocle^ 
sian  was  no  less  successful  against  the  Persians 
and  barbarous  nations. 

But  new  dangers  a^in  springing  up  after  He 
victories,  that  the  enemies  might  be  repulsed,  *"***  *^ 
and  the  seditious  ciurbed,  he  took  the  resolu^* 
tion  of  naming  two  Csesars,  who  should  each 
command  an  army,  with  the  right  of  succes- 
sion to  the  empire ;  and  this  title  was  bestowed 
on  Constantius  Chlorus,  and  Galerius  ;  the  first 
OTand-nephew  of  Claudius  U.,  a  man  estimable 
for  his  personal  qualities ;  the  other  a  Dacian, 
of  low  birth,  and  endowed  with  no  virtue  but 
courage.  To  the  first  were  assi^ed  the  pro- 
vinces of  Gaul,  Spain,  and  Britain ;  to  the  ser 
cond  lUyria,  Thrace,  Macedonia,  and  Greece. 
The  emperors,  without  making  a  division  of 
the  empire,  which  seemed  to  remain  still  oqe 
body  with  two  heads,  sliared  between  them 
the  inspection  of  the  provinces ;  Maximian  gq^ 
veming  the  West,  and  Dioclesian  the  East. 

Though  this  new  system  had  its  advantages     Bmi 
in  the  present  circumstances,  yet  it  produced  t^f"^^ 
the  most  pernicious  efiects.     Not  to  mention  ^^J^^, 
the  jealousy  and  discords  almost  unavoidable 
among  several  princes  of  equal  rank,  the  so- 
vereign authority  was  weakened  by  bein^  di- 
vided.   The  body  was  no  longer  directed  oy  a 
single  head,  nor  the  provinces  accustomed  to 
look  upon  themselves  as  parts  of  one  great 
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whole. '  Besides,  every  prince  had  his  particu- 
lar court,  and  his  set  of  officers,  supported  at 
the  public  expense,  which  multiplied  the  taxes, 
and  exhausteid  the  treasury.  Lactantius  says, 
in  his  hyperbolical  style,  that  more  people  re- 
ceived money  from  the  treasury  than  paid  in- 
to it.  Though  we  considerably  lessen  his  cal- 
culation, we  still  find  sufficient  reason  to  tremble 
for  the  subjects.  Thus,  when  public  evik  are 
come  to  an  extremity,  the  remedy  is  often  pro- 
ductive of  new  mischief. 
HoiiMtiif  The  magnificence  of  Dioclesian,  and  his  pas- 
^di^!^  sion  for  building,  were  another  source  of  ex- 
^  pense.  His  hot  baths,  the  remains  of  which  are 
still  to  be  seen  at  Rome,  and  which  are  compar- 
ed by  Ammianus  to  a  province,  actually  surpass 
ordinary  towns  in  extent.  Nicomedia,*his  com- 
mon place  of  residence,  vied  with  Rome  in  the 
stateuness  of  its  buildings.  But  the  revenue 
would  have  been  much  better  employed  in  sup- 
plying the  exigencies  of  the  empire. 
Sn^jW  Yet  the  administration  was  every  where  suc- 
tioa.  cessful.  Julian  and  Achillseus,  two  usurpers, 
were  overthrown.  It  is  true,  Dioclesian  aban- 
doned a  vast  territory  in  Egypt  above  the  city 
Elephantina,  but  its  revenue  was  not  sufficient 
to  defray  the  expense  of  the  ^rrisons.  Ck>n- 
stantius  Chlorus  subdued  Britain,  where  Ca- 
valcarus,  and  afterwards  Allectus,  had  usurped 
the  title  of  Augustus ;  retook  the  country  of 
the  Batavi  from  the  Franks ;  rebuilt  a  great 
number  of  towns,  and  again  establishecf  the 
celebrated  school  at  Autim,  the  care  of  which 
he  committed  to  Eumenius,  an  able  orator, 
whom  he  attached  to  his  person  by  the  gift  of 
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an  office,  and  a  salary  of  six  hundred  thousand 
sesterces.  * 

On  the  other  side,  Narses,  king  of  Persia,  ^•'^J^^ 
and  grandson  of  Sapor,  was  totally  routed  by  Penuos. 
Galerius,  after  having  been  victorious  in  sever- 
al engagements,  and  sued  for  peace,  which  he 
accepted  on  the  terms  prescribed  to  him.  The 
Romans  kept  possession  of  Mesopotamia,  and 
the  Tigris  was  made  their  frontier.  This  peace 
lasted  forty  years.  According  to  Aiurelius  Vic- 
tor, Dioclesian  mieht  have  made  an  easy  con* 
quest  of  the  whofe  Persian  dominions.  But 
\yhat  would  he  have  gained  by  it  ?  The  em- 
pire was  already  too  extensive.  A  prudent 
monarch  ought  never  to  think  of  enlarging 
his  dominions,  when  he  can  scarce  defend  those 
of  which  he  is  already  possessed.  Dioclesian, 
by  preserving  his  own  territories,  and  procur- 
ing them  the  happy  enjoyment  of  lasting  tran- 
quillity, did  more  than  if  he  had  made  exten- 
sive conquests. 

He  haa  reigned  eighteen  years,  always  sue-     The 
cessful  in  his  enterprises,  respected  by  nis  col-  |J^^"^J°be 
league  and  the  two  Caesars ;  universally  obey-  comiptad. 
ed,  and  observing  in  his  government  a  happy 
mixture  of  firmness  and  clemency.     Far  from 
persecuting  the  Christians,  he  showed  himself 
their  protector.     Long  tranquillity  had  cooled 
their  primitive  fervour,  which  diminished  in 
proportion  as  their  holy  religion  met  with  few- 
er obstacles  to  its  progress.     They  built  spa- 
cious churches,  where  the  true  God  was  pub- 
licly worshipped.     *  But,'  says  Eusebius,  *  en-    r 
vy,  ambition,  hypocrisy,  crept  in  amongst  us : 

I  m  ■■■!■  ■  iiraJ bt n "g"*""*"" 
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we  fought  against  one  another,  If  not  with 
arms,  at  least  by  discourses  and  writings ;  even 
the  pastors  indulged  themselves  in  quarrels  and 
mutual  animosities,  disputing  the  first  places 
m  the  churches,  as  if  they  nad  been  secular 
principalities.  *  This  evidence  sufficiently  proves 
that  a  storm  might  be  raised  against  the  church 
by  the  ill  conduct  of  Christians ;  and  that  we 
ought  not  to  be  surprised  at  meeting  even  in 
ecclesiastical  history  with  so  many  transactions 
hurtful  to  religion. 
908.         Galerius  bore  an  undistinguishing  hatred  a* 
^"^l^^^gainst  all  Christians,  not  only  from  motives  of 
torn  by  a  cHielty ,  but  supcrstitiou ;  and  calumniated  them 
to  the  emperor,  though  at  first  without  the 
success  he  wished.    A  great  coimcil  being  as- 
sembled, though  the  voices  were  unanimous 
against  them,  yet  Dioclesian  refused  to  issue 
an  edict  for  putting  them  to  death :  Yet  he  car- 
ried things  to  an  excess  of  severity,  ordering 
the  churcnes  to  be  demolished,  the  sacred  books 
to  be  burnt,  every  man  of  rank  who  professed 
that  religion  to  be  deprived  of  his  <^ces,  those 
in  lower  stations  of  their  franchises,  and,  last- 
ly, made  them  incapable  of  carrying  on  an  ac- 
tion against  any  person  whatever  in  the  courts 
of  justice.     This  edict  was  publicly  torn  in 

Sieces  by  a  Christian,  who  was  punished  with 
eath.  ^y  a  second  edict,  the  magistrates  were 
ordered  to  imprison  the  bishops  and  priests^ 
who  were  charged  with  inflaming  the  zeal  of 
the  populace. 
Acemnt       It  wc  may  believe  Lactantius,  Galerius,  in 
^^i^Hfm  order  to  provoke  the  emperor,  caused  the  pa- 
J^;^;^  lace  to  be  set  on  fire,  and  accused  the  Christ- 
ians as  being  the  authors  of  it.     But  Constan- 
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fine,  who  was  upon  the  spot,  says,  in  a  dis- 
course handed  down  to  us  by  Eusebius,  that  it 
was  caused  by  lightning.  Such  an  authority 
ought  to  be  followed  by  historians,  in  prefer* 
ence  to  that  of  Lactantius,  whose  work  on  per- 
secution was  purposely  written  to  show,  that 
they  who  are  guilty  of  that  crime  meet  with 
divine  punishment  even  in  this  life.  Frofiuie 
historians  here  failing  us,  we  have  no  opportu- 
nity of  comparing  testimonies  and  relations; 
only  it  appears  an  undoubted  fact,  that  this, 
which  was  the  tenth  general  persecution,  is  less 
to  be  ascribed  to  Dioclesian,  than  to  the  cruel- 
ty of  Galerius,  and  the  fanaticism  of  the  magis- 
trates or  people. 

According  to  Eusebius,  great  numbers  apos-  it  made 
tatized,  which  served  to  throw  additional  lustve  .^IImL 
on  the  glory  of  the  martyrs.  In  vain  did  the 
enemies  of  religion  attempt  to  triumph  over 
her  by  the  infliction  of  pumshments ;  for  these 
Attach  more  strongly  to  the  truth  those  souls 
which  aspire  to  eternal  rewards.  Evenr  real 
Christian  eagerly  desired  the  crown  of'^mar^^ 
tyrdom^ 

Dioclesian  now  paid  a  visit  to  Rome  for  due  iXoderfM 
second  time  since  his  acc^ision  to  the  empire,  i^?^^ 
and,  in  conjunction  with  his  colleague,  cele- 
brated a  triiunph  over  all  the  vanquished  luu 
tions.  The  Komans  expected  ma^ificent 
games  and  boundless  profusion,  to  which  they 
were  but  too  much  accustomed  ;  but  were  dis- 
appointed by  his  economy.  Games  celebrated 
wider  the  inspection  qf  the  censor,  he  said,  aught 
to  be  modest;  and  this  modesty,  which  the  peo- 
ple were  incapable  of  relishing,  they  converted 
wto  a  subject  for  murmurs  and  9arcasms ;  th^ 
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emperor  therefore  abruptly  quitted  a  city  which 
he  detested.  As  he  set  out  in  the  month  of 
December,  the  severity  of  the  season,  and  the 
length  of  the  journey,  threw  him  into  a  lan- 
guishing distemper,  of  which  he  never  perfect- 
ly recovered,  and  which  unquestionably  con- 
tributed to  make  him  lose  all  relish  for  his 
hi^  fortune. 
805^         The  disgust  he  conceived  against  grandeur. 


and      and  the  cares  of  government,  together  with  the 


mSSSb^  importunate  solicitations  of  the  ambitious  Ga- 
"^'^'^^^y*  lerms,  determined  him  to  abdicate  the  imperial 
dignity,  in  which  he  was  imitated  by  Maximi- 
an.    The  two  emperors  yielded  up  the  supreme 
power  to  the  two  Caesars,  who  from  that  time 
assumed  the  title  of  Augustus ;  and,  in  order  to 
keep  up  the  same  form  of  government,  nanded 
two  new  Caesars,    Maximian,  the  nephew  of 
Galerius,  and  Severus ;  two  men  unworthy  of 
that  high  rank,  whether  we  consider  their  birth 
or  their  character.     It  was  to  Galerius  that  they 
owed  their  promotion ;  for  though  Maxentius, 
son  of  Maximian  and  Constantine,  son  of  Con- 
stantius  Chlorus,  in  every  respect  deserved  the 
preference,  yet  he  chose  to  have  such  as  were 
entirely  at  his  devotion,  and  sacrificed  the  pub- 
lic good  to  his  own  ambition. 
UmS^n       ^^  behold  Dioclesian,  after  a  glorious  reign 
•oiitude.   of  twenty  .years,  in  his  retirement  at  Salone, 
the  place  oi  his  nativity,  cultivating  his  garden, 
and  congratulating  himself  on  his  happiness,  is 
a  spectacle  interesting  to  mankind.     When  his 
friends  wrote  to  him  to  reascend  the  throne ; 
J[fS/ou  did  but  see,  replied  he,  tfie  pulse  which  I 
raise  uith  my  own  hands,  you  would  never  speak 
to  me  qftJic  empire. 
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The  description  of  the  difficulties  and  dan-  _  Hm. 
gers  attendant  upon  supreme  power,  which,  is 
attributed  to  him  by  Vopiscus,  and  quoted  by' 
Crevier,  proves  how  well  he  knew,  and  how  at- 
tentive he  was  to  avoid  them.  *  Nothing,' 
says  he,  *  is  more  difficult  than  to  govern  with 

{irudence.  Four  or  five  men  join  together,  and 
brm  a  cabal  on  purpose  to  deceive  the  prince ; 
they  direct  his  judgment ;  while  shut  up  in  his 
palace  he  sees  not  the  truth,  nor  knows  any 
things  but  from  their  report ;  he  confers  offices 
on  the  unworthy,  and  displaces  those  who  de- 
serve his  confiaence ;  in  a  word,  a  good  and 
virtuous  prince  is  sold  by  traitors. '  Happily 
for  the  world,  men  truly  n*eat  can  avoid  thq 
snares  of  adulation,  ana  place  their  confidence 
with  discernment. 

Constantius  Chlorus  being  as  much  distin-  Vwtitui 
guished  for  his  justice,  affability,  and  bene-  ^''^'^ 
hcence,  as  Galerius  for  ambition  and  cruelty,  it  •"^*^ 
was  impossible  that  an  union  could  subsist  be- 
tween the  two  emperors ;  they  therefore  di- 
vided the  empire,  in  order  to  govern  their  re- 
spective dominions  separately ;  but  the  shares 
were  far  from  being  equal.  Severus,  who,  by 
his  dignity  of  Csesar,  was  to  govern  as  lieu- 
tenant of  Constantius,  acted  only  as  the  crea- 
ture of  Galerius,  who  was  not  only  master  of 
Asia,  Ill^ria,  and  Thrace,  but  likewise  of  Italy 
and  Africa,  the  department  of  Severus,  and  of 
the  East  from  Mount  Amanus  in  Cilicia  to  the 
extremities  of  Egypt,  which  made  the  govern^' 
ment  of  Maximin. 

While  he  was  exercising  his  tyranny  overconstonthH 
those  vast  regions,  Spain,  Gaul,  and  JBritain,    y^ 
tasted  the  sweets  of  an  equitable  government. 
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As  the  only  aim  of  Constantius  was  to  make 

his  subjects  happy,  far  from  enriching  himself 

by  oppressive   mipositions,   or  impoverishing^ 

them  Dy  his  luxury,  he  even  borrowed  plate 

from  his  own  friencb  when  he  gave  great  enter^ 

tainments ;  employing  his  money  only  for  the 

public  good,  and  possessing  no  treasure  but  the 

nearts  of  the  people.     Accordingly,  upon  the 

least  signal,  they  were  eager  to  offer  nim  all 

that  was  in  their  power  to  bestow.    This  ex* 

oellent  prince  died  at  York,  on  his  return  finom 

a  successful  expedition  against  the  Picts.    His 

son  Constantine,  whom  we  shall  soon  see  filling 

the  throne  with  splendour,  having  escaped  from 

Jficomedia,  where  Dioclesian  had  kept  him  as 

a  hostage,  and  Galerius  intended  to  confine 

him  as  a  prisoner,  was  named  by  his  father  on 

bis  deathbed  sole  successor  to  his  dominions, 

and  immediately  proclaimed  by  the  army. 

Alitor      In  the  time  of  JDioclesian,  lived  the  authors 

BkSjT  of  the  August  history,  Capitolinus,  Lampridir 

us,  Trebellius,  Spartian,  and  Vopiscus,  whose 

wretched  compositions,  though  necessary,  for 

want  of  better,  are  the  more  unfit  for  a  body 

of  connected  history,  as  they  contradict  eacn 

other,  and  none  of  them  is  entirely  consistent 

with  himself.    "We  have  already  observed,  that 

good  taste,  together  with  truth,  had  already 

vanished. 

FiodBM       The   Platonic  philosophy   had   aeain  beei| 

pj»|J^  brought  into  repute  by  Plotinus,  mio,  in  the 

*  time  of  Gallienui^,  solicited  permissicm  to  build 

a  city  in  Campania,  in  order  there  to  realize 

the  system  of^  Plato's  republic  :  but  he  ought 

rather  to  have  pitched  upon  a  desert  far  from 

any  communication  with  the  rest  of  mankind ; 
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und  even  then  his  scheme  could  not  have  suc- 
ceeded, for  his  philosophers  would  have  de- 
generated into  men.  Mis  disciple,  Porph^ir, 
floiuished  at  Rome  under  Piopiesian,  and  was 
one  of  the  most  dangerous  opponents  Chris- 
tianity ever  had.  When  Constantino  signa- 
lized nis  zeal  for  the  true  religion,  he  suppress- 
ed Porphyry's  work  against  it,  of  which  we 
only  have  a  few  fragments  preserved  by  the 
fathers,  by  whom  it  was  refuted. 

The  idle  dreams  of  the  later  Platonists,  the 
fantastic  beings  with  which  they  filled  the 
world,  and  the  superstitious  myst^n^s  by  which 
they  pretended  to  unit§  themselves  with  the 
Deity  himself,  seem  only  proper  to  disgust 
men  of  solid  sense.  However,  the  taste  for 
Platonism  spread  even  ampn?  the  Christians, 
where  it  ^ve  birth  to  an  abstruse  captious 
subtilty,  wnence  originated  a  multitude  of  opi- 
nions equally  pernicious  to  the  good  of  me 
church,  ^d  the  tranquillity  of  the  state.  The 
Platonists  formed  a  mystic  theology,  in  order 
to  disguise  the  shocking  and  absura  doctrinen 
of  Paganism ;  and  it  is  to  be  feared  that  tha 
Christians,  studying  their  philosophy  in  order 
to  combat  them,  adopted  some  ot  tneir  ideas, 
find  corrupted  the  noble  simplicity  of  the  Evan- 
gelic faith,  by  an  osten^tious  display  of  vain 
science. 
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ELEVENTH  EPOCH, 

THE    SEAT  OF  THE   EMPIRE   TRANSFERRED 
TO    CONSTANTINOPLE,    AND    CHRISTIANITY 

ESTABLISHED. 


CONSTANTINE. 


CHAPTER  I. 

BEGINNING    OF    THE  REIGN  OF  CONSTANTINE.      HIS 
CONVERSION.      THE  DEFEAT  OF  MAXENTIUS. 

BirArf  AVhether  Constantinc  the  Great  was  a  native 
of  Bithynia  or  of  Britain,  or,  which  is  more 
probable,  of  Nalssa  in  Dardania ;  whether  his 
mother  Helena  was  of  high  or  low  extraction, 
'  the  wife  or  concubine  of  Constantius  Chlorus, 
are  problems  of  history  where  the  disputants 
lose  themselves  in  the  dark.  If  we  confine  our- 
selves to  what  is  true  and  useful,  we  will  here 
find  ample  food  for  our  curiosity.    Our  atten- 
tion will  be  fixed  by  a  new  arrangement  of  af- 
fairs ;  a  new  capital,  a  new  religion,  a  new  sys- 
tem of  policy.     We  shall  meet  with  fewer  re- 
markable crimes,  less  blood  spilt,  fewer  violent 
and  sudden  revolutions,  but  more  intrigues, 
treachery,  and  deep  villany ;  we  shall  see  the 
church  triumphant  over  idolatry,  torn  by  intes- 
tine quarrels ;  the  empire  still  supporting  itself 
by  its  own  weight,  though  on  every  sioe  nod- 
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ding  to  its  fall :  such  are  the  principal  objects 
presented  by  the  age  of  Constantine,  and  which 
make  it  one  of  the  most  remarkable  epochs  in 
history.  The  truth  is,  in  some  degree,  cloud- 
ed by  the  frequent  contradictions  between  the 
Christian  and  Heathen  authors ;  but  let  us  form 
our  judgment  by  undoubted  facts,  and  not  by 
panegyrics  or  satires;  thus  shall  we  acquire 
Knowledge  worth  our  labour. 

Constantine  was  about  thirty-two  years  of  age     aog. 
at  his  father's  death.  His  majestic  person  gave  Q»«*>« 
additional  lustre  to  the  great  qualities  of  his  the  Roman 
heart  and  head.     His  courage  was  roused  by   ^^'^^ 
ambition ;  and  bravery,  joined  with  prudence, 
conducted  the  projects  formed  by  his  desire  of 
power.     Galerius  dreaded  him,  and  therefore 
refused  him  the  title  of  Caesar, which  he  confer- 
red on  Severus. 

The  latter  found  at  first  a  rival  in  Maxen-  Bfuimkn 
tins,  son  of  Maximian,  who  was  proclaimed  em-  tbTtitb^ 

Eeror  by  the  city  of  Rome  and  the  army ;  but,  «»p««"- 
eing  incapable  of  supporting  himself  by  his 
own  strength,  he  invited  his  father  to  resume 
the  imperial  dignity.  Maximian,  who  regretted 
the  loss  of  his  authority,  embraced  the  propo- 
sal, after  having  in  vain  solicited  Dioclesian  to 
take  the  same  step  ;  but  he  still  preferred  the 
culture  of  his  garden ;  either  from  an  unwil- 
lingness to  renounce  the  happiness  of  retire- 
ment, or  from  not  seeing  any  probability  of  re- 
storing tranquillity  to  the  empire.  Severus,  be- 
trayed by  his  army,  which  haa  been  corrupted, 
was  in  a  short  time  obliged  to  open  his  veins.  • 

Mean  while,  Maximian  dreaded  that  he  would  Tda  to 
soon  be  overwhelmed  by  the  power  of  Galerius.  ^'^^ 
He,  therefore,  retired  into  Gaul,  where  he  united  m««««"* 
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iiis  escape.  Myfimiin  Imid  hcild  of 
dik  pretence  toamempt  the  deposhioo  of  hb 
son,  bm  £uled  in  the  enteqnc,  and  nas  6bli^ 
eed  to  At  fion  Rome.  Eonged  to  madness  at 
nis  vant  of  siiooesf%  he  letuined  to  ConstantiBe, 
and  used  every  eBott  to  engMgt  him  in  the  war; 
hot  not  being^  aUe  to  succeeOp  he  joined  Gale- 
lius  himsdC  with  a  view,  as  he  said,  of  giving* 
peace  to  the  empire,  or,  more  pnihabhr,  widi  a 
design  to  laise  himsdf  again  or  some  new  act 
of  treacfaenr. 


r    . 


One  Licinius,  a  Dacian,  of  obscure  birth,  vi* 
mtwm    ^^^^^^  character,  and  barbarous  manners,  with* 

y  ^    ff^    out  any  merit,  except  his  skill  in  war,  was 

named  Augustus,  in  the  room  of  Sevems,  hy 
Galerius,  in  presence  of  Maximian  and  Diode- 
sian,  who  constantly  refused  to  reasoend  the 
throne.  Maximin,  the  Qtutr^  enraged  at  this 
choice,  assumed  die  title  of  Augustus  by  his 
own  authority.  The  scene  was  perpetuallv  chan- 

^  g^ing.     Maximian  having  quarrelled  witn  Gale- 

rius, returned  to  Constantine  in  Gaul,  where,  in 
recompense  for  the  favours  he  had  received,  he 
plotted  against  his  benefiau^tor.  Pursued,  taken, 
and  again  treated  with  cl^nency,  he  attempted 
the  lite  of  that  priope,  who,  at  h^t,  forced  nim 
to  strangle  himself,  and  caused  his  statues  to  be 
thrown  down.  The  old  emperor,  who  was  an 
enemy  to  repose,  to  his  son,  to  his  scm-in-law. 
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and  himself,  had  several  times  quitted  and  re* 
smned  the  purple. 

The  following  year  Galerius  died.  The  hea-  De.^ 
then  writers  are  loud  in  his  praises,  while  the  ©^  g«i«m^ 
Christian  represent  him  as  a  tyrant.  The  rea- 
son is,  that  he  was  zealous  for  Paganism,  and 
persecuted  Christianity.  However,  towards  the 
close  of  his  life,  he  published  an  edict  of  tole- 
ration, which  was  fixed  up  in  Nicomedia. 

Maxentius,  another  persecutor,  hated  the  Chri-  lynimy 
stians  the  more  violently,  as  Constantine,  after  Mmtiiii. 
the  example  of  Constantius  Chlorus,  showed 
them  favour,  either  from  motives  of  clemency  or 
policy .  But  his  tyranny  was  not  confined  to  them ; 
the  whole  state  groaned  under  his  cruelties  and 
rapines.  After  defeating  Alexander,  who  had 
revolted  in  Africa,  he  became  still  more  feroci- 
ous. Not  content  with  exacting  from  all  ranks, 
even  the  lowest,  heavy  contributions  as  free 
^fts,  he  practised  every  method  of  injustice  and 
violence,  to  glut  an  insatiable  rapacity,  which 
was  whetted  by  the  most  horrid  debaucheries. 
He  projected  the  destruction  of  Constantine, 
under  pretence  of  revenging  his  father's  death  ; 
while  Constantine  was  meditating  his  ruin,  un- 
der colour  of  freeing  Rome  from  oppression. 

The  latter,  always  prudent  and  active  in  his  c^,^;j^ 
measures,   neglected  nothing  to  ensure  their  pnjrf** 
success.    He  secured  Gaul  from  invasion  ;  won  ww  igainrt 
the  hearts  of  the  people  by  new  marks  of  be- 
/neficence;  and  afterwards  invited  Maxentius  to 
an  interview,  who  answered  only  by  causing  his 
statues   to  be   dragged  through  the  kennels. 
This  was  the  simai  of  an  irreconcilable  war. 
The  necessity  of  leaving  a  lai^e  body  of  troops 
on  the  Rhine  deprived  Ccmstantine  ot  the  gi-eat- 
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est  part  of  his  forces.  His  enterprise  appeared 
rash  to  his  oflScers ;  his  army  murmured,  and 
he  was  obliged  to  fly  to  some  extraordinary  re- 
source. 
^^Jf«*«  In  this  situation,  whether  his  eyes  were  all  at 
Ap|Jiti!m  once  opened  by  a  supernatural  light,  or  the 

the^oM.  Christians,  who  were  grown  very  numerous^ 
especially  in  Gaul,  appeared  to  him  proper  in- 
struments for  his  designs,  ambitious  men  nmk- 
ing  even  religion  a  pcuitical  engine,  he  declar- 
ed himself  in  favour  of  Christianity,  and  fixed 
the  monogram  of  Jesus  Christ  on  the  Labarum^ 
which  became  the  principal  standard  of  the  Ro- 
mans. Every  one  is  acquainted  with  the  mira- 
culous apparition  of  the  cross,  related  by  Euse- 
bius,  as  the  cause  of  his  conversion  ;  a  miracle, 
of  which,  according  to  that  historian,  the  whole 
army  was  witness,  though  Lactantius  does  not 
mention  it,  and  other  ecclesiastical  writers  speak 
of  it  only  as  a  dream.  Several  contradictory 
traditions  lay  the  scene  in  diflferent  parts  of  Gaul, 
some  in  Italy,  even  at  the  gates  of  Rome. 
Hence  arise  some  critical  doubts,  founded  be- 
sides on  Eusebius  omitting  so  interesting  a  fact 
in  his  ecclesiastical  history,  and  reserving  it  for 
the  life,  or  rather  panegyric,  of  Constantine. 
He  assures  us,  that  he  had  it  from  that  empe- 
ror's mouth,  which  gives  the  greatest  weight  to 
his  testimony. 

M^^tw        Zosimus,  however,  who  was  an  enemy  to  the 

to*      Christian  faith,  attributes  this  great  change  to 

^^*'°^*"*  some  ver^  strange  motives.    He  pretends,  that 

zodmiit.  Constantine,  struck  with  remorse  for  having 
cruelly  put  to  death  his  wife  and  son,  sought  in 
the  rites  of  the  ancient  worship  an  expiation 
for  his  crimes ;  but,  being  answered  by  the  ido- 
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latrous  priests,  that  they  knew  none  efficacious 
enough  to  wash  away  the  ^ilt  of  such  atroci- 
ous deeds,  an  Egyptian  insinuated  to  him,  that, 
among  the  Christians,  all  crimes,  however  black, 
might  be  expiated  in  an  instant ;  upon  which 
he  eagerly  embraced  a  religion  favourable  to 
his  desires.  But  Zosimus  is  refuted  by  the 
fact  itself.  Crispus  and  Fausta,  son  and  wife  of 
the  emperor,  were  not  put  to  death  till  the  year 
326.  Besides,  what  is  more  repugnant  to  the 
spirit  of  Christianity,  than  an  expiation,  so  easy 
and  momentaneous,  in  which  the  heart  has  no 
share ;  while  penance,  on  the  contrary,  was  a 
long  continued  exercise  of  mortifying  virtues  ? 
.  It  is  not  surprising,  that  enraged  idolaters  AdyutagM 
should  have  blackened  a  prince  who  wanted  to  chni^ty 
destroy  idolatry ;  but  how  could  mankind  be 
insensible  to  the  good  promised  by  such  a 
change,  the  mistakes  from  which  it  would  purge 
the  world,  and  the  virtues  it  would  spread  a- 
broad  in  it?  In  truth,  we  will  see  but  too  clear- 
ly this  precious  blessing  corrupted  by  old  vices 
and  new  errors ;  that  is  to  say,  we  will  often 
see  Christians  acting  contrary  to  their  own  prin- 
ciples. Consequent^,  while  they  are  condemn* 
ea  by  those  very  principles,  their  excesses  will 
serve  as  testimonies  in  favour  of  the  holy  doc- 
trine from  which  they  are  unhappy  enough  to 
depart. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

CONStAl^tlNK  MASTXR  OF  ROM£«     HIS  FIKST  ULWS. 

812.     In  a  short  time,  Constantine  passed  the  Alps, 

^'*'2E!^  took  Stisa,  Turin,  Verona,  Aquileia,  Modena, 

^^,  and  encamped  within  two  miles  of  Rome.   The 

Home,  cowardly  Maxentius,  who,  though  superior  in 
numbet*,  kept  himself  cooped  up  within  the 
walls,  after  having  dispelled  his  fears  by  a  num« 
ber  of  superstitious  rites,  at  last  took  the  field, 
gave  battle,  was  defeated  and  slain.  Rome, 
Sreed  from  a  tyrant,  joyfully  received  her  deli« 
verer;  the  senate  dedicated  temples  to  him; 
and  Africa  even  appointed  priests  to  pay  di- 
vine honours  to  his  nunily.  Policy  made  him 
apparently  countenance  those  remains  of  ido* 
latry. 

unttei  Uniting  firmness  with  mildness,  in  order  to 
*™"  establish  his  power,  he  broke  the  prsetorian 
bands,  who  were  devoted  to  Maxentius  on  ac- 
count of  the  privileges  he  had  bestowed  on 
them  ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  used  his  utmost 
endeavours  to  cure  the  mischiefs  of  every  kind 
that  had  been  produced  by  a  tyranny  of  six 
years.  The  informers,  those  execrable  pests ^  as 
ne  calls  them,  the  greatest  scourge  of  mankind^ 
were  put  to  death.  The  senate  was  re-esta- 
blished in  its  rights,  the  people  relieved  by 
his  beneficence,  Rome  and  several  other  cities 
repaired  or  embellished,  and  past  misfortunes 
gave  a  keener  rehsh  to  the  present  happiness. 
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It  is  extraordinary  that  some  Christian  a«.  ac».*. 
thors,  Theophanes  and  Cedrenus,  commend  Con-  PontiSL 
stantine  for  a  pretended  edict,  by  which  he  or-  M«iiau». 
dered  all  persons  who  persisted  in  the  worship 
of  idols  to  be  put  to  death.  Could  the  spirit 
of  persecution  nave  dishonoured  this  pnnce, 
at  the  very  time  when  he  was  making  himself 
so  estimable  by  putting  an  end  to  that  which 
had  been  raised  against  the  church  ?  But  he 
knew  too  well  how  necessary  prudence  and 
mildness  were  even  for  the  interests  of  Chris- 
tianity. Far  from  exercising  severity  against 
the  followers  of  the  established  religion,  he  ac- 
cepted the  title  of  Pontijex  Maaimus^  *  which 
was  borne  by  his  successors  till  the  time  of 
Gratian,  as  had  been  the  practice  of  the  pre- 
ceding emperors  from  the  time  of  Augustus. 

In  nis  nrst  edicts,  he  only  granted  to  the  Onnts  the 
Christians  the  public  exercise  of  their  religion.  ^*ti£*" 
They  enjoyed  liberty  of  conscience  in  common  **^J^  ^ 
with  all  foreign  religions.    The  single  example    rdigion. 
of  the  prince  coula  not  fail  of  making  illus- 
trious converts.     Besides,  his  zeal  prompted 
him  to  bestow  favours  and  largesses.     He  paid 
great  respect  to  the  bishops,  and  admitted  tnem 
to  his  table,  though  they  were  distinguished 
only  by  the  simplicity  of  virtue.     He  erected 
the  palace  of  Lateran  into  a  cathedral,   and 
presented  it  to  the  bishop  of  Rome  and  his 
successors.     [I  omit  mentioning  the  imaginary 
donation  of  tne  sovereignty  of  Rome,  and  the 
West ;  it  bein^  an  absura  fiction,  the  refuta^ 
tion  of  which  is  now  needless.]     He  built  and 
endowed  several  churches.   He  exempted  clerks 
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from  municipal  functions,  which  were  then  bur- 
thensome  ;  out  this  exemption  tempting  some 
bad  citizens  to  enter  into  the  clerical  order, 
who  had  no  other  call  than  that  of  self-inter- 
est, he  prohibited  any  new  clerks  to  be  made, 
except  to  fill  the  room  of  such  as  died ;  and 
ordered  them  to  be  chosen  from  amon^  those 
who  were  already  exempted  from  bearing  of- 
fices by  their  poverty.  His  intention  was,  that 
the  rich  should  bear  the  burdens  of  the  state, 
and  the  poor  be  maintained  by  the  wealth  of 
the  clergy.  He  even  ordained  tnat  those  clerks, 
who  by  their  birth  or  fortune  were  destined  to 
those  public  functions,  should  quit  the  service 
of  the  church  for  that  of  their  country.  Un- 
der his  reign,  the  ecclesiastical  revenues  onlj 
were  exempted  from  tribute,  not  the  patrimo- 
nies of  the  clerks.  And,  under  his  successors, 
this  exemption  ceased,  when  the  riches  of  the 
church  appeared  sufficient  to  authorize  the 
clergy  being  required  to  contribute  to  the 
common  necessities  of  government. 
Good  kin  Many  disorders  were  remedied  by  excellent 
j!^  civil  laws.  Liberty,  that  primary  blessing  of 
^g^^  mankind,  was  preserved  as  far  as  the  usages 
would  permit.  The  emperor  declared  that 
there  was  no  prescription  against  Uberty,  and 
that  sixty  years  slavery  did  not  deprive  a  free 
man  of  bis  rights.  In  general,  he  established 
it  as  a  maxim,  that  mare  regard  ought  to  be  paid 
to  natural  equity^  tlian  to  positive  and  rigorous 
law ;  reservmg  to  himself,  however,  tlie  deci- 
sion of  those  cases  which  legislation  ought  to 
have  obviated,  where  they  could  not  be  recon- 
.ciled.  Convinced,  as  he  expressly  says,  that 
the  interest  of  the  people  is  more  to  be  re- 
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garded  than  that  of  the  treasury,  he  prohibit- 
ed the  debtors  to  the  exchequer  from  beiug 
imprisoned  or  corporally  punished ;  and  or- 
dered the  deficiencies  of  the  insolvent  to  be 
made  up  by  a  repartition  upon  such  as  were 
able.  In  one  word,  he  checked  the  oppres- 
sions of  the  farmers  of  the  revenue,  who  al- 
ways use  the  names  of  princes,  even  against 
their  will,  as  a  weapon  for  oppressing  the  poor. 
The  speedy  administration  of  justice,  the  use 
of  appeal,  the  regulations  to  prevent  its  abuse, 
and  other  important  objects  lound  in  the  laws 
of  Constantine,  would  deserve  a  more  minute  . 
and  particular  account  than  can  be  ^ven  in  this 
work,  which  is  confined  to  essentials. 

We  shall  often  see  with  regret  this  sovereign  wm  enwity, 
legislator  sully  his  ^lory  by  cruelties  directly  J^iSu 
contrary  to  his  maxims.  After  an  expedition  ^jg^ 
against  the  Franks,  the  bravest  of  the  German 
nations,  whom  he  repulsed  and  drove  beyond 
the  Rhine,  he  exhibited  games  at  Treves,  in 
which  the  prisoners  were  exposed  to  wild 
beasts.  He  there  heard  a  panegyric  filled 
with  ideas  entirely  Pagan ;  for  the  ancient  re- 
Ugion  still  prevailed,  and  it  required  no  little 
time,  moderation,  and  wisdom,  to  extirpate  it. 
Had  Constantine  followed  violent  counsels  in 
this  matter,  he  would  not  only  have  hazarded 
the  loss  of  his  crown,  perhaps  even  of  his  life, 
but  would  have  injured  the  progress  of  Chris- 
tianity, by  stirring  up  the  hatred  of  its  numer- 
ous adversaries. 

u2 
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CHAPTER  ni. 

IflXlimf    PJEm/LTKD    BT    UGINIUS.        LiaNIUS    DS* 

THRON£D  BT  CONSTANTimC 

an.^  AIaximin,  who  reigned  in  Asia,  and  had  shared 
his  dominions  with  Licinins,  looked  upon  him- 
self as  wcle  heir  of  the  empire,  because  he  was 
die  only  survivor  of  those  who  had  been  no« 
miwatefl  by  Dioclesian  and  Maximian  at  their 
abdication,  formed  a  design  of  dethronin^Lii- 
cimus  and  Constantine.  He  passed  the  Bos- 
pborus,  which  was  the  boundary  that  had  been 
settled  between  them,  seized  Isyzantium,  and 
laid  siege  to  Herack^,  otherwise  Perinthus. 
lictnius  had  just  married  Constantine's  sister 
at  Mihm,  when  he  had  advice  of  this  invasion. 
He  marched  against  his  competitor  with  a 
much  inferior  army,  gave  him  battle,  and  de* 
feated  him*  Maximin  being  pursued  to  Tar- 
sus, and  losing  all  hopes  of  making  his  escape, 
inrallowed  a  dose  of  poison,  and  put  an  end  to 
a  rrign  which  had  been  a  continued  series  of 
tyranar,  especially  against  the  Christians.  Ac- 
cordingly, Lactantius  assures  us  that  Licinius 
was  miraculously  Di*amed  in  a  dream  to  venture 
an  engagement. 
SI4,  The  union  between  the  two  emperors  was  of 
JJ[!J^  m>  Umut  dm-ation.  It  is  not  known  on  which 
.\*MM|*N»  Hide  the  rupture  began ;  some  lay  the  blame 
XjMm,  oa  licinius,  others  on  Constantine.  The  lat- 
ter arri\-ed  in  Pumonia,  where  his  colleague 
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was  assembling  his  troops,  and  defeated  him 
in  two  battles,  which  were  followed  by  a  treaty 
of  partition.  The  conqueror  forced  his  anta- 
gonist to  cede  to  him  Greece,  Macedonia,  Pan^ 
nonia,  Dardania,  Dacia,  all  Illyria,  and  Ma&sia 
Prima.  No  doubt  can  be  entertained  that  he 
was  prompted  to  those  conquests  by  his  ambi- 
tion. He  eaeerly  embraced  eveiy  method  of 
aggrandizing  himsel£ 

Some  time  after,  Constantine,  in  order  to  fix 
the  empire  in  his  own  family,  gave  the  title  of 
Csesar  to  his  three  sons,  Crispus,  Constantinr^ 
and  Constantius,  though  the  two  youngest  were 
still  infants.  '  He  knew, '  says  tne  sophist  Li- 
banius,  *  that  the  human  mind  takes  its  bent 
from  its  occupations ;  he  was  therefore  desir-. 
ous  to  educate  his  children  in  the  noble  exer-> 
cise  of  grandeur,  to  save  them  from  Uttlenesa 
of  mind,  and  inspire  their  souls  with  strength 
and  vigour ;  that  in  adversity  they  mi^ht  not 
sink  from  the  height  of  courage,  and  m  pros- 
perity the  elevation  of  their  soul  might  equal 
that  of  their  fortune. '  If  Libanius  be  not  mis-^ 
taken  in  ascribing  the  motive  of  Constantine, 
that  prince  doubtless  reasoned  imjustly;  for 
where  one  example  can  be  alleged  of  grandeur 
producing  such  effects  on  young  princes,an  in£U 
nite  number  may  be  produced  to  the  contrary^. 
We  here  see  Caesars  less  than  three  years  old,  in-, 
vested  with  the  consulship  and  tne  command 
of  armies.  Doubtless  they  were  not  then  serv-^ 
ing  their  apprenticeship  to  the  art  of  reigning. 
But  the  people  were  accustomed  to  behold  m. 
those  childi^n  their  future  sovereigns ;  and  * 
the  right  of  succession,  which  was  before  uxu. 
certain,  might  thus  be  established. 
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ifarhwi  .   The  emperor,  taking  advantage  of  a  peace 
'J3S^^  of  some  years  duration,  published  several  more 
laws,  and  applied  himseli  to  the  afl^irs  of  Chris- 
tianity.    The  punishment  of  crucifixion  was 
abolished;   forbearance  from  labour  on  Sun- 
days was  commanded,  except  in  aflQurs  of  agri- 
culture.    The  Papian  Poppsean  law  against  ce- 
libacy was  repealed,  though  the  ancient  privi- 
leges  of  those  who  had  children  were  preserv- 
ed.    The  privilege  of  the  vestals  to  make  be- 
quests by  will  before  they  were  of  age,  was 
granted  to  persons  of  both  sexes,  who  conse- 
crated themselves  to  evangelical  virginity.     In 
331,  permission  was  given  for  people  to  be- 
queath to  the  church  such  part  of  their  goods 
as  they  pleased.     These  two  last  regulations 
do  not  indicate  great  political  foresight.     The 
Aruspices  retained  the  privilege  of  practising 
the  impostures  of  their  art  in  the  temples ; 
but  they  were  prohibited,  under  pain  of  being 
burnt  alive,  from  entering  into  private  houses ; 
a  restriction  which  the  Pagans  doubtless  look- 
ed upon  as  a  real  persecution, 
cwi^ne  ,  On  the  other  side,  Licinius  persecuted  the 
a  design  to  Chnstiaus,  whom  he  suspected,  not  without  an 
^"^^  appearance  of  reason,  to  wish  they  had  Con- 
«n«p>e-  stantine  for  their  master.     The  latter  was  no 
less  desirous  of  uniting  the  empire  under  his 
sole  dominion  ;  and  the  jealousy  of  these  two 
princes  paved  the   way  for  scenes  of  blood. 
Constantme   having  attacked  the  Goths   and 
Sarmatians  upon  his  colleague's  territories,  Li- 
cinius complained  of  it  as  an  infraction  of  the 
treaties.     This  was  sufficient  pretence  for  the 
former  to  renew  the  war.     According  to  Eu- 
sebius  himself,  the  pretext  of  religion  being 
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persecuted^  of  which  his  policy  availed  itself, 
was  not  a  necessary  motive,  as  things  then 
stood.  Ambition  might  have  found  others. 
After  such  an  authority,  Constantine's  motives 
may  be  judged  equivocal.  God  makes  even 
the  passions  of  men  subservient  to  the  execu- 
tion of  his  eternal  decrees. 

This  prince  was  master  of  a  fleet  of  two  hun-     aas. 
dred  galleys,  with  upwards  of  two  thousand  Sd^Sj" 
ships  of  burden,  ana  130,000  fighting  men.«^PJ2£* 
At  the  head  of  this  formidable  force  he  hasten- 


ed to  attack  Licinius,  whose  Asiatic  troops 
were  far  from  being  able  to  resist  him.  He 
came  up  with  the  enemy  at  Adinanople  in 
Thrace;  and,  having  given  his  army  for  the 
watchword,  God  the  Scwiour^  with  the  standard 
of  the  cross  borne  before  him,  he  began  the 
engagement,  in  which  he  gained  a  great  vic- 
tory. About  the  same  time,  his  son  Crispus 
destroyed  the  enemy's  fleet  at  Gallipoli.  Lici- 
nius retired  to  Chalcedon,  whither  he  was  pur- 
sued by  Constantine,  and  a  treaty  of  peace  was 
concluded  ;  but  the  emperor  of  the  East  as^ 
sembling  new  forces,  the  war  was  soon  rekin^- 
died.  Licinius  being  defeated  a  second  time 
at  Chrysopolis,  and  besieged  in  Nicomedia,  was 
obliged  to  lay  down  the  purple,  and  sent  pri^ 
soner  to  Thessalonica*  with  a  promise  of  his 
life ;  but  he  was  soon  after  strangled.     The 

E artisans  of  Constantine  suppose  Licinius  to 
ave  been  guilty  of  some  unknown  crime* 
But  why  is  that  crime  unknown  ?  why  do  they 
stick  to  vague  suspicions?  why  not  acknow- 
ledge that  such  acts  of  violence  against  a  prince, 
whose  very  misfortunes  made  him  an  object  of 
respect,  can  be  authorised  only  by  the  matiniH 
of  a  barbarous  policy  / 
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CIL\PTER  IV. 


AFFAIRS   OF   THE  CHCKCH. 


CcNUSTAKTixE  being*  now  sole  master  of  tbe 
empire,  ^ye  a  greater  loose  to  his  zeal  for 
Oiristianit  J.  He  prohibited  the  heathens  firom 
offering  sacrifices ;  threw  down  and  shut  up  a 
great  number  of  temples;  at  the  same  tune 
that  he  published  an  edict  in  the  East,  de- 
claring that  it  was  not  his  desire  to  trouble  the 
peace  of  anj  person,  exhorting  his  subjects  to 
mutual  toleration,  and  disapproving  the  zeal 
of  such  as  wanted  to  make  the  practice  of  the 
ancient  religion  criminal.  Eg^'pt  retained  its 
^ods  and  worship.  Paganism  kept  its  ground 
m  Rome,  and  in  a  great  part  ot  the  ^sipire^ 
under  the  protection  of  the  senate.  But  it  was 
no  small  matter  that  the  cross  was  honoured 
at  court,  that  the  worshippers  of  the  true  God 
enjoyed  the  favour  of  the  prince,  and  that  the 
others  were  kept  in  awe,  without  daring  to 
show  their  hatred  and  resentment.  The  ad- 
vantage would  have  been  more  solid,  had  the 
emperor's  piety  been  more  enlightened.  While 
he  was  composing  wretched  discourses  unsuit- 
able to  his  dignity,  he  gave  himself  up  to  the 
counsels  of  rapacious  and  dishonest  men,  who 
abused  the  confidence  he  reposed  in  them,  in 
order  to  gratify  their  passions.  The  state  was 
a  prey  to  rapine  and  injustice,  though  so  many 
judicious  laws  had  been  made  agamst  them; 
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and,  notwithstanding  his  great  zeal  for  reli* 
gion,  theological  wars  sprung  up  around  the 
unrone  through  the  imprudence  of  the  prince^ 
and  committed  dreadful  ravages  in  the  church. 
We  shall  give  a  general  idea  of  this  fatal  mis- 
chief, by  considering  its  influence  on  public 
order,  the  morals,  and  the  understandmg  of 
mankind ;  for  theological  matters  come  not 
within  our  plan. 

The  more  we  study  the  doctrine  of  Jesus  nt 
Christ  and  the  apostfes,  the  more  clearly  we  ^^^ 
see  that  its  only  tendency  is  to  make  men  holy  ^*JjS^ 
and  happy.  The  Saviour  of  the  world  had  re-*  d^ntr- 
duced  tne  whole  law  to  two  precepts,  which 
form  the  basis  of  the  mspel.  Love  God  above 
aU things;  lave  iky  neighbour  as  thyself.  Vnu 
versal  charity  was  the  soul  of  Christianity.  It 
was  designed  to  detach  men  from  thb  worU 
by  the  sacrifice  of  their  inordinate  passions^ 
but  to  unite  them  to  one  another  by  a  pure  and 
perfect  love.  It  made  the  social  duties  an  es^ 
sential  means  of  salvation.  It  equally  con* 
demned  selfishness,  voluptuousness,  enmity,  and 
discord.  St  Paul  had  even  forbidden^  m  se*> 
vere  terms,  every  question  proper  to  excite 
vain  disputes;  and  nothing  appeared  farther 
distant  urom  the  ^irit  of  Christianity  than  a 
bitter,  an'ogant,  and  obstinate  zeal,  which, 
under  pretence  of  the  service  of  God,  would 
excite  aiscord  in  the  church  or  state. 

While  the  Christians  were  few  in  number     The 
and  afterwards  when  persecution  served  as  fuel  g^|^ 
to  their  virtue,  the  doctrines  of  the  gospel  p^^^ 
were  followed  with  the  primitive  ardour.     If 
any  dispute  arose,  the  decision  of  the  apostlea^ 
and  the  bishops  their  successors,  easily  solved 


318  THE  HISTORY 

the  difficulty.  The  professors  of  that  leUg^on 
were  plam  and  modest ;  they  did  not  plume 
themselves  on  their  knowledge.  Instead  of 
arguing  on  the  mysteries,  they  practised  the 
duties  of  morality;  they  were  Christians  by 
the  humility  of  tneir  £aith,  and  still  more  by 
the  goodness  of  their  works. 
Comm^  But  the  church  having  silently  made  great 
^tSL.  progress,  and  all  sorts  of  persons  having  brought 
^f^*^^  it  into  their  passions  and  prejudices,  the  peace  it 
enjoyed  under  several  pnnces  having  produced 
a  relaxation  of  manners,  and  a  reusn  for  the 
vanities  of  the  world,  some  presumptuous  Chris- 
tians were  inflamed  with  an  ambitious  desire  of 
dictating  to  their  brethren.  The  Greeks,  espe- 
cially those  of  Alexandria,  being  naturally  So- 
phists, were  desirous  to  discuss,  to  analyze,  and 
to  illustrate  the  doctrines  of  faith.  They  intro- 
duced into  theology  the  taste  and  ideas  of 
Platonism.  This  was  subjecting  divine  truths 
to  all  the  caprices  of  opinion.  On  the  other 
side,  some  enthusiasts  sticking  close  to  the  let- 
ter of  the  Scripture,  and  zealously  addicted  to 
an  absurd  rigoiur,  inconsistent  with  human  na- 
ture, became  so  much  more  dangerous,  as,  by 
the  lan^age  and  externals  of  piety,  they  easily 
drew  aside  the  people,  and  joined  an  inflexibili- 
ty of  temper  to  a  heated  imagination. 
The  Hence  sprung  sects  very  difierent  from  those 

^^^  of  the  philosophers.    These  last  formed  no  dis- 
tariMient  tiuct  Dody,  uor  had  they  any  influence  on  the 
the      vulgar.     1  hey  submitted  their  systems  to  the 
'****'*'*"  calm  examination  of  reason ;  they  disputed  on 
matters  indifferent  to  the  generality ;  or,  at  least, 
if  they  attacked  the  national  superstitions,  it 
was  covertly,  in  a  circle  of  disciples  and  read* 
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ers,  who,  for  the  most  part,  contented  them- 
3elves  with  thinking,  and  formed  no  cabals. 
The  generality  of  those  philosophers  may  be 
reproached  with  being  conceited  sophists,  and 
useless  to  their  country ;  but  they  could  not  be 
charged  with  disturbing  public  order. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  principal  sectaries  be- 
ing ministers  of  religion,  and  pretending  to  be 
interpreters  of  the  will  of  heaven,  erecting  their 
own  mistakes  into  doctrines  of  faith,  and  incul- 
cating them  upon  the  people  as  the  essentials 
of  refigion,  easily  inspired  them  with  a  conta- 
gious fanaticism,  from  whose  effects  it  was  diffi- 
cult to  be  secured,  if  their  errors  were  combat- 
ed. Hence  the  sects  were  naturally  enemies ; 
and  sometimes  the  orthodox,  by  an  excessive 
zeal,  irritated  their  hatred  and  audacity. 

Constantine  had  no  sooner  declared  himself 
protector  of  the  faith,  than  those  disputes  biurst 
out  with  violence.  It  was  a  matter  ot  very  great 
importance  to  prevent  their  effects,  and,  for  this 
purpose,  it  was  necessary  to  observe  a  conduct 
equally  firm  and  moderate.  Above  all,  it  was 
requisite  to  avoid  violent  measures,  which  could 
only  inflame  the  minds  of  the  people.  It  was 
the  business  of  the  priests  to  judge  in  spiritual 
affairs ;  of  the  prince  to  watch  over  the  peace 
and  order  of  the  community.  As  soon  as  ani- 
mosity and  enthusiasm  began  to  ferment,  the 
spirit  of  party  would  infalUbly  take  wing,  throw 
itself  into  convulsions,  and  overleap  all  Dounds. 
Constantine  experienced  this  during  his  whole 
reign.  He  made  ecclesiastical  disputes  affairs 
of  state.  Far  from  calming  them,  he  rendered 
them  more  fierce  and  obstinate. 
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sdikm  of  The  schism  of  the  Donatists^  which  owed  its 
thedoBttittfrj^  to  the  ordination  of  the  bishop  Cecil  ianus, 
whom  his  enemies  accused  of  being  a  Traditor; 
L  e.  of  having  given  im  the  Scriptures  in  the 
time  of  persecution.  That  schism  filled  Africa 
with  discord  and  scandal.  The  emperor  aB-> 
sembled  a  coimcil  at  Rome,  and  afterwards  an- 
other at  Aries,  in  the  year  314,  in  order  to  de- 
cide this  dispute.  lie  exclaimed  against  the 
impudence  of  the  Donatists,  who  appealed  to  his 
tribunal  from  the  sentence  of  the  bishops« 
However,  some  time  after,  he  tried  the  cause 
himself.  The  schism  degenerated  into  heresy, 
and  gave  birth  to  the  barbarous  fanaticism  of 
the  Circoncellions.  These  fanatics  flew  to  arms, 
in  order  to  set  the  slaves  at  liberty,  and  force 
creditors  to  discharge  their  debtors. 

Heraiy«r  Soou  after  the  heresy  of  Arius,  a  priest  of 
Alexandria,  who  denied  the  divinity  of  Jesus 
Christ,  opened  an  inexhaustible  spring  of  quar^ 
rels  and  mischiefs.  Some  bishops  attached  to 
the  court,  particularly  Eusebius  of  Nicomedia, 
and  Eusebms  of  Cassarea,  author  of  the  Eccle-^ 
siastical  History,  both  favourers  of  Arianism,  * 
had  great  influence  over  the  mind  of  the  em^ 
peror.  The  former  of  them  persumled  him 
that  the  controversy  was  merely  about  words. 
In  consequence  of  which,  he  wrote  to  the 
bishop  of  Alexandria,  and  to  the  heresiarch, 
exhorting  them  to  peace  and  silence,  compar- 
ing their  dispute  to  that  between  philosophers 
of  the  same  sect,  who  differed  in  some  points, 
though  they  agreed  in  the  essentials.     His  let- 

•  The  authority  of  EuMbiut  m  an  hifllorUii«  b  YWy  fratt  ia  all  maU 
Urt  which  do  not  coocern  the  doctrines  of  faith.  It  otttainly  would  be 
of  much  more  weight  had  he  been  orthodox. 


Arioa. 
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ter  produced  no  e&ct.  The  quarrel  mowing 
more  violent^  and  Osius^  the  celebrated  bishop 
of  Cordova,  having  prevailed  upon  him  to  act 
with  more  firmness,  he  published  an  invective 
of  his  own  composition  against  the  Arians ;  a 
declamation  in  every  respect  unworthy  of  his 
majesty,  and  only  calculated  for  disgusting  the 
reader.  After  this,  no  measures  were  kept; 
the  bishops  and  the  people  split  into  scanda^ 
lous  divisions  ;  the  statues  of  tne  emperor  were 
insulted  by  the  sectaries,  and  he  was  exhorted 
to  revenge  the  insult.  /,  cried  he,  clapping 
his  hand  to  his  face,  do  not  fed  raysclfnurt. 
This  moderation  indicates  a  great  soul ;  his 
conduct  in  several  respects  shows  a  littleness 
of  mind. 

At  last,  he  assembled  the  general  council  of  ^ 
Nice  in  Bithynia.  The  bishops  were  summon.  Nke. 
ed  to  it  from  all  parts  of  the  empire,  and  all 
the  expenses  of  their  journey  defrayed.  Three 
hundred  and  eighteen  prelates,  among^  whom 
are  reckoned  seventeen  Arians,  decided,  in  pre- 
sence of  the  emperor,  that  the  Son  of  God  was 
consubstantial  with  the  Father.  The  writings 
of  Arius  were  condemned.  Constantine  pro- 
hibited every  person  from  keeping  them,  un- 
der pain  of  death ;  yet  he  only  banished  the 
author,  which  seems  a  contradictory  conduct. 
Mr  Le  Beau  says,  in  apologizing  for  him,  that 
he  was  much  more  severe  against  future  than 
past  crimes ;  and  that  by  the  event,  the  penal- 
ties enacted  in  his  laws  became  only  commina^ 
tory.  But  was  it  not  dangerous  to  establish  laws 
without  desiring  to  put  them  in  execution? 
The  subjects  were  accustcmied  to  regard  capL 
tal  punishm^t  ordained  by  the  laws,  only  as  a 
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form  of  wordsy  which  was  indifferently  applied 
to  every  thing.  We  shall  see  this  imprudence, 
which  became  still  more  common  under  the 
following  reignSy  productive  of  much  mischief 
to  the  legislative  [tower  and  the  public  g^ood. 
Dwpute  '  A  question,  wmch,  at  first  view,  seems  of 
^^'s^^^/'  small  unportance,  raised  keen  disputes  among 
the  Christians.  Some  wanted  to  celebrate 
Easter  after  the  manner  of  the  Jews,  on  the 
day  of  the  full  moon  in  March ;  others  the 
Sunday  after  the  full  moon.  The  council  gave 
judgment  in  favour  of  the  latter ;  but  this  pro- 
duced another  schism. 

The  Arians  obstinately  refused  to  submit  t6 
the  decision  of  the  church ;  and  we  shall  see 
Constantine  himself  contribute,  by  the  commis- 
sion of  new  faults,  to  the  progress  which  ren- 
dered that  heresy  so  fatal. 


CHAPTER  V. 

BUILDING  OF  CONSTANTINOPLE.      END   OE 

TmS    REIGN. 

^^**^J^  The  emperor  having  returned  to  Rome  after 
»oi>«dwifca  long  absence,  committed  in  that  city  two 
to  dMth.  ^j^j^gg  Qf  g^j  black  a  dye,  as  never  can  be  ef- 
faced. His  eldest  son,  Crispus,  a  prince  of 
high  reputation,  being  accused  by  nis  step- 
mother Fausta,  of  having  declarea  a  passion 
for  her,  his  father,  without  further  examina- 
tion, ordered  him  to  be  put  to  death.  The 
public  openly  expressed  their  indignation ;  and 
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the  empress  being  in  her  turn  charged  with  an 
infamous  correspondence,  was  in  hke  manner 
put  to  death  on  a  bare  accusation. 

Several  people  of  distinguished  rank  perish-  ^j^Jm? 
ed  without  any  known  reason.  Licimus  the 
younger,  a  boy  of  twelve  years  of  age,  was  in 
the  number  of  victims,  la  consequence  of  so 
many  acts  of  cruelty,  a  placard  was  affixed  to 
the  gates  of  the  palace,  in  which  that  prince 
was  described  as  a  second  Nero.  Rome  re- 
sounded with  reproaches  and  curses  against 
him ;  and  the  populace  had  the  audacity  to  in- 
sult him.  At  last,  he  took  a  final  leave  of  that 
city,  which  equally  detested  his  religion  and 
his  person. 

Having  formed  the  resolution  of  building  a     S89. 
new  capital,  he  first  cast  his  eyes  upon  ancient    ^  ^ 
Troy,  whose  name  was  so  dear  to  the  Romans;  By»ntiwiu 
but  he  preferred  Ryzantium  for  the  excellence 
of  its  situation  on  the  Thracian  Rosphorus,  be- 
ing separated  from  Asia  by  a  strait  of  only 
seven  stadia,  "*  and  enriched  with  all  the  gifts 
of  nature.     He  greatly  enlarged  its  compass, 
erected    superb    edifices,    made    it  a  second 
Rome,   gave   it  the  name   of  Constantinople 
after  himself,  and  sacrificed  to  it  the  interest9 
of  the  empire. 

In  order  to  people  it,  he  deprived  all  the  pernidoui 
landholders  in  Asia  of  the  natural  right  of  '^jStoT 
disposing  of  their  estates,  even  by  will,  unless      «» 
they  had  a  house  in  that  city.     All  kinds  of       ^^' 
privileges,  and  distributions  of  com,  oil,  wine, 
were  lavished  on  those  who  fixed  their  resi- 
dence there, 

*  The  stadium  it  about  six  hundred  French  feet. 
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to  every  thing.    We  shall  see  th^  ^/e, 

which  became  still  more  co*^  afn^^' 

following  reigns,  productivr  J  ^  j^e 

to  the  legislative  power  ar  ^        "l     ^ 

A  question,  which,  a'  ,\n^/\JZu0 

^'=?«  smalfimportance,  raiF  tl^e  sudI^^ 

the  Christians.     Sr/  ^^^  ^^PP^J  O^ 

Easter  after  the  *  -         i.  . 

day  of  the  fuU  -«?  ^^P^!*^  ^^^re  le^ 

Simday  after  tl-  uandize,  but  upon  or^ 

judsmentin^  ^^'^  ^^^^7  ^^^'^7  without 

duc^anot^  -^^^^  '  brothels,  animals,  and 

The  Ar'      ^*'^  taxed.   Those  imposts,  the  in- 
the  dec-    *  which  is  attributed  by  Zosimus  to 
Constr   jtine,  though  sonie  of  them  had  been 
aioD  Ji^^'^^  ^^  former  times,  scarce  defrayed 
dr  jiVofuse  expenses.    Rome  lost  a  great  num- 
•    ^oi  its  principal  citizens,  who  were  infalli- 
^ drBwn  to  the  court;  it  lost  its  riches,  its 
/ustre,  its  power,  though  they  were  then  neces- 
5ary  to  stop  the  invasion  of  the  barbarians. 
•  It  showed  gi-eat  ignorance  of  the  interests  of 
the  empire,'  sa^s  Abbe  Mably,  *  to  build  a 
new  capital,  while  the  preser>'ation  of  the  an- 
cient was  so  difficult,  to  throw  away  immense 
sums  in  ei'ecting  a  magnificent  city,  while  tbe 
empire,  exhausted  by  all  the  scourges  it  had 
felt,  could  with  difficulty  maintain  its  armies. ' 
The  new  government  established  by  Constant 
tine  was  an  evil  of  still  greater  magnitude. 
We  shall  onl]^  describe  its  principal  u^atures, 
which  it  is  of  importance  to  consider. 
^c^**      The  same  ranks  and  offices  were  established 
•tentinopie  at  Constantinople  as  at  Rome.     Rut  the  senate 
autiiorit}-.  had  not  the  same  weight  in  afi'airs  of  govern- 
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(t.    Though  under  had  princes,  the  Roman 
was  enslaved,  at  least  the  shadow  of 
istrious  hody  wore  a  majestic  and  com- 
appearance;  and  from  time  to  time 
i  a  portion  of  its  principles,  with  part 
rity.     On  the  contrary,  the  senate 
*ople  being,  from  the  time  of  its 
^lave  to  the  court,  the  govem- 
*e  arbitrary,  offices  lost  their  dig- 
^  legislation  fell  into  the  hands  of  a 
^  man. 
The  erection  of  two  capitals  naturally  pro-      ivo 
duced  a  division  of  the  empire.     The  Eastern  "°p^"*^ 
comprehended  all  the  countries  from  the  Da-    capiui*. 
nube  to  the  remotest  borders  of  Egypt,  and 
from  the   Adriatic   Gulf  to   the   frontiers   of 
Persia.     The  emperor  thought  proper,  after 
the  example  of  Dioclesian,  to  subdivide  that 
vast  body.     He  created  four  PrcefecU  Prcetorii^ 
who  had  each  the  government  of  a  certain  dis- 
trict. These  consisted  of  a  number  of  provinces, 
which  were  called  Dioceses.     The  four  praefec- 
tures  were  those  of  the  East,  Illyria,  Italy,  and 
Gaul ;  with'  Spain,  Mauritania,  Ting^tana,  and 
Britain ;  and  these  provinces  had  peculiar  go- 
vernors, who  were  dependent  on  the  prsefect. 
Dukes  and  counts  were  appointed  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  frontiers.     They  and  their  troops 
had  some  lands  of  the  barbarous  nations  as- 
signed them,  which  were  called  Marches^  and 
might  be  transmitted  to  their  heirs  if  they  bore 
arms;     These  lands  went  by  the  title  of  bene- 
fices.    As  to  the  prcefecti  prcetorii^  who  were  at 
first  the  ministers  and  lieutenants  of  the  sove- 
reign, their  office*  became  purely  civil;  they 
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The  Alexandrian  fleet,  which  furnished  Rome 
with  com,  Campania  being  converted  into  gar- 
dens, was  destined  to  furnish  Constantinople^ 
whence  Athens  formerly  drew  its  subsistence. 
Fourscore  thousand  measures  of  wheat  were 
distributed  among  the  people  every  day.  In  a 
short  time  the  Asiatic  fleets,  joined  to  the 
£^ptian,  were  insufiicient  for  the  supply  of 
the  new  city. 
Hfttefui  Burdensome  and  infamous  imposts  were  le- 
IKSf  vied  not  only  on  merchandize,  but  upon  or- 
^^PJJ^JJ^  dure,  which  none  could  carry  away  witiiout 
pomkhed.  purchasing  a  license ;  brothels,  animals,  and 
even  dogs,  were  taxed.  Those  imposts,  the  in- 
vention of  which  is  attributed  by  Zosimus  to 
Constantine,  though  some  of  them  had  been 
established  in  former  times,  scarce  defrayed 
the  profuse  expenses.  Rome  lost  a  great  num- 
ber of  its  principal  citizens,  who  were  infalli- 
bly drawn  to  the  court ;  it  lost  its  riches,  its 
lustre,  its  power,  though  they  were  then  neces- 
sary to  stop  the  invasion  of  the  barbarians. 
*  It  showed  great  ignorance  of  the  interests  of 
the  empjire,'  says  Abbe  Mably,  *  to  build  a 
new  capital,  while  the  preservation  of  the  an- 
cient was  so  difficult,  to  throw  away  immense 
sums  in  erecting  a  magnificent  city,  while  the 
empire,  exhausted  by  all  the  scourges  it  had 
felt,  could  with  difficulty  maintain  its  armies. ' 
The  new  government  established  by  Constan-^ 
tine  was  an  evil  of  still  greater  magnitude^ 
We  shall  only  describe  its  principal  features, 
which  it  is  of  importance  to  consider. 
^cSS^  The  same  ranks  and  offices  were  established 
•^^^  at  Constantinople  as  at  Rome.  But  the  senate 
a^ltiiority.  had  uot  thc  satnc  weight  in  aflkirs  of  govern- 
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ment.  Though  under  bad  princes,  the  Roman 
senate  was  enslaved,  at  least  the  shadow  of 
that  illustrious  body  wore  a  majestic  and  com- 
manding appearance;  and  from  time  to  time 
it  resumed  a  portion  of  its  principles,  with  part 
of  its  authority.  On  the  contrary,  the  senate 
of  Constantinople  being,  from  the  time  of  its 
institution,  a  slave  to  the  court,  the  govern- 
ment became  arbitrary,  offices  lost  their  dig- 
nity, and  legislation  fell  into  the  hands  of  a 
tingle  man. 

The  erection  of  two  capitals  naturally  pro-  ivo 
duced  a  divisipn  of  the  empire.  The  Eastern  *"^"^ 
comprehended  all  the  countries  from  the  Da-  »pit«]>. 
nube  to  the  remotest  borders  of  Egypt,  and 
from  the  Adriatic  Gulf  to  the  frontiers  of 
Persia.  The  emperor  thought  proper,  after 
the  example  of  Dioclesian,  to  subdivide  that 
vast  body.  He  created  four  Prcefecti  Prcetcrn^ 
who  had  each  the  government  of  a  certain  dis- 
trict. These  consisted  of  a  number  of  provinces, 
which  were  called  Z)ioc^5^5.  The  four  praefec- 
tures  were  those  of  the  East,  Ulyria,  Italy,  and 
Gaul ;  with'  Spain,  Mauritania,  Ting^tana,  and 
Britain  ;  and  these  provinces  had  peculiar  go^ 
vemors,  who  were  dependent  on  the  prsefect. 
Dukes  and  counts  were  appointed  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  frontiers.  They  and  their  troops 
had  some  lands  of  the  barbarous  nations  as- 
si?ned  them,  which  were  called  Marches,  and 
might  be  transmitted  to  their  heirs  if  they  bore 
arms;  These  lands  went  by  the  title  of  bene- 
fices. As  to  the  prcBfecU  prcetorii,  who  were  at 
first  the  ministers  and  lieutenants  of  the  sove- 
reign, their  office -became  purely  civil;  tfaey 
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adnniiistered  jostioe,  and  lad  die  cue  of  the 


Caostantme  substitoted  in  their  loom  two 
masters  oi  the  militia;  and  stiD  more  to  les- 
aen  a  dignity  which  had  heen  once  so  £Drmid- 
able,  he  established  an  order  of  patriciaiis,  who, 
tfaoc^  they  bore  no  oflfee,  were  snpenor  in 
nmk  to  the  prsefects. 

It  b  evidoit  at  first  sight,  that,  by  an  exces- 
sive multiplication  of  dignities,  he  overloaded 
the  revenue ;  that  it  was  almost  impossible  to 
py^infftln  harmony  in  so  complicatea  an  admi- 
nistmtion ;  in  a  word,  that  so  oonsideiable  a 
change  mnst  have  drawn  on  numberless  incoo- 
vaiiencies,  in  a  state  already  mined,  whose 
parts  were  ready  to  fidl  to  pieces  of  themselves, 
and  whose  head  was  miable  to  make  the  mem- 
bers act  with  sufficient  vigour.  It  was  an  old 
decayed  building,  which  tottered  on  evenr  side, 
when  an  attempt  was  made  to  alter  its  pum. 
][|*g;y  Zosimus  reproadies  Ckmstantine  with  having 
frMtfcg  drawn  aS  the  troops  destined  to  repulse  the 
'•■^"■■'  barbarians  from  the  frontiers,  and  placing  them 
in  garrison  in  the  cities.  *  This,*  according 
to  Mcmtesquieu,  *  produced  two  evils ;  <Hie,  the 
removal  of  the  barrier  which  restrained  so 
many  nations ;  and  the  other,  the  soldiers  be- 
coming effeminate,  by  frequenting  the  circus 
and  theatre.'  Discipline  was  entirely  ener- 
vated by  their  residing  in  cities, 
^j*^*'  Amou^  the  pernicious  abuses  may  be  ranked 
mS^ILi.  those  titles  of  vanity,  which  were  endlessly 
multiplied ;  Nobk,  JiM$$  NMe,  Ilbatrkms,  Mast 
Jlkutrkm,  Most  Peffect,  SubBmity,  ExceUency, 
Magnificence^  Greatness^  JEminence^  Reverence^ 
&c.    As  false  greatness  inspires  littleness  of 
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soul,  all  ideas  were  centered  in  a  trifling  cere- 
monial ;  minutioB^  words  took  place  of  things ; 
the  glare  of  titles  darkened  the  lustre  of  merit. 
What  the  Scipios,  and  the  more  illustrious  Cse- 
sarSy  would  have  regarded  as  matter  of  ridicule, 
were  now  become  the  only  objects  of  desire  and 
attention  to  the  greatest  men. 

Constantine  set  an  example  of  this  affecta-  Prideof 
tion  of  dignity.  He  always  wore  the  diadem.  Coo^^n*"*- 
His  robes  glittered  with  pearls.  The  pomp  of 
his  court,  and  magnificence  of  his  festivals, 
breathed  the  Asiatic  luxury ;  a  strange  me* 
thod  of  repairing  the  breaches  of  the  empire, 
and  securing  the  prosperity  of  Constantinople ! 

In  the  latter  part  of  his  reign  we  find  more  sub-  'n**  Go«*» 
ject  for  censure  than  praise.  He  gained  a  great  ^^ 
.victory  over  the  Gotns,  but  he  raised  many  of 
them  to  dignities,  and,  in  some  measure,  open- 
ed a  passage  into  the  empire  to  the  barbarians. 
He  received  the  ambassadors  of  Sapor  II.  king 
of  Persia,  with  whose  preparations  for  war  he 
was  not  unacquainted  ;  out  he  contented  him- 
self with  writmg  to  him  in  favour  of  the  Chris- 
tian religion,  which  was  persecuted  by  that 
Jirince ;  and  sent  him  a  quantity  of  iron  to 
or^e  arms.  He  requested  the  prayers  of  the 
bishops,  and  of  the  famous  St  Anthony,  a  her- 
mit of  Thebais ;  but  he  put  to  death  the  phi- 
losopher Sopater,  whose  crime,  if  we  may  cre- 
dit Eunapius,  was  his  desire  of  reforming  the 
manners  of  the  court.  The  courtiers  accused 
him  of  magic,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  him. 

At  last,  after  so  many  ijistances  of  severity    ArUm 
against  the  Arians,  he  gave  himself  up  to  an  v^^^^^ 
Arian  priest ;  recalled  Arius  and  his  followers 
from  baxiishment;  admitted   their  fidse  pro- 
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fessions  of  (aith,  and  protected  them  openly. 
He  tried  to  induce  St  Atbanasius,  bishop  of 
Alexandria,  to  receive   the  heresiarch;   and, 
wearied  with  his  refusals,  lent  his  ear  to  ca- 
lumny, and  banished  that  inflexible  defender  of 
the  council  of  Nice,  who  had  been  declared 
^ilty  by  the  packed  councils  of  Tyre  and 
Jerusalem. 
yy..         Sapor  had  already  put  the  iron,  with  which 
he  was  imprudently  supplied,  to  its  proper  use. 
He  demanded  back  the  five  provinces  which 
had  been  ceded  to  Galerius ;  and,  meeting  with 
a  refusal,  ravaged  Mesopotamia,  and  insulted 
the  Roman  empire. 

The  emperor,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three, 
entered  Asia,  and  repulsed  the  enemy.  He 
then  fell  dangerously  ill,  and,  notwithstanding* 
his  advanced  age,  received  baptism ;  put  his 
will  into  the  hands  of  an  Arian  priest,  who  en- 
joved  his  confidence,  and  died  at  Nicomedia, 
after  a  reig^  of  thirty  years.  He  has  been 
honoured  as  a  saint  by  several  churches ;  and 
the  Greeks  and  Muscovites  celebrate  his  festi- 
val on  the  twenty-first  of  May. 

Whatever  praises  Constantine  may  deserve 
for  the  establishment  of  Christianity,  the  stains 
With  which  his  glory  is  tarnished  are  indelible. 
Facts  speak,  and  them  we  have  related.  His 
political  abilities  do  not  outweigh  his  faults. 
*  With  some  genius  for  war, '  this  is  the  opi- 
nion formed  c5'  him  by  the  Abb6  Mably,*  which 
he  employed  only  for  the  destruction  of  his 

grivate  enemies,  and  not  those  of  the  empire, 
e  possessed  no  one  quality  proper  for  govern- 
ment. Duped  by  his  ministers  and  favourites, 
he  saw  only  with  their  eyes.     A  natural  rest- 
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lessness  of  temper  kept  him  in  perpetual  mo- 
tion,  though  his  pursuits  were  often  fruitless^ 
If  he  seemed  constantly  engaged  in  grand  pro- 
jectSy  the  conception  of  them  indicated  weak- 
ness and  presumption^  and  their  execution 
showed  him  an  inaifferent  politician.  He  con-r 
tributed  more  than  any  other  to  hasten  th^ 
ruin  of  the  empire^ ' 

His  virtues  are  extolled  to  the  skies  by  Eu-  ^■^"»» 
sebius  of  Csesarea ;  but  a  pane^rist  is  seldom  puegyrwt 
a  historian.  Thq.t  bishop,  who  had  all  the  qiuir  "«***»»* 
lities  of  a  courtier,  carried  his  dissimulation  90 
far,  in  his  Ecclesiastical  History,  as  not  to  men- 
tion either  Arius  or  his  sect,  nor  speak  of  the 
Erinpipal  object  of  the  Nicene  ^ouapil,  though 
e  gives  a  long  description  of  it  in  his  Life  of 
Constantine,  and  limits  its  decisions  to  the  con- 
troversy about  the  celebration  of  Easter.  It  is 
strange,  that  so  respectable  a  writer  should  have 
committed  this  unpardonable  fault.  The  PfLr 
gans,  likewise,  have  blackened  Cpnstantine  by 
their  satire,  more  than  the  qthers  have  extolled 
him  by  their  flatteries.  According  to  Victor  thp 
Younger,  during  the  first  ten  years  of  his  reign, 
he  was  a  great  prince;  during  the  ten  following, 
a  robber ;  and,  during  the  ten  last,  a  prodig^, 
Eusebius  himself  acl^ipwledg^s,  that  his  e^c^s- 
sive  easiness  let  loose  two  great  vices,  violence, 
oppressive  of  the  weak,  in  order  to  satiate  the 
ever-craving  avidity  of  the  powerful,  and  the 
hypocrisy  of  pretended  Christies,  who  entered 
into  the  church  in  order  to  court  Jji;?  favour. 
We  may  form  a  proper  estimate  of  that  empe-t 
ror,  ?ays  the  judicious  Abb^  Fleury,  by  believ- 
ing the  faults  ascribed  to  him  by  Euseoius,  ^n!^ 
the  good  spoken  of  him  by  Zosimus. 
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Did  In  the  Theodosian  code,  a  law  is  ascribed  to 
XJ^  him,  constituting  the  bishops  judges,  without 
^j^^  appeal,  in  all  causes  brought  before  their  tribu- 
^qiped.  nal  by  either  of  the  parties.  This  law,  which  is 
repugnant  to  civil  order,  is  rejected  by  the  best 
authors  as  supposititious.  Doth  Cujas  show  suf- 
ficient discernment,  when  he  defends  it,  by  al- 
leging the  virtue  and  justice  of  the  bishops  in 
those  times  ?  Their  intrigues,  their  packed 
councils,  their  numerous  excesses,  would  rather 
prove  it  to  have  been  even  then  necessary  to  re- 
strain them  within  the  limits  of  their  spiritual 
authority.  There  were  many  holy  prelates, 
whose  judgment  must,  without  doubt,  have 
been  perfectly  conformable  to  charity  and  jus- 
tice ;  but  how  many  others  gave  themselves  up 
to  passion  and  prejudice ! 


CONSTANTIUS  AND  HIS  TWO  BROTHERS. 


CHAPTER  I. 


TO  THE  TIM£  WH£N  JULIAN  WAS  CKEATED  CJESAR. 

^SLn  ^oNSTANTiNE  had  imprudently  divided  the  em- 

of     ^  pire  among  his  three  sons  and  two  of  his  ne- 

^SSSr  *phews.     1  hese  last,  Delmatius  and  Hanniba- 

"^  lion,  were  massacred  by  the  soldiers,  after  their 

uncle's  death,  together  with  his  two  brothers. 
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five  Other  of  his  nephews,  and  his  principal  cour- 
tiers. 

It  is  not  to  he  doubted/  that  this  horrible 
massacre  was  commanded  or  directed  by  ambi- 
tion. It  is  ascribed  to  Constantius,  the  empe- 
ror's younger  and  best  beloved  son,  though 
least  deserving  of  his  affection.  How  is  it  pos- 
sible that  a  prince,  whose  talents  for  pohtics 
are  commended  by  some  writers,  should  not 
have  foreseen,  that,  by  making  five  sovereigns, 
he  not  only  ruined  the  empire,  but  kindled  the 
flames  of  war  in  his  own  family? 

The  three  brothers  made  a  new  division,  in  DMmim 
which  were  comprehended  the  spoils  of  their  m^ 
cousins.  Constantine,  the  eldest,  kept  Gaul,  SJJ^JJi 
Great  Britain,  Spain,  and,  probably,  made  an  ac- 
quisition of  Thrace  and  Constantmople,  which 
be  soon  ceded  to  Constantius,  who  was  master 
of  all  Asia  and  Egypt.  Constans,  the  young- 
est, had  Italy,  Ulyria,  Africa,  Macedonia,  and 
Greece.  The  eldest  was  only  twenty  years  of 
age ;  and  none  of  them  appeared  to  possess  ta- 
lents fit  for  government,  it  was  observed,  that 
Commodus  was  the  only  emperor  who  had  been 
bom  during  the  reign  of  his  jGeither ;  and  un&- 
vourable  presages  were  made  of  those  princes, 
who,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expression, 
breathed  the  pride  of  sovereignty  from  their 
cradle. 

However,  they  jointly  enacted  some  goodi    lcwi 
laws,  particularly  against  informers,  who  had  JSmt. 
multiplied  prodigiously.     After  their  fiither's 
example,  they  forbade  anonymous  libels  being 
regarded  as  evidence  in  a  court  of  justice. 

Constantius  says  in  one  of  his  laws.  The  man 
is  to  be  regarded  as  innocent  who  has.  enemies^  but 
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no  accusers.  But,  unless  justice  prevail  in  the 
courts,  informations  will  continue. 
War  Soon  after,  Constantine,  who  was  discontent- 
c^^2^  ed  with  his  share,  and  had  some  pretensions  on 
cJ^^  Italy,  being  unable  to  obtain  any  thing  from 
his  brother  Constans  by  negociation,  had  re- 
course to  arms,  and  passed  the  Alps  in  the  year 
340.  His  brother,  now  become  his  enemy,  was 
then  in  Dacia,  from  whence  he  sent  an  army, 
which  he  proposed  to  follow  with  the  greatest 
forces  he  could  raise,  when  Constantine  fell  in- 
to an  ambuscade,  was  defeated,  and  slain ;  and 
Constans  remained  sole  master  of  the  West. 
His  reign  was  inglorious.  He  was  a  slave  to 
his  pleasures  and  nis  flatterers ;  and  though  he 
justly  drew  upon  himself  some  encomiums  from 
the  Christians  for  his  protection  of  the  Catho- 
lic religion,  his  conduct  was,  in  other  respects, 
stained  with  vices,  which  the  Pagans  have  paint- 
ed with  all  the  acrimony  of  hatred. 

In  the  year  350,  Magnentius,  a  German,  and 
manumitted  slave,  who  was  at  the  head  of  two 
legions,  formed  a  conspiracy  against  him  at 
Autun,  and  caused  himself  to  oe  proclaimed 
Augustus.  The  emperor  received  intelligence 
of  the  revolt  while  he  was  at  a  hunting  match, 
and  attempted  to  escape  into  Spain,  but  was  as- 
sassinated  on  the  road. 
DiatiiriMiieM  In  thc  interval  between  these  revolutions,  the 
^J'^jJ^  troubles  occasioned  by  the  Arians  continued 
oootromijr.  with  more  violence  than  ever.  Constantius 
had  declared  in  their  favour,  and  his  brothers 
bad  sided  with  the  Catholics.  St  Athanasius, 
who  had  been  restored  to  the  see  of  Alexan- 
dria, did  not  remain  long  undisturbed.  The 
accusations  against  him  were  renewed*  He  was 
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coademned  and  deposed  by  a  council  held  at 
Antioch;  and  Gregory,  who  was  named  his 
succef^or,  forcibly  took  possession  of  the  see^ 
The  bishops  were  filled  with  rage  against  each 
other;  discord  universally  prevailed,  and  the 
East  and  West  were  divided ;  forgetting  that 
religion,  instead  of  being  a  cause  of  quarrel, 
ought  to  have  been  a  bond  to  unite  them.  A 
general  council  seemed  the  most  proper  means 
lor  conciliating  these  feuds.  It  was  assembled  847. 
at  Sardica,  on  the  borders  of  the  two  empires ;  eooncOi  u 
but  the  Orientals,  finding  themselves  the  weak-  ^^*^^ 
est,  separated  from  the  Western  prelates,  and 
held  their  assembly  at  Philippopolis  in  Thrace. 
Ulie  decisions  of  the  two  councils  were  contra-- 
dictory ;  they  reciprocally  acquitted  and  anar 
thematized  the  same  persons.  That  composed 
of  the  Arian  bishops  took  the  name  of  the 
council  of  Sardica  as  well  as  the  other.  Hence 
it  comes,  that  St  Augustine,  being  unacquaint- 
ed with  the  orthodox  council,  has  mentioned 
that  of  Sardica  as  an  assembly  of  heretics. 

We  shall  not  trace  this  dispute  through  its    a  word 
tedious  windings.     It  is  sufficient  to  observe,     of  i\^ 
that  it  would  have  kindled  a  war  between  Con-  '^^SJa!*^ 
stans  and  Constantius,  had  not  the  latter  yield- 
ed to  the  establishment  of  Athanasi us;  and  that 
the  patholics  would  have  been  satisfied  with  the 
Confession  of  Faith  given  by  the  Arians,  had 
not  these  obstinately  persisted  in  rejecting  the 
term  consubstantial.    That  word,  which  was  be- 
come sacred,  and  the  personal  cause  of  Atha- 
nasius,  were  perpetual  objects  of  dissension. 
The  reason  of  which  was,  that  consubstantiaUty 
actually  made  an  essential  part  of  the  orthodox 
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doctrine,  and  Athanasius  was  persecuted  as  the 
most  zealous  defender  of  that  doctrine. 
846.  Constantius,  from  the  beginning  of  his  reign, 
bJ^^^had  a  powerful  enenw  in  Sapor  II.  king  of  Per- 
^j^SUL^  sia,  who  grew  more  tormidable,  as  the  emperor 
gave  himself  up  entirely  to  theological  contro- 
versy, and  neglected  the  affairs  of  state.  The 
Persians  routed  him  at  the  battle  of  Singara; 
became  the  terror  of  the  Romans,  and  rava^- 
ei  Mesopotamia.  Sapor  laid  siege  to  Nisibis, 
which  he  continued  with  incredible  vItouf  for 
four  months ;  nor  did  he  raise  it  at  last  but 
to  oppose  an  invasion  of  the  barbarians.  This 
prince  persecuted  the  Christians  from  motives 
of  policy.  Formerly,  in  times  of  persecution, 
Persia  faiad  afforded  them  an  asylum ;  but,  af- 
ter their  religion,,  by  the  zeal  of  Constantine, 
had  been  established  in  the  empire,  they  were 
looked  upon  with  a  suspicious  eye,  and  treated 
as  public  enemies. 
860.  Magnentius  enjoyed  the  fruits  of  his  usurpa- 
b2bi!!m  tion  in  the  West.  Nepotian,  a  nephew  of  Con- 
^^^^'^^^  stantine,  who  had  escaped  the  massacre  of  his 
tiM-fiunily,  attempting  to  seize  upon  the  city  of 
Rome,  had  perished,  together  with  his  mo- 
ther, and  his  principal  partisans.  Vetranion, 
an  old  experienced  general,  though  so  illiterate 
that  he  could  not  even  read,  had  been  pnK 
claimed  Augustus  in  Pannonia,  but  wanted 
the  qualifications  necessary  for  maintaining  his 
high  fortune.  Constantms  at  last  marched 
from  Asia,  at  the  head  of  all  his  forces,  in  or- 
der to  deprive  Magnentius  of  his  dominions. 
It  is  pretended  that  he  exhorted  his  soldiers 
t3  receive  baptism  :  and  he  has  been  made  to 
express  himself  in  the  following  terms :  •  If  any 
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man  refuses  to  be  baptized,  let  him  retire.  I 
desire  to  have  no  soloiers  but  who  are  not  en« 
rolled  under  the  banners  of  Jesus  Christ.  *  But 
as  he  himself  was  not  baptized  till  at  the  point 
of  death,  is  there  not  some  reason  to  doubt  of 
such  demonstrations  of  zeal  ? 

Vetranion  had  entered  into  a  league  with  y^tnmim^, 
Magnentius,  and  marched  against  the  emperor ;  i^ii^l^bt 
but,  instead  of  coming  to  an  engagement,  en- '  ^^ound. 
tered  into  a  ti*eaty,  in  which  he  was  duped  by 
Constantius,  who  debauched  his  troops,  and 
forced  him  to  abdicate  his  authority.  It  is 
said,  that  he  consoled  him  with  an  extraordina- 
ry piece  of  morality,  conceived  in  these  terms : 
You  lose  anfy  an  insignificant  name^  which  has  no^ 
thing  real  but  the  mariffications  it  brings  with-  it; 
and  you  are  going  to  eryoy  soUd  hapmness^  without 
a  mixture  ^f  uneasiness.  It  is  added,  that  the 
g^ood  old  man,  charmed  with  his  retirement, 
sent  him  a  letter,  containing  the  following 
words  :  You  are  wrong  in  not  taking  a  share  in 
that  JeUcihf  which  you  hccoe  ihe  art  qffrocwring 
7&r  others.  Such  men  had  a  claim  to  the  title 
of  philosophers.  They  either  affected  that 
character,  or  the  historians  have  spoken  for 
them. 

While  the  unwarlike  Constantius  was  amus-     sbi. 
ing  himself  with  holding  a  council  at  Sirmium^  wxmSL 
Magnentius  approachedat  the  head  of  his  army.  M^|J|^tiM, 
When  ready  to  pass  the  Save,  he  was  met  by 
an  envoy  from  tne  emperor,  with  proposals  of 
peace,  which  he  rejected,  and   advanced  to 
Mursa  on  the  Drave,  the  destined  scene  of  a 
celebrated  action,  decisive  of  the  fate  of  the 
empire.    The  battle  was  fought  with  great  fii- 
ry .  More  than  fifty  thousand  of  the  best  troops 
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were  cut  to  pieces.    The  Gauls,  under  Mag:-  ' 
nentius,  performed  wonders,  and  were  slain  al-. 
most  to  a  man ;  but,  at  last,  the  usurper  turn-* 
ed  his  back,  after  haying  Ipst  Marcellinus,  to^ 
whom  he  was  indebted  for  his  promotion, 
cowvdice      Constantius  did  not  appear  in  the  field,  but, 
Cow^tiui  ^^^^  trembling  expectation,  waited  the  event 
of  the  engagement  in  a  neighbouring  church, 
where  he  was  attended  by  the  Arian  bishop  of 
!^ursa.     That  crafty  impostor  had  taken  pro* 
per  precautions  tq  be  informed  of  the  success  ; 
and  all  at  once  proclaimed  the  victory,  pretend-r 
ing  that  the  news  had  been  brought  to  him  by 
an  angel.  The  emperor,  giving  entire  credit  tp 
the  miracle,  honoured  him  a$  a  saint,  apd  at- 
tributed to  him  all  the  success  of  his  arms.     It 
is  easy  to  judge  what  gross  errors  in  conduct 
must  spring  from  such  low  superstition,     We 
shall  see  Cpnstantius  striking  upon  all  the  shoals 
of  credulity  and  weakness. 
Jhmkpi       The  year  following,   Magn^ntius,  who,  for 
^^*^^"*^  his  cruel  tyranny,  was  an  object  of  universal 
detestation  at  Rome,  took  refuge  in  Gaul,  was 
defeated  in  Dayphiny  by  the  emperor's  gene- 
rals ;  and,  perceiving  that  his  solaiers  were  re- 
solved to  dfeliver  him  up,  in  a  transport  of  de* 
spair,  murdered  his  cousins,  his  friends,  and 
even  his  mpthi^r,  after  which  he  stabbed  himr 
3elf  with  his  own  sword. 
S&9;         As  soon  as  Constantius  was  delivered  from 
^tJSSwS'this  enemy,   he  became  more  despicable  and 
^  Jj[g^  cni^l  than  ever.   A  continual  prey  to  bis  suspi- 
cions, every  thing  was   to  him  an  object  of 
dread;  and  his  terrors  and  distrust  were  in^ 
creased  by  the  vile  eunuchs  with  whom  his  pa- 
lace was  filled ;  for  the  infamous  custom  of 
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keeping  eunuchs  had  fotind  its  way  into  the 
court  with  the  other  abuses  of  Oriental  despot-- 
ism.  Under  pretence  of  destroying  the  usui-p- 
er's  party,  he  exercised  the  most  odious  tyran- 
ny. The  encouragement  of  informers  produced 
the  ordinary  effects ;  for  one  criminal  a  thoth- 
sand  innocent  persons  were  put  to  death.  The 
eunuch,  Paul,  secretary,  or  rather  satellite  of  the 
prince,  filled  evei-y  quarter  of  the  empire  with 
marks  of  his  injustice,  and  raised  a  general 
alarm.  Great  Britain  was  the  principal  scene 
of  his  barbarous  inquisition.  Martinus,  its  go- 
vernor, sensibly  touched  with  the  miseries  of 
the  public,  and  foreseeing  that  he  would  one 
day  be  involved  in  them  in  his  turn,  formed 
a  design  to  rid  the  world  of  this  savage  mon- 
ster; but,  failing  in  the  attempt,  laid  vio- 
lent hands  on  himself.  All  sentences  of  death, 
which,  according  to  custom,  were  presented  to 
the  emperor,  were  confirmed  without  excep- 
tion ;  and  the  empress,  Eusebia,  dared  not  so- 
licit the  pardon  even  of  a  single  person.  The 
tyrannical  orders  and  caprices  of  the  court 
struck  more  terror  than  the  invasions  of  the 
Franks,  Alemains,  and  other  barbarians. . 

The  East  was  still  more  oppressed  under  the  cuhu  made 
government  of  Gallus,  nephew  of  Constantine  oSSIit 
tne  Great,  who,  after  having  been  kept  six  years   tCSUu 
with  his  brother  Julian  in  a  kind  of  captivity  in 
Cappadocia,  was  prompted  to  the  dignity  of 
CsBsar,  married  to  the  emperor's  sister,  and  sent 
against  the  Persians.     He  was  a  man  of  an  un- 
feeling temper,  utterly  destitute  of  abilities,  na- 
turally surpassing  Constantine  in  cruelty,  which 
was  inflamed  by  his  wife  Constantina,  a  woman 
of  a  disposition  as  inhuman  as  his  own ;  and  in 
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a  court  filled  with  flatterers  and  villains,  he 
came  a  merciless  tyrant. 

He  filled  Antioch  and  the  whole  East  with 
murders ;  caused  Domitian,  prsefect  of  the  pro- 
vince, to  be  assassinated,  unaer  a  false  pretence 
of  a  conspiracy,  and  gave  up  the  innocent  to 
the  rage  of  informers,  to  tortures,  and  to  death« 
ConiuiitiiM     This  violent  conduct  gave  umbrage  to  Con- 
I^S^  stantius.  He  was  afraid  that  Csesar  designed  to 
make  himself  independent,  and  employed  insi- 
nuations  and  the  most  pressing  instances  to  pre- 
vail on  him  to  come  to  Italy.     Gallus  foresaw 
the  danger ;  it  is  even  conjectured  that  he  en- 
tertained  some  designs  of  revolting;  but  his 
schemes  miscarried,  and  he  found  himself  under 
a  necessity  of  setting  out.     His  wife,  in  whom 
he  placed  all  his  hopes,  was  sent  before  him ; 
but  she  died  on  the  road.     He  was  arrested  at 
Pettau  in  Noricum,  and  his  head  cut  ofi*.    Con- 
stantius  being  now  intoxicated  with  his  power, 
assumed  the  titles  of  Master  of  the  Wortd^  and 
Eternal.    This  ridiculous  pride  was  accompa- 
nied with  all  the  refinements  of  tyranny.     Ne- 
ver had  informers  so  fair  a  field  for  displaying 
their  villany.  Dreams  were  made  capital  crimes. 
The  persons  who  were  unprudent  enough  to 
disclose  them,  ran  the  hazard  of  their  lives,  if 
what  they  had  dreamed  could  possibly  be  sus- 
ceptible of  a  sinister  interpretation.     An  in- 
former, the  worthy  minister  of  the  infamous 
Paul,  was  ludicrously  styled  the  Count  qf  Dreams^ 
because  he  employed  himself  with  a  good  deal 
of  success  in  that  branch.     The  malignity  of 
mankind  seemed  to  increase  in  proportion  to 
the  universal  degeneracy. 
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When  meanness  and  prejudice  guide  the  pen,  _^ 

what  will  it  not  be  gunty  of  ?     Some  panegy*  *^'**" 

rists.have  praised  Constantius  for  his  clemenoj,  ^^**jjjj*«« 


and  several  ecclesiastical  writers  bestow  tne  <^^«d»- 
highest  encomiums  upon  Gallus.  Mr  Le  Beau 
has  judiciously  remarked,  that  this  is  owins^  to 
his  firm  adherence  to  the  true  religion,  nxna 
which  his  brother  Julian  apostatized.  If  he 
was  guided  by  the  counsels  of  ifLtius,  a  cele- 
brated Arian,  and,  consequently,  was  a  bad  Ca- 
tholic, at  least  he  always  remained  within  the 
pale  of  Christianity,  and  his  vices  and  tyranny  ^ 
were  veiled  under  an  external  show  of  piety. 
How  prone  are  we  to  fall  into  error,  when  we 
consider  objects  only  in  one  point  of  view! 
Ammianus  Marcellinus,  an  author  ^nerally  es- 
teemed for  his  judgment  and  veracity,  who  was 
an  eyewitness  of  the  transactions  ne  relates, 
confutes  by  facts  those  panegyrics  which  were 
dictated  by  the  spirit  of  party  or  adulation. 
Facts  are  certain  proofs  ;  praises  are  frequent- 
ly only  the  language  of  deceit.  Qf  this  we  have 
here  a  remarkable  example. 

The  sophist  Themisthis  having  been  made  a  Hmk^uh 
senator  of  Constantinople,  in  recompense  pro-  '''"•™^'* 
nounced  a  panegyric  on  Constantius,  in  wnich 
he  extols  mm  as  the  greatest  philosopher  of 
the  empire ;  so  imprudently  is  truth  sometin^s 
sported  with. 

This  prince  was  as  eminent  in  politics  as  in  nvo  grett* 
philosophy.    He  had  two  great  generals  left,  ^^^ 
tjrsicinus,  who  had  signalized  himself  in  the    ^'^^' 
East;   and  Sylvanus,  who  protected  Gaul  a- 
gainst  the  barDarians,  and  these  the  courtiers 
conspired  to  ruin.    The  latter,  accused  by  the 
blackest  calmnny,  exposed  to  a  thousand  in<- 
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suits,  dreading  evety  tbing  from  an  ungrateful 
and  perfidious  court,  determined  to  revolt,  and 
caused  himself  to  be  proclaimed  emperor. 

Ursicinus,  wbo  had  been  before  disgraced, 
was  then  pitched  upon  as  the  only  person  ca- 

Eable  of  putting  a  stop  to  the  rebellion.  Cven 
is  enemies  favoured  his  appointment  to  the 
command,  in  hopes  that  the  two  generals  would 
destroy  each  other.  But  though  the  court  em- 
ployed Ursicinus,  it  was  only  as  an  instrument 
of  treachery.  They  pretended  ignorance  of  the 
step  taken  by  Sylvanus,  and  wrote  to  him  a 
letter  of  thanks  for  his  behaviour  in  his  go- 
vernment. 

The  other  general  went  to  meet  him  at  Co- 
logne, and,  finding  that  his  party  could  not  be 
rumed  by  open  force,  made  use  of  artifice,  gain- 
ed his  confidence,  by  afi'ectin^  to  sympathize 
with  his  discontent,  and  enter  mto  his  projects, 
conupted  his  troops,  caused  him  to  be  slain, 
and  lamented  his  death,  as  was  done  by  the 
whole  empire, 
lie  When  the  court  employed  Ursicinus  to  exe- 

jJtTJJ^to^^te  this  odious  commission,  their  intention  was 
^^  not  to  restore  him  to  his  power,  even  in  case  he 
succeeded.  He  remained  in  Gaul  with  the  title 
of  general,  but  without  an  army.  The  troops  of 
Sylvanus  had  inunediately  dispersed ;  and  the 
emperor  chose  rather  to  lose  that  province  than 
send  supplies  to  the  great  general  whose  merit 
gave  htm  umbrage.  Thus  was  it  totally  a- 
bandoned  as  a  prey  to  the  barbarians.  The 
Franks  and  Alemains,  and  the  Saxons,  ravaged 
the  country,  after  destroying  forty-five  towns 
on  the  bauKS  of  the  Rhine.  Pannonia  and  Up. 
per  Mtesia  were  laid  waste  by  the  Quadi  oxui 
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Sarmatians.  The  miseries  of  the  East  were  iiu 
creased  by  the  dreadful  incursions  of  the  Per- 
sians ;  while  Constantius,  inattentive  to  every 
thing  but  the  quarrels  of  theologists,  spent  his 
time  in  assemDling  councils,  persecutmg  the 
defenders  of  consubstantiality,  provoking  the 
zeal  of  the  Catholic  bishops,  ana  inflaming:  the 
audacity  of  the  Arians  ;  and  thus  fomented  dis- 
cord and  confusion  in  the  heart  of  his  domi- 
nions, while  the  frontiers  were  laid  waste  with 
fire  and  sword.  Such  was  the  philosopher  of 
Themistius. 


Julian 


CHAPTER  n. 

FROM  THE  PROMOTION  OF  JULIAN  TILL  ms 

REVOLT. 

CoNSTANTius,  bciu^  surrouudcd  by  so  manj  n» 
dangers,  suffered  himself,  notwithstanding  his  """* 
jealous  distrust,  to  be  prevailed  upon  by  the 
empress  Eusebia,  to  bestow  the  dignity  of 
Ceesar  upon  the  celebrated  Julian,  with  whose 
character  it  is  now  proper  to  acquaint  the 
reader.  This  prince,  who  was  brother  to 
Gallus,  and  cousin-german  of  the  emperor,  had 
been  favoured  by  nature  with  the  happiest  dis- 
positions, and  formed  by  misfortime  and  study, 
which  lessons,  in  general,  far  surpass  those  taugnt 
in  the  bosom  of  grandeur  and  the  lap  of  plea- 
sure. They  had  endowed  him  with  a  great- 
ness of  soul  superior  to  the  nobility  of  his 
birth,  by  inspiring  him  with  a  love  of  virtue,  ft 

VOL.  11.  Y 


9^  THE  HISTORY 

desire  of  instruction,  a  contempt  of  pleasures, 
and  a  hatred  for  every  thing  mean  or  degrad- 
ing to  human  nature.  Upon  his  quitting  the 
castle  o£  Macellum,  in  Cappadocia,  where  he 
and  his  hrother  had  heen  confined  six  yean, 
he  obtained  leave  to  complete  his  studies, 
first  at  Constantinople,  and  afterwards  at 
Athens.  There  he  distinguished  himself  by  his 
modesty,  and  an  intense  and  successful  appli- 
cation  to  his  studies.  Happy  if  he  had  nmde 
the  true  religion  the  basis  of  his  conduct'! 
But  conceiving  a  dislike  to  Christianity,  be- 
cause his  firs^  preceptors  had  tired  him  with 
exercises  of  devotion,  or  the  obstinate  disputes 
between  its  different  sects  had  ?iven  him  a  dis- 
taste to  the  whole,  he  addicted  nimself  entirely 
to  Maximus  of  Ephesus,  and  some  other  Phu 
tonic  philosophers.  He  soon  became  infatuated 
with  their  absurd  and  mysterious  theurgy, 
which  they  shrowded  under  the  veil  of  sub- 
lime piety,  and  in  their  school  was  filled  with 
superstition  and  enthusiasm :  But,  though  se- 
duced by  frivolous  illusions,  he  at  least  at- 
tached himself  to  something  real,  by  his  strict 
observance  of  moral  duties.  May  we  not  give 
to  Christianity  the  honour  of  those  exaipples 
of  virtue  whicn  make  his  memory  respectable? 
A  Christian  education  had  unquestionably  fos- 
tered the  seeds  of  it  in  his  heart. 
H«  Gallus,  while  he  was  Caesar,  taking  alarm  at 

"^*^the  inclination  which  his  brother  even  then 
showed  for  idolatry,  sent  him  ifLtius,  the  a- 
postle  of  Arianism,  in  quality  of  superintend- 
ant,  and  as  an  estimable  fi^uide.  Julian,  by  au 
affectation  of  zeal  for  that  sect,  removed  all 
suspicion ;  and,  according  to  some  ecclesiasti- 
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cal  historians,  in  order  the  better  to  dis^ise 
his  real  sentiments,  and  escape  the  distrustful 
jealousy  of  Constantine,  put  on  the  monkish 
habit,  and  performed  the  office  of  deacon. 
After  the  death  of  Gallus,  he  passed  seven 
months  in  a  kind  of  imprisonment ;  and  had  it 
not  been  for  the  protection  of  Eusebia,  who 
entertained  an  esteem  for  him,  he  would  have 
undergone  the  same  fate  with  his  brother. 

The  emperor  named  him  Ceesar  at  the  a^  of     ass. , 
twenty-three,  and  gave  him  his  sister,  Helena, ^^^HhiS^ 
in  marriage ;  but,  far  from  admitting  him  to  ■»««kflri*y* 
share  his  confidence,  put  him,  if  I  may  be  al- 
lowed the  expression,  into  trammels.     His  do- 
mestics were  removed,  and  their  places  fiUefl 
with  spies ;  his  friends  durst  not  come  near 
him ;  and  though  he  had  the  title  of  Caesar,  he 
had  no  power. 

Being  made  ^vemor  of  Gaul,  a. council  was  stndiiiiiii 
appointed  for  him,  or  rather  so  many  masters,  "*"  ^"^ 
to  direct  his  whole  conduct.  He  had  ^w  troops, 
little  money,  and  nothing  in  his  own  disposal. 
With  whatever  faults  this  prince  may  be  re- 
proached, it  is  impossible  not  to  admire  his 
greatness  of  soul,  and  the  fertility  of  his  ge- 
nius, when  we  see  him  surmounting  so. many 
obstacles  in  the  career  of  glory. 

He  had  passed  his  life  in  the  schools,  where  jaUan'i 
he  had  even  contracted  the  rust  of  pedantry;  •*"^"* 
was  neither  acquainted  with  the  arts  of  war 
nor  government ;  wanted  experience,  and  was 
destitute  of  authority ;  yet,  in  the  very  begin- 
ning of  his  administration,  he  showed  himself  a 
man  of  superior  abilities.  During  his  stay  at 
Vienna,  where  he  resided  the  first  winter,  he 
applied  himself  to  the  study  of  the  afiairs  of 
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the  province,  and  the  art  of  war.  He  set  his 
troops  an  example  of  attention  to  discipline  and 
patience  of  fatigue ;  his  diet  was  the  same  as 
that  of  the  common  soldiers  ;  he  exposed  him- 
self to  all  the  inclemencies  of  the  wmter,  slept 
upon  a  hide,  and  rose  at  midnight;  allowed 
himself  no  relaxation  from  husiness,  and  study 
formed  his  sole  amusement.  By  these  me- 
thods he  eained  the  admiration  and  affections 
of  the  soldiery.  The  Gauls  respected  and  loved 
him  for  his  equitable  administration  of  Justice; 
his  superintendants  sunk  into  insignificance^ 
for  he  did  every  thing  without  their  nelp ;  and 
sH  his  measures  were  crowned  with  success. 
Two  panegyrics  on  Constantius^  written  by 
him  about  that  time,  are  proofs  of  his  political 
address.  He  likewise  concealed  his  religious 
sentiments  with  so  great  dexterity,  that  St 
Hilary  of  Poitiers  was  deceived  by  appear- 
ances, and  praises  him  as  a  pious  prince  m  the 
same  work  where  his  brother  is  described  as 
an  enemv  to  the  church. 
srifM  om  Julian  s  exploits  perfectly  corresponded  witb 
^  the  idea  entertained  of  his  merit.  Every  one 
of  his  campaigns  was  attended  with  victory .. 
In  a  word,  oy  an  equal  exertion  of  skill  and 
courage,  he  freed  Gaul  from  the  Alemains, 
<who  had  spread  themselves  through  the  whole 
country,  and  even  besieged  him  in  Sens  ;  and, 
aflter  cutting  their  army  to  pieces  near  Stras- 
bourg, earned  the  terror  ot  his  arms  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Rhine.  One  thing-  more 
amazing  is,  that  the  courtiers  ridiculed  his  vic- 
tories^ while  Constantius  stupidly  arrogated  the 
honour  of  them  to  himself.    In  such  a  court. 
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all  decisions  must  have  been  unjust  or  capri- 
cious. 

Constantius,  who  had  chosen  Milan  for  his  OaaitMAii 
ordinary  residence,  made  a  progress  to  Rome,  i^  for 
in  order  to  celebrate  his  triumph  over  Mag-    *^^ 
nentius ;  an  odious  ceremony,  as  civil  wars  af- 
ford no  proper  subject  for  it.    Having  never 
before  seen  that  capital,  its  edifices  SSed  him 
With  admiration ;  and,  that  he  might  leave  a 
monument  of  his  visit,  he  transported  from 
jE^pt  the  obelisk  of  Rameses,  which  was  one 
hunored  and   thirty-two   feet  high,  and  had 
been  destined  by  Constantine  for  an  ornament 
to  Ck>nstantinople.    It  was  erected  by  Sextuif 
Quintus,  and  is  the  largest  in  Rome. 

Though  the  emperor,  before  his  entry,  or-HegnuBti« 
dered  the  removal  of  the  celebrated  altar  dedi-  *"**^^ 
cated  to  VictOTy,  which  had  been  erected  anew    ^^"^ 
by  Magnentius  in  the  senate  house,  he  visited 
the  temples  of  the  gods,  praised  their  foimders, 
appointed  Pagan  priests,  and  confirmed  the 

Snvileges  of  tne  vestals.  Yet  he  had  forbid- 
en  the  offering  of  sacrifices  under  pain  of 
deaths  at  least  if  we  may  give  credit  to  a  law 
inserted  in  the  Theodosian  code,  which  pro- 
bably was  never  promulgated.  ^  In  religious 
afiairs  his  conduct  was  always  inconsistent. 
Though  he  tolerated  F&ganism  at  Rome,  he 
persisted  in  disturbing  the  empiire  by  his  zeal 
for  Arianism,  the  different  sects  of  which  he 
alternately  protected  and  persecuted,  regulat* 
ing  his  conduct  according  to  the  wiU  of  his 
4eunuch»  and  courtiers,  by  whose  intrigues  all 
^'     were  determined. 


•  Tid9HmBditm^VAmd»dnhmrif^UlS, 
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850.  Proposals  of  peace  had  been  offered  to  Sapor, 
^SSJ^^S* which  that  implacable  enemy  of  the  Romans 
^  :-^  rejected  as  incompatible  with  his  pretensions  ; 
and,  being  instigated  by  a  man  of  jgreat  fortune, 
a  native  of  Mesopotamia,  who  hadbeen obliged 
by  oppressive  treatment  to  leave  the  empire,  he 
resolved  not  to  content  himself  as  formerly  with 
sudden  incursions,  which  were  attended  with  no 
durable  advantage,  but  to  push  the  war  with 
vigour.  Ursicinus  then  commanded  in  the  East, 
and  the  eunuchs  advised,  or  rather  ordered, 
him  to  be  recalled  at  the  conjuncture  when  his 
services  were  most  wanted.  The  whole  coun- 
try was  filled  with  murmurs  for  the  loss  of  its 
defender.  It  is  true  he  was  sent  back,  but 
without  authority,  and  only  that  he  mig^ht  bear 
the  blame  of  the  miscarriages  of  Sabinian,  a 
weak  general,  utterly  unqualified  for  the  com- 
mand. This  wretched  court  rejoiced  at  the 
calamities  of  the  public,  provided  they  could 
be  made  subservient  to  the  ruin  of  men  of  ex- 
alted merit,  who  were  the  objects  of  its  jea,- 
lousy  and  hatred. 

Amida,  in  Mesopotamia,  was  taken  by  Sapor 
^];2^  after  a  long  siege,  which  cost  him  thirty  thou- 
sand men,  while  the  attention  of  Constantius 
was  turned  on  assembling  the  councils  of  Rimini 
and  Seleucia,  in  order  to  settle  the  theological 
controversies  which  grew  fiercer  in  proportion 
to  the  multiplication  of  decisions  and  formula- 
ries of  faith ;  but  of  these  we  shall  have  occar- 
sion  to  speak  again  at  the  end  of  this  reign, 
jidiu        The  conduct  of  Julian  in  Gaul  formed  a  singu- 
jJ^JJjJ^lar  contrast  to  that  of  the  emperor.  He  devoted 
ihoL    the  intervals  of  leisure  from  the  war  to  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice  and  relief  of  the  people, 


OF  THS  ROBIAm.  347 

Tlorentius,  his  Praetorian  Praefect,  endeavouring 
to  increase  the  taxes,  under  pretence  of  the 
exigencies  of  the  war,  Julian  nimself  demon^ 
strated  hj  calculation,  that  they  were  more 
than  sufficient  to  defray  all  expenses.  He  re- 
duced the  poll-tax  from  twenty- five  pieces  of 
gold,  each  worth  ahout  sixteen  shillings  of  our 
money,  to  seven.  His  severity  against  those 
who  were  guilty  of  extortion  in  collecting  the 
public  money,  did  not  prevent  him  from  guard- 
m^  against  tne  malice  of  accusers.  Numerius 
bemg  brought  to  trial  for  this  crime,  denied 
the  whole  charge ;  and  there  being  no  proof, 
the  accuser  exclaimed,  Who  mil  ever  be  Jbund 
guilty^  if  a  denial  of  the  fact  he  stfffidentfor  his 
acqidltal?  Julian  retorted,  Who  mil  ever  he  ac-^- 
quitted^  tfa  bare  accusation  be  stffficient  ground  to 
find  him  guilty  f 


CHAPTER  in. 


£NI>  OF  THE  REIGN  OF  CONSTANTIUS. 


Florentius,  and  other  enemies  of  justice,  fail-     »»• 
ed  not  to  blacken  Julian  at  the  court,  to  ren-    JSIrT* 
der  him  an  object  of  suspicicm,  and  taint  all  ^^  "** 
his  actions  with  the  poison  of  calumny.    The 
emperor  now  beheld  him  only  in  the  light  of 
a  rival ;  and,  with  a  view  to  disarm  him,  order- 
ed the  flower  of  his  troops  to  Constantinople, 
from  whence  they  were  to  march  against  the 
Persians.    Thus,  after  four  glorious  campaigns, 
Julian  found  himself  at  the  eve  of  losing  the 


the 
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whole  finiit  of  his  labours.  He  saw  that  fine 
province  which  he  had  saved  and  restored  to  a 
flourishing  condition,  on  the  point  of  fallings  a 
prey  to  uose  barbarians  whom  he  had  van- 
quished. 

pyjrad  Vf  However  he  obeyed,  published  the  emperor^s 
^^$  ^  orders,  and  urged  then:  execution.  But  the 
Gallic  troops,  unable  to  bear  the  thoughts  of 
quitting  their  coimtry  and  their  families,  to 
carry  on  a  war  in  Asia,  took  quite  contrary 
measures,  proclaimed  him  emperor  at  Paris, 
and,  listening  neither  to  his  remonstrances  nor 
entreaties,  by  dint  of  importunity  and  threats, 
at  last  obliged  him  to  accept  the  diadem.  Se- 
veral writers  char^  him  with  having  secretly 
directed  the  conspiracy ;  but  of  this  they  fi^ive 
no  evidence.  Perhaps  he  showed  more  reluc- 
tance than  he  really  felt ;  but,  as  his  most  in- 
veterate enemies  have  not  been  able  to  convict 
him,  he  must  be  acquitted  by  history.  Let  us 
take  a  particular  view  of  his  conduct  in  a  con- 
juncture so  critical. 

B^ii^wiUi  His  first  step  was  granting  pardon  to  a  set 
"™'*"^  of  traitors  who  nad  conspired  against  his  life. 
He  then  declared  to  his  soldiers,  that  promo- 
tion to  military  or  civil  offices  should  oe  the 
sole  reward  of  services,  and  that,  whoever  soli- 
cited  him  for  any  other,  must  expect  a  refusal. 
He  wrote  a  letter  to  Constantius,  in  which  he 
gave  an  accoimt  of  the  violence  put  upon  him, 
and  explained  the  motives  of  his  compliance  } 
promismg  still  to  retain  for  him  the  dutiful  re- 
spect of  a  subject ;  representing,  besides,  that 
the  Gallic  troops  would  never  consent  to  march 
into  Asia,  and  the  absolute  necessity  of  shar- 
ing the  imperial  dignity ;  he  concluded  with 
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observing,  that  a  quarrel  between  the  princes 
would  be  productive  of  the  greatest  calamities. 
Another  letter,  which  ought  not  to  have  been 
made  public,  was  filled  with  reproaches,  dic- 
tated by  resentment. 

The  emperor,  far  from  entering  into  a  ne-  CoMiuitiai 

fociation,  only  despatched  severe  orders,  which  ,^!^^^ 
ulian  communicating  to  the  troops,  they  in-     ^^ 
terrupted  him  with  the  cry  of  Juuan  emperor^ 
tfie  province^  Uie  army^   Hie  empire  require  it. 
After  this,  he  hesitated  no  longer  in  supporting 
a  measure,  on  which  he  saw  depended  his  own 
life  and  that  of  his  friends.     If  revolting  a- 
TOinst  a  sovereign  were  in  any  case  justifiable, 
this  certainly  might  be  excused,  considering 
its  motives  and  circumstances. 
-  Julian  having  nothing  to  hope,  and  every     seu 
thing  to  fear  from  Constantius,  resolved  to  be  ^1^^^ 
beforehand  with  him.     He  took  his  measures  ■««°^ '"^ 
with  prudence,  provided  for  the   security  of 
Gaul,  and  exacted  an  oath  of  fidelity  from  his 
troops.     His  soldiers  swore  to  follow  wherever 
he  led  them,  though  those  very  men  had  re- 
fused to  quit  their  own  country  in  compliance 
with  the  emperor's  orders ;  so  different  senti- 
ments did  they  entertain  of  those  two  princes ! 
He  marched  on  foot  with  his  troops,  barehead- 
ed, and  shared  in  all  the  fatigues  of  the  com- 
mon soldiers.     He  surprised  Sirmium  before 
the  inhabitants  even  had  intelligence  of  hid 
march,  and  seized  upon  the  pass  of  Succa,  be-> 
tween  mount  Hsemus  and  Rnodop6,  at  the  en- 
trance of  Thrace.    Italy  and  Greece  eagerly 
espoused  his  party;  but  two  Pannonian  le*- 
^ons,  which,  from  a  suspicion  of  their  fidelity, 
le  had  ordered  into  Gaul,  having  revolted  oa 
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thdb:  march  and  seized  upon  Aquileia,  he  stop- 
ped to  retake  that  place.  This  siege  would 
necessarily  take  up  a  long  time ;  and  the  news 
from  the  East  made  him  very  uneasy  ;  but  an 
unforeseen  event  at  once  put  him  in  possession 
of  the  empire,  without  exposing  hun  to  the 
disgrace  of  shedding  Roman  blood. 
Dndi  of  Sapor  having  made  himself  master  of  Singara 
^^•***^***"' and  Bezabda,  two  important  cities  of  Meso- 
potamia, Constantius  made  an  unsuccessful  at- 
tempt to  retake  the  latter.  The  Catholics, 
Arians,  and  Idolaters,  joined  in  attributing  the 
disgpraceful  event  of  this  enterprise  to  his  per- 
secution of  their  respective  reUgions ;  a  re- 
markable proof  of  the  temerity  with  which  men 
interpret  the  judgments  of  heaven.  He  was 
preparing  to  renew  the  war  against  the  Per- 
sians, when  he  received  the  news  of  Julian's  ra- 
pid march ;  and  Sapor  having  retired,  he  set 
out  from  Antioch  to  oppose  the  rebel,  but  could 
proceed  no  farther  than  Cilicia,  where  he  was 
seized  with  a  burning  fever,  which  put  an  end 
to  his  life  in  the  forty-fourth  year  of  his  age, 
after  he  had,  Uke  his  fioither,  been  baptized 
when  in  the  agonies  of  death. 
He  did  little  Though  he  enacted  a  few  good  laws,  made 
i£dfim.  sonie  successful  expeditions,  gave  some  instances 
of  clemency,  and  showed  some  signs  of  virtue, 
his  memory  is  not  the  less  odious  nor  contemp- 
tible; for  the  mischief  he  did  far  outweighed  the 
good.  To  mention  no  other,  the  religious  Quar- 
rels which  he  inflamed,  while  he  flattered  him- 
self with  the  thoughts  of  appeasing  them,  be- 
came an  incurable  wound  in  the  church  and 
the  empire.  Ammianus,  who,  without  fanaticism^ 
was  attached  to  the  ancient  worship  of  Rome, 
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tiius  expresses  himself  on  that  subject :  '  By  a 
womanish  superstition  he  disturbea  Christiani- 
ty, plain  and  simple- as  the  nature  of  that  reli- 
gion is ;  and,  applying  himself  rather  curious- 
ly to  fathom  its  depths,  than  to  regulate  its 
practice  in  a  manner  becoming  his  dignity,  he 
excited  great  divisions,  and  fomented  them  by 
disputes  about  words.  He  exhausted  the  funds 
destined  for  defraj^ing  the  travelling  expenses 
of  men  employed  in  uie  business  of  the  state, 
by  keeping  the  bishops  in  perpetual  motion  for 
the  holding  of  councils,  in  which  he  was  ambi«> 
tious  of  prescribing  the  mode  of  worship  and 
the  rules  of  belief. ' 

The  testimony  of  this  historian  ought  to  have 
the  more  weight,  as  his  impartiality  has  raised 
doubts  with  re^rd  to  his  religion.  Some  people 
are  even  of  opinion  that  he  was  secretly  attach- 
ed to  Christianity. 

Without  entering  into  the  particulars  of  ec-  swtimaiii 
clesiastical  quarrels,  which  were  incessantly  en-  conjinte 
venomed  by  the  discord  of  the  bishops,  or  the       ^ 
imprudence  and  cabals  of  the  court,  it  will  be 
sufficient  to  make  one  important  remark.    The 
Arians  took  refuge  in  deceitful  subtilties.     In 
appearance  they  confessed  the  divinity  of  the 
word ;  they  said  he  was  like  the  father,  o/x^oiou^io;; 
but  they  obstinately  rejected  the  word  consub- 
stantial,  djxoot/erio;,  complaining,  that  the  Chris- 
tian world  was  set  in  a  flame  for  a  syllable,  for 
a  word  not  to  be  found  in  Scripture,  as  if  that 
word  had  not  expressed  the  thing  itself,  and 
been  rendered  sacred  by  the  judgment  of  the 

Cnurcn.  Rimini 

The  council  of  Rimini,  in  359 »  composed  of  coSinti. 
four  hundred  bishops,  more  than  three  fourths    >»pi«» 
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of  whom  were  Catholics,  after  having  at  first 
refused  to  make  any  alteration  in  the  Nicene 
creed,  being  at  last  intimidated  by  the  mandates 
of  the  court,  admitted  a  formulary,  bearing,  that 
the  Son  w,  in  every  things  like  the  Father.  This 
example  was  followed  by  that  of  Seleucia,  which 
was  afterwards  transferred  to  Constantinople* 
*  The  subscriptions  that  were  every  where  ex- 
acted, '  says  Fleury,  *  raised  great  disturbances 
in  the  church.  It  was  a  kind  of  persecution 
more  dangerous  than  that  of  the  Paeans,  be- 
cause it  sprung  up  in  her  bosom*  Almost  all 
subscribed  to  the  error,  even  though  they  dis- 
believed it.  Only  a  veiy  small  number  were  ex- 
empted ;  either  because  they  had  resolution 
enough  to  refuse  compliance,  or  were  too  ob- 
scure to  attract  notice.  All  the  rest  yielded  to 
the  torrent ;  some  sooner,  some  later,  through 
motives  of  fear,  self-interest,  or  ignorance.  The 
pretence  of  maintaining  peace  and  submission 
to  the  will  of  the  emperor,  induced  almost  all 
the  prelates  to  join  tne  Arian  communion ; '  ♦ 
but  the  resolution  of  the  Hilarys  and  Athana- 
siuses,  was  not  to  be  overcome ;  and  the  Ni- 
cene £Eiith,  after  so  many  storms,  at  last  pre- 
vailed* 
o^nnr^  It  is  to  be  wished,  that  the  ardency  of  their 
oftome  holy  zeal  had  not  sometimes  prompted  tiiem  to  a 
**'***P*  conduct  destructive  of  tne  faith,  and  incon- 
sistent with  the  respect  due  to  the  sovereign. 
Some  holy  prelates  wrote  severe  invectives  a- 
^inst  Constantius,  which  they  addressed  to 
himself;  and  these  were  commended  and  imi- 
tated by  others,  f     A  first  example,  as  is  com- 
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monly  the  case,  produced  others  of  a  more  dan- 
gerous nature.  In  their  eyes,  a  prince,  who  fa- 
voured  heresy,  was  no  longer  clothed  with  the 
imperial  majesty;  though,  formerly,  it  had  heen 
IM^nowledged  even  in  the  tyrants  who  perse- 
cuted Christianity. 

This  diversity  of  conduct  proceeded  from  the      Um 
difference  of  situation.     The  bishops  had  most  "J^lT^Sr 
of  them  been  loaded  with  riches  and  honours  ^  **3J5J[*™* 
by  Constantine ;  and,  being  provoked  by  the    fenneriy. 
mortifications  and  uneasiness  given  them  oy  his 
son,  whose  character  was  far  from  ensuring  him 
respect,  and  inflamed  by  the  disputes  on  reli- 
gion, which  were  carried  on  with  excessive  acri- 
mony, they  naturally  transgressed  the  bounds  of 
their  primitive  modesty.     The  most  virtuous 
sufiered  themselves  to  be  hurried  away  by  zeal ; 
the  others  were  elated  with  their  influence  over 
the  minds  of  the  people.    Some,  courtly  and 
fawning,  gave  themselves  up  to  intrigue  and 
the  pursuits  of  ambition;  while  others  thought 
they   honoured  God   by  defying   their  sove- 
reigns. 

Leontius  of  Tripoli  was  audacious  enough  Axdtdtf 
to  refuse  paying  a  respectful  visit  to  the  em-  iwius 
press  Eusebia.    He  prescribed  the  ceremonial  rfTnpoiL 
which  he  expected  snould  be  used  on  that  oc- 
casion.    ^  When  I  enter,  she  shall  immediately 
rise  and  advance  to  meet  me ;  she  shall  bow 
low  to  receive  my  blessing.    When  I  am  seat- 
ed, she  shall  modestly  continue  standing  till  I 
give  her  a  sign  to  sit  down.  *   The  empress  de- 
manded satisfaction  for  this  insult ;   but  the 
emperor  dreading,  that  he,  too,  should  be  ex- 
posed to  some  affiront,  commended  the  conduct 
of  the  bishop. 
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The         The  greatest  part  of  the  mischiefs  which  id. 

""of*  fested  the  church,  and  necessarily  reverted  upon 
^^  society,  were  occasioned  by  the  weakness  and 
imprudence  of  this  prince.  Under  a  wise  em- 
peror the  disputes  would  have  been  less  violent, 
or  at  least  the  supreme  authority  would  not  have 
been  brought  into  contempt. 


JULIAN. 


CHAPTER  I. 

GOy£RKM£NT    OF    JULIAN.      HIS    ENDEAVOURS    T9 

BESTROT  CHRISTIANITY, 

861.  The  moment  that  the  death  of  Constantius  was 
j^;Jjjj«g^  made  public,  all  heaits  were  turned  to  Julian. 
The  fame  of  his  exploits  and  virtues  attracted 
the  veneration  of  the  public.  The  event  which 
gave  him  peaceable  possession  of  the  throne 
was  even  looked  upon  as  supernatural,  and  he 
was  received  at  Constantinople  with  eaual  joy 
and  respect.  He  celebrated  the  funeral  of  the 
deceased  emperor  with  magnificence,  and  af- 
fected to  lament  his  death,  though  it  is  impos- 
sible his  regret  should  have  been  sincere.  One 
of  his  first  cares  was  to  erect  a  chamber  of  jus- 
tice for  the  punishment  of  those  who  should  be 
convicted  of  having  abused  their  credit  under 
the  last  reign.  Three  celebrated  informers,  Pkul, 
Apodemus,   and   the   eunuch   Eusebius,   who 
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neas  great  chamberlain,  were  condemned  to  the 
flames,  and  this  act  of  severity  met  with  univer- 
sal applause.  But  the  public  censured  some  ar- 
bitrary sentences,  which,  as  almost  constantly 
happens  on  such  occasions,  fell  upon  innocent 
persons. 

Numberless  abuses  called  aloud  for  reforma-  RefemM 
tion,  especially  in  the  emperor's  household,  where  hm^oid. 
a  multitude  of  useless  officers  preyed  upon  the 
substance  of  the  state.  There  were  a  thousand 
barbers,  a  thousand  cooks,  and  the  rest  in  pro- 
portion, all  insatiable  and  unprincipled  men,  who 
spared  nothing  to  gratify  tneir  luxury  and  ra- 
pacity. The  public  treasure  was  swallowed  up 
in  this  bottomless  gulf ;  nor  was  it  long  before 
Julian  perceived  it.  Having  sent  for  a  barber, 
and  seeing  a  man  enter  magnificently  dressed, 
/  wanted  a  barbef\  said  he,  not  a  senator.  This 
man,  besides  a  considerable  salary  and  large 

gratifications,  had  twenty  servants,  and  as  many 
orses,  kept  for  him  at  the  emperor's  expense. 
All  the  barbers  were  discharged  except  one, 
and  even  he,  said  the  prince,  is  superfluous  to  a 
man  who  wears  his  beard.  He  did  the  same  by 
the  eunuchs,  and  all  the  officers  whom  he 
thought  unnecessary. 

Perhaps  this  reformation  was  principally  di-   Appiie« 
rected  by  an  extravagance  of  philosophy.    Butpira^  & 
the  people  ought  to  think  themselves  happy  in    ^^jj^ 
having  such  a  philosopher  for  their  sovereign, 
.rather  than  a  master  who  would  lavish  their 
money  in  vain   parade.     He   protected   them 
against  the  oppression  of  the  financiers  and  the 
licentiousness  of  the  soldiery ;  and  administered 
justice  with  ecj^ual  care  and  despatch.    This  he 
thought  an  indispensable  duty,  and  in  every  de- 
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termination  aimed  only  at  the  good  of  the  sub- 
jects. He  was  a  great  enemy  to  flatteiy ;  and 
being  one  day  highly  applauded  by  the  lawyers 
for  his  sentence  m  a  certain  cause,  /  shauid  be 
proud  of  those  encomiums^  said  he,  if  I  Hiought  they 
'who  bestowed  them  would  have  been  bold  enough  to 
censure  me  had  I  given  a  contrary  decision.  It  was 
one  of  his  principal  maxims  of  government, 
that  t/ie  ancient  laws  and  customs  ougfutobe  rigid- 
fy  observed,  unless  same  great  public  benefit  obBges 
to  a  deviation;  a  maxim  which,  though  general- 
ly  true,  he  falsely  applied  to  Christianity. 
iMerty  of  Amoug  Striking  marks  of  wisdom,  we  see  in 
uk^i^i  to  this  prince  an  aflfectation  of  modesty,  sometimes 
^^^^  unbecoming  his  rank.  In  general,  he  carried 
things  in  themselves  laudabfe  to  a  faulty  excess. 
It  was  customary  for  the  emperor  to  attend  the 
new  consuls  to  the  senate ;  and  Mamertinus 
and  Nevitus,  who  had  been  graced  with  that 
title,  coming  to  the  palace  on  the  day  appoint- 
ed for  the  ceremomal,  Julian  went  to  meet 
them,  received  them  in  their  litter,  asked  their 
orders  for  setting  out,  placed  them  with  his 
own  hands  in  the  curule  chair,  and  walked  be- 
fore them  in  the  middle  of  the  crowd.  His  pa- 
negyric, pronounced  by  Mamertinus,  is  still  ex- 
tant. It  is  an  ingenious  piece  of  flattery,  but 
such  as  ought  not  to  have  been  pleasing  to  phi- 
losophic ears.  However,  custom  had  made 
those  addresses  of  adulation  too  frequent ;  and 
even  Trajan  had  listened  to  his  own  praises 
from  the  mouth  of  Pliny. 
HoBonn  Ouc  day,  when  the  emperor  was  haranguing 
^'^  the  senate,  he  was  informed  of  the  arrival  of 
i*g«^  the  philosopher  Maximus  from  Ionia ;  upon 
"""*■  which  he  rose  abruptly,  embraced  him,  and. 
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having  ushered  him  into  the  house,  loaded 
him  with  praises,  paid  him  all  the  honours  di^e 
from  a  pupil  to  an  old  master,  whose  lessons  da-  . 
served  the  most  lively  acknowledgments  ;  ^nd, 
after  the  senate  was  dismissed,  waUced  out  with 
him,  hand  in  hand.  The  invitations  of  the 
prince  crowded  the  palace  with  a  multitude  of 
sophists,  men  altogether  unworthy  of  his  conai^r 
deration ;  and  the  philosophic  garh  became  a 
cloak  for  ambition  and  self-interest.  True  phi- 
losophers are  always  rare,  even  when  they  are 
respected. 

Julian  had  long  hated  Christianity,  which  he  He 
abjured  the  moment  that  he  was  invested  with  ^^"SSS** 
the  sovereignty.  His  chief  aim  was  to  destroy  c^?™*""*^' 
that  sublime  religion,  because  he  regarded  it  as 
destructive  of  the  public  weal ;  doubtless  con- 
founding the  religion  itself  with  the  abuses  whioh 
had  crept  into  it  from  the  passions  and  preju- 
dices of  men.  He  was  instigated  to  this  attempt 
by  his  philosophers,  who,  for  the  most  part, 
advised  violent  measures;  but  these  were  equal- 
ly repugnant  to  his  principles  and  disposition. 
He  had  too  much  humamty  to  expose  himself 
to  the  reproach  of  tyranny,  and  too  much  good 
sense  not  to  know  tne  inutility  and  hazard  of  a 
sanguinary  persecution.  He  therefore  formed 
his  plan  witn  the  most  profound  policy,  and, 
without  openly  persecutmg  the  worshippers  of 
Jesus  Chnst,  did  more  mischief  to  hb  religion 
than  all  those  who  had  let  loose  their  rage  a- 
gainst  it. 

^  He  knew,'  says  Libanius,*  '  that  all  at-  lonuuih 
tempts  to  force  consciences  are  fruitless ;  that  ^j^,  2,^^^^^ 

•  Or.  W, 
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bodily  distempers  niay  sometimes  be  cured  by 
tying  down  the  patients,  but  neither  sword  nor 
fire  can  destroy  belief.   If  the  hand  ofters  sacri- 
fice, the  heart  disowns  it,  charges  the  body  with 
weakness,  and  persists  in  its  sentiments.     Men 
do  not  change  their  opinions,  but  only  pretend 
to  change  them.     These  hypocrites  afterwards 
ask  forgiveness  of  the  party  they  have  effected 
to  abandon ;  and  they  who  have  perished  un- 
der punishment  receive  divine  honours.  *  If  wc 
may  judge  from  tliis  passage,  Libanius  deseiT« 
ed  the  emperor's  esteem ;  and  that  prince  ac- 
tually maae  use  of  his  counsels  and  his  pen. 
-'i^Mif «       Let  us  take  a  particular  view  of  Julian's  con- 
oiMemr  of  duct  iu  au  afikir  of  such  delicacy.     In  quality 
Rv«ritefc^f  hiffh  priest,  he  set  the  example  of  the  reli- 
non  ne  proposed  to  reestablish,  zealously  per- 
tormed  the  functions  of  his  office  in  presiding 
at  the  Pagan  ceremonies,  showed  the  most  pro- 
found reverence  for  the  gods,  and  thus  inspired 
superstitious  minds  with  the  same  sentiments  of 
devotion,  while  others  made  it  a  duty  apparent- 
ly to  imitate  him. 
H«         A  religion  without  morality,  when  closely  cx- 
**^^*~amined,  appears  contemptible.    This  essential 
^^^FMjta  defect  gave  the  Christians  a  very  great  advan- 
"'***^*  tajg^e  oVer  the  Pagans,  whom  they  reproached 
with  being  obliged  to  borrow  from  philosouhy 
the  idea  and  knowledge  of  those  duties  whicn  it 
is  the  business  of  religion  to  inculcate  and  pre- 
scribe.    Julian  was  compelled  to  own  the  ex- 
cellency of  the  Christian  religion  in  this  respect, 
and  used  his  utmost  endeavours  to  introduce 
morality  into  Paganism.     He  ordered  its  pre- 
cepts to  be  joined  to  the  ceremonial  of  wor- 
ship, and  publicly  taught ;  above  all,  zealously 
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enforcing  the  practice  of  that  charity  by  which 
Christians  are  distinguished. 

As  tlie  example  oftTie  priests  has  much  greater  FkcMriix* 
influence  over  the  people  than  their  discourses,  virtlJrtoUie 
he  exhorted  them,  in  his  writings,  to  observe  a  p™^ 
conduct  worthy  of  their  office,  and  draws  up  a 
plan  for  that  purpose,  in  which  he  goes  so  far  as 
to  forbid  them  to  read  certain,  books,  which, 
says  he,  gradually  kindle  thejlame  of  (he  passions. 
He  requires  of  them  the  love  of  the  mds  and  of 
mankind  as  the  principal  duties  of  their  pro- 
fession. He  commands  tliem  to  be  respected, 
but,  at  the  same  time,  to  make  themselves  re- 
spectable. He  describes  their  important  func- 
tions, by  calling  them  the  interpreters  qf  the 
vMl  of  tfie  gods  to  men^  and  t/te  guarantees  qf  the 
conduct  qf  men  towards  the  gods.  According  to 
him,  they  never  ought  to  visit  the  great,  or 
men  in  authority,  except  to  plead  the  cause  of 
thepoor,  the  widow,  and  the  orphan. 

While  he  thus  endeavoured  to  bring  idolatry  xurw  tht 
again  into  credit,  he  took  every  means  tacitly  ^^"^^ 
to  undermine  Christianity.     Fully  persuaded,    vi^^. 
tlrnt  ridicule  and  contempt  are  more  effectual 
means  for  accomplishuig  this  purpose  than  the 
inflicting  of  tortures,  he  forbade  the  Galileans, 
by  which  name  he  called  the  disciples  of  Jesus 
Christ,  to  be  ill  treated  on  account  of  their  reli- 
gion, because^  said  he,  they  are  rattier  ol/;ects  qf 
compassion  tJian  hatred ;  tliey  wander  in  me  dark 
on  tJie  most  essential  points^  and  abandon  the  wor-- 
ship  qf  the  gods  to  adore  the  remains  qf  carcasses, 
and  tlie  bones  of  dead  men.    He  recalled  to  Con- 
stantinople all  those  who  had  been  banished  by 
Constantius,  whether  Catholics  .or  Arians ;  and 
restored  the  churches  to  the  bishops,  with  a 
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view  to  rekindle  among  them  those  fatal  dissent 
sions  which  had  been  productive  of  so  mantr 
mischiefs  ;  for  he  kneWy  saith  Ammianus  Marcel- 
linus,  in  hyperbolical  and  emphatic  expression, 
he  knew  that  savage  beasts  show  less  cruelhf  to  man^ 
kind,  than  Christians  generally  displayed  in  their 
disputes  with  one  another. 
B«  He  opposed  an  apparent  moderation  to  the 

mflSEnSm  violencc  of  false  zeal,  and  thus  turned  its  ex- 

oqS^  cesses  to  his  advantage.  Maris  of  Chalcedon, 
an  old  man,  of  the  Arian  sect,  who  had  lost  his 
mght,  having  publicly  insulted  him  at  a  sacri- 
fice, Be  silent,  thou  miserable  blind  wretch^  said 
the  emperor  to  him,  the  Galilean,  thy  God,  wiU 
not  restore  thee  to  thy  sight. — I  thank  him,  replied 
the  bishop,  for  sparing  me  the  pain  of  bemlding 
an  apostate  Uke  thee;  to  which  Julian  made  no 
reply,  but  continued  the  sacrifice. 

Praiiibiii  The  Christians  had  some  men  of  abilities, 
who,  employing  themselves  as  teachers  of  lite- 
rature and  the  sciences,  took  that  opportunity 
of  insinuating  the  belief  of  their  religion  into 
the  minds  of  their  pupils,  and  decrying  Pagan- 
ism. They  were  formidable  enemies  to  the  phi- 
losophers, and  defended  the  truth  with  the  same 
arms  with  which  these  attacked  it.  In  order  to 
deprive  them  of  this  advanta^,  and  render 
them  contemptible  by  their  ignorance,  they 
were  prohibited  by  the  emperor  from  teachinfir 
grammar,  rhetoric,  and  philosophy ;  under  this 
pretence,  that,  as  they  aid  not  believe  the  reli- 
gious doctrine  of  the  Greeks,  they  could  not, 
without  being  guilty  of  a  shameftil  imposture, 
Hiake  use  of  the  books  which  contained  those 
tenets.  The  same  edict  permitted  the  Chris- 
tians to  attend  the  schools ;  but  of  this  privi- 


OF  TH£  ROMANS.  361 

lege  they  were  afterwards  deprived  by  a  couo^ 
ter  edict,  because^r  them  tfie  gospel  ought  to  be 
stffficient;  a  prohibition  which  Ammianus  blames 
as  a  piece  of  cruelty,  but,  however,  was  well 
calculated  for  producing  its  effect.  In  the  se- 
quel, we  shall  have  too  frequent  opportunities 
of  seeing  how  prejudicial  ignorance  may  be  to 
religion  ;  and  Julian's  policy  suj^gested  to  him 
a  method  which  could  scarcely  mil  of  answer- 
ing his  purpose. 

Self-interest  being  the  great  mover  of  the  hu-      h« 
man  heart,  the  emperor  made  that  his  princi-  J'S^HHa 

Sal  engine  against  Christianity.  All  favours  and  ™*^ 
ignities  were  bestowed  exclusively  upon  idol-i 
ators ;  the  faithful  were  abandoned  to  contempt 
and  oppression.  He  revoked  the  privileges  of 
the  clerks,  abolished  the  distributions  establish- 
ed by  Constantine  for  their  benefit,  and  that  of 
widows  and  virgins,  obUged  the  Christians  to 
rebuild  the  temples  at  their  own  expense,  and 
excluded  them  from  all  employments,  telling 
them,  that,  by  their  law,  they  were  forbidden  to 
use  the  sword ;  the  courts  of  justice  were  shut 
against  them,  because  the  same  law  condemned 
suits  and  quarrels,  |f  they  complained  of  being 
taxed  above  their  proportion  by  the  govemora, 
his  answer  was.  Doth  not  the  gospel  teach  you  to 
despise  the  good  thhigs  qf  this  worUL^  and  ta  suffer 
wrong  with  patience  ?  He  seized  an  opportunity 
of  pillaging  the  opulent  church  of  £dessa,  in 
order  to  facilitate  to  the  Galileans  the  path  to  ihe 
kingdom  qfhewoen.  He  made  difference  in  reli- 
gion a  sufficient  reason  for  divorce,  which  was 
an  easy  method  for  increasing  the  niunber  of 
apostates.  In  a  word,  he  set  in  motion  all  th^ 
springs  of  refiped  policy  against  a  set  of  meu 
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whom  he  wanted  to  seduce  and  pervert,  but 
was  unwilling  to  honour  with  martyrdom. 
Tie  H»i  of  Xhe  indiscreet  and  rash  zeal  of  a  number  of 
cb!^^  Christians,  who  overthrew  the  altars,  statues, 
•^SS^*  Mid  even  temples,  or,  by  their  tumults,  violat- 
ed the  public  peace,  occasioned  an  effusion  of 
blood  in  the  provinces.  *  In  several  places,  • 
says  the  Abbe  de  la  Bleterie,  *  especially  in  the 
East,  where  the  passions  are  inflamed  by  the 
climate,  the  Pagans,  elated  with  their  present 
good  fortune,  insulted  the  Christians,  wno,  less 
mindful  of  the  rules  prescribed  by  the  gospel 
than  of  their  past  prosperity,  returned  mjury 
for  injury,  and  insult  for  insult.  From  worvfs 
they  came  to  blows,  and  from  blows  to  sedi- 
tion. '  It  is  not  to  be  wondered,  therefore,  if  the 
governors  of  provinces,  who  were  enemies  to 
Christianity,  carried  their  severity  beyond  the 
limits  prescribed  to  them.  But,  notwithstand- 
ing the  assertions  of  some  respectable  authors, 
it  may  be  doubted,  whether,  in  this  point,  they 
conformed  to  the  secret  inclinations  of  the 
prince.  The  infliction  of  punishment,  merely 
for  the  sake  of  religion,  was  certainly  contrary 
to  his  views,  and  the  plan  he  had  so  artfully 
laid  down, 
jviikm^t  But  no  doubt  can  be  entertained  of  his  be- 
Mipentitioii.  jj^  1^  J  jj^^^  jjj^  most  absurd  practices  by  a  blind 

superstition.  He  sacrificed  numberless  victims, 
and,  if  he  had  lived  longer,  bade  fair  for  de- 
stroying the  breed  of  cattle.  This  is  the  ex- 
pression of  Ammianus  himself,  who  assures  us, 
that  the  expense  of  celebrating  the  sacrifices, 
and  performing  the  ceremonies,  became  bur- 
densome to  the  state ;  that  the  soldiers  almost 
every  day  feasted  upon  the  flesh  of  the  obla- 
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tions ;  that  they  dmnk  to  excess,  especially  the 
Gauls,  and  were  then  guilty  of  every  kind  of  li- 
centiousness.  St  Chrysostom  asserts,  that,  dur- 
ing the  religious  ceremonies,  the  emperor  was 
accompanied  by  crowds  of  debauchees  ;  and  St 
Gregory  of  Nazianzum  accuses  him  of  secret 
abominations,  of  nocturnal  sacrifices,  where  hu- 
man blood  was  shed.  But,  as  has  been  remark- 
ed by  the  Abb6  de  la  Bleterie,  *  We  ought  not 
easily  to  credit  discoveries  published  after  the 
death  of  Julian,  when  the  hatred  of  the  public 
had  not  yet  subsided ;  and  sometimes  popular 
report  furnishes  tales  so  well  contrived,  as  tp 
deceive  authors  the  least  inclined  to  impose 
upon  their  readers. '  I  shall  add  an  observation 
still  more  striking*    St  Gregory,  while  pouring 
out  invectives  against  Julian,  speaks  of  Con- 
stantius,  not  only  as  an  excellent  prince,  but  as 
a  saint.    If  we  consider  the  circumstances,  this 
partiality  is  easily  accounted  for,  especially  in 
a  work  of  eloquence.     It  ought  to  be  a  lesson 
to  the  reader  to  be  cautious  in  forming  a  judg- 
ment.   It  argues  great  ignorance  of  human  nai- 
ture,  to  be  surprised  at  seeing  the  most  respect- 
able men  sometimes  giving  way  to  prejudice  ; 
and  he  must  be  a  foe  to  justice  and  numanit^, 
who  will  not  fairly  weigh  the  reasons,  that,  m 
such  cases,  weaken  their  testimony. 
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CHAPTER  n. 

PERSIAN  WAR.      END  OF  THE  REIGN  OF  JULIAN. 

During  these  attempts  to  destroy  Christiani- 

S"*^  ty ,  the  emperor  was  laying  the  plan  of  a  great 
'*■*"•  enterprise  against  the  Fersians.  His  intention 
was  to  revenge  upon  Sapor  the  injuries  done 
to  the  Roman  name ;  and,  by  his  economy,  the 
wisdom  of  his  administration,  and  the  terror 
with  which  the  barbarians  had  been  struck  by 
ihe  success  of  his  arms,  he  was  enabled  to  car- 
ry the  war  into  the  heart  of  Asia.  He  set  out 
from  Constantinople  in  the  year  362.  The  west- 
em  provinces  were  scarcely  sensible  of  his  ab- 
sence, and  remained  in  profound  tranquillity 
till  his  death ;  his  very  name  being  sufficient 
to  curb  those  fierce  and  rapacious  nations,  who 
incessantly  threatened  the  empire.  Sapor  hav- 
ing sent  proposals  of  peace,  he  threw  down  the 
letter  witti  contempt,  saying,  that  he  would  soon 
give  an  answer  in  person.  He  was  a  hero  inca- 
pable of  weakness ;  but  what  hero  can  reckon 
upon  his  fortune  ? 
PiiMic  The  public  calamities  with  which  the  empire 
was  then  afflicted  were  a  kind  of  prelude  to  the 
ill  success  of  this  expedition.  Nicomedia,  which, 
a  short  time  before,  had  suffered  severely  by  an 
earthquake,  was  entirely  destroyed  by  a  new 
shock.  Several  other  cities  met  with  the  same 
fate,  and  some  were  swallowed  up  by  the  sea. 
An  excessive  drought  was  succeeded  by  a  pesti- 
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lence  and  famine,  which  Julian  endeavoured  to 
remedy,  by  fixing  provisions  at  a  low  price.  He 
caused  considerable  quantities  of  com  to  be  im- 
ported ;  but  the  dealers  abandoned  a  trade  by 
which  they  could  not  make  sufficient  profit ;  and 
some  rich  avaricious  men  privately  purchased 
all  the  grain,  in  order  to  sell  it  agam  at  an  ex- 
cessive rate ;  which  furnishes  a  remarkable  in- 
stance in  favour  of  a  free  trade.  Antioch,  where 
the  emperor  then  resided,  was  filled  with  com- 
plaints and  murmurs  against  his  conduct. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  city,  who,  except  a  Juium 
very  few,  professed  the  Christian  religion,  '/StSch!* 
though  their  manners  were  licentious,  and  their 
dispositions  frivolous ;  judging  of  men  by  their 
appearance ;  fond  of  snow,  magnificence,  and 
ileasures  ;  regardless  of  merit,  or  rather  open- 
y  despising  it ;  derided  a  prince  who  had  turn- 
ed his  court  into  a .  school  of  philosophy,  and 
the  austerity  of  whose  manners  they  looked 
upon  as  a  censiire  of  their  licentiousness.  Their 
malignant  wit  was  excited  by  his  air  of  rus- 
ticity, his  train  of  philosophers,  his  supersti- 
tious devotion,  and,  above  all,  his  lon^  and 
shaggy  beard  ;  for  in  this  respect  he  imitated 
the  practice  of  the  philosophers.  They  turned 
him  into  ridiciile,  and  had  the  insolence  to  in- 
sult him  with  satirical  libels. 

He  revenged  himself  only  by  writing  a  sa-  He  revenp 
tire,  which,  though  just,  was  unsuitable  to  his  ^'^^'^H^ 
dignity.  This  work  is  still  extant,  under  the 
title  of  Misopogan^  or  the  hater  of  the  beard. 
In  it  he  afi'ects  to  censure  his  own  conduct, 
and  reproach  himself  with  a  thousand  faults, 
in  order  to  give  a  more  lively  picture  of  the 
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disordei*s  which  prevailed   in   Antioch*      His 
performance  was  answered,  and  he  made  no 
reply ;  but  when  he  quitted  the  place,  he  de- 
clared that  he  would  never  again  enter  its 
walls.     He  appointed  Alexander  its  governor, 
a  man  of  inflexible  and  turbulent  disposition. 
/  know  xceU^  said  the  emperor,  that  Alexander 
does  not  deserve  a  government^  but  Antioch  ife- 
serves  such  a  gaoemor.    This  was  an  acknow- 
ledgment that  his  choice  was  directed  by  pas- 
sion ;  it  was  a  deviation  from  those  principles 
of  wisdom  which  did  honour  to  his  philosophy. 
Hepudow      Several  laudable  actions  afterwards  done  by 
him   deserve   the  highest  encomiums.      Ten 
Christian  soldiers  havmg  entered  into  a  plot  to 
assassinate  him,  he  contented  himself  with  dis- 
missing them,  after  a  severe  reprimand.     Hav- 
ing found  among  his  baggage  a  large  stock  of 
wines  and  other  liquors,  lie  said,  A  soldier  ought 
only  to  drink  the  rcine  he  gains  by  Ms  sword;  I 
am  a  soldier^  and  do  not  desire  to  be  treated  better 
than  others;  and  rejected,  with  indignation,  those 
superfluities  of  luxury.     In  a  speech  to  his 
troops,  he  declared,  that  in  time  of  war  he  re- 
quired a  ready  obedience ;  but  when  that  was 
at  an  end,  was  far  from  being  jealous  of  the  pri- 
vilege of  princes^  who  substitute  their  arbitrary 
pleasure  instead  of  reason  and  justice  ;  tJiat  he  would 
allow  every  person  to  demand  of  him  an  account 
of  his  conduct^  and  be  ready  to  satisfy  them.     Al- 
ways setting  an  example  of  assiduity,  patience, 
ana  valour,  he  infusea  a  spirit  of  heroism  into 
his  soldiers,  and  showed  himself  a  skilful  gene- 
ral in  the  management  of  them.     Here  it  ij> 
tliat  he  appears  really  the  great  man. 
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After  a  dangerous  march  throiigh  Assyria,  ass. 
he  advanced  to  the  banks  of  the  Tigris.  OnSA^'uSS 
this  side  of  the  river  stood  the  city  of  Coche,  .J^^ 
near  the  ruins  of  the  famous  Seleucia ;  on  the 
other  was  Ctesiphon,  the  capital  of  the  Persian 
empire.  If  the  Roman  fleet  sailed  from  the 
Euphrates  into  the  Tigris  below  Ctesiphon,  it 
would  be  exposed  to  inevitable  destruction,  and 
the  army  be  entirely  unprovided  with  neces- 
saries for  the  siege.  A  knowledge  of  history 
was  on  that  occasion  of  no  small  service  to  the 
emperor.  He  knew  that  a  canal  had  formerly 
been  drawn  between  those  rivers,  which  he 
discovered  after  a  painful  search,  though  no 
traces  of  it  at  that  time  remained.  It  was  then 
cleared,  and  the  fleet  sailed  through  it. 

However,  this  did  not  facilitate  his  passage  He  pMa 
over  the  Tigris.  The  banks  were  steep,  and  "^^' 
lined  with  troops  and  armed  elephants,  the 
sight  of  which  struck  a  panic  into  the  soldiers. 
In  order  to  dissipate  their  fears,  Julian  cele- 
brated military  games,  at  the  same  time  that 
he  was  making  preparations,  and  ordering  the 
embarkation,  wnich  was  performed  under  fa- 
vour of  the  night.  The  Persians  set  fire  to  the 
first  vessels  that  crossed.  Courage^  cried  the 
emperor,  we  are  masters  of  the  bank^  thatjlame  is 
the  signal  I  ordered  to  be  given.  The  army  be- 
lieved him,  resumed  courage,  passed  the  river 
in  confidence  of  victory,  which  they  gained, 
after  an  obstinate  engagement,  pillaged  the 
enemy's  camp,  and  more  than  ever  admired 
the  genius  of  their  leader. 

Ctesiphon  had  always  been  regarded  as  f^t^^^j^™r 
to  the  Kom^p  power;  and  the  most  experienced  heS^^ 
oflicers  were  against  laying  siege  to  it,  because  ^•^i^**^ 
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Sapor  was  advancing  with  his  main  army.  Be- 
sides, Arbaces  king  of  Armenia,  and  two  gene- 
rals, who  were  expected  with  a  reinforcement, 
had  not  yet  come  up.  Julian  havin?  no  hopes 
of  being  able  to  take  the  city  without  their 
assistance,  resolved  to  go  and  meet  them,  and 
accordingly  marched  up  the  Tigris.  But,  be- 
ing misled  by  the  treacnerous  advice  of  a  de- 
serter, he  burned  his  fleet,  and  entangled  him- 
self in  the  interior  parts  of  the  country,  where 
he  soon  met  with  desert  plains,  in  which  he 
was  obliged  at  once  to  combat  against  famine 
and  the  Persians. 
Sapor  In  this  dreadful  situation  he  deliberated  on 
***k!hi*™  *  retreat,  and  determined  to  advance  towards 
retmt  Corducue,  a  province  on  the  south  of  Arme- 
nia ;  but  Sapor,  at  the  head  of  the  Persians, 
harassed  his  march,  which  was  one  continued 
succession  of  skiimishes.  The  Romans  were 
almost  constantlj^  victorious,  but  already  felt 
the  horrors  of  famine ;  and  a  storm  mterven- 
ing,  the  Persians,  although  discouraged,  seized 
that  opportunity  of  makmg  a  last  effort.  Ju- 
lian, tnough  he  had  not  time  to  put  on  his  ar- 
mour, fought  with  his  usual  bravery,  and  flew 
to  every  quarter  where  the  danger  was  most 

})ressing.  Being  wounded  with  a  javelin  in  the 
iver,  he  fell,  but  soon  after  mounted  on  horse- 
hack  ;  however,  growing  faint  with  the  loss  of 
blood,  he  caused  himself  to  be  carried  to  his 
tent,  crying  out,  that  his  wound  was  not  mortal; 
and  the  moment  it  was  dressed,  was  eaeer  to 
return  to  the  field  ;  but  his  strength  failed, 
and  he  perceived  his  end  approaching. 
Hii  The  death  of  this  hero  was  as  surprising  as 
'""dSa^  his  life.     In  a  long  discourse  addressed  to  his 
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friends,  he  expressed  his  joy  at  finding  his  soul 
ready  to  be  disengaged  from  the  ties  of  the 
body ;  thanked  God  for  not  having  suftered 
him  to  perish  by  a  conspiracy,  a  Hngering  dis- 
ease, or  the  sword  of  a  tyrant.  He  assured 
them,  that  after  having  hved  a  guiltless  life,  in 
the  exercise  of  his  duty,  a  foe  to  despotism, 
and  a  zealous  friend  to  the  public  good,  he  re- 
ceived a  death  so  glorious  as  a  favour  from 
heaven  ;  for^  said  he,  it  argues  equal  cowardice 
to  wish  for  death  before  it  comes,  ami  to  fear  it 
when  it  is  unavoidable.  He  refused  to  name  his 
successor,  but  referred  the  choice  to  his  friends ; 
and  added,  that  as  a  good  citizen,  he  wished 
to  be  succeeded  by  a  man  worthy  of  the  sove- 
reignty ;  after  which  he  expired,  at  the  age  of 
thirty -one. 

Tne  popular  tales  concerning  Julian's  death,  ^^^^ 
which  have  been  propagated  by  a  mistaken  hktorUn  of 
zeal,  describe  no  more  credit  than  the  infamous    p^Sce. 
crimes  and  acts  of  cruelty  with  which  it  has 
been  endeavoured    to    blacken    his   memory, 
though  that  be  sufficiently  tarnished  by  his 
hatred  against  Christianity.  ^     Ammianus  was 
an  eyewitness  of  the  transactions ;  and  his  nar- 
ration bears  the  stamp  of  truth.     Though  an 
admirer  of  Julian,  he  does  not  dissemble  his 
faults,  his  vanity,  his  superstition,  and  his  pro- 
lensity  to  satire.     He  censures  some  parts  of 
lis  conduct  towards  the  Christians.     His  im- 
partiality has  even  misled  some  modem  literati, 
who,  as  has  been  already  remarked,  believed 


*  Among  many  other  absurdities,  the  following  is  worth  notice. 
The  unknown  author  of  the  acts  of  St  Theodoret,  who  pretends  to  have 
followed  the  emperor,  lays,  that  the  enemy's  army  consisted  of  angeb  in 
a  human  form. 
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him  a  favourer  of  Cliristianity.  On  the  au- 
thority of  this  estimable  historian,  we  may 
therefore  securely  rest  our  judgment  of  a  hero, 
who,  notwithstanding  his  foibles,  would  have 
excited  imiversal  admiration  by  the  qualities 
of  his  head  and  heart,  had  not  his  apostasy 
rendered  him  an  object  of  detestation  to  the 
Christians  of  his  own  times.  Had  he  protected 
the  true  religion,  what  praises  would  they  not 
have  bestowed  on  him,  when  a  holy  bishop,  ia 
order  to  depreciate  his  character,  thought  iiim- 
self  authorized  to  celebrate  Constantius,  who 
was  a  professed  Arian  and  a  bad  prince  ? 
irijg         As  an  author,  Julian  deserves  tne  preference 

wntiM  of  tQ  most  of  his  cotemporaries.  The  most  cu- 
rious of  his  works  are  the  Satire  of  the  Ccesars 
and  the  Misopogon.  He  wrote  another  against 
Christianity,  of  which  only  some  fragments  are 
extant,  quoted  in  the  refutation  of  it  by  St 
Cyril  of  Alexandria.  The  later  Platonists  bor- 
rowed many  of  the  Christian  doctrines,  which 
they  endeavoured  to  veil  under  the  absurd  al- 
legories of  polytheism.  Their  gods  were  only 
genii,  subordinate  to  the  Supreme  Being,  which 
specious  doctrine  probably  deluded  this  un- 
common genius,  and  rendered  him  the  dupe 
of  their  absurd  superstitions. 
Hw  His  letter  to  Themistius  is  a  striking  proof 

fuiogiam  ^£  i^jg  esteem  for  philosophy.     *  By  forming 

phiioM>phen  three  or  four  philosophers, '  says  he,  *  you  may 
do  mankind  more  real  service  than  could  be 
done  by  a  number  of  emperors.  The  philoso- 
pher plays  an  important  part  on  the  theatre  of 
the  world.  You  say  that  he  is  capable  of  giving 
advice  which  may  be  useful  to  the  state  j  he 
does  more,  he  gives  good  examples.     His  dis- 
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courses  are  supported  by  his  actions.  As  he 
is  himself  what  he  desires  other  men  should 
be,  his  conduct  is  more  persuasive  and  effica- 
cious than  the  mandates  of  those  who  can  only 
command. '  This  eulogium  could  be  justified 
only  by  the  practice  of  philosophy.  But  in 
that  age,  where  could  a  Socrates  or  a  Phocion 
be  found  ? 

Libanius  enjoyed  the  principal  share  in  Ju-  Boida<>»or 
lian's  friendship.  That  famous  sophist  taught  ^'SlT"* 
at  Antioch  when  the  emperor  came  to  that  »p>>wt- 
city ;  however,  he  did  not  present  himself  at 
court.  I  was  his  friend^  said  he,  not  hisJlaUerer. 
Julian,  piqued  at  his  coldness,  wrote  to  him  a 
billet,  filled  with  raillery  and  reproach,  to  which 
he  received  an  answer,  written  on  the  same 
billet,  and  nearly  in  the  same  style.  He  in- 
vited the  sophist  to  dinner. — I  do  not  dine^  re- 
plied the  latter. — Then  we  will  sup  together. — I 
have  a  headachy  I  cannot. — At  least  come  and  see 
nie  qfien. — /  will  come  when  sentjbr  ;  I  am  afraid 
of  being  troublesome.  This  boldness  was  not 
displeasing  to  the  emperor,  who  continued  his 
intimacy  with  Libanius  during  his  whole  life. 

No  fact  is  better  known  in  ancient  history  Pnqwtof 
than  the  unsuccessful  attempt  made  by  this  SStJi^ 
prince  to  rebuild  the   temple   of  Jerusalem,  .   °^, 

*■  m  ■mm*'  11*         v^niHUdii* 

Ammianus  says,  tliat  he  was  prompted  to  this 
undertaking  Dy  a  desire  of  immortalizing  his 
name  by  great  works,  and  that  the  workmen 
were  stopi^ed  by  volumes  of  flame  which  burst 
out  of  the  earth  at  diflerent  times. 

The  Christian  authors  ascribe  this  attempt 
to  another  motive,  and  say  his  design  was  to 
deprive  Christianity  of  the  proof  drawn  from 
the  dispersion  of  the  Jews,  and  the  destruction 
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of  their  temple.  They  add  a  g^reat  number  of 
miraculous  circumstances,  a  particular  account 
of  which  may  be  seen  in  our  ecclesiastical  his- 
torians. We  know  not  any  miracle  better  at- 
tested, says  the  learned  Fleury. 


JOVIAN. 


j^iu  The  death  of  Julian  was  followed  by  a  general 
;gg^  consternation.  The  victorious  army  was  m  want 
of  every  necessary,  in  the  middle  of  the  enemy's 
country,  and  the  race  of  Constantius  Chlorus 
was  entirely  extinct.  Sallust,  praefect  of  the 
East,  refused  the  empire,  and  aavised  putting 
off  the  election  till  the  army  in  Mesopotamia 
could  concur  in  it.  But  a  head  was  wanted, 
and  the  choice  fell  upon  Jovian,  captain  of  the 
guards,  called  Domestic^  who,  though  young, 
addicted  to  the  pleasures  of  the  table,  to  wine 
and  women,  showed  himself  possessed  of  many 
excellent  qualities,  which  might  one  day  com- 
pensate his  faults. 
mJm»       Sapor  sent  him  proposals  of  peace,  either 


«Me  MM  because  he  dreaded  urging  the  Romans  to  de- 
with  &^or.  gpair,  or  designed,  by  amusing  them  with  the 
hopes  of  a  treaty,  to  reduce  them  to  the  extre- 
mity of  famine.  Jovian  immediately  despatch- 
ed deputies  to  the  Persian  camp.  Four  days 
were  passed  in  negociations,  during  which  the 
march  of  the  army  was  discontinued  ;  though, 
according  to  Ammianus,  they  might  in  that 
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time  have  reached  Corduene,  where  they  ^ould 
have  enjoyed  abundance  and  security.  The 
famine  was  become  insupportable,  when  Sapor 
demanded  the  restitution  of  the  five  provinces 
on  the  Tigris,  which  had  been  ceded  by  his 
great  grandfather  Nars6s  to  Galerius  j  and  Uke- 
wise  msisted  upon  being  put  in  possession  of 
Nisibi^,  Singara,  and  some  other  places  in  Me<* 
sopotamia.  These  dishonourable  conditions 
were  accepted;  and  the  empire  was,  for  the 
first  time,  dismembered. 

Jovian  repassed  the  Tigris,  without  having  Retwutof 
had  the  prudence  to  stipulate  for  a  supply  of  **^  ^*<»'**^ 
provisions  from  the  Persians.     For  six  days  his 
troops  were  obliged  to  feed  upon  the  flesh  of 
their  camels,  and  other  beasts  of  burden.     The 
inhabitants  of  Nisibis,  who  had  thrice  baflled 
the  attempts  of  Sapor,  earnestly  entreated  per- 
mission to  defend  tnemselves.     But  the  empe- 
ror,  faithful  to  his  engagements,  forced  them  ^ 
to  evacuate  the  place,  and  his  disgrace  was  in- 
creased by  their  despair.    Julian  would,  doubt- 
less, have  preferred  a  glorious  death  to  so  ig- 
nominious, a  peace. 

We  may  form  an  idea  of  the  general  indigna-  Theempeiw 
tion  by  tne  conduct  of  the  people  of  Antioch.  J^^ 
Though  Jovian  was  a  zealous  Christian,  and  the 
news  of  his  predecessor's  death  had  been  re- 
ceived by  the  Christians  in  that  city  with  the 
most  indecent  ioy,  the  people,  far  from  receit^- 
ing  him  with  the  usual  applauses,  loaded  him 
with  satire,  and  would  even  have  broken  out 
into  a  violent  sedition,  had  they  not  been  some- 
what calmed  bjr  the  prsefect  Sallustius. 

However,  this  prmce's  stay  at  Antioch  was    p,^^ 
consecrated  to  the  public  good  j  and  he  gave  chrirtiMiity. 

VOL.  II.  A  A 
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proofs  of  real  wisdom,  by  healing  the  wounds 
of  the  churchy  without  disturbing  the  state,  opr 
offering  violence  to  conscience.     The  Pagans 
were  the  more  turbulent,  as  false  zeal  had  im- 
mediately broken  out,  overthrown  the   altafe, 
and  insulted  and  menaced  the  partisans  of  idol- 
atry*    But  Jovian  was  sensible,  that  force,  in 
matters  of  religion,  is  a  species  of  tyranny  equal- 
ly absurd  and  odious,  which,  instead  of  enlight- 
ening the  mind,  fills  it  with  aversion,  and  pro- 
duces hypocrisy,  a  greater  evil  than  error.  He, 
therefore,  left  to  every  one  the  free  exercise  of 
his   religion,    restored   the   privileges   of    the 
churches  and  clerks,  and  revived  the  ancient 
distributions  of  com,  which,  however,  he  redu- 
ced to  one  third  during  the  dearth.  He  recalled 
St  Athanasius  from  banishment,  who  had  al- 
ways been  looked  upon  with  detestation  by  the 
Arians  as  their  most  formidable  enemy.     In  a 
council  held  at  Antioch,  where  the  Nicene  faith 
was-<jonfirmed,  the  emperor  declared  his  inten- 
tion to  molest  no  man  for  his  belief,  and  to  fa- 
vour all  attempts  to  reconcile  the  jarring  spi- 
rits.    The  heretics  caballed  M'ithout  surprising 
him,  and  the  Catholics  triumphed  without  per^ 
secution.     His  conduct  deserves  to  be  Quot- 
ed as  a  model,  for  it  met  with  univei^  ap- 
plause. 
Ha  The  empire  had  the  prospect  of  a  Just  and 

did  m  Ana.  pg^^* g^  rcigu.  Joviau  was  impatiently  expected 
at  Constantinople  and  Rome,  and  he  Mas  eager 
to  receive  the  homage  of  his  subjects  in  those 
two  cities  ;  Jbr  which  purpose  he  set  out  from 
Antioch  in  the  month  of  JJecember.  But  his 
good  fortune  vanished  like  a  flash  of  lightning. 
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Wliile  on  his  journey  through  Galatia,  he  was 
found  dead  in  his  bed,  having,  probably,  been 
sufibcated  by  the  vapour  of  charcoal  with  which 
his  chamber  had  been  warmed.  At  his  death 
he  was  only  thirty-three  years  of  age.  Although 
his  reign  was  too  short,  it  may  be  looked  upon  as 
having  been  of  great  advantage  to  Christianity. 
Had  the  successor  of  Julian,  like  him,  profess- 
ed idolatry,  and  prosecuted  his  plan  of  policy 
for  the  destruction  of  the  Christian  religion, 
two  examples  of  this  kind  would,  perhaps,  nave 
drawn  on  others  ;  and  a  third  Pagan  emperor 
would  probably  have  extended  the  mischief 
wide.  It  is  a  miracle,  in  the  order  of  Provi- 
dence, to  see  the  most  mortifying  rehgion  esta- 
blish itself  in  the  midst  of  obstacles,  notwith- 
standing the  faults  and  dissensions  of  its  follow- 
ers. 


VALENTINIAN  I.  EMPEROR  IN  THE  WEST. 

VALENS  IN  THE  EAST. 


After  an  interregnum  of  some  days,  the  army,  ^  sei. 
then  encamped  at  Nice,  in  Bithynia,  chose  for  proclaimed 
emperor  Valentinian,  who  had  stopped  at  An-   theSmy. 
cyra.  His  father,  Gratian,  was  a  native  of  Pan- 
nonia,  of  an  obscure  family,  who,  by  his  valour 
and  uncommon  strength  of  body,  had  raised 
himself  from  the  rank  of  a  common  soldier  to 
the  dignity  of  count  of  Africa.  The  son,  tread- 

aa2 
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ing  in  his  steps,  had  acquired  reputation  in  the 
army,  and,  though  illiterate,  excessively  severe, 
and  too  avaricious,  distinguished  himself  by 
virtues  worthy  of  the  throne. 

Denrad  to      As  soou  as  iic  was  iuvcstcd  with  the  ensi^^ 
"■""     of  his  dignity,  the  soldiers  required  him,  with 
loud  clamours,  to  name  a  colleague,  that  the 
empire  might  no  more  he  exposed  to  the  misfor- 
tune of  remaining  without  a  head.     Not  in  the 
least  intimidated  by  this  sedition,  he  thus  ad- 
dressed the  troops  :  *  It  was  in  your  power, ' 
said  he  to  them,  *  to  have  made  another  empe- 
ror ;  but  as  I  am  by  your  choice  raised  to  that 
dignity,  it  is  now  my  province  to  command,  and 
yours  to  obey.     I  ao  not  refuse  to  take  a  col- 
league ;  but  I  reserve  to  myself  the  right  of 
choosing,  at  such  an  opportunity  as   I  shall 
think  proper,  a  man  wortny  of  you  and  of  me.* 
This  discourse  imposed  silence  on  the  muti- 
neers ;    and,  a  short   time  after,  Valentinian 
named  his  brother  Valens,  Augustus;  in  which 
he  certainly  less  regarded  the  public  good  than 
the  interest  of  his  ramily.    One  of  his  captaina 
had  frankly  said  to  him„  if  you  have  a  regard 
for  your  family,  you  have  a  brother ;  if  you 
love  the  state,  choose  the  most  deserving  ;  an 
advice  by  which  he  ought  to  have  profited. 

DbMi^Qf  The  barbarians  having  no  longer  a  Julian  to 
^  fear,  had  put  themselves  in  motion,  and  renew- 
ed their  incursions.  The  Alemains  poured  into 
Gaul  and  Rhaetia  (the  counties  of  Tyrol,  Trent, 
&c.),  the  Quadi  and  Sarmatians  into  Panno- 
uia,  the  Picts  and  Scots  into  the  Roman  terri- 
tories in  Britain,  the  Goths  into  Thrace,  a  num- 
ber of  Moorish  tribes  into  the  provinces  of  Afri- 
ca ;  and  Sapor,  thinkmg  himself  freed  from  all 
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engagements  by  the  de^th  of  Jovian,  attempt- 
ed the  conquest  of  Armenia,  which  had  former^ 
ly  been  a  part  of  the  Persian  empire.  In  order 
to  make  head  against  so  many  eneoQii^s,  the  two 
emperors  divided  their  dominions.  Valens  had 
the  East,  i.  e.  Egypt,  Asia,  and  Thrace  ;  Valen- 
tinian  reserving  the  West  to  himself,  not  that 
he  preferred  Rome  to  Constantinople,  as  might 
be  imagined ;  for,  after  the  time  of  Constant 
tins,  the  emperor  had  ordinarily  resided  at  Mi^ 
Ian,  as  being  situated  almost  in  the  centre  of 
his  dominions. 

During  those  times  of  confusion,  one  of  the  Y^^^ 
most  essential  measures  was  the  recruiting  of  "**j^ 
the  public  treasury,  which  had  been  exhausted  v^entiiiiMu 
by  tne  Persian  war,  and  the  maintenance  of  in- 
ternal tranquiUity,  which  was  incessantly  dis-> 
turbed  by  the  differences  of  religion.   For  this 
pui-pose,  Valentinian  made  several  political  re<r 

fulations.  He  declared,  that  no  person  should 
e  exempted  from  contributing:  towards  the  ex^ 
penses  of  the  war  a^inst  the  barbarians  ;  that 
the  officers  of  his  household  and  th$  magis- 
trates ought  ev^n  to  set  an  example  of  zeal  as 
well  as  the  clergy,  whose  peculiar  profession  i^ 
is  to  relieve  the  miserable.  It  is  observed,  that 
Constantius  had  exempted  the  clerks  from  this 
tax  precisely  for  the  same  reason,  saying,  that 
their  gain  would  turn  to  the  profit  oi  the  poor. 
But  what  was  the  cQuseqiience,  if  self-interest 
happened  to  be  stronger  than  charity  ? 

The  presents  made  on  some  occasions  to  the     tv 
emperors  by  the  cities  hpd  been  considerably  ^^  g^ 
lessened   by  Julian,  who  always  looked  upon  .  ^^g*^ 
them  as  free  gifts ;  but  Valentinian  converted  "* 
them  into  ^  fi^^ed  tribute,  from  which  none  were 
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exempted  except  the  senators.  Perhaps  neces- 
sity made  him  secure  this  fund  of  supply.  Oae 
thm?  may  be  alleged  in  his  favour,  that  he 
published  severe  laws  against  extortion  ;  the 
oppressions  of  the  collectors  of  the  public  reve- 
nue being  often  more  burdensome  to  the  people 
than  the  taxes  themselves. 
Tokntum  His  couduct  with  regard  to  the  object  of  next 
^**^   importance  was  regulated  bj  the  dictates  of  pru* 

Vaientmian.  ^ence.     Though  a  Christian,  and  determmed. 
Catholic,  he  tolerated  Paganism,  the  proscrip- 
tion of  which  would  have  occasionea  violent 
commotions.    The  priests  were  left  in  full  pos- 
session of  their  privileges  ;  he  even  promised 
rewards  to  those  who  fined  their  station  in  aa 
exemplary  manner.  He  sufiered  the  Romans  to 
keep  their  altar  dedicated  to  Victory,  for  which 
they  showed  so  great  a  predilection.    With  re- 
gard to  the  philosophers,  whose  numbers  had 
prodigiously  increased  during  the  reign  of  Ju- 
lian, he  ordered  those  whose  lives  were  unsuit- 
able to  their  profession  to  return  to  their  own 
country  j  because  it  is  shamefid^  to  use  his  own 
expressions,  for  men  who  boast  of  being  profpf 
against  tJie  attacks  of  misfortune^  not  to  have  suffix 
cient  resolution  to  sliare  mt/i  their  countrymen  tfte 
weight  of  the  public  offices. 

He  wun  He  made  it  a  point  of  duty  not  to  intermed« 
Arum  the  dlc  iu  thcological  disputes,  leaving  to  the  bi- 
*'*'^'  shops  all  doctrinal  matters,  and  concerning  him- 
self only  with  what  affected  the  political  order 
of  society.  If  he  banished  St  Hilary  of  Poitiers 
from  Milan,  it  was  owing  to  the  troubles  excit-. 
ed  by  the  zeal  of  that  ecclesiastic  against  the 
bishop  of  the  city,  who  was  accused  of  Arian«» 
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ism.  Though  the  emperor  entertained  the  high- 
est veneration  for  the  episcopal  character^  he 
opposed  a  barrier  to  the  avidity  of  the  clergy, 
secular  and  regular,  by  prohibiting  them  from 
frequenting  the  houses  of  widows  and  orphans, 
and  confiscating  all  donations,  even  legacies 
made  to  them  by  women,  under  a  pretence  of 
their  being  employed  for  pious  uses.  After  the 
example  of  Constantine,  he  enacted,  that  no 
man,  capable  of  bearing  public  offices,  should 
be  admitted*  into  the  body  of  the  clergy.  Had 
wise  precautions  been  taken  at  the  beginning, 
the  disagreeable  necessity  of  passing  such  laws 
would  have  been  prevented. 

Under  such  a  government,  religious  quarrels 
seemed  extinct,  and  orthodoxy  thereby  gained 
great  advantages.    Valens,  on  the  contrary,  who 
was  a  violent  Arian,  and  of  a  merciless  disposi- 
tion, persecuted  the  Catholics,  without  being; 
able  firmly  to  establish  his  own  sect. 
•     Both  princes  adopted  a  laudable  measui-e  in  ^jSSed 
causing  some  of  the  principal   inhabitants  of      in 
every  town  to  be  chosen,  under  the  title  of  de^  ^tcwM. 
fenders^  for  the  protection  of  the  weak,  the  pre^ 
servation  of  order  and  justice,  the  correction 
of  abuses  and   oppression,  not  by  a  coercive 
power,  which  they  had  not  in  their  hands,  but 
Dy  remonstrances,  judicial  procedures,  and  ap- 

Eeals  to  superior  tribunals.  It  unfortunately 
appens,  that  the  more  prevalent  disorders  are 
in  a  state,  the  less  effectually  can  such  oflices 
be  exercised. 

While  Valentinian  was    employed   in   Gaul  ,£JI^  ^ 
against  the  Alemains,  who,  not  having  received    vS^ 
the  usual  presents,  or  rather  tribute,  bad  cross- 
ed the  Rhme,  and  were  ravaging  the  country, 
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Valens  was  on  the  point  of  being  dethroned. 
Frocopius,  a  relation  of  Julian,  had  disappear- 
ed After  the  death  of  that  prince,  because  he 
was  suspected  of  aiming  at  the  purple.    In  his 
retirement,  he  was  informed  of  the  general  dis- 
affection to  Valens,  who  was  already   repre^ 
sented  as  a  second  Tiberius,  because  his  fxu 
ther-in-law,   Petronius,  was  another  Sejanua, 
The  tyranny  of  the  ancient  emperor  seemed  to 
be  revived,  by  an  edict,  subjecting  to  capital 
punishment,  not  only  the  authors  oi  defamato- 
ry libels,  but  all  in  whose  possession  they  were 
found. 
Procopim        Though  Proco|)ius  had  neither  the  jPenius 
*dM!^  nor  re^plution  requisite  for  the  conduct  ofgreat 
^^     enterprises,  his  firs|;  ajtgmpts  were  attendedwith 
success.     Beinff  proclaimed  emperor  by  a  few 
cohorts,  he  made  nimself  master  of  Constanti- 
nople and  Thrace  without  any  difficulty,  and 
even  seized  upon  Cyzicus,  the  capital  of  the 
coimtrijss  on  the  eastern  co^t  of  the  Helles^ 
pont ;  but  th^  following  year,  by  the  treachery 
of  his  generals,  of  whose  services  he  showed 
himselfunworthy,  he  was  defeated  in  Phrygia, 
and  delivered  up  to  the  emperor,  by  whom  he 
was  immediately  put  to  death, 
WtnwWi      Valentinian  was  too  much  employed  iji  the 
*"      war  with  the  Alemains  to  be  able  to  lend  hi^ 
brother  any  assistance.    Joyinus,  ap  excellent 
general,  who  commanded  in  that  war,  attacked 
the  barbarians,  when  their  army  was  divided, 
defeated  them  in  three  engagements,  and  se-r 
cured  the  frontiers  from  their  incursions.    One 
of  their  kings  being,  contrary  to  the  laws  of 
)iumanity,  han^d  up  by  the  soldiers,  Jovinus 
iresolved  to  punish  their  tribune  for  the  mur- 
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dei%  had  not  they  protested  that  they  alone 
were  guilty  of  it. 

From   this  period  we  shall  see  the  Roman  T^eR^^" 
name  disgraced  hy  a  thousand  atrocious  actions,      and 
From  their  mixthre  with  the  hai'harians,  they  p***^'** 
adopted  thie  paanners  of  those  nations,  to  which 
they  added  their  own  vices,  and  were  no  longer 
startled  at  the  commission  of  treachery,  cruelty, 
and  the  blackest  crimes.     Dreading  the  enter-* 
prices  of  Vithicabus,  another  German  king,  and 
not  being  able  to  secure  his  person,  they  brib- 
ed one  oi  his  domestics  to  assassinate  him.  Had 
their  ancestors  pursued  the  same  conduct,  thp 
name  of  Rome  would  scarce  have  been  meur 
tioned  in  history. 

Valentinian  has  been  reproached  with  com-  ^t^gp^fim 
mitting  several  acts  of  excessive  rigour,  border-     JJ^ 
ing  on  tyranny.    It  was  a  maxim  with  him, 
that  severity  is  the  soul  of  justice^  and  justice  (^ 
wvereignty.    But  he  did  not  reflect  that  the 
man  who  is  really  just,  is  onl]^  rigid  against 
crimes,  and  that  excessive  severity  leads  to  in- 
justice.    The  cplebrated  Praetextatus,  prefect 
of  Rome,  a  zealous   Pagan,   was   better  ac- 
quainted with  those  rules  which  men  in  authori- 
ty ought  to  prescribe  to  themselves.  His  incor- 
jruptible  equity  was  always  tempered  with  mild^ 
ness,  and  nis  decisions  were  invariably  respect-^ 
ed  as  a  source  of  the  public  good;    He  ap- 
peased the  tumults  excited  by  the  schism  of 
iJrsinus  ^  an  afiair  which,  considering  the  scan- 
dal it  raised  in  the  church,  deserves  a  particu^- 
lar  narration,  ^ 

After  the  death  of  pope  Lfiberius,  famous  for     boIL 
having  subscribed  the  Arian  confession,  Dama-  •SSS? 
0US  was  canonically  elected ;  but  the  desire  of  «^^ 


382  TSOL  BLj»TO&T 

brjormn  sad  richer  stirred  tip  a  rrvaL     If  wi 
Riav  believe  Ammiaaa^.  ftmbiciGiB  men 
wfth  ca^er  desire  opoQ  ifas&c  emiant 
wfaicfa  wa.^  (iynattiy  the  post  ot  liaci^iie  and 

/  «T?  he,  ^  tbsft  il 


.  will  give  them  an  opportunity  of  accaznn 

^  a  foitone   by  the   liberalities  of  tbe  w 
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that  they  can  ride  in  chariots,  appear  in  i 
roa^ificent  dres»,  and  keep  a  better  famished 
table  than  aoverei^  princes :  but  it  were  bet- 
ter for  them  did  tney  imitate  s^xne  of  the  bi- 
fthop?  in  tbe  provinces,  who.  by  their  frngalitr, 
simplicity,  and  modestv,  gain  the  love  of  t£c 
eternal  Creator,  and  tlie  respect  of  his  tme 
worshippers. ' 

Ursinus,  a  deacon  of  the  church  of  Rome^fomi- 
ed  a  design  of  depriving  Damasus  of  the  poatifi- 
cate,  secured  a  party,  received  ordination,  and 
stood  a  siege  against  the  papal  authority  and  its 
adherents.  A  cathedral,  in  which  he  entrench- 
ed himself,  became  a  theatre  of  war,  where  one 
hundred  and  thirtv  lives  were  lost.  The  em- 
peror sentenced  him  to  banishment,  and  Pne- 
textatus  drove  out  the  schismatics  by  force  of 
arms ;  but  the  schism  was  not  entirely  healed 
till  several  years  after.  This  mav  be  looked 
upon  as  a  prelude  to  those  dreadful  mischiefs 
which  amoition  engendered  in  the  bosom  of 
the  church.  They  certainly  had  even  then 
grow^n  to  a  very  considerable  height,  as  the 
example  of  so  many  holy  bishops  was  not  suffi- 
cient to  restrain  them. 
orWjuwi  While  the  West  enjoyed  the  sweets  of  tran- 
dralT^  quillity  under  Valentinian,  the  East  was  dis- 
^'•**  tructed  by  the  zeal  of  Valens  for  Arianism,  at 
the  same  time  that  he  drew  upon  the  empire 


OF  THE  ROMANS.  SS3 

a  number  of  enemies  capable  of  overturning  it, 
and  whom  we  shall  soon  see  establishing  their 
dominion  in  the  West.  These  were  the  Goths, 
a  people  before  this  period  renowned  in  his- 
tory, and  who  deserve  our  particular  notice. 

According  to  the  opinion  of  the  most  judi- Scandinwrk 
cious  authors,  the  Goths  originally  inhabited 
the  country  of  Scandinavia,  at  present  Sweden 
and  Norway,  called  by  the  ancients  the  nursery 
of  nations^  one  province  of  which  still  retains 
the  name  of  Gothland.  Some  centuries  before 
the  Christian  era,  they  had  emigrated  in  search 
of  a  settlement  elsewhere,  when  several  of  their 
tribes,  the  Rugii,  the  Vandals,  the  Lombards, 
the  Herculi,  fixed  their  residence  in  Germany. 
In  the  second  century,  the  bulk  of  the  nation 
having  penetrated  to  the  coasts  of  the  Palus 
Mseotis,  established  themselves  in  those  re- 
gions, whence  they  extended  their  conquests 
with  great  rapidity.  Under  the  rei^  of  Va- 
lens  they  gained  possession  of  Dacia,  at  pre- 
sent Walachia,  and  were  distinguished  by  the 
names  of  Ostrog-oths  and  Visigoths ;  the  first 
inhabiting  the  coasts  of  the  !^xine,  and  to- 
wards the  mouths  of  the  Danube,  the  second 
dwelling  along  the  banks  of  that  river. 

Being  men  of  a  fine  figure,  a  martial  dispo-ch«»cterof 
sition,  sound  sense,  remarkable  for  their  chas-  *^*  p«»p*^ 
tity  and  steadiness,  they  were  distinguished 
from  the  herd  of  barbarians  by  their  superior 
qualifications.  Their  princes  bore  only  the 
title  of  judges,  a  name  which  they  looked  upon 
as  more  respectable  than  that  of  Icings.  Their 
laws  were  distinct,  clear,  and  invariably  ob- 
served. They  are  extant  in  the  code  of  Theo- 
doric,  and  shall  be  noticed  afterwards.     Clau- 
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the  lands  of  the  barharians,  who,  in  return,  cut 
the  workmen  to  pieces.  Thus  treaties  con- 
cluded with  a  treacherous  design  served  only 
as  a  preparation  for  new  scenes  of  massacre. 
The  Saxons,  another  tribe  of  barbarians,  who 
sailed  up  the  rivers  in  light  barks,  and  extend- 
ed their  depredations  far  and  wide,  likewise 
experienced  the  perfidy  of  the  Romans.  A 
truce  had  been  granted  them,  with  permission 
to  retire ;  but  they  were  intercepted  by  an  am- 
bush, in  which  they  all  perished,  after  defend- 
ing themselves  like  madmen.  No  advantage 
could  be  reaped  from  such  injurious  conduct, 
unless  the  Romans  could  have  exterminated 
innumerable  nations  whose  revenge  they  pro- 
voked. 

Soon  after  Macrian,  king  of  the  Alemains,   Another 
raising  new  disturbances,  Valentinian,  in  order     *i^ 
to  engage  him  in  a  c}uarrel  with  a  foreign  ene-  ®«™»»y- 
my,  solicited  the  king  of  the  Burgunaians,  a 
nation  near  the  head  of  the  river  Meine,  to 
join  his   forces  against   the  common  enemy. 
The  Burgundians  marched  to  the  banks  of  the 
Rhine ;  but,  not  being  joined  by  the  Romans 
as  they  expected,  flew  into  a  rage  at  the  dis- 
appointment, and,  instead  of  attacking  the  Ale- 
mains,  returned  to  their  own  country,  after 
massacring  all  the  subjects  of  the  empire  who 
fell  into  their  hands. 

The  emperor  did  not  spare  his  own  subjects.  CmdUy 
It  is  true  he  enacted  excellent  laws,  but  his  vaientinian. 
impetuous  and  violent  temper  prompted  him 
to  acts  of  cruelty  and  injustice.  A  governor 
having  solicited  preferment  to  a  better  em- 
ployment, As  he  is  not  content  with  his  present 
office,  cried  the  emperor,  Ixvillgite  him  another: 
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Cut  off  his  head ;  which  order  was  immediatel} 
put  in  execution.  He  fed  two  favourite  bean 
with  the  carcasses  of  those  persons  whom  he 
caused  to  be  put  to  death. 

Maximin^praefect  of  Gaul,  enjoyed  the  g^reat 
est  share  of  his  confidence ;  a  man  of  a  sang^i- 

\   •  nary  temper,  who  had  the  eft'rontery  to  say, 

No  man  must  Jlatter  himself  t/iat  he  is  innocent, 
when  it  is  my  pleasure  t/iat  he  should  be  guilty. 
The  Romans  became  every  day  more  barbar- 

'.  ous  and  abandoned. 

Two  king.      We  shudder  at  beholding  them  treacheix>usly 
?!'J^J5^  imbruing  their  hands  in  the  blood  of  princes. 
by  the    Para,  king  of  Armenia,  being  suspected    by 
Valens,  count  Trajan  was  employed  to  destroy 
him  ;  and  he  was  assassinatea  at  an  entertain- 
ment to  which  he  had  been  invited.    Gabinius, 

'  king  of  the  Quadi,  having  made  some  com- 

plaints, because  Valentinian  had  erected  a  fort 

\  m  his  territories,  a  son  of  the  pnefect  Maximui 

was  sent  into  the  country  with  the  title  oi 
duke,  by  whom  that  unsuspecting  prince  was 
in  like  manner  invited  to  an  entertainmenti 
and  murdered  as  he  rose  from  table. 
87&  This  infamous  deed  occasioned  the  empe-i 
vS»t!liuL.ror's  death.  The  Quadi  passed  the  Danuoe, 
and  laid  waste  the  country  with  fire  and  sword; 
when  Valentinian,  in  return,  ravaging  their 
lands,  they  sent  him  a  submissive  deputation, 
consisting  of  the  principal  men  of  the  nation; 
but  their  dress  was  so  mean,  and  their  appear- 
ance so  rustic,  that  he  took  this  embassy  for 
an  insult ;  and,  straining  his  voice,  in  a  fit  of 
rage  burst  a  vein,  and  soon  after  expired. 
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VALENS  EMPEROR  IN  THE  EAST. 
GRATIAN  IN  THE  WEST. 


Gratian,  eldest  son  of  Valentinian,  then  six-     »j&. 
teen  years  of  age,  had  home  the  title  of  Au-   2S^ 
gustus  from  his  ninth  year.      This  religious 

Erince,  who  was  a  pupil  of  the  poet  Ausonius, 
ad  received  a  religious  and  polite  education, 
rather  than  one  p  oper  to  qualify  him  for  the 
^vemment  of  an  empire ;  and,  to  an  excellent 
iisposition,  joined  a  weakness  of  character 
which  might  he  attended  with  dan^rous  con- 
sequences. The  army  associated  with  him  his 
brother  Valentinian  II.,  an  infant  of  four  years 
of  a^e,  for  whom  he  entertained  a  paternal  af- 
fection. Gratian  begun  his  reign  with  an  act 
of  the  greatest  injustice;  so  obnoxious  are 
princes  to  the  commission  of  enormous  faults, 
when  their  own  judgment  being  insufficient  to 
direct  them,  they  are  blindly  guided  by  the 
passions  of  other  men.  The  most  spotless  in- 
nocence was  blackened  to  him  by  the  intrigues 
of  the  court,  and  he  caused  the  famous  count 
Theodosius  to  be  executed  at  Carthage ;  a  man 
who  had,  a  little  before,  suppressed  a  rebelUon 
raised  by  an  African  prince ;  who  had  saved 
Britain ;  on  all  occasions  shown  himself  the 
firmest  support  of  the  empire ;  and  heighten- 
ed the  lustre  of  his  triumphs  by  the  modesty 
of  his  behaviour. 
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Mmiiu  The  praefect  Maximin  was  probably  the  cause 
"  of  his  condemnation,  but  he  afterwards  met 
with  the  like  fate.  Bein?  convicted  of  several 
crimes,  he  was  beheadea,  as  were  two  other 
instruments  of  tyrannr.  The  emperor  restored 
the  ancient  privilege  of  the  senators,  not  to  be 
put  to  the  torture ;  an  exemption  which  the 
barbarous  Maximin  had  always  treated  with 
contempt. 

The  East  g^w  every  day  more  unhappf 
under  Valens.  That  distrusttul,  mean-spirited, 
and  cruel  prince,  had  for  some  time  curbed  or 
dissemblea  his  vices.  Though  a  persecutor  of 
the  orthodox  religion,  he  had  at  least  shown 
moderation  and  equity  in  other  respects,  and 
had  gained  honour  by  his  defeat  of  the  Goths; 
but,  elated  by  some  slight  advantages  over  the 
Persians,  he  thought  himself  entitled  to  listen 
only  to  the  voice  of  flatter)-,  and  g^ive  the  rein 
to  liis  passions.  Every  one  was  sacrificed  against 
whom  a  calumnious  report  happened  to  be  cir- 
culated, and  he  became  inexorable  in  the  exer* 
cise  of  despotism ;  for  it  was  a  maxim  with  him, 
tkat  'whoever  teas  easily  appeased,  ea^ly  forsook  Ike 
path  of  justice.  Public  hatred  and  frequent  con- 
spiracies demonstrated  the  falsehood  of  his  max- 
im, and  the  injustice  of  his  government. 

So  eagerly  did  the  people  desii*e  his  death, 
that  they  had  recourse  to  magic  in  order  to 
discover  his  successor.  Theodorus,  a  popular 
man  of  respectable  character,  suftcred  himself 
to  be  deluded  by  the  impostures  of  some  pre- 
tenders to  divination,  who  flattei-ed  him  with 
being  destined  to  the  empire,  and  fell  a  sacri- 
fice to  his  foolish  credulity.  This  plot  occa- 
sioned dreadful  executions ;  the  innocent  and 
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g^uilty  suffered  indiscriminately ;  and  the  ficti^ 
tious  accusation  of  magic  subjected  to  the  exe«> 
cutioner  those  who  could  not  be  charged  with 
any  real  crime. 

On  that  occasion  the  fires  were  kindled  for  Mtadmtm 
the  punishment  of  philosophers,  the  greatest  p^^^^, 
part  of  whom  were  mfatuated  with  ridiculous  •'*"*^"«*' 
visions.  With  theii*  books  were  burnt  several 
treatises  of  natural  philosophy,  jurisprudence, 
and  even  polite  literature*  The  celebrated 
Maximus,  Julian's  preceptor,  was  beheaded  at 
Ephesus.  He  owned,  that  he  was  acquainted 
with  the  oracle  in  favour  of  Theodoras ;  but 
added,  that  the  honour  of  philosophy  prohibit- 
ed him  from  betraying  the  secret  of  his  friends* 
*  His  death,'  says  M.  Le  Beau,  ^  appeared  un^ 
just  to  none  but  the  zealous  partisans  of  idol- 
atry.' But  the  crime  for  which  he  suffered  was 
neither  well  authenticated,  nor  in  its  nature  ca- 
pital ;  or  is  it  to  be  supposed  that  he  ought,  at 
such  a  distance  of  time,  to  have  been  punished 
for  teaching  Julian  false  doctrines  ? 

All  that  the  empire  had  hitherto  suffered  TbeHMn 
from  the  barbarians  is  nothing  in  comparison  « iJ^tkMi 
of  what  we  are  now  to  relate*  To  form  a  just  •■  *• 
idea  of  the  revolution,  it  b  necessary  to  be  ac- 

auainted  with  the  Huns,  who,  properly,  were 
le  authors  of  it ;  a  nation  which  bad  struck 
such  terror,  that  the  historian  Jornandes  dep- 
rives its  origin  from  the  commerce  of  devils 
with  witches.  The  learned  M.  de  Guignes  has 
extracted  from  the  Chinese  books  an  account 
of  them  not  to  be  found  elsewhere*  The  Huns, 
a  people  entirely  unknown  in  Europe,  whete 
they  were  one  day  to  commit  such  devasta- 
tions, were  known  in  China  more  than  two 
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thousand  years  before  Christ.  They  inhabited 
a  country  on  the  north  of  that  empire,  extend- 
ing five  hundred  leagues  from  west  to  eas^ 
where  they  bordered  on  the  Mantchew  Tartan, 
and  three  hundred  from  north  to  south,  reach- 
ingto  Tibet  and  the  Great  Wall  of  China. 
MttMof  They  were  a  people  e€[ually  hideous  in  their 
^^'^^JfeT*  appearance,  ana  savage  in  their  manners,  who 
lived  upon  raw  roots  or  flesh,  with  no  other 
dressing  than  what  it  received  between  the 
backs  of  the  horses  and  the  thighs  of  the  riden. 
They  looked  upon  every  kind  of  close  habita- 
tion as  a  tomb ;  led  a  roving,  pastoral  life  in  the 
woods  and  forests,  carrying  their  families  in 
waggons ;  almost  continually  on  horseback,  and 
never  fi^htin^  on  foot ;  of  wonderful  dexteri^ 
in  shootmg  with  the  bow,  even  while  they  flea. 
They  had  their  women  in  common ;  were  unac- 
quainted with  every  virtue,  except  an  intrepid 
courage  and  uncommon  fidelity  to  their  word  ; 
made  continual  incursions  on  the  territories  of 
their  neighbours,  and  eagerly  sought  every  op- 
portunity of  seizing  upon  countnes  more  fa- 
voured by  nature  than  their  own  deserts.  It 
was  to  defend  China  against  these  barbarians 
that  the  emperors  built  tlie  Great  Wall  which 
extends  about  four  hundred  leagues.  In  a  word, 
they  were  the  most  formidable  people  Tartarjr 
.  ever  produced. 
Hu2*  Civil  wars  having  been  kindled  among  them^ 

intoEif^.  the  northern  Huns  were  vanquished,  and  retir- 
ed to  the  west.  Several  hords  rejoined  near  Si- 
beria, and,  being  driven  to  the  south,  by  new 
tribes  pouring  into  Western  Tartary,  passed' 
the  Wolga,  and  attacked  the  Alans,  who  dwelt 
upon  the  coasts  of  the  Palus  Mteotis,  the  sea 
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of  Zabache,  or  Asoph,  a  roving  nation  like 
themselves,  but  of  better  make  and  less  savage ; 
yet  barbarians,  who  flead  their  slain  enemies, 
and  of  the  skin  which  they  took  off,  together 
with  the  head,  made  housmgs  for  their  horses. 
The  Alans  fled,  some  to  the  east,  others  to  the 
west  of  the  Tanais,  the  Don,  and  a  third  party 
towards  the  Danube.  The  Huns  occupied  the 
vast  country  between  the  Wolga  and  the  Ta- 
nais, but  soon  quitted  it  in  quest  of  other  habi-* 
tations. 

Greedy  of  new  conquests,  they  crossed  the  ^*g^*2* 
Tanais,  massacred  the  Alans  and  other  barba-  ^*  nd  ■ 
rous  nations,  or  obliged  them  to  join  their  stan-  ^  ®***'** 
dards  ;  drove  the  Ostrogoths  from  the  Borys- 
thenes,  the -Dnieper,  and  afterwards  from  the 
Niester.     At  last  they  attacked  the  Visigoths, 
whom  they  forced  to  retire  across  the  Danube. 
*  Those  nations, '  says  Montesquieu,  *  seemed 
to  precipitate  themselves  upon  one  another, 
and  Asia  appeared  to  gain  new  weight  in  order 
to  crush  Europe.* 

The  Goths,  whose  king,  Ermaneric,  had  ex-      ^ 
tended  his  conquests  from  the  Danube  to  the  vhigoOtM 
Baltic,  being  struck  with  ^  panic,  and  looking ^"te^iT''* 
upon  the  Huns  as  monsters  who  devoured  men,  ^  ©»»»»«• 
only  thought  of  finding  an  asylum  from  their 
fury.    With  this  design,  the  Visigoths,  to  the 
number  of  two  huncu'ed  thousand,  presented 
themselves  on  the  banks  of  the  Danube,  ear-» 
nestly  entreating  the  Romans  to  grant  them  a 
passage,  and  receive  them  into  tne  empire  as 
subjects,  who  would  spend  the  last  drop  of  their 
blood  in  its  defence.  Messengers  were  despatch- 
ed to  know  the  pleasure  of  Valens,  who,  de- 
lighted with  the  acquisition  of  a  nation  entire^ 
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Kr  comisting  of  soldiers,  without  icfcctiiig 
they  might  one  day  become  formidable 
mies,  granted  them  a  settlement  in  Tl 
condition  that  ther  delivered  up  their 
fore  they  passed  the  river.    But  the 
were  more  eager  to  plunder  than  disaim 
and  the  greatest  part  of  the  barbarians,  rilriiy 
advantage  of  this  fatal  avidity,  preserved  tiiev 
swords  and  javelins,  for  which  ther  willingly 
gave  up  every  thing  else. 
iw^       The  Ostrogoths  next  appeared,  after  hawing 
i^*^'7?r  ^"^^^""P^  for  some  time  m  the  neighbotuimod 
^va,  of  the  Niester.    The  emperor  at  last  began  to 
be  afraid  of  admitting  such  a  multitude  of  dan- 
;erous  guests,  and  rejected  their  demand  ;  bat 
lis  troops  having  quitted  the  Danube  in  order 
to  €»cort  the  new  comers,  whom  they  were  anxi- 
ous to  remove  into  the  interior  parts  of  the 
country,  they  passed  without  opposition.    Thus 
was  the  barrier  thrown  down  between  the  Ro- 
mans  and  that  nation  by  which  they  had  been 
so  long  menaced. 
These  barbarians  being  once  within  the  limits 
■a^    of  the  empire,  it  was  indispensably  necessary  to 
™*^  watch  them  carefully,  ana  avoid  giving  them 
the  least  cause  of  provocation ;   but  Lupicinna, 
Count   of  Thrace,   observed  a  quite  contrary 
conduct.  He  prohibited  them  fiom  purchasii^ 
provisions,  and,  without  taking  any  proper  pre- 
cautions to  keep  them  under,  drove  them  to  the 
utmost  pitch  ot  fiiry.  Under  the  conduct  of  Fri- 
tigem,  they  overspread  Thrace  like  a  deluge^ 
filled  it  with  blood  and  devastation,  and  already 
struck  the  Romans  with  consternation ;  after 
which,  they  invited  the  Huns  and  Alans,  who 
had  driven  them  out  of  their  territories,  to  in- 
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crease  their  army  and  share  in  the  spoils ;  for 
it  was  owin^  to  such  junctions  that  the  barbae 
rians  sometimes  became  so  formidable. 

Valens  concluded  a  peace  with  Sapor,  in  or-  Vakat 
order  to  march  in  person  to  the  aefence  of,^iJJJ^^ 
Thrace.  From  a  groimdless  persuasion  that  the 
Goths  would  defend  the  empire,  he  had  dis- 
charged the  greatest  part  of  the  old  troops ; 
and  levied  from  the  provinces  and  cities  a  tax, 
instead  of  the  quota  of  soldiers  they  usually 
furnished.  In  a  word,  he  had  drawn  the  enemy 
upon  himself,  after  parting  with  the  necessary 
means  of  defence.  His  army  was  composed  of 
raw  troops,  hastily  levied,  at  a  time  when  he 
had  the  greatest  need  of  brave  and  well  disci- 
plined forces. 

He  arrived  at  Constantinople,  the  environs  of     «8. 
which  were  already  infested  oy  the  barbarians ;  qJ^^ 
and  Gratian,  who  had  defeated  the  Alemains,     <^ 
was  marching  in  person  to  his  aid ;  but,  from      ^ 
motives  of  jealousy  and  vanity,  he  would  not  iywS^ 
wait  for  his  colleague,  who,  he  was  afraid,  would 
share  with  him  the  honour  of  the  victory.  His 
hopes  were   cruelly  blasted  by  the  battle   of 
Aorianople,  in  which  Fritigem,  joining  address 
.to  bravery,  cut  the  Roman  army  in  pieces. 
Valens  perished,  but  the  circumstances  of  his 
death  are   unknown.     It  is  said,  that,  being 
wounded,  he  retired  to  a  cottage,  which  the 
Goths  burned  down,  without  knowing  that  he 
was  in  it.     It  is  added,  that  the  people  of  An- 
tioch,  to  express  their  hatred  of  nim,  had  for- 
merly a  custom  of  saying,  by  way  of  impreca- 
tion. So  may  Valens  be  burned  alive  !  The  report 
of  this  imprecation,  with  the  burning  of  the 
cottage,  was  sufficient  to  make  that  account  the 
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most  current,  because  it  approachd  nearest  to 
the  marvellous. 
TheGodM  Had  the  Goths  understood  the  art  of  be- 
'  sieging  towns,  Thrace  must  have  been  entirely 
subdued.  But  they  were  not  even  acquainted 
with  the  machines  necessary  for  that  purpose ; 
and,  though  accustomed  to  brave  death,  were 
so  terrified  by  a  large  stone  shot  from  the  walls 
of  Adrianople,  that,  had  it  not  been  for  the  in- 
terposition of  their  ^nerals,  they  would  have 
immediately  taken  flight.  After  fruitlessly  at- 
tacking Adrianople,  Ferinthus,  and  Constanti- 
nople, they  spread  their  ravages  over  a  wide 
extent  of  country,  and,  bein?  joined  by  other 
troops  of  barbarians,  carried  navoc  into  Achua 
on  one  side,  and  Pannonia  on  the  other.  Friti- 
gem,  amazed  at  meeting  with  no  resistance, 
could  not  help  expressing  his  surprise  at  the 
imprudence  of  the  Komans,  who  thought  them* 
selves  masters  of  a  country  which  tney  could 
not  defend.  They  unqu^sHonahiy  possess  lY,  said 
he,  by  the  same  title  tfmtjlocks  possess  the  meadawB 
"where  they  feed. 
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GRATIAN  AND  VALENTINIAN  11.   EMPE- 
ROES  IN  THE  WEST-     THEODOSIUS  IN 

THE  EAST, 


CHAPTER  I. 

rROM    TH£    ELEVATION    OF    THEODOSIU8    TO    TH£ 

DEATH  OF  GRATIAN. 

Oratian,  on  bis  arrival  at  Constantinople,  see*     979. 
ing  the  necessity  of  procuring  to  himself  a   ^^J^ 
powerful  support,   cast  his  eyes    on  Theodor  ^jj^*^ 
sius,  the  son  of  that  ereat  general  whom  he   ^SH^Hi, 
had  put  to  death,  ana  who,  after  his  &ther's 
execution,  had  retired  into  Spain,  where,  by  his 
conduct,  he  made  himself  equally  respected  and 
beloved.  Being  recalled  to  court,  and  made  ge-^ 
neral  of  the  troops,  he  defeated  an  army  of 
Goths  and  Sarmatians  near  the  Danube,  and 
was  admitted  to  a  share  of  the  sovereignty  by 
the  emperor,  who  yielded  to  him  the  empire  of 
the  East,  with  a  considerable  part  of  lUyria, 
JDacia,  Msbsia,  and  all  Greece,  countries  wnich 
were  then  wasted  by  the  barbarians. 

The  new  Augustus,  who  was  then  thirty-two  ciianeier 
years  of  age,  by  his  courage  and  magnanimity  tvJawm. 
showed  himself  worthy  of  his  dignity.  For  a  good 
prince,  sai4  be,  the  essential  pomt  $s  not  to  Uvc 
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hng^  hut  to  live  xcetl.  His  wife,  Flaccilla,  con- 
stantly excited  him  to  the  practice  of  virtue,  of 
which  she  was  a  pattern,  and  often  repeated  to 
him  these  words  :  Think  of  what  you  have  been^ 
and  what  you  are.  Zosimus  represents  Theodo- 
sius  as  a  voluptuous,  unjust  prince  ;  ^vemed 
by  buffoons  and  eunuchs,  who  filled  his  court ; 
in  himself  deserving  no  praise,  and  indebted  for 
all  his  glory  to  his  generals.     But  this  author's 

Erejudice  against  the  Christian  emperors  renders 
is  testimony  very  suspicious. 
yJS^^      It  is  with  more  reason  that  he  reproaches  The- 
admitted    odosius  with  haviug  doubled  the  commanderies, 
the  tnwpi.  whose  uumbcr  was  already  too  burdensome  to 
the  public ;  and  receiving  the  barbarians  into 
the  troops,  whose  discipline  they  necessarily  cor- 
rupted, at  the  same  time  that  they  learned  the 
art  of  conquering  the  Romans.    An  immense 
number  of  Goths  came  from  the  north  of  the 
Danube  to  serve  in  the  armies  of  the  empire, 
the  greatest  part  with  no  friendly  intenticHis, 
Our  judgment  of  Theodosius  shall  oe  determin- 
ed by  facts. 
otoMu      ^^  shsM  here  give  an  account  of  some  of  hb 
in  fiivour   first  laws,  which  principally  relate  to  the  gene- 
y^u^    ral  order  of  society.    Uavmg  received  baptism 
during  a  dangerous  distemper,  with  which  he 
was  seized  in  the  second  year  of  his  reign,  be 
employed  himself  seriously  in  advancing  the 
interests  of  religion.  By  a  law  addressed  to  the 
people  of  Constantinople,  it  is  enacted,  that  all 
subjects  slxalKprofess  the  catholic  faith  with  re- 
gard to  the  article  of  the  Trinity,  and  that  they 
who  do  not  conform,  shall  ig^ominiously  be 
called  heretics  ;  until^  adds  he,  they  shaU  feel  the 
vengeance  of  God  and  our  awn,  according  as  it  shall 
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please  Divine  Prwidence  to  inspire  us.  By  an- 
other law,  he  ordered  all  criminal  proceaures 
to  be  stoppfed  during  the  time  of  Lent.  His 
reason  for  this  was,  that  ilie  judges  might  not  to 
punish  criminak  at  a  season  when  they  expected 
from  God  the  remission  of  their  aam  transgres- 
sions. A  motive  less  worthy  of  a  legislator,  as 
every  act  of  justice  is  conformable  to  the  laws 
of  the  Deity,  and,  in  order  to  be  effectual, 
ought,  above  all  things,  to  be  speedy.  After 
the  example  of  Valentinian,  in  honour  of  the 
festival  of  Easter,  he  granted  a  free  pardon  to 
all  criminals,  except  those  convicted  of  enor- 
mous crimes.  We  see  that  false  ideas  of  devo- 
tion already  influenced  civil  and  political  affairs. 
This  was  a  great  grievance,  which  will  be  found 
to  increase  m  proportion  as  the  true  principles 
of  government  were  neglected. 

Sy  a  law  really  salutary,  because  it  had  a  ten-   tiw  i«r 
dency  to  remedy  the  horrible  abuse  of  informa-  ^'•^"* 
tions,  which  so  many  princes  had  condemned  fiaKaccoflen 
without  being  able  to  eradicate,  it  was  enacted, 
that  the  accuser  should  be  detained  prisoner,  in 
order  to  suffer  the  punishment  of  retaliation,  if 
the  charge  was  found  false  and  malicious  ;  and 
that  the  process  should  be  quickly  brought  to 
an  issue,  tnat  the  guilty  person  might  be  speedi- 
ly punished,  and  the  innocent  obtain  his  deli- 
verance. 

The  emperor  prohibited  the  officers  sent  into  ExtortioM 
the  provinces  from  making  any  acquisition,  or  ***^** 
receiving  any  present ;  and  established  excel- 
lent regulations  against  the  extortions  of  the 
magistrates.  Some  of  his  predecessors  had 
done  the  same  thing,  though  with  little  advan- 
tage, because  laws  are  good  only  so  far  as  they 
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are  execute ;  and,  under  a  bad  government,  it 
is  impossible  to  enforce  them. 
hw         If  we  consider  those  of  Theodosius,  we  should 

hl^ti^S?  imagine  heresy  utterly  extinguished:     He  for- 

^iHsormm.  bids  the  hctcrodox  from  holding  any  meetiiig 
^ven  in  private  houses  ;  and,  in  case  of  tnms- 
gression,  permits  the  Catholics  to  use  fproe 
aeainst  them.  He  declares  apostates  and  mani- 
cheans  incapable  of  making  a  will,  or  of  i^ 
ceiviug  any  legacy ;  and  entertained  such  ah* 
horrence  against  the  latter,  that  he  pronounced 
them  worthy  of  death.  He  successively  as- 
sembled a  number  of  coimcils,  to  fix  the  faith 
which  had  been  already  fixed  by  a  multitude 
of  decisions.  But  without  speaking  of  the  vast 
disorders  occasioned  by  pex*mitting  individuals 
to  proceed  to  violence,  we  shall  only  observe, 
that  these  laws  were  so  far  from  remedying  the 
evil,  that  Theodosius  was  obliged  to  renew 
them  every  year.  Not  possessing  a  fund  of 
knowledge  sufficient  to  give  him  Just  ideas  on 
that  subject,  he  pex^haps  imagined  that  religi* 
ous  belief  might  be  changed  at  the  pleasure  of 
an  absolute  master;  which  certainly  was  not  the 
opinion  of  Lactantius,  nor  the  other  fathers  of 
the  church. 

Q^j^jj^,,       Gratian,  with  equal  zeal,   showed  still  less 
cma^  prudence.    Far  from  imitating  hi^  father  Va- 

Ow  Fkgus.  lentinian,  and  supporting  a  worship  which  it 
was  not  in  his  power  to  destroy,  he  provoked 
the  Pagans  by  his  violent  attacks  on  their  reli- 
gion. The  altar  of  victory  in  the  senate  was 
thrown  down,  the  revenues  of  the  pontifis  con- 
fiscated, the  privileges  of  the  inferior  priests 
and  of  the  vestals  withdrawn.  In  vain  did  the 
Pagan  senators  present  a  petition,  praying  i^ 
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repeal  of  those  ordinances.    The  emperor,  pre- 

{'udiced  by  St  Ambrose,  bishop  of  Milan,  who 
loped  the  total  ruin  of  idolatry,  would  not  even 
admit  their  deputies  to  an  audience  ;  and  their 
affections  were  still  more  alienated  by  his  re- 
fusing the  title  of  Pontifex  Maximtis^  which 
was  an  appendage  of  the  imperial  dignity. 

Rome  being  afflicted  by  a  famine,  the  people  Maadmui  ■ 
did  not  fail  to  attribute  it  to  the  wrath  of  the  ^^"^Swf 
gods;  and  Gratian  seeing  himself  become  an 
object  of  hatred  to  his  subjects,  lavished  his  &- 
vours  on  the  Alans,  and  other  barbarians,  whom 
he  preferred  to  all  offices  in  the  court  and  army, 
and  even  wore  their  dress.  A  general  revolt 
was  ready  to  break  out,  and  Maximus,  gover- 
nor of  Britain,  made  the  best  use  of  the  cir- 
cumstances. His  troops  refusing  any  longer 
to  acknowledge  an  emperor  whom  they  ac- 
cused of  disavowing  the  Romans,  proclaimed 
Maximus,  and  invested  him  with  the  purple, 
which,  though  he  eagerly  desired,  yet,  from  a 
shameful  hypocrisy,  but  often  one  of  the  fa- 
vourite instruments  of  ambition,  he  seemed  to 
accept  with  reluctance. 

Maximus,  without  losing  time,  crossed  the      »& 
northern  part  of  Gaul,  and  met  the  army  of  Gra-  £^^ 
tian  near  Paris,  who  being  abandoned  by  his  ^^JS^ 
troops,  fled  precipitately  towards  the  Alps.  All  the 
cities  shutting  their  gates  against  him,  he  put 
on  a  disguise  in  order  to  escape  the  pursuit  of 
his  enemies  ;   but  nowhere    meeting  with  i^ 
faithful  friend,  was  betrayed  and  murdered. 
Perhaps  the  encomiums  lavished  upon  him  by 
St  Ambrose  are  in  part  owing  to  pi'ejudice. 
Philostox*gus,  an  Arian,  has  compared  nim  to 
Nero;  but  by  the  ^nerality  gf  nistorians,  he 
has  been  represented  as  a  good  emperor. 
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Grait        It  was  a  great  advantage  to  the  church  thit 
^'iw^s?  Ambrose,  who  was  respected  and  beloved  hj 
^Bibnte.  the  emperors,  uniting  to  a  great  genius  the 
commanding  influence  of  the  primitive  virtueiy 
made  religion  still  more  venerable  by  his  ex- 
ample than  authority.    If  we  do  not   equally 
approve  all  his  principles,  and  all  the  steps  to 
*  which  he  was  prompted  by  his  zeal,  we  cannot 
suspect  the  intentions  of  a  man,  who, '  from  a 
military  life,  was  called  to  the  episcopacy  as  a 
pattern  of  sanctity,  and  who  made  it  a  duty  to 
sell  the  church  plate  for  the  relief  of  the  needy. 


CHAPTER  II. 

FROM  TH£  ACCOMMODATION  OF  VALENTINIAK  H* 
WITH  MAXIMUS,  TO  THE  MASSACRE  OF  THUSSA^ 
L.ONICA. 

8B8.     Yalentikian  II.,  collcaguc  and  brother  of  Gnu 
Vakntauan  ^j^^^^  bciug  ouly  twclvc  ycars  of  age,  his  mother 
Justina  governed  the  empire  in  his  name.     As 
his  tender  age  rendered  him  incapable  of  sup- 
porting the  weight  of  a  war,  he  concluded  an 
accommodation  with  Maximus,  who,  on  condi- 
tion  of  possessing  Gaul,  Spain,  and  Britain, 
suffered   nim  to   retain  the  other  provinces. 
Even  Theodosius  acknowledged  the  tyrant's 
unlawful  title,  because  it  was  not  yet  in  his 
power  to  dethrone  him. 
L«w  of       This  prince,  who  had  gained  repeated  vie- 
^^^1^^^  tories  over  the  barbarians,   still   laboured  to 
'"•'ri.r^  strengthen  his  own  authority.    To  the  toils  of 
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War  he  joined  the  cares  of  legislation ;  but,  oh 
some  occasions,  showed  that  he  wanted  a  suffi- 
cient share  of  sagacity  to  entitle  him  to  the 
name  of  a  great  legislator.  Of  this  we  have 
an  instance  m  a  law  condemning  to  the  flames 
cousins-german  who  married  without  a  special 
dispensation  from  the  emperor. 

To  enact  so  severe  a  punishment  against  al- 
liances which  had  before  been  permitted,  and, 
after  that,  still  to  permit  them  by  a  dispensa- 
tion, was  a  strange  inconsistency.  Justinian 
restored  the  former  latitude  with  regard  to 
those  marriages ;  but  the  canon  law  has  adopt- 
ed the  regulation  of  Theodosius,  and  many 
new  restrictions  have  in  process  of  time  been 
added. 

Notwithstanding  so  many  edicts  In  favour  of^DwAof 
Christianity,  the  empire  was  still  disturbed  by 
the  quarrels  between  the  old  and  new  religions. 
Prsetextatus,  whose  eminent  virtue  made  him 
the  firmest  support  of  idolatry,  at  the  same 
time  that  it  procured  him  the  esteem  even  of 
the  Christians,  was  dead  ;  but  Symmachus,  the 
new  prsefect  of  Rome,  in  some  degree  inherit- 
ed his  sentiments.  Several  men  of  worthless 
characters  being  raised  to  dignities,  this  man,  in 
a  letter  to  Valentinian,  had  the  courage  to  tell 
him,  that  men  qf  honour  could  always  be  found  to 
supply  the  offices  qf  state  ;  that  in  order  to  discover 
them,  tlie  Jirst  step  was  to  reject  all  solicitors  for 
places,  and  among  tlie  rest  would  certainly  bejbttnd 
people  who  deserved  tliem.  M.  Le  Beau  conjec- 
tures, that  this  remonstrance  was  answered  by 
a  rescript  to  Symmachus,  conceived  in  the  fol- 
lowing terms :  It  is  not  permitted  to  reason  on 
the  decisions  qf  the  sovereign  ;  to  call  in  question 
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ffie  merit  of  a  man  whom  he  hath  honoured  with  his 

choice^  is  an  offence  against  the  majesty  qfthe  em^ 

peror.     Here  we  see,  on  one  side,  the  honest 

freedom  of  a  magistrate  zealous  for  the  public 

weal ;  on  the  other,  all  the  pride  of  despotism. 

i^<«       Unhappily  this   magistrate   showed   himself 

SymmachttB  equallv  a  favourer  of  idolatry,  whether  he  ap^ 

"*  ^r"'  proved  of  it  in  itself,  or  rather  believed  it  in- 

**»'»*T^'  grafted  into  the  constitution  of  the  empire. 

He  presented  to  the  emperor  a  petition  in  name 

of  the  senate,  praying  the  restoration  of  the 

altar  of  victory,    and  the  privileges   of   the 

Eriesthood ;  in  which  he  insisted  irpon  the  to- 
oration  granted  by  Constantine,  Jovian,  and 
Valentinian  I. ;  attributing  the  ancient  pros- 
perity of  Rome  to  the  worship  of  the  gods, 
and  its  misfortunes  to  their  vengeance. 
St  Am^rcpe  St  Ambrosc  immediately  drew  up  a  counter 
^■J^i^  petition,  in  which  he  eloquently  defended  the 
cause  of  Christianity,  and  remonstrated  with 
energy  against  the  injustice  of  the  Pagans  : 
*  They  complain  of  their  losses, '  says  he  in  his 
address  to  the  emperor,  ^  those  very  men  who 
never  spared  our  blood,  who  levelled  our 
churches  with  the  ground.  They  demand  im- 
munities, who,  under  Julian,  refused  us  the 
common  privilege  of  speaking  and  teaching. ' 
His  answer  to  Symmachus  is  still  more  spirit- 
ed. The  council  had  given  their  opinions  in 
favour  of  the  petition ;  but  Valentinian  follow^ 
ed  the  advice  of  St  Ambrose,  and  it  was  re- 
jected. The  Christians  were  satisfied,  and 
things  ought  to  have  been  carried  no  farther ; 
however,  some  calumniators  were  desirous  of 
ruining  Symmachus ;  but  he  exculpated  him- 
self even  by  the  testimony  of  pope  Damasus, 
as  well  as  that  of  the  whole  city. 
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Could  an^  thing  have  prevented  the  triumph  VaieDtinka 
of  Christianity,  it  would  have  been  the  fatal  di-  J^^ 
visions  among  Christians.  Valentinian's  mother 
Justina,  an  oDstinate  Arian,  easily  infected  him  . 
with  her  own  errors.  Being  desirous  of  pro- 
curing for  that  sect  a  church  in  Milan,  the 
emperor  solicited  the  bishop  to  grant  them  one, 
which  St  Ambrose  refusing,  a  party  of  soldiers 
were  sent  with  orders  to  seize  it  by  force  ;  but 
being  excommunicated  by  him,  the  greatest 
part  retired,  upon  which  the  eunuch  CalTigonus, 
the  grand  chamberlain,  was  despatched  from 
court  with  violent  menaces  against  the  prelate. 
What!  dare  you  disobey  the  emperor?  said  he, 
/  shall  sever  your  head  from  your  shoulders. 
Strike,  replied  the  holy  man,  /  am  prepared  to 
die ;  thou  wilt  do  the  office  of  an  eunuch^  I  of  a 
bishop.  From  that  time  Valentinian  looked 
upon  him  as  an  enemy ;  and  the  lords  of  the 
court  entreating  him  to  go  to  the  church  in 
order  to  make  a  reconcihation,  he  replied,  / 
believe  that  if  Ambrose  gave  you  orders,  you  wrnld 
deliver  me  up  to  him  pinioned  hand  and  foot.  But 
the  persecution  ceased  upon  the  interposition 
of  Maximus,  whose  power  was  dreaded. 

This  usurper  had  always  affected  a  great  zeal  Afiected 
for  religion.  From  the  very  beginning  of  his  ^l^^^ 
reigpi,  his  court,  which  he  kept  at  Treves,  was 
filled  with  bishops,  whose  affluence  seemed  to 
justify  his  revolt.  According  to  an  ecclesiasti- 
cal historian  of  that  time,  they  prostituted  their 
dignity  by  mean  flatteries.  6ut  St  Martin  of 
Tours  maintained  the  honour  of  the  episcopate, 
by  never  appearing  before  Maximus  but  in  the 
character  ot  a  true  minister  of  God,  for  the 
god  of  mankind,    and  the  glory  of  religion^ 
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A  pattern  of  patience  and  charity,  he  taught  by 
his  example  how  error  ought  to  be  corrected. 
Condemnft-  The  scct  of  Priscilliauists,  which  resembled 
pJJ^ai^  several  others,  comprehended  under  the  gene- 
Me^  ral  name  of  Manicheism,  began  to  make  a  noise 
in  Spain,  where  it  originally  took  its  rise.  Its 
founder,  Priscillian,  a  Spanish  bishop,  was  on 
the  point  of  being  condemned  in  the  council  of 
Bourdeaux  ;  but  ne  refused  to  answer,  and,  in 
consequence  of  an  appeal  to  the  emperor,  was 
conducted  to  Maximus,  together  with  his  dis- 
ciples. Idatius  and  Ithacus,  two  bishops  of 
fiery  zeal,  persecuted  him  with  all  the  fury  of 
fanaticism.  In  vain  did  Martin  oppose  pro- 
ceeding to  violence,  and  argue,  that,  in  such  a 
case,  afflictive  penalties  would  be  unjust.  Not- 
withstanding his  remonstrances  and  entreaties, 
Maximus  condemned  the  Priscillianists  to  death. 
Such  fruits  had  the  sanguinary  zeal  of  those 

S relates,  a  zeal  which  had  been  so  clearly  con- 
emned  by  the  Saviour  of  the  world,  and  is 
equally  repugnant  to  reason  and  the  gospel. 
Tne  cnurch  testified  its  just  abhorrence  of  the 
deed ;  and  the  two  bisnops  were  excommuni- 
cated. The  falsity  of  their  principles  was  de- 
monstrated by  experience ;  for  the  followers  of 
Priscillian  reverenced  him  as  a  martyr,  and  hid 
heresy  continued  to  the  end  of  the  sixth  cen- 
tury. Persecution  has  almost  always  produced 
the  same  effect,  of  which  we  shall  meet  but 
with  too  many  examples. 
SBs.  Maximus,  under  a  mask  of  zeal  and  hypo- 
of  crisy,  concealed  the  design  of  new  usurpations. 
.;  jj^  threatened  Valentinian  with  a  war  if  he  con- 
tinued to  favour  Arianism ;  but  this  was  only 
a  vain  pretence  to  seize  upon  his  dominions. 
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Ambrose,  who  was  sent  to  negotiate  with  thid 
zealous  Catholic,  only  irritated  him  by  refusing 
to  communicate  with  the  two  bishops  who  had 
been  authors  of  the  massacre  of  the  Priscillian<^ 
ists.   Maximus,  without  losing  a  moment,  pass* 
ed  the  Alps ;  and  the  youn^  emperor  fled  to 
Theodosius,  who  armed  in  his  cause,  took  into 
his  pay  a  number  of  barbarians  inured  to  fa* 
tigue,  but  always  of  treacherous  disposition; 
and  in  Pannonia  gained  two  victories  over  the 
usurper,  whom,  considering  his  nimierous  army, 
it  would  perhaps  have  been  impossible  to  van- 
quish, had  he  kept  behind  the  Julian  Alps.    In 
his  flight  he  was  taken  near  Aquileia,  and  con- 
ducted to  Theodosius,  who,  according  to  the 
generality  of  historians,  after  venting  his  re- 
sentment in  reproaches,  was  on  the  point  of 
Eronouncing  his  pardon,   when  some  officers 
urried  him  out  of  the  prasence,  and  struck  off 
his  head.     The  Pagans  had  declared  for  the 
usurper,  in  hopes  tr^t  he  would  again  establish 
their  religion ;  and  the  Christians  opposed  him, 
because  he  had  ordered  the  rebuilding  of  a 
Jewish  synagogue  which  had  been  burnt  by 
the  populace  of  Rome. 

A  synago^e  having  been  in  like  manner  de-  vioieiioei  or 
stroyed  by  the  Christians  at  Callinicum,  and  a  n!S£.>, 
temple  ot  heretics  by  the  monks,  Theodosius 
ordered  thexa  to  be  rebuilt,  and  these  violences 
to  be  punished.  Ambrose,  who  had  lately  dis- 
suaded him  from  restoring  to  the  senate  the 
altar  of  victory,  likewise  obtained  the  revoca- 
tion of  an  order  which  he  thought  contrary  to 
the  divine  law.  He  wrote  to  the  prince,  that 
*  the  Christians  would  be  prevaricators  if  they 
obeyed  him,  or  martyrs  if  they  chose  rather  to 
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obey  God.  *  He  added,  *  the  violences  so  oftei< 
committed  a^inst  the  chmrch  had  been  left 
unpunished.  What  a  shame  for  a  Christian  em- 
eror  to  give  room  for  the  reproach  of  arming* 
is  hands  only  to  revenge  the  cause  of  heretics 
and  Jews  ! '  However,  this  holy  prelate,  even 
by  his  refusal  to  communicate  with  the  two 
sanguinary  bishops,  had  given  a  proof  of  those 
charitable  principles  which  ought  to  regulate 
the  conduct  both  of  princes  and  prelates. 

Some  Christians,  oeing  emboldened  to  de-^ 

^llSSSd.  stroy  and  pillage  the  synagogues,  committed 
so  great  excesses,  that  Theodosius  was  after- 
wards obliged  to  cause  them  to  be  severely 
punished,  declaring  that  the  sect  of  the  Jews, 
not  being  proscribed  by  any  law,  ought  to  have 
the  free  exercise  of  their  religion  through  the 
whole  empire. 

iwdonot  Moderate  in  his  victory,  he  had  restored  the 
**to**  whole  empire  of  the  West  to  young  Valenti- 
nian ;  and,  during  a  residence  of  three  years  in 
Italy,  governed  for  him  as  a  father  or  guardian. 
His  principal  aim  at  that  time  being  the  de- 
struction of  Paganism,  on  his  arrival  at  Rome 
he  exhorted  the  senators  to  embrace  a  religion, 
whose  morality,  equally  simple  and  sublime, 
was  capable  of  raising  the  most  illiterate  and 
lowest  of  mankind  above  the  greatest  philoso- 

Ehers.  It  was  represented  to  him,  on  the  other 
and,  that  Rome  had  flourished  for  more  than 
twelve  centuries  under  the  protection  of  her 
gods  }  and  that  it  would  be  imprudent  to  aban- 
oon  them  for  a  new  religion,  which  perhaps 
would  not  produce  equally  good  effects ;  upon 
which  he  aismissed  the  senators,  after  declar- 
ing that  the   expense  of  their  impious  sacri- 
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fices  should  no  longer  be  defrayed  by  the  pub- 
lic treasury,  the  state  being  in  want  of  solaiers, 
not  of  victims.  The  suppression  of  the  funds 
destined  for  the  sacrifices  was  in  fact  shutting 
up  the  temples. 

Theodosms  likewise  permitted  the  demolition  Ymkom 
of  the  monuments  of  idolatry,  reserving  how-  Ai«^lJidru. 
ever  the  statues  to  ornament  the  city,  and  issued 
severe  orders  through  the  whole  empire,  which 
were  so  rigidly  put  in  execution  at  Alexandria, 
by  Theophilus  tne  bishop,  as  to  raise  seditions 
among  the  Egyptians,  who  beheld  with  horror 
their  temples  demolished,  and  the  cheats  of 
their  priests  discovered,  who  easily  deluded  the 

Eeople  by  pretended  oracles  delivered  through 
ollow  statues.  The  same  orders  were  exe- 
cuted in  Syria ;  but  in  some  places  the  resist- 
ance was  so  violent,  that  the  temples  were  only 
shut  up.  As  the  popular  religion  was  in  some 
measure  attached  to  sensible  objects,  it  must, 
of  necessity,  fall  with  those  objects  of  its  vene- 
ration. 

By  a  law  of  the  emperor,  passed  in  392,  every  prfvito 
man  was  forbidden  to  celebrate  any  sacrifice,  or  ^J^^ 
make  any  ofiering  even  within  his  own  house ; 
or  to  light  tapers,  bum  incense,  or  hang  up 
garlands  in  honour  of  the  domestic  gods.  AU 
who  dared  to  offer  a  sacrifice,  or  consult  the 
entrails  of  victims,  were  declared  guilty  of  high 
treason;  the  houses  in  which  incense  was. offer- 
ed, and  the  lands  where  trees  were  ornamented 
with  fillets,  were  confiscated.  The  officers  and 
defenders  of  the  cities  were  enjoined  to  lodge 
informations  against  the  guilty  ;  and  the  ma- 
gistrates and  their  deputies  were  fined  thirty 
pounds  weight  of  gold,  in  case  of  failure  in 
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their  duty.  Notwithstanding  such  rigid  law^^ 
the  private  sacrifices  were  Ion?  continued,  axui 
even  some  public  idolatrous  solemnities. 
Ujwntoro  Theodosius  established  inquisitors  for  the  dis^ 
^i^^j^covery  of  heretics.  He  drove  the  Manicheansi 
from  Rome  as  infamous  persons ;  and,  on  their 
death,  ordered  their  goods  to  be  distributed 
among  the  people.  This  severity  was  copied 
by  pope  Sincius,  who  prohibited  all  that  fol- 
lowed their  heresy  from  being  received  into 
the  communion ;  and  in  case  they  were  really 
converted,  ordered  them  to  be  shut  up  in  mo- 
nasteries, where  they  were  subjected  to  severe 
penance,  prohibiting  them  from  receiving  the 
eucharist  till  on  their  deathbed.  This  was  not 
the  method  to  facilitate  conversions.  The 
name  of  Manicheans  became  common  to  innu^ 
merable  sects  of  fanatics,  always  accused  of  se- 
cret abominations.  Manicheism  had  its  origin 
in  Persia ;  and  its  characteristic  distinction  was 
the  doctrine  of  two  eternal  independent  prin- 
ciples, the  one  ffood,  the  other  bad.  St  Augrus- 
tine  was  tainted  with  this  heresy  in  his  youth. 

Without  examining  how  far  princes  may  pru- 
dently carry  violence  in  matters  of  religion,  I 
>"^  observe  as  an  historian,  that  Theodosius  soon 
felt  the  inconvenience  of  those  excesses  to 
which  his  laws  gave  birth ;  for  every  person 
imagining  that  he  had  a  right  to  muraer  the 
Manicheans  as  proscribed  persons,  he  was  ob* 
li^d  to  prohibit  it  under  pain  of  death.  No- 
thing is  more  dangerous  than  to  arm  one  spe- 
cies of  fanaticism  against  another;  nor  more 
difficult  than  to  discover  how  far  penal  laws  of 
this  nature  may  be  enforced,  witnout  hurting 
the  cause  of  religion,  or  the  rights  of  society. 
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CHAPTER  III. 


END  OF  THE  REIGN  OF  THEODOSIUS. 


AijL  the  gloiy  which  Theodosius  had  acquired  99a 
from  his  zeal  and  exploits  was  eclipsed  hythe  ^'"^ 
celebrated  massacre  of  Thessalonica.  That '"»■■'"■»»» 
capital  of  lUyria  was  filled  with  a  licentious 
people,  passionately  fond  of  public  shows ;  and 
the  governor,  with  several  persons  of  distinc- 
tion, being  killed  in  a  sedition  at  the  time  of 
the  races,  for  refusing  to  set  at  liberty  a  cha- 
rioteer whom  he  had  imprisoned,  the  emperor 
was  so  provoked  at  the  news,  that  though  he 
was  pacified,  or  appeared  to  be  pacified  by  the 
bishops  of  a  council  of  Milan,  yet,  at  the  insti- 
gation of  his  £&vourite  Rufinus  and  his  par- 
sans,  an  artfiil  and  hypocritical  courtier,  who 
had  imposed  upon  Symmachus,  and  even  gain- 
ed the  friendship  of  St  Ambrose,  an  universal 
massacre  of  the  Thessalonians  was  ordered. 
This  barbarous  order  was  but  too  well  execut- 
ed. The  inhabitants  were  assembled  in  the 
circus,  under  pretence  of  an  exhibition  of 
games,  and  slaughtered  without  distinction  of 
age  or  sex.  Seven  thousand  according  to  some, 
according  to  others  fifteen  thousand,  tne  great- 
est part  unquestionably  innocent,  were  sacri^ 
ficea  to  an  atrocious  revenge. 

This  was  an  occasion  which  ought  to  kindle  Anbran 
the  episcopal  zeal  in  the  cause  of  humanity.     * 
St  Ambrose  refused  the  emperor  admittance 
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into  the  church ;  and,  on  his  urging  the  ex- 
ample of  David,  replied,  StTtce  you  hate  imtaied 
his  crime,  imitate  his  repentance.  Theodosius 
obeyed ;  and,  after  eight  months  retirement, 
earnestly  entreated  a  reconciliation,  when  the 
bishop,  in  order  for  the  future  to  prevent  the 
ill  effects  of  his  choler,  caused  him  to  pass  a 
law  suspending  the  execution  of  all  sentences 
of  death,  and  even  confiscation,  till  thirty  days 
after  they  were  p^sed ;  a  law  which,  though 
founded  upon  laudable  motives,  is  yet  produo^ 
tive  of  inconveniences.  After  this  the  bishop 
admitted  him  into  the  church,  and  prescribed 
bis  penance ;  during  which  Theodosius  wore 
none  of  the  ornaments  of  his  dignity,  though 
without  losing  any  portion  of  the  authority 
which  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  priesthood 
to  g^ve,  to  take  away,  or  to  suspend. 
Tbeodonu  Some  ycars  before  SB?,  religion  had  ^ined 
^"^  over  him  a  more  glorious  victory,  by  hinder- 
mvsaam  ing  him  from  gratifying  his  revenge, "and  pre^ 
Aptiodi.  yenting  his  remprse.  The  people  of  Antioch 
made  ai)  insurrection  on  account  of  an  extnu 
ordinary  impost  levied  for  the  emperor's  de- 
cermalSy  under  which  name  was  celebrated  the 
tenth  year  of  the  emperor's  reign,  at  the  ex-^ 
pense  pf  the  people,  already  overburdened  with 
taxes.  The  ^edition  was  so  violent,  that  the 
statues  of  Theodosius  and  his  family  were  ig- 
nominipusly  thrown  down.  Though  the  ma- 
gistrates Had  punished  the  delinquents  with 
the  utmost  severity,  he  resolved,  in  his  first 
transports,  to  bury  the  inhabitants  of  the  city 
under  its  ruins ;  but  reason  in  some  degree  re- 
gaining her  ascendant,  he  contented  nimself 
with  ordering  it  to  be  deprived  of  its  territory; 
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its  privileges,  and  reduced  to  the  state  of  a 
common  town,  after  all  who  had  been  concern- 
ed  in  the  sedition  were  executed  :  But  Flavian, 
bishop  pf  Antipch,  throwing  himself  at  his  feet, 
implored  his  clemency  ;  and,  by  enforcing  the 
motives  of  religion,  obtained  pardon  for  the 
unhappy  people,  whp  expected  nothing  but 
destruction.  Can  9,ny  person  be  blind  enough, 
after  this  instance,  not  to  see  the  adyaatages  of 
Christianity  ? 

As  every  human  institution  degenerates,  the  The  monkt 
monks,  who  were  originally  devoted  to  a  deep  di^ISL 
solitude,  and  the  practice  of  extraordinary  vir-  *|.^ 
tues,  were  become  too  numerous  to  live  in  con- 
formity  to  their  rules.  From  that  time,  havr 
ing  for  the  most  part  only  a  false  vocation,  q^ 
losing  sight  of  their  duty,  they  frequented  the 
cities,  spent  their  time  m  disputes,  in  attend^ 
ance  pn  the  gxeat,  intrigues,  cabals,  intermed- 
dling in  all  ^airs,  civil  and  ecclesiastical,  and 
pften  signalizing  their  fanatic  zeal  by  intoler- 
9.ble  vimences.  Upon  a  complaint  from  the 
magistrates,  Theocjosius  fprbid  the  monks  to 
appear  in  the  cities,  or  quit  their  solitudes ; 
but  two  years  after  he  revoKed  his  edict,  which 
was  the  principal  cause  of  the  continual  dis^ 
turbances  in  the  East ;  where  the  monks  ac- 
quired 90  great  an  ascendant  over  the  people 
^s  even  to  domineer  in  the  courts;  and  rose 
to  such  a  height  of  power,  that  nonje-  were 
phosen  to  bisljoprics  excj?pt  out  of  their  nimiy 
her. 

The  West,  after  the  departure  of  Theodor     s». 
sius,  saw  another  revolution  similar  to  that  by   deJSSjST 
which  Gratian  had  fallen  a  sacrifice.     Valen- ^■'•J^'*^ 
^iniaii  ha4  corrected  his  faults ;  he  was  just, 
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sober,  assiduous,  had  got  rid  of  his  prejudices 
for  Arianisni,  and  promised  an  equitaole  go- 
vernment, when  the  ambition  of  a  haughty 
subject  exposed  him  to  the  greatest  misfor- 
tunes. Aroogastes,  by  birth  a  Frank,  of  gi'eat 
abilities  in  war,  respectable  by  his  services, 
and  even  honoured  with  the  confidence  of 
Theodosius,  at  once  assumed,  by  his  own  au- 
thority, the  title  of  General,  valentinian  at- 
tempting to  make  him  resign  it,  /  do  not  hoU 
that  title  ofyou^  said  Arbogastes  insolently,  and 
I  mil  keep  it  in  spite  of  you.  After  this  decla- 
ration, tnat  general  soon  perceived  that  he 
could  not  secure  his  life,  except  by  the  com- 
mission of  a  crime.  He  caused  the  emperor 
to  be  destroyed  when  only  twenty  years  ot  age, 
and  put  Eugenius  in  his  place,  with  a  design 
to  govern  under  his  name. 
-BofgenMM  This  man,  who  was  at  first  a  teacher  of  rhe* 
toric,  had  risen  to  the  post  of  secretary  to  Va- 
lentinian, and  been  artful  enough  to  insinuate 
himself  into  the  friendship  of  St  Ambrose,  but 
could  only  be  a  phantom.  He  sent  deputies  to 
Theodosius,  among  whom  he  took  particular 
care  that  there  should  be  a  number  of  bishops 
and  priests  whom  he  had  gained  by  his  arti- 
fices. Theodosius  dissembled,  received  the 
deputies  kindly,  gave  them  hopes,  and  made 
preparations  for  war.  Eugenius,  master  of 
the  West,  on  his  arrival  in  Italy,  consented, 
after  a  few  refusals,  to  the  reestablishment  of 
Paganism.  The  temples  were  again  opened, 
and  crowded  by  the  worshippers;  for  Rome 
could  not  conquer  her  ancient  superstitions, 
and  gave  a  visible  proof  to  what  violence  her 
enthusiasm  had  been  inflamed  by  severity. 
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Mean  time,  Theodosius  seemed  in  perfect  sMw 
tranquillity ;  but  this  was  only  with  design  to  ^^JJ 
secure  the  success  of  his  enterprise.  At  last,  ^>^ 
having  collected  his  forces,  he  passed  the  Alps, 
and  near  Aquileia  gained  a  oecisive  victory. 
Eu^nius  was  dragged  to  his  feet,  loaded  with 
chams,  and  condemned  to  death.  Arbogastes, 
obliged  to  wander  as  a  fugitive,  and  hotly  pur- 
sued, by  a  voluntary  death  escaped  the  hands 
of  the  executioner.  The  emperor  treated  the 
rest  of  his  accomplices  with  clemency.  The 
following  year  he  died,  in  the  fiftieth  of  his 
age,  after  dividing  the  empire  between  his  two 
sons,  Arcadius  and  Honorius ;  to  the  first  of 
whom  he  assigned  the  East,  to  the  latter  the 
West. 

The  reign  of  Theodosius  appears  the  more  Erery  oa^ 
glorious,  as,  after  him,  we  shall  only  meet  with  £[S^ 
scenes  of  ruin  .and  misfortune  ;  and  it  required  nroiutiaM. 
uncommon  abilities  to  suspend  the  revolutions. 
Every  thing  prognosticated  decay.  An  arbi- 
trary government  without  any  fixed  rules ;  a 
mixture  of  barbarians  who  had  corrupted  the 
ancient  principles ;  millions  of  other  barbarians 
who  waited  the  moment  of  swallowing  up  the 
empire  as  a  prey  worthy  of  their  rapacity ; 
pompous  courts  nlled  witri  eunuchs  and  minis- 
ters of  voluptuousness,  where  intrigue  and  a- 
dulation  almost  always  reined  tnumphant; 
luxury,  carried  to  such  a  pitch  in  the  midst 
of  the  most  wretched  poverty,  that  in  some 
houses  there  might  be  reckoned  no  less  than 
two  thousand  domestics  adorned  with  brace- 
lets and  collars  of  gold ;  a  general  corrup- 
tion of  manners  from  the  court  to  the  cot- 
tage; religious  quarrels  which  broke  all  the 
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bonds  of  concord  among  subjects  divided  on 
their  articles  of  faith  ;  and  a  beginning  of  ig- 
norance, which  every  day  more  and  more  dark- 
ened the  light  of  reason,  as  well  as  a  taste  for 
the  really  beautiful.     Instead  of  just  ideas  and 
solid  matter,  plays  of  words  and  vain  subtil- 
ties  were  substituted.     When  literature  decays, 
and  cultivated  minds  take  a  false  direction,  die 
science   of   government    must  necessarily   be 
obscured.     Accordingly,  we  have  already  ob- 
served many  injudicious  and  even  permcious 
kiws. 
Profcne       The  most  estimable  profane  authors  of  those 
*"    "*   times  are  Ammianus  Marcellinus,  whom  I  have 
several  times  mentioned  ;  Eutropius,  author  of 
the  Epitome;  Libanius,  a  sophist,  who  is  some- 
times eloquent ;  Symmachus,  whose  letters  are 
extant  in  ten  books ;   Themistius,   praefect  of 
Constantinople,  a  philosopher  esteemed  by  all 
the   emperors ;    Eunapias    and    Zogimus,    re- 
proached for  their  partiality  against  the  ChnV 
tians ;  Vegetius,  wno  wrote  upon  the  miUtary 
art ;  and,  to  close  the  list,  Pappus  and  Theon, 
mathematicians   of   Alexandria.      Theodosius 
ordered  the  works  of  Porphyry  to  be  burnt. 
Literntof      It  is  not  to  bc  woudcrcd  that  the  true  prin- 
'"^S^rf^  ciples  of  the  finances  should  be  unknown,  be- 
per  cent,  causc  tlie  Romaus  had  never  possessed  but  a 
very  imperfect  knowledge  of  their  theory.     In 
order  to  put  a  check  upon  usury,  which  had 
broken  through  all  bounds,  Theodosius  fixed 
the  interest  of  money  on  the  ancient  footing  at 
twelve  per  cent. 
Invention       To  his  age  is  referred  the  invention  of  win- 
wi^ow   dow  glass.      It  is  remarkable  that  glass  had 
giMfc    been  &iown  for  several  ages  before  men  thought 
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of  applying  it  to  this  purpose.  Wheel- clocks, 
wind  and  water-mills,  were  inventions  reser\'ed 
for  ages  of  barbarism,  where  the  human  mind 
was  on  the  verge  of  sinking  into  the  thickest 
darkness. 
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LAST  EPOCH. 

THE  BARBARIANS  ESTABLISHED  IN  THE 

EMPIRE.     ARCADIUS  EMPEROR  IN  THE 

EAST.    HONORIUS  IN  THE  WEST. 


CHAPTER  I. 

TO   THE  TIME  OF  THE  FIRST  EXPEDITION  OF  ALA* 

RIC  INTO  ITALY. 

We  are  now  to  give  the  history  of  two  yoone 
princes,  who,  from  their  age,  character,  ana 
want  of  education,  caused  by  a  defect  of  ge* 
of  nius,  were  totally  unable  to  support  the  weight 
'  of  government  in  such  tempestuous  times  as 
would  have  required  the  utmost  efforts  of  men 
of  uncommon  abilities.  We  shall  see  their  mi- 
nisters, women,  and  eunuchs,  manage  the  go- 
vemment  for  them,  and  the  empire,  falling  m- 
to  ruins  on  every  side,  sink  at  once  under  the 
miseries  of  a  vicious  administration  and  the  at- 
tacks of  numberless  foreign  enemies.  Arca- 
dius  was  but  seventeen  years  of  age,  and  Ho- 
norius  ten.  Rufinus,  mmister  of  the  first,  and 
Stilico  of  the  other,  very  soon  abused  the  au- 
thority which  had  been  intrusted  to  them  by 
Theoaosius. 
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Rufinus,  a  native  of  Gascony,  had  raised-  Rufinof 
himself  about  the  end  of  the  last  reign  to  be     g^ 
praefect  of  the  East,  which   he  attained  by   J^|^ 
working  the  ruin  of  Tatian,   who  held   that 
office,  and  of  Proculus,  the  son  of  Tatian,  the 
praefect  of  Constantinople,  two  estimable  men, 
of  whom  he  was  both   the   accuser  and  the 
judge.     Strange  that  Theodosius  should  per-> 
mit  it !     The  ambition  of  this  minister  made 
him  capable  of  sacrificing  every  thing  to  his 
own  interest,  which  he  artfully  concealed  un- 
der the  mask  of  justice.     Stilico,  a  Vandal  by 
birth,  and  related  to  the  imperial  family,  was 
no  less  ambitious  and  unprincipled  than  the  o- 
ther ;  but  he  was  more  circumspect,  of  supe- 
rior  abilities,  affecting  a  life  of  magnificence, 
and  carrying  his  purposes  by  the  low  means  of 
a  corrupt  selfish  neart.     Under  these  two  mi- 
nisters, every  thin^  was  set  up  to  sale ;   and 
offices  were  so  prodigiously  increased,  that  the 
prince's  agents^  whom  Julian  had  reduced  to 
seventeen,  were  now  ten  thousand.     We  may 
judge  of  other  things  by  this  specimen. 

When  acquiring  a  fortune  is  the  main  ob-  Jtakngf 
ject,  every  idea  of  patriotism  is  lost,  and  mi-  RufiwiK 
nisters  of  such  dispositions  will  not  hesitate  to 
sell  their  master  when  they  can  turn  it  to  their 
own  advantage.  Rufinus  dreaded  Stilico,  who 
alleged  that  ne  had  been  appointed  regent  of 
both  empires  by  Theodosius  :  but  he  was  still 
more  jealous  ot  Eutropius,  a  worthless  eunuch, 
who  had  sprung  from  the  dunghill,  and  ac- 
auired  such  influence  on  the  mind  of  Arcadius, 
tnat  he  made  him  marry  Eudoxia,  though  Ru- 
finus intended  him  for  nis  own  daughter.  Ru- 
finus, whose  ambition  made  him  desirous  in 
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€(6ine  degree  to  share  the  title  of  Augustus 
with  his  master,  took  a  desperate  resouition^ 
worthy  of  such  a  detestable  character. 
imta  ihe  To  preveut  the  attempts  of  Stilico,  and  to 
*^3^S^  make  himself  of  greater  consecjuence  to  Arca- 
cmpire.  dius,  hc  sccrctly  invited  the  barbarians  to  in- 
vade the  empire.  The  Huns  immediately  cross-' 
ed  the  Tanais,  came  down  from  Mount  Cauca- 
sus, laid  waste  Annenia,  Cappadocia,  Cilicia, 
Syria,  and  even  made  Antioch  tremble.  The 
Gk)ths,  led  by  Alaric,  having,  at  the  same  time, 
passed  the  I>anube,  poured  in  upon  the  pro- 
vinces lying  between  the  Adriatic  and  Con^ 
stantinople.  Rufinus  entered  their  camp  to 
negociate  a  peace,  and  persuaded  them  to  with- 
draw from  tnat  city ;  but  though  he  desired  to 
claim  credit  to  himself  from  the  transaction, 
his  success  in  the  negociation  is  a  strong  proof 
against  him. 
siiUoo  By  the  indefatigable  care,  abilities,  and  mi- 
^Sl^l^Jy  litary  reputation  of  Stilico,  he  made  the  bar- 
barians m  the  West  desirous  of  peace.  He  inu 
mediately  marched  against  Alaric,  and  with  a 
numerous  army,  composed  of  the  troops  of  £u- 
^nius  and  Theodosius,  came  up  with  him  oa 
tne  plains  of  Thessaly.  In  the  instant  when 
they  were  going  to  engage,  the  troops  that 
belonged  to  Arcadius  were  ordered  to  with- 
draw from  the  rest,  and  retuni  to  Constan- 
tinople ;  an  order  which  had  been  dictated  by 
Runnus  to  check  the  progress  of  his  rival. 
GainMrnor-  StiUco  would  uot  by  auv  mcaus  detain  them, 
R^oa.  ^^^  ^^^t  them  back  under  the  command  of 
Gainas,  a  brave  Gothic  officer,  who  was  privy 
to  his  schemes  of  revenge,  and  resolved  to 
execute  them.     It  was  with  sorrow  that  the 
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army  of  the  East  separated  from  that  of  the 
West ;  and  Arcadius,  with  his  minister,  whom 
he  was  to  have  nominated  his  colleague  on  that 
very  day,  went  out  of  the  city  to  receive  the 
homage  of  his  troops;  when,  upon  a  signal 
from  Gainas,  they  set  upon  Rufinus,  and  mur- 
dered him  in  the  emperor's  presence.  He  was 
succeeded  by  the  eunuch  Eutropius,  who  en- 
riched himself  with  his  spoils,  and,  like  him, 
became  the  scourge  of  the  state  and  the  peo- 
ple. 

After  the  retreat  of  Stilico,  for  when  he  had      S96. 
lost  half  of  his  army,  he  durst  not  venture  an     tacL**" 
engagement,  Alaric  fell  upon  Greece,  took  A-    ®'*^- 
thens,  and  ruined  Peloponnesus.    Though  that 
country  made  a  part  of  the  Eastern  empire, 
the  brave  Stilico  entered  it  to  attack  the  Goths, 
without  consulting  Arcadius,  who  was  sunk  in 
effeminacy.     He  surrounded  them  in  the  for^ 
ests  of  Arcadia,  where  they  must  have  perish- 
ed, if  Stilico,  who  was  as  much  a  man  of  plea- 
sure as  of  courage,  had  not  given  himself  up 
to  debauchery,  instead  of  profiting  by  the  situa- 
tion into  which  he  had  reduced  the  enemy. 
Alaric  did  not  let  slip  the  opportunity  to  escape, 
and  carried  off  all  his  plunder. 

Eutropius,  induced  dv  hatred  against  Rufi-  R«p«iMd 
nus,  had  formerly  united  with  Stilico,  but  from  gJ^X^ 
jealousy  was  now  become  his  enemy,  and  caus- 
ed him  to  be  declared  the  enemy  of  the  em- 
pire, for  having  attacked  the  barbarians  in 
Greece,  while  he  himself  had  abandoned  it  to 
be  plundered.  Not  satisfied  with  this  insult, 
he  had  the  meanness  to  treat  with  Alaric,  and 
to  procure  for  him  the  government  of  eastern 
lUyria,  in  which  Greece  was  comprehended. 
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This  insolent  slave  made  himself  equally  odious 
and  ridiculous,  by  proscribing  some  of  the 
most  deserving  people  of  the  state^  and  oppres* 
sing  the  unhappy  with  new  grievances,  as  well 
as.  by  putting  himself  at  the  head  of  the  army, 
without  either  ability  or  inclination  to  perform 
any  military  exploit.  Hoping  to  govern  his 
master  by  procuring  him  amusements,  he  per- 
suaded the  prince  to  make  an  annual  excursion 
to  Ancyra,  a  great  distance  from  Constantinople, 
where  the  summer  was  spent  in  splendid  festi- 
vals: after  which,  Arcadius  returned  to  his 
capital  in  triumph. 
9^„^ied  During  one  of  these  ioumies,  a  dreadful  law 
Jjjjjj^  was  promulgated,  by  which  the  interest  of  the 
emperor  was  sacrificed  to  that  of  his  minister. 
It  declared,  that  whoever  conspired,  or  schem- 
ed a  conspiracy  against  the  life  of  tlie  emper- 
or's counsellors,  or  any  of  the  chief  magistrates, 
should  not  only  be  condemned  to  death  as  guilty 
of  high  treason,  though  the  plot  should  oe  in 
no  part  executed,  but  likewise  their  children 
be  doomed  to  infamy  and  perpetual  povertr  ; 
and  all  who  should  intercede  for  them  be  de- 
clared infamous.  All  who  were  concerned  in  the 
offence,  they  and  their  children;  were  to  be  sub- 
ject to  the  same  punishments.  Rewards  were 
promised  to  whoever  should  discover  the  c<m- 
spiracy  from  the  beginning,  and  impunity  to 
accomplices  revealing  it.  Even  Sejanus  iiad 
conceived  nothing  so  bad  during  the  reign  of 
Tiberius.  The  crime  of  high  treason  being 
extended  to  so  many  objects,  lessened  the  hor- 
ror of  attempts  against  the  person  of  the  prince; 
but  Arcadius  liad  not  capacity  to  distmguidi 
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the  difference,  and  thought  only  as  Eutropius 
pleased  to  dictate. 

The  talents  of  Honorius  were  not  superior     m. 
to  those  of  his  brother,  and  the  contempt  with ^^AftkT "* 
which  they  were  re^rded  disposed  the  people  Jg^ 
to  rebel.     Count  Gildo,  an  old,  cruel,  wicked         "*" 
debauchee,  presumed  to  shake  off  the  yoke  of 
the  empire  in  Africa ;  and  murdered  the  child- 
ren of  his  brother  Mascezil,  who  had  taken 
shelter  in  Rome,  and  who,  from  that  time,  he* 
erne  his  most  irreconcileable  enemy.     Stilico 
sent  Mascezil  against  him  with  a  small  army, 
and  proposed  to  follow  him  to  conclude  the 
war ;  but  it  was  ended  the  first  campaign,  in 
which  Gildo  was  defeated,  and  strangled  him- 
self with  his  own  hands.   Mascezil,  at  his  re- 
turn, was  rewarded  with  the  blackest  treachery, 
as  Stilico,  either  from  distrust  or  jealousy,  caus- 
ed him  to  be  thrown  headlong  from  a  bridge  in-* 
to  a  river,  where  he  was  drowned. 

That  minister  was  at  least  possessed  of  abili*  £attmnaf 
ties  and  personal  courage,  which  at  first  con-  the  ^ 
cealed  his  faults;  but  Eutropius  was  only  a ^^^'^'^'^^P' 
compound  of  baseness  and  malignity ;  yet  he 
entirely  governed  the  emperor,  was  flattered 
by  the  court,  and  detested  oy  the  people.  Ar- 
cadius,  not  satisfied  with  raising  him  to  the 
rank  of  patrician,  named  him  consul.  For  when 
the  empire  was  divided,  each  emperor  named  a 
consul,  one  for  the  East,  the  other  for  the  West ; 
but  this  scandal  to  the  consulship  excited  an 
universal,  though  silent,  indignation ;  and  the 
eunuch,  who  exulted  as  if  he  had  been  out  of 
fortune's  reach,  very  soon  experienced  the  in- 
security of  a  detested  elevation,  founded  upon 
g^ilt  and  meanness. 
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9».         His  secret  enemy,  count  Tribiffild,  a     _. 

^'^^S^  officer,  revolted,  and  laid  waste  the  country  of 
J^^Ib  Asia ;  and  Gainas,  a  relation  of  the  count,  who 
«gw«*    held  a  correspondence  with  him,  was  sent  to 
*"*"*^  command  against  him.   Another  army  was  des- 
patched, imder  the  conduct  of  Leo,  a  wool- 
carder,  and  a  favourite  worthy  of  Eutropius. 
Tribi?ild,  with  three  hundred  men,  surprised 
this  ridiculous,  general  in  the  night,  and,  oeingp 
seconded  by  Gainas,  gained  a  complete  victory. 
Gainas  then  wrote  to  the  emperor,  that  he  could 
not  conquer  Tribigild,  who  had  made  an  ofier 
of  peace,  upon  condition  that  Eutropius  should 
be  delivered  up  to  him ;  and  advised  nim  not  to 
hesitate  between  his  own  safety  and  the  fate  of 
his  minister. 

^<^j«gF«"     Arcadius,  terrified  by  the  Goths,  and  a  slave 
by      to  Eutropius,  could  not  determine  what  step  to 

*'***™*"*^take.  Such  was  the  assurance  of  the  eunuch, 
that  he  one  day  threatened  to  turn  the  em- 
press Eudoxia  out  of  the  palace.  This  haughty 
princess,  by  complaints,  tears^  and  entreaties, 
at  last  prevailed  with  her  husband  to  grant  an 
order  for  his  being  arrested.  He  fled  for  shel- 
ter to  a  church ;  and  the  bishop  St  Chrysostom, 
who  was  guided  by  the  opinions  of  the  times, 
which  held  asylums  inviolable,  prohibited  the 
guards  of  the  prince  from  entering,  and  the 
emperor  came  to  entreat  the  soldiers  not  to 
violate  it ;  but  Eutropius  having  left  it  in  the 
ni^ht,  with  a  design  of  making  his  escape,  was 
seized  and  banished  for  life. 

Rij>c^o«i      Both  Gainas  and  Eudoxia  wished    to  take 

toraiBh!iii.his  life,  and  carried  on  an  extravagant  process 
against  the  exile.  They  accused  nim  of  hav* 
ing  usurped  the  imperial  privileges,  because. 
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at  the  festival,  on  his  being  nominated  consul, 
he  had  made  use  of  the  Cappadocian  horses, 
which  were  intended  solely  for  the  emperor ; 
and,  as  if  he  had  not  been  sufficiently  criminal 
in  other  respects,  he  was  condemned  on  this 
frivolous  pretence,  and  beheaded. 

Arcadius  being  delivered  from  one  imperi-  400. 
ous  ruler,  found  another  eaually  so  in  his  wife,  ,2^liid 
who  became  the  arbitress  of  the  empire,  though  P^* 
by  no  means  worthy  of  governing,  as  she  was  "*' 
guided  entirely  by  women  and  eunuchs.  Gain- 
as,  whose  treaiShery  was  evident,  though  he 
put  on  a  mask  of  fidelity,  very  soon  reoelled 
openly,  and  marched  towards  Constantinople. 
The  emperor  wrote  to  him  immediately  to  in- 
form him  that  he  was  ready  to  satisfy  his  de- 
mands as  soon  as  he  should  make  them  known. 
The  general  of  the  Goths  at  first  required,  that 
three  of  the  chief  nobles  of  the  court  should 
be  put  into  his  power.  This  was  agreed  to, 
and  they  voluntarily  went  to  surrender.  He 
next  required  -  that  the  emperor  should  meet 
him  at  Chalcedon,  to  conclude  a  treaty  of  peace. 
Arcadius  went  to  Chalcedon,  continued  tne  re- 
bel his  general,  bestowed  upon  him  the  ensigns 
of  the  consulship,  and  Gainas,  with  still  the 
same  inclinations  for  rebellion,  returned  to  Con- 
stantinople, The  emperor  was  nothing  in  his 
presence ! 

As  the  barbarians  were  easily  led  by  motives  Bnth 
of  interest  to  change  their  religion,  the  Goths  ^^^ 
of  the  empire  had  embraced  Christianity;  but 
being  mostly  Arians,  they  were  excluded  from 
the  churches.  Gainas,  therefore,  demanded  a 
church  for  himself  and  his  people.  Arcadius 
represented  to  St  Chrysostom  the  danger  of  re- 

dd2 
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losing;  hat  the  intrepid  bishop  would  not  coq- 
sent,  and  therefore  the  Goths  again  took  up 
arms.  Gainas  not  being  able  to  take  the  city, 
in  which  a  number  of  his  soldiers  had  been 
massacred,  and  more  than  seven  thousand  burnt 
in  a  church,  attempted  to  pass  the  Hellespont 
in  wretched  boats,  and  in  the  presence  of  the 
enemy's  fleet ;  but  he  did  not  succeed,  and  sus- 
tained considerable  loss  also  in  this  attempt. 
He  then  retired  towards  the  Danube,  in  hopes 
of  finding  an  asylum  beyond  that  river ;  but 
the  Huns  not  choosing  such  a  neighbour,  at- 
tacked and  defeated  his  army,  Gainas  himself 
having  fallen  in  the  engagement. 


CHAPTER  n, 

ALARIC    IK    ITALY.        GAUL    LAID     WASTE.        SPAIK 
CONQU£R£D  BT  TH£  VANDALS. 

.  .^^r  Alaric,  a  sreneral  of  abilities  superior  to  Gat- 
thrMtoM  nas,  did  not  long  continue  at  peace  in  Illynas 
**^  where  he  commanded,  but^  being  proclaimed 
king  of  the  Visigoths  by  his  army,  who  were 
dissatisfied  with  the  Rcnnans,  prepared  to  pe- 
netrate into  Italy,  and  to  take  possession  of 
Rome.  After  one  fruitless  attempt,  he  passed 
the  Alps,  while  the  legions  were  employed  in 
Rhaetia  against  the  Germans.  The  territory  of 
Venice,  and  even  Liguria,  were  already  infested^ 
and  Rome  trembled  at  their  approacn.  Stilico 
repaired  the  walls,  and  encouraged  Honorius, 
whose  object  was  to  leave  Milan,  and  retire  into 
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GftuL  He  then  assembled  troops,  deceived 
Alaric,  by  promising  him  a  settlement  beyond 
the  Alps  in  the  emperor's  name,  and  then  sud- 
denly attacked  him  at  Polentia  at  present  a 
town  in  Piedmont.  The  king  of  the  V  isigoths 
defended  himself  with  such  courage  and  abili- 
ty,  that  the  victory  was  undecide£  Upon  the 
faith  of  a  new  treaty,  he  began  his  march  to 
return  by  the  Julian  Alps,  when  Stilico,  by  a 
second  act  of  treachery,  thou^  he  could  not 
conG[uer  him,  exposed  him  to  the  danger  of  pe- 
rishmg.  Being  abandoned  by  his  soloiers,  who 
deserted  from  want  of  provisions,  and  allure- 
ments offered  to  them  by  the  enemy,  he  return- 
ed to  lUyria,  abhorring  Roman  treachery,  and 
breathing  vengeance. 

The  timid  Honorius  at  that  time  transferred  Hoooriai 
his  court  to  Ravenna,  a  place  of  great  strength,  to'S^^L. 
from  whence  he  could  easily  pass  to  Epirus,  so 
that  it  became  the  capital  of  the  West.  Maxi- 
mian  had  formerly  fixed  his  court  at  Milan, 
that  he  might  be  near  enough  to  protect  the 
provinces  ;  but  the  sole  object  of  Honorius  was 
self-preservation.  It  was  to  no  purpose  that  Mi- 
lan and  Rome  sent  deputies  to  prevail  with  the 
emperor  that  they  might  obtain  the  preference 
of  Ravenna. 

The  barbarians  were  now  acquainted  with  AmWtii>M 
the  route  to  Italy ;  but  the  empire  had  no  force  J^jl 
to  oppose  them  but  mercenary  troops,  among 
whom  were  a  number  of  barbarians  well  inclin- 
ed to  betray  their  trust.  Military  discipline 
was  entirely  at  an  end  in  the  army,  and  every 
sentiment  of  honour  and  love  of  country  efia- 
ced  from  the  minds  of  the  people ;  so  thiat  no- 
thing could  be  reascHiably  expected  but  a  sue- 
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cession  of  misfortunes.  The  ambitious  policy 
of  Stilico  contributed  to  the  public  disasters  ; 
he  hoped,  at  least,  that  his  son  Eucherius,  cou- 
sin of  the  two  emperors,  would  succeed  to  the 
diadem,  and  that  expectation  was  strengthened 
by  the  wife  of  Honorius  having  no  cnildren. 
l!iiat  he  might  accomplish  his  purpose,  he  at^ 
tempted  to  weaken  and  distress  both  empires. 
These  are  the  conjectures  of  historians,  which 
have  been  sometimes  received  as  certain  truths. 
According  to  them,  Alaric  seemed  to  be  a  ne- 
cessary instrument,  and  was  gained  over  by  his 
offers  to  unite  with  him  in  conquering  Eastern 
Illyria,  as  part  of  the  territory  of  Honorius  ; 
but  that  design  was  interrupted  in  the  execu« 
tion  by  an  imexpected  invasion  of  the  Goths. 

Raaagaisus,  tneir  chief,  with  two  hundred 
thousand  men,  poured  in  upon  Italy,  where  the 
minds  of  the  Roman  people  were  so  depraved 
by  superstition,  and  attacned  to  idolatry,  that 
they  congratulated  themselves  upon  this  invar 
3ion.    Being  convinced  that  their  gods  were  a^- 
bout  to  revenge  their  own  cause,  they  insulted 
Christianity,  which,  they  said,  was  the  ruin  ^ 
nations,  and  the  scourge  qfOte  rtvrld :  but,  happi- 
ly, their  hopes  were  frustrated.     Radagaisus 
laid  siege  to  Florence,  but  without  precaution, 
■  or  any  knowledge  of  the  art  of  war ;  when  Sti- 
lico, naving  been  reinforced  by  the  Huns,  and 
by  a  Gothic  leader,  attacked,  defeated,  made 
him  prisoner,  and  caused  him  to  be  beheaded. 
Of  the  whole  multitude  of  enemies,  only  twelve 
thousand  escaped,  many  more  having  iallen  by 
^      hunger  and  disease  than  by  the  sword. 
ofmn        Italy  was  scarcely  freed  from  those  enemies, 
iiHiMrini.  \yheu  ^  dreadful  irruption  of  barbarians,  Alans. 


Italjr. 


OF  TH£  ROMANS.  427 

Vandals,  and  Suevi,  overwhelmed  the  Roman 
power  in  Gaul.  If  it  is  true,  as  has  been  men- 
tioned, though  very  improbable,  that  Stilico  had 
invited  them  to  make  the  attempt,  he  did  not 
suspect  that  they  could  have  been  so  speedy, 
or  have  executed  it  before  the  conquest  of  lU 
lyria,  which  he  had  projected  with  Alaric.  To 
give  up  the  empire  to  the  rage  of  barba^rous 
enemies,  was  a  very  extraordinary  method  of 
acquiring  the  sovereign  power. 

The  Vandals,  who  were  of  Gothic  origin,  by  v^ndak. 
mixing  with  the  ancient  Vinili,  were  in  some 
degree  become  Germans,  and  had  communi- 
cated their  name  to  several  German  nations ; 
for  it  was  given  to  the  Bur^undians,  Rueii, 
HeruU,  Lombards,  Angli,  or  £n&^lish,  Thurm- 

gians,  and  othei^s.  Those  we  speak  of  inhabited 
le  country  of  Pannonia,  a  province  of  the  em^ 
pire  where  Stilico  was  bom. 

The  Suevi,  who  were  at  first  a  wandering  soevi. 
nation,  had  formerly  occupied  all  the  country 
lyetween  the  Elbe,  tne  Vistula,  the  Danube,  and 
the  Baltic.  Being  afterwards  divided  into  a 
number  of  hordes,  which  overspread  the  coun- 
try of  Germany,  such  of  them  as  preserved  the 
name  of  Suevi  in  the  time  of  Augustus,  pos- 
sessed the  country  east  of  the  Rhine,  but  were 
compelled  to  retire  into  Bohemia,  a  part  of 
which  was  taken  from  them  by  the  Vandals. 

We  formerly  mentioned  the  Alans.  !From  AIm* 
the  time  they  had  been  driven  from  the  banks 
of  the  Tanais  by  the  Huns,  they  wandered  along 
the  Danube.  They  had  been  of.  g^at  use  in 
the  armies  of  Theodosius  and  Stilico ;  but,  by 
serving  for  hire,  they  had  learned  to  con^uei? 
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and  strip  those  pec^le  whose  hattks  they  fought, 
without  attachment  to  their  cause. 

These  three  nations  having  heen  joined  on 
ir  inarch  by  a  number  of  Huns,  Sarmatians, 
and  others,  crossed  the  Rhine  near  Mentz,  and, 
meeting  with  no  Roman  garrison,  spread  Uke  a 
torrent  as  fkr  as  the  Pyrenees.  The  Alemains 
and  the  Bur^imdians  followed  their  steps ;  the 
last  settling  m  Helvetia,  and  afterwards  in  the 
country  of  Sequani  and  £dui ;  the  others  on 
the  Banks  of  the  Rhine,  from  Basle  to  Mentz. 
The  whole  country  of  Gaul  was  strewed  with 
human  carcases. 

The  army  inBritain,  dismayed  at  the  thoughts 

sCteiL  of  such  a  deluge  of  enemies,  and  despairing  of 
assistance,  declared  a  private  soldier,  of  the 
name  of  Constantine,  emperor,  who  was  after* 
wards  acknowledged  in  Gaul,  and  whose  son, 
Constans,  made  himself  master  of  Spain,  whom 
Honorius  was  compelled  to  receive  as  his  col- 
408.     league. 

AWic  At  the  same  time,  Alaric,  tired  of  waiting 
iato  ife^  three  years  for  Stilico  to  join  him  in  making 
the  commest  of  lUyria,  advanced  with  his  army 
towards  Italy,  and  demanded  a  sum  of  money 
to  indemnify  him  for  the  expense  of  his  expe* 
dition,  and  the  preparations  he  had  made.  The 
emperor  was  then  at  Rome,  and  it  was  debated 
in  the  senate  what  steps  were  proper  to  be  ta- 
ken. The  majority  were  for  war ;  but  Stilico 
caused  it  to  be  determined  to  give  four  thou* 
mad  pounds  weight  of  gold ;  upon  which  one 
of  the  senators  exclaimed,  as  Cicero  did  on  an- 
other  occasion.  Hits  is  not  a  treaty  qfpeace^  but 
tf  contract  qf  slavery  !  The  minister  maintained, 
that  Alaric  had  demanded  nothing  but  wliat  be 


OF  THE  ROMAVS.  429 

was  well  entitled  to,  as  he  had  remained  tliree 
years  in  Epirus  for  the  service  of  Honorius.  A 

Eerson,  who  had  been  indebted  to  Stilico  for 
is  fortune,  took  the  present  opportunity  of 
ruining  him. 

This  courtier,  whose  name  was  Olympius,  otympin 
represented  by  the  Pagans  as  a  hypocrite,  and**"^^*"* 
by  the  Christians  as  a  faithful  deserving  sub-  rfs«ai». 
ject,  persuaded  the  emperor  that  his  minister 
intended  to  usurp  the  throne ;  that  he  was  the 
author  of  the  invasion  by  the  barbarians  ;  that 
his  son,  who  was  bred  a  Pagan,  was  the  object 
to  whom  the  Pagans  looked  up  as  their  chief 
hope ;  and  that  medals  were  already  struck, 
bearing  the  impression  of  the  father  and  the 
son.  The  accuser,  distrusting  the  want  of 
steadiness  in  the  prince,  found  means  to  com- 
pel him  to  act  openly.  He  gained  over  the 
troops  that  were  assembled  at  Pavia;  and,  hav- 
ing inspired  them  with  his  own  sentiments, 
caused  all  the  friends  of  the  minister  to  be  mas- 
sacred in  a  mutiny.  The  soldiers  being  let 
loose,  pillaged  the  town,  without  showing  the 
least  respect  for  Honorius,  who  endeavoured  in 
vain  to  appease  them. 

Stilico  was  at  that  time  in  Ravenna;  and  stoico 
knowing  that  Olympius,  with  the  emperor's  au-  ^^^ 
thority,  had  sent  an  order  for  his  being  arrest- 
ed, took  refuge  in  a  church.  The  officers  went 
thither  to  find  him,  and  having  sworn  that  they 
would  make  no  attempt  upon  his  life,  he  delu 
vered  himself  up  into  their  hands ;  but  they  im- 
mediately produced  a  second  order,  by  which 
he  was  sentenced  to  be  put  to  death  as  a  traitor 
to  his  prince  and  his  country,  and  his  head  was 
cut  off.     His  son  likewise  suffered  the  same 
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fate.  Those  of  his  chief  fnends,  who  were 
still  living,  a  secretary  of  state  and  a  captain  of 
the  guar£,  were  put  to  the  torture ;  but  the  tor-r 
ments  thev  suffered  could  not  draw  fitxn  them 
any  confession. 

Olympius  having  enriched  himself  with  the 
spoils  of  Stilico,  in  his  turn  govemed  in  the 
most  absolute  manner,  disposing  of  every  thing 
in  favour  of  his  own  creatures.  £ven  suppos- 
ing  Stilico  guilty,  the  behaviour  of  Olympius 
proves  him  to  have  been  a  worthless  character. 
The  Roman  soldiers,  to  complete  their  inhu- 
manity, massacred  the  wives  and  children  of  the 
barbarians  who  had  been  attached  to  the  for* 
mer  minister ;  so  that  they,  to  the  number  of 
thirty  thousand,  transported  with  rage  and  in- 
dignation,  fled  to  the  camp  of  Alaric,  to  serve 
under  his  standard. 

Since  Olympius  has  been  praised  by  Symmar 
chus,  we  need  not  be  surprised  at  the  en<x>- 
miums  which  have  been  lavished  upon  him  by 
St  Augustine,  and  other  ecclesiastical  writers, 
as  they  found  a  suflicient  motive  in  the  laws 
which  he  made  in  favour  of  the  church  and  the 
clergy' ;  for  the  laws  of  Honorius  were  those  of 
his  ministers.  Appeals  to  the  bishops  were  au- 
thorized in  all  civu  causes  ;  their  decision  was 
final ;  and  the  secular  power  obliged  to  execute 
the  sentence.  By  this  law,  if  it  had  continued 
in  force,  the  lay  courts  must  have  been  annihi- 
lated. St  Aug^tine  having  complained  to 
Olympius  of  the  violences  committed  by  the 
Pagans  and  Heretics,  they  were  excluded  from 
the  privilege  of  holding  offices ;  the  Catholics 
were  put  in  possession  of  all  the  churches  ;  all 
Pagan  solenmities  were  abolished ;  the  bishops 
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charged  to  attend  to  the  execution  of  these  or- 
ders, and  the  public  officers  to  second  the  bi- 
shops, under  the  penalty  of  paying  a  fine  of 
twenty  pounds  weight  of  gold.  Whoever  dis- 
turbed the  CathoUcs  in  the  exercise  of  their  re- 
ligion were  condemned  to  be  put  to  death ;  and 
they  who  publicly  opposed  their  tenets,  to  be 
banished.  This  was  the  way  to  secure  the  at- 
tachment of  the  orthodox,  out  to  enrage  the 
others,  whom  they  ought  by  no  means  tp  havie 
irritated. 

In  the  year  409,  the  emperor  was  obliged      409. 
to  revoke  the  law  which  excluded  the  Pagans   ^^ 
from  holding  offices.  Generides,  a  barbarian  by  o^«*«^ 
birth,  a  Pagan,  a  worthy  man,  and  brave  officer,    wroked. 
chose  rather  to  quit  the  service  than  to  betray 
his  religion.     The  law  was  not  intended  to  affect 
you^  said  Honorius  to  him,  as  if  the  laws  were 
hot  made  for  the  whole  people ;  but  Generides 
steadily  refused  the  rank  of  general  till  that  law 
was  revoked. 

After  the  death  of  Stilico,  Alaric  plainly  Aiwie 
foresaw  that  the  promised  sum  would  not  be  ''^SJ?  ^ 
paid  to  him ;  but,  that  he  might  show  himself 
fis  just  as  the  Romans  were  perfidious,  he  sent 
to  make  the  demand.  His  message  being  treat- 
ed with  contempt  by  the  emperor,  and  Olym- 
pius,  without  making  any  preparation$,  or  as- 
sembling a  sufficient  number  of  troops,  having 
appointed  generals  as  incapable  as  himself,  the 
Jcm^  of  the  Goths,  who  had  been  waiting  in 
Noncum,  in  the  circles  of  Bavaria  and  Austria, 
crossed  Italy  with  all  the  rapidity  of  a  travel^ 
ler  who  meets  with  no  obstruction,  and  arrived 
at  the  gates  of  Rome.  Such  was  the  barbarity 
of  the  Romans,  that  the  senate  th^n  cftujsed  Ser 
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rena,  the  widow  of  Stilico,  and  niece  of  Theo-. 
dosius,  to  be  strangled  ;  a  princess  whom  Ho- 
norius  had  long  honoured  as  his  mother,  and 
who  had  been  unjustly  suspected  of  carrying 
on  a  correspondence  with  Aiaric. 
He  redncM  This  bravc  and  able  conqueror  making  him-» 
uddktata  self  master  of  the  Tiber,  cut  off  their  provisions, 

!*•«•  and  very  soon  reduced  the  city  to  extremity. 
Ravenna  seemed  to  be  at  an  infinite  distance  ; 
they  expected  assistance  in  vain ;  and  they  at 
last  sent  deputies  to  treat  with  the  enemy,  of- 
fering to  submit,  on  condition  that  disgraceful 
terms  should  not  be  imposed  ;  but,  otnerwise, 
declaring  that  the  Roman  people  desired  only 
to  be  led  to  action.  This  absurd  gasconade  was 
laughed  at  by  Aiaric,  who,  in  his  turn,  demand* 
ed  all  the  wealth  of  Rome.  What  will  you  leave 
then  to  the  inhabitants  ?  said  the  deputies.  Their 
lives^  replied  the  other  fiercely.  They  agreed 
that  Rome  should  pay  him  five  thousand  pounds 
weight  of  gold,  thirty  thousand  of  silver,  and 
the  children  of  the  prmcipal  citizens  should  be 
delivered  as  hostages.  These  terms  being  rati* 
fied  by  the  emperor,  he  retired. 
Anecdote  Tlic  king  ot  the  Goths  was  not  a  barbarian, 
thit^wt  b^t  i^  name.    Some  of  his  soldiers  having  seiz* 

»«•  ed  a  convoy  of  provisions,  he  punished  them 
severely,  and  made  them  restore  it ;  an  act  of 
justice  perhaps  more  humiliating  to  the  Ro- 
mans than  his  victory.  We  shall  meet  with  an 
instance  of  their  treacherous  behaviour  to  him, 
for  which  they  suffered  the  pimishment  they 
deserved. 

409.         The  name  of  Constantine,  which  appeared 

J^^l^d.  fortunate  at  the  time  the  troops  in  Britain  chose 

the  soldier  we  mentioned  to  be  emperor,  was 
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but  a  slender  obstruction  to  the  progress  of 
these  people,  who  subsisted  by  plunder,  and  had 
overspread  all  the  country  of  Gaul.  It  was 
found  necessary  to  relinquish  Britain,  which 
had  always  been  laid  waste  by  the  Picts  and 
the  Scots ;  and  notice  was  sent  to  the  Britons 
to  defend  themselves,  who,  by  this  means,  re- 
covered their  liberty  while  they  lost  a  necessa- 
ry protection.  The  Armoricans,  who  possess  ^ 
ea  the  coasts  lying  between  the  Seine  and  the 
Loire,  likewise  eager  to  be  free,  drove  out 
the  Romans,  and  mstituted  a  republican  go- 
vernment for  themselves ;  but  these  losses  did 
not  equal  that  of  Spain,  which  very  soon  fol- 
lowed. 

Constans,  the  son  of  Constantine  the  usurper,     spain 
was  at  that  time  at  war  with  Gerontius,  his  best  **by  thlT* 
general  j  and  thus  the  rage  of  civil  discord  was  UrUriaM. 
added  to  so  many  dreadful  calamities.     The 
Alans,  the  Suevi,  and  the  Vandals,  taking  ad- 
vantage of  the  dissensions  among  the  Romans, 
passed  the  Pyrenees,  and  desolated  all  Spain 
with  fire  and  sword.     The  human  imagination       % 
cannot  conceive  the  horrors  which  that  coun- 
try experienced  for  a  whole  year.     Plague  and 
famine  were  added  to  these  dreadful  massacres ; 
men  devoured  one  another.     A  mother  roasted 
and  devoured  herfourchildren,  of  which  no  other 
instance  is  to  be  found  in  history.     The  bar- 
barians at  last  divided  their  conquest  among 
them,  and  settled  in  the  country. 

As  soon  as  they  got  quiet  possession,  they     These 
began  to  be  humanized.     They  cultivated  the  ^^SiSST 
lands,  behaved  with  mildness  to  the  inhabit- 
ants, providing  such  as  chose  to  leave  the  coim- 
try  with  necessary  assistance,  and,  upon  all  oc- 
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casions,  preserving  their  promises  inviolable^ 
Their  reputation  for  justice  brought  back  great 
numbers  of  the  people  who  had  fled  from  this 
fertile  coimtry,  where  they  had  been  formerly 
oppressed  by  despotism.  Spain  became  almost 
happy  under  these  new  masters,  who  were  look-r 
ed  upon  at  first  as  savage  monsters.  They 
were  all  confoimded  imder  the  name  of  Van-> 
dais,  which  name  was  sometimes  given  even  to 
the  Saracens.  As  Gerontius  had  promoted 
their  enterprise,  they  left  the  Romans  the 
country  lying  on  this  side  the  £bro,  which  is 
called  New  Castile,  from  Toledo,  and  the  king- 
doms of  Arragon  and  Valencia,  as  far  as  the 
ancient  Saguntum. 


CHAPTER  III. 

ALARIC  AT  ROM£.      £NI)  OF  THE  R£IGN  OF 

ARCADIUS. 

400.  HoNORius  was  such  a  weak  prince,  that  nei- 
txJ^^  ther  the  loss  of  extensive  provmces,  nor  seeing 
^^  himself  threatened  with  total  destruction,  coula 
render  him  either  more  discerning  or  more  pru- 
dent. Alaric  was  waiting  in  his  camp  in  Tus- 
cany for  the  performance  of  the  articles  of  the 
treaty  which  was  concluded  with  him  for  the 
preservation  of  Rome  ;  but  the  court  presum- 
ed to  violate  their  promise.  Olympius  only 
thought  of  preserving  his  own  power,  .by  ruin- 
ing all  whom  he  either  hated  or  suspected ;  and 
this  unworthy  minister  was  ruined  in  liis  turn 
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hy  an  intrigue  of  some  eunuchs.  His  succedsor 
Jovius  was  a  mere  busy  body,  a  traitor  void  of 
understanding,  who  be^n  a  treaty  with  Alaric, 
in  which  he  miscarried  from  ignorance ;  and, 
through  fear  of  being  suspected  of  treachery, 
swore  by  the  life  of  the  emperor,  and  made  all  his 
officers,  and  even  the  emperor  himself,  take  an 
oath  that  they  would  never  agree  to  an  accom- 
modation with  the  Goths.  Some  ec[uitable  pror 
posals,  which  were  made  by  Alaric,  were  re- 
jected, from  a  ridiculous  pretence,  that  if  they 
had  sworn  by  the  name  of  God,  they  mi^ht 
hope  that  he  would  forgive  the  perjury;  but 
having  sworn  by  the  life  of  the  prince,  to  vio- 
late that  oath  would  be  to  expose  the  life  of 
the  prince.  When  affairs  of  state  are  decided 
by  such  motives,  the  state  deserves  destruction, 
since  it  is  governed  by  folly. 

Alaric  very  soon  presented  himself  at  the  Attaint 
gates  of  Rome,  and  compelled  the  Romans  to  1^^^ 
iorsake  Honorius,  giving  them  Attains,  the  «Je|wed« 
praefect  of  the  city,  for  emperor,  a  man  from 
whom  he  had  nothing  to  dread.  Attains,  who 
was  equally  weak  and  presumptuous,  being  ac- 
companied by  the  king  of  the  Goths,  approach- 
ed to  Ravenna,  when  Honorius,  in  terror,  made 
him  an  offer  of  sharing  the  empire  with  him, 
to  which  he  replied,  he  would  have  the  whole ; 
but  afterwards  committed  such  gross  blunders, 
that  Alaric  lost  patience,  and,  deposing  him, 
renewed  the  negotiation  with  Honorius.  The 
imprudence  of  Attains  prevented  the  conquest 
of  Africa.  No  com  having  been  received  at 
Rome  from  that  province,  the  famine  was  so 
dreadful  that  the  people,  in  a  transport  of  rage, 
exclaimed,  during  the  games  in  the  circus, 
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Let  human  J!esh  he  exposed  to  sale^  and  llr  price 

settled! 
«^       This  unfortunate  city  thought  herself  out  of 
danger,  when  a  new  piece  of  treachery  brought 
upon  her  still  gpreater  miseries.    Honorius,  who 
was  less  scrupulous  about  his  oath,  at  last  be- 
gan to  treat  with  Alaric  ;  but  Sams,  a  Gothic 
captain,  who  was  an  enemy  of  the  king,  and  at- 
tached to  the  emperor,  broke  off  the  negocia- 
tion  by  attacking  the  Goths,  while  the  confer- 
ences were  open,  and  killed  a  great  number. 
Alaric,  in  a  rage,  laid  siege  to  Rome  for  the 
third  time,  and,  having  carried  it,  gave  it  up  to 
be  pillaged ;  but  his  generous  mind,  which  al- 
ways was  averse  from  coming  to  this  extremity, 
made  him  give  orders  to  his  soldiers  to  be  spar- 
ing of  blood,  to  respect  the  honour  of  the  wo- 
men, and  not  to  bum  the  edifices  dedicated  to 
religion.   Two  very  large  churches  were  mark- 
ed out  as  inviolable  asylums. 

In  such  circumstances,  it  was  impossible  to 
^^  restrain  the  rage  of  the  soldiery.  Streets  and 
houses  were  deluged  with  blood,  and  the  flames 
caused  dreadful  devastation ;  but  the  churches 
and  public  buildings  were  spared,  and  the  lives 
of  many  Romans  saved  by  Alaric.  No  person 
that  was  known  to  be  a  senator  lost  his  life. 
We  are  assured  by  cotcmporaries,  that  the  city 
suffered  infinitely  more  at  the  irruption  of  the 
Gauls,  during  the  ancient  civil  wars,  and  even 
by  the  fire  in  the  time  of  Nero.  Though  such 
a  heavy  loss  could  not  be  repaired,  yet  the  city 
was  very  soon  repeopled.  Dismal  monuments 
of  destruction  ana  massacre  were  visible  through 
its  whole  extent,  which  comprehended  a  space 
of  twenty-one  miles. 
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To  refute  the  Pagans,  whose  unjust  preiu-^  1^^ 
dices  ascribed  these  misfortunes  to  Christianity,  ^^^^ 
St  Augustine  wrote  his  book  Gffthe  City  ofGod^  Divin. 
and  his  disciple  Orosius  composed  an  Univer-  ^'•°*'"™** 
sal  History*  Both  of  them  represented  these 
human  calamities  as  punishments  for  the  wick^ 
edness  of  the  people ;  and  Salvianus,  who  was 
more  eloquent,  pursued  the  same  path.  Though 
their  idea  may  oe  pious,  and  the  impression  it 
might  make  upon  the  minds  of  men  useful,  yet^ 
since  we  frequently  see  vice  prosperous  in  this 
world,  and  the  virtuous  become  the  victims  of 
the  wicked,  and  since  divine  justice  is  exercis^ 
ed  in  another  life,  it  is  of  the  greatest  conse- 
quence to  us  to  examine  the  moral  and  physi*. 
cal  causes  of  natural  events^  The  workm^  of 
the  first  cause  is  to  us  invisible,  but  that  of  se- 
cond causes  is  within  reach  of  our  inquiries ; 
and  it  is  by  attending  to  them  that  we  accjuire 
skill  and  prudence*  Rome  will  ever  remain  an 
important  object  for  our  consideration,  in  which 
we  may  see  the  necessary  influence  of  vice,  of 
the  passions,  errors,  a  bad  form  of  goventtnent, 
and  excessive  grandeur ;  in  a  word,  whatever 
can  contribute  to  the  unhappiness  of  individuals, 
or   he  ruin  of  empires. 

'    Great  numbers  of  the  citizens  flying  from    j^,,^^ 
Rome  retired  to  Carthage,  where  their  first  ''^^^^ 
care  was  to  run  to  the  theatre  to  take  a  side  in*  ^''"''''■^ 
the  contests  of  the  spectators,  and  to  signalize 
themselves  by  their  levity  and  turbulence.    As 
this  was  the  disposition  of  the  Romans  at  that 
time,  we  cannot  be  surprised  at  their  weakness 
or  their  misfortunes. 

Undoubtedly,  if  Alaric  had  pleased,  he  might  tetfiy 
have  taken  Ravenna,  and  reigned  in  Italy ;  but    ^^"^ 
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it  Is  sappoeed  that  he  preferred  Africm,  where 
a  single  rictory  might  have  seemed  him  the 
possessioD;  aid  be  prepared  first  to  pillage 
Sicilj.  A  part  of  his  armr  was  emharked, 
when  his  fleet  was  destroyed  in  his  sgfat  by  m 
dreadful  storm.  Afflicted  at  this  disaster, 'he 
was  deliberating  abont  the  means  of  repairing 
it,  when  he  died  at  Cosentia,  leaving  for  his 
successor  Ataulfus,  his  brother-in-law,  and  the 
companion  of  his  actions. 

Tne  Goths  had  a  tctt  extraordinanr  custom. 
probably  founded  in  superstition ;  they  god- 
cealed  the  burying  place  of  their  great  men, 
which  is  omamentea  by  other  people  with 
magnificent  monuments,  lliey  turned  the 
course  of  a  small  riTcr,  and  dug*  a  grave  in  its 
bed,  where  they  deposited  the  body  of  Alaric^ 
with  some  ricn  spoils ;  after  which  they  re* 
turned  the  water  to  its  proper  channel,  and 
murdered  the  prisoners  by  whcmi  the  work  was 
executed. 
^^  A  multitude  of  events  succeeded  rapidly 
pnfe^  abont  this  period,  attended  with  no  circum- 
^"^  stances  worthy  our  notice.  Gerontius,  who 
was  settled  in  Spain,  came  to  attack  Constan* 
tine  in  Gaul,  and  surprising  Constans,  the  son 
of  that  usurper,  at  Vienne,  cut  off  his  head,  and 
besieged  the  father  in  Arks ;  but  Constantius^ 
the  only  general  that  Honorius  had  in  his  ser- 
vice who  was  not  chosen  from  among  the  bar-> 
barians,  put  to  flight  Gerontius,  who  laid  vio- 
lent  hands  upon  himself.  Maximus,  whom  he 
had  decorated  with  the  purple,  was  put  to  death 
soon  after.  Constantius  stormed  the  city  of 
Aries,  and  Constantine  took  refuge  in  a  churchy 
where  he  was  ordained  a  priest.     His  life  was 
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promised  to  him  on  oath,  in  the  name  of  Ho- 
norius ;  hut  that  emperor  disavowing  it,  hoth 
he  and  his  son  were  put  to  death.  Jovinus,  a 
Gaul  of  illustrious  birth,  who  next  assumed  the 

Eurple,  was  likewise  beheaded.  Heraclian  tried 
is  fortune  the  same  way  ;  but  being  defeated, 
underwent  the  same  punishment.  These  tra- 
gical examples  neither  served  to  put  a  stop  to 
tne  views  of  ambition,  nor  to  secure  the  throne. 

The  generous  Ataulfus,  the  worthy  successor  AtauUiis 
of  Alaric,  a  friend  to  peace,  wanted  nothing  nUdSu 
but  a  settlement  in  the  empire,  and  the  hand 
of  Placidia,  the  sister  of  Honorius,  who  had 
been  the  captive  of  Alaric.  Having  entered 
into  treaty  with  that  prince,  and  being  de- 
ceived, according  to  custom,  he  laid  waste  the 
country  of  Gaul.  He  took  Narbonne  and 
Toulouse  ;  and,  by  his  agreeable  manners, 
having  obtained  the  consent  of  the  princess^ 
he  married  her.  Upon  condition  that  he  was 
to  have  no  ships,  nor  carry  on  commerce  with 
foreigners,  an  establishment  was  granted  him 
in  Spain,  on  this  side  the  Ebro.  He  was  satis- 
fied with  a  lot  which  he  could  improve  by 
arms  ;  and  was  scarce  confirmed,  when  he  was 
assassinated  by  one  of  his  equerries,  and  died, 
recommending  to  his  brother  to  restore  Placi- 
dia to  the  emperor,  and  to  preserve  peace  be- 
tween the  two  nations.  About  the  same  time, 
Honorius  yielded  to  the  Burgundians  a  part  of 
their  conquests  in  Gaul. 

During  these  revolutions,  the  Donatists,  who  Judf^ment 
were  always  obstinate  and  impetuous,  filled    '^^ 
Africa  with  dissensions.     The  emperor  pub-  ^^<»**»»'^ 
lished  new  edicts  against  them,  and  declared 
whoever  attempted  to  change  the  faith  guilty 
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of  a  capital  offence.  The  Catholic  bishops 
having  proposed  a  conference,  as  a  means  of 
concihation,  he  ffave  orders  for  the  Count  Mar- 
ceUinus  to  preside  at  the  meeting  j  and,  after 
hearing  both  parties,  to  pronounce  a  definitive 
sentence.  Marcellinus  pronounced  in  favour 
of  the  Catholics,  declaring  the  Donatists  au- 
thors of  schism,  and  subjected  them  to  the 
punishments  prescribed  hy  the  laws;  but  their 

i.'        outrages  were  only  by  this  means  increased. 
Ckria        On  occasion  of  an  insurrection  of  the  people 

**SJSi     of  Aries  against  the  bishop,  Honorius  declared, 

J^jJjJ^  by  a  celebrated  law,  that  no  clerk  could  be  ac- 
cused except  before  a  bishop,  and  that  the  ac- 
cusers should  be  held  infamous  if  they  did  not 
prove  their  charge.  We  shall  see  great  abuses 
arise  from  these  immunities.  The  evil  might 
have  been  prevented  by  proper  restrictions  ; 
but  nothing  was  foreseen,  and  civil  order  and 
sovereign  authority  together  fell  to  ruin. 
St  The  affairs  in  the  East,  which  we  have  left 

^^bSSSr^^  some  time  imnoticed,  on  purpose  to  avoid 
confusion,  present  nothing  to  this  period  but 
melancholy  objects  either  for  churcn  or  state. 
St  John  Chrysostom,  bishop  of  Constantinople, 
the  most  eloquent,  and  one  of  the  most  virtu- 
ous men  of  the  age,  having  been  twice  banished^ 
occasioned  a  sedition  in  that  city.  This  holy 
prelate  attempted  to  reform  the  morals  of  the 
clergy,  the  monks,  the  people,  and  the  court ; 
by  which  means  he  raised  a  number  of  enemies 
of  all  the  different  orders.  The  empress  Eu- 
doxia,  an  imperious  and  revengeful  woman, 
ruled  the  weak  Arcadius.  Chrysostom  was  ac- 
cused of  having  pointed  her  out  in  one  of  his 
sermoDi  by  the  name  of  Jezebel ;  and  Eudoxia 
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causing  him  to  be  condemned  by  an  assembly 
of  bishops  who  were  at  her  devotion,  he  was 
banished  by  the  emperor ;  but  tjie  outcries  of 
the  people  occasioned  his  being  recalled,  when 
his  zeal  became  more  animated  than  ever.  He 
complained  of  the  games  and  dances,  with 
which  the  dedication  of  a  statue  of  Eudoxia 
had  been  celebrated,  which  had  indecently  in- 
terrupted divine  worship^  and  the  empress  was 
much  offended  with  him;  but  forgetting  her 
imperial  dignity,  and  thinking  only  of  the  abuse 
which  had  been  committed,  he  began  one  of 
his  sermons  with  the  following  words,  Behold 
Herodias  again  in  a  rage!  behold  she  dances! 
again  site  requires  the  head  of  John.  A  second 
banishment  very  soon  followed.  Chrysostom 
continued  three  years,  and  died  in  407.  Eu- 
doxia died  in  404,  and  Arcadius  in  408,  leaving 
the  empire  to  his  son,  Theodosius  the  younger, 
who  was  only  seven  years  of  age. 

He  repealed  an  ancient  law,  by  which  the 
judges  were  obliged  to  pronounce  their  sen- 
tences in  Latin,  a  language  unknown  in  the 
greatest  part  of  the  East,  and  gave  leave  to 

5ronounce   them   either    in   Greek   or   Latin, 
["he  Greek  ought  to  have  been  preferred,  as  it 
was  the  language  of  the  country. 
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THEODOSIUS  II.  EMPEROR  IN  THE  EAST, 
HONORIUS  IN  THE  WEST. 


TTxDER  an  infant  emperor  every  thing  was  to 
be  dreaded ;  foreign  enemies,  civil  dissensions, 
and  the  intrigues  of  the  court.  But  Anthe- 
niius,  captain  of  the  guards,  who  assumed  the 
reins  of  government  under  Theodosius  the 
younger,  possessed  all  the  qualities  of  an  able 
and  spirited  minister.  If  he  found  it  impoa^ 
sible  to  put  an  end  to  the  intrigues  of  the 
eunuchs  by  whom  the  prince  was  beset,  he 
at  least  checked  a  number  of  abuses,  and  kept 
the  enemies  of  the  empire  within  bounds. 
Isdegerd,  kingof  Persia,  declared  himself  the 
protector  of  Theodosius.  Uldes,  king  of  the 
Huns,  made  incursicms  into  Thrace,  and  in- 
sisted upmi  what  tribute  he  pleased,  as  the 
price  of  withdrawing  his  troops ;  but  he  was  at* 
tacked,  and  disappeared.  In  consequence  of 
the  measures  adopted  by  the  wise  Synesius, 
tranquillity  was  at  last  restored  in  Cyrenaica,  a 
count r}'  of  Lybia,  which  had  been  a  prey  to 
the  ravages  of  the  barbarous  Austurians,  and 
still  more  to  the  oppressions  of  rapacious  go^ 
vernors,  placed  and  protected  by  the  eunuchs. 
Anthcmius  rebuilt  the  walls  of  Constantino- 
^f^  pie,  whose  compass  was  now  too  small  for  the 
hmtic  inhabitants.  AVhile  he  enforced  the  laws  against 
heixnics,  he  endeavoured  to  prevent  them  from 
serving  us  a  cloak  to  abuse.  In  case  of  failure  of 
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natural  heirs,  the  possessions  of  heretics  escheat- 
to  the  treasury  ;  and  he  prohibited  the  Catho- 
lies  from  turning  the  confiscation  to  their  own 
advantage,  even  in  virtue  of  a  donation  from 
the  emperor,  which  was  to  be  held  as  surrepti- 
tfously  obtained.  The  reason  of  this  law  was, 
that  the  spoils  of  the  heretics  excited  the  avi- 
dity of  their  adversaries,  and  doubtless  multi- 
plied accusations. 

From  the  time  when  Pulcheria  appears  at  the  414. 
head  of  affairs,  we  hear  no  more  of  Anthemius.  ^^^ 
This  princess,  who  was  declared  Augusta  when 
only  hfteen  years  of  ag-e,  took  upon  herself  the 
weight  of  the  government,  and  mana&^ed  it  with 
as  much  prudence  as  if  she  had  had  long  expe- 
rience. She  turned  her  principal  attention  to 
the  education  of  her  brotlier;  and,  after  remov- 
ing his  preceptor,  Antiochus,  an  eunuch  of  in- 
triguing spirit  and  rapacious  temper,  endea- 
voured to  mspire  the  young  prince  with  piety, 
virtue,  the  love  of  business,  and  every  senti- 
ment worthy  of  a  sovereign. 

But  the  understanding  of  Theodosius  was  iTwrfoMu. 
weak,  his  soul  grovelling,  and  incapable  of  any  lit^Tby^hw 
thing  great.     He  was  only  a  spiritless  devotee,  «**«**««• 
and  a  bad  theologist.     His  palace  was  convert- 
ed into  a  kind  of  monastery,  where  he  and  his 
sister  chaunted  the  office  from  the  dawn  of  day. 
Perhaps  Pulcheria  herself  was  not  sufficiently  a- 
ware,  that,  on  the  throne,  piety  ought  to  be  less 
subjected  to  observances,  less  laborious  than  in 
the  cloister ;  that  it  ought  to  be  exemplary  to  the 
subjects,  without  taking  up  the  time  destined 
for  the  business  of  the  public,  and  degrading 
majesty  by  a  mistaken  devotion. 
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crjcr-i.  i-.*c  "r.  —  -jii*  -^imiiuz:  :*:  zicrcitied,  but 
c.'i  .->::  Ci'.rrvc^  lizi.  Trie  nc^^'cr  rnaT  lon^tel, 
tiaic  iki*  reL^n,  -  Jilc^  La^^ed  rc^rtr-two  ve^ir»,  will 
obIv  be  ^  .-x:^  ^eritrs  of  biuiiders.  without  a 
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iJJ^  ^vere  lawj  were  c^tjLbil^hed  in  favour  of 
mimimg  Cbri-tianitv.  by  wbich  the  Pagans  were  prohU 

f-hfTaBitr  bited  fnjm  bearing  any  omce:^ ;  those  who  were 
di^scovered  Oitc-rinff  sacrifices  were  condenmed 
to  liani^hrnent,  w  ith  confiscation  of  snoods  ;  and 
the  temple^  and  other  places  consecrated  to 
idolatry  converted  into  cnurches,  under  {lain  of 
death  to  all  who  oppci^d  it. 
fcrfMMi        The  idolators  in  the  East  being-  reduced  to  a 

AlfMftdfM. 't'"'^"  body,  were  more  easily  overpowered  than 
formerly.    But  the  Christians  of  Alexandria  sig*- 
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nalized  themselves  by  one  of  the  most  dreadful 
seditions  that  were  ever  raised  in  that  turbulent 
city ;  and  the  Jews,  who  were  very  numerous 
there,  formed  a  party  against  them.  The  quar- 
rel, which  was  originally  raised  on  account  of  a 
dancer,  the  fondness  for  public  diversions  often 
producing  dissensions  equally  bloody  and  fri- 
volous, was  followed  by  a  conspiracy  of  the 
Jews,  .   . 

-  St  Cyril,  bishop  of  Alexandria,  a  prelate,  ^ 
whose  sanctity  was  joined  with  an  impetuous  Cyra 
temper,  and  who,  witn  right  intentions,  possibly  ^^*^*** 
carried  his  zeal  beyond  proper  bounds,  attack-  ^^^^ 
ed  the  synaffoffues,  ana  drove  out  the  Jews. 
Their  goods  were  pillaged,  and  several  persons 
perished  in  the  tumult.*  The  monks,  who  re^ 
sided  in  the  neighbouring  mountains  of  Nitria, 
were  a  band  of  seditious  men,  who,  under  the  bi- 
3hop  Theophilus,  predecessor  and  uncle  of  St 
Cyril,  had  committed  all  kinds  of  violence,  and 
a  body  of  five  hundred  of  them  now  came  again 
to  signalize  themselves.  Orestes,  the  governor, 
having  quarrelled  with  Cyril,  was  insulted  by 
them  in  the  streets,  and.  one  of  them  even 
wounded  him  by  a  blow  with  a  stone.  Am- 
monius,  the  monk,  who  had  committed  that 
outrage,  was  seized,  dragged  before  the  ffover,^ 
nor,  and  put  to  the  torture,  under  which  he  ex- 
pired. Upon  which  Cyril  pronounced  his  euld- 
gium,  and  gave  him  the  title  of  martyr;  and  the 
people  who,  but  a  moment  before,  had  defends 
^d  Orestes  against  the  monks,  then  joined  the 
bishop,  either  from  fickleness,  or  a  principle  of 
blind  fanaticism. 


»^  ' 
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An  execrable  and  atrockHis  crime  ]gave  addi- 
tional horrors  to  the  sedition.  H jpatia,  dangki. 
ter  of  the  celebrated  geometrician  Theoo,  ex- 
ceeded her  father  in  learning,  and  gave  public 
lectures  in  philosophy  with  the  greatest  ap- 
plause ;  nor  was  she  less  admirable  for  the  pa- 
rity  of  her  virtue,  joined  to  an  uncommcia  bun- 
tj,  and  every  accomplishment  that  could  adorn 
human  nature.  But  this  excellent  woman,  be« 
cause  she  was  a  Pagan,  trusted  by  the  magis- 
trates, and  suspected  to  be  active  against  St 
Cyril,  became  an  object  of  detestation  to  that 
fanatical  people.  A  set  of  desperadoes,  heacied 
by  a  priest,  seized  her  in  the  open  street,  hur« 
ned  her  into  a  church,  where  tney  stripped  her 
naked,  tore  her  body  with  whips,  cut  her  in 
pieces,  and  publicly  burnt  her  mangled  limbs  in 
the  market  place. 

Theodosius,  enraged  at  this  act  of  barbarity, 
resolved  to  punish  it ;  but  the  criminals  par- 
chased  the  protection  of  the  eunuchs,  ami  es- 
caped  with  impunity.  An  ineffectual  law  was 
published  to  restrain  the  licentiousness  of  a  set 
of  priests  in  Alexandria,  who  were  styled  Para^ 
bolaniy  that  is,  men  who  braved  dangers  ;  and  thb 
seems  to  have  been  the  only  measure  that  was 
taken  to  remedy  the  disorder. 

The  emperoi^s  marria^  with  the  celebrated 
Athenais,  forms  a  striking  ccmtrast  with  the 
murder  of  Hypatia.  Leontius,  a  sophist  of 
Athens,  her  fatner,  had  disinherited  her  in  fa- 
vour of  his  other  children,  because,  said  he, 
whimsically,  in  his  will,  she  might  ^nd  tigfflcieni 
resources  in  Iter  merits  uliich  was  superior  to  her 
sex.  Having  repaired  to  Constantinople,  in  or* 
dcr  to  procure  herself  justice,  she  so  charmed 
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Pulcheria  and  Theodosius,  by  her  beauty,  her 
wit,  and  her  virtue,  that  the  emperor  married 
her.  Being  a  Pagan,  as  her  fatner  had  been, 
she  was  baptized,  and  her  name  changed  to  that 
of  Eudoxia.  She  cultivated  letters  during  her 
whole  life,  and  Photius  highly  extols  her  poems 
on  religious  subjects. 

Soon  after  this  marriage,  a  violent  persecu-  Penecntimi 
lion,  which  the  Christians  suffered  in  Persia,  ""p^"* 
kindled  a  war  between  the  two  nations,  who 
had  been  so  long  enemies.  Abdas,  a  bishop  of 
that  country,  had  burned  a  Persian  temple, 
and  refused  to  rebuild  it,  notwithstanding  the 
king's  order,  who  granted  to  the  Christians  the 
free  exercise  of  their  religion.  This  extrava- 
gant action  caused  the  toleration  to  be  revok- 
ed, the  churches  were  demolished,  and  the 
hands  of  the  executioners  armed  against  the 
&ithful.  Great  numbers  of  them  having  fled 
for  protection  into  the  Roman  territories,  were 
reclaimed  by  the  son  of  Isdegerd,  Varanes  V., 
who,  upon  the  refusal  of  Theodosius,  detained 
some  subjects  of  the  empire.  The  war  then 
commenced,  and,  after  some  campaigns,  in 
which  the  Romans  had  the  advantage,  the 
Persians  sued  for  peace.  A  treaty  was  ac- 
cordingly concluded  for  a  hundred  years ;  but 
the  toleration,  of  the  revocation  of  which  Ab- 
das had  been  the  cause,  was  but  imperfectly 
restored.  * 

More  interesting  affairs  call  our  attention  to     iis. 
the  West,  where   the  barbarians  successfully    goAT" 
continued  their  enterprises.    Ataulfus  was  sue-  ^^ojj^f 
ceeded  by  Sigeric,  his  declared  enemy,  who 

*  SceThcodoret 
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massacred  his  children,  and  reigned  only  sevea 
days,  his  subjects  hastening  to  extinguish  ty-' 
ranny  in  its  birth,  by  the  murder  of  the  tjrant. 
Wallia,   whom   the   Visigoths    elected    in    his 
stead,  a  man  equally  politic  and  brave,  made  a 
treaty  with  the  general  Constantius,  by  which 
he  engaged  to  restore  Placidia,  and  to  serve  the 
emperor  in  his  wai^s,  on  condition  of  receivings 
9ix  hundred  thousand  measures  of  wheat.     In 
fact,  he  defeated  the  Vandals  and  Alans ;  and, 
either  as  a  recompense  for  his  services,  or  from 
fL  dread  that  he  would  keep  his  conquests,  the 
Romans  granted  him,  in  exchange  for  his  pos-^ 
sessions  on  the  other  side  of  the  Pyrenees,  an 
establishment  much  more  worthy  of  his  ambi- 
tion, ceding  to  him  Aquitania  Secunda,  and 
Novem  Populania,  at  present  Poitou  Saintonge, 
Perigord,  Bordelois,  Agenois,  Angouraois,  and 
Gascony,  besides  the  city  of  Toulouse,  which 
he  made  his  capital.    That  country  was  named 
Gothia,  and  the  Goths  held  it  fourscore  and 
eight  years,  till  the  invasion  of  Clovis. 
4801  According  to  the  generality  of  authors,  the 

^j^^j^  Franks  settled  two  years  afterwards  under  their 
FnuJu.  king,  Pharamond,  m  the  country  situated  be- 
tween Maestricht  and  the  confluence  of  the 
Maes  and  Waal.  But  the  existence  of  this 
prince  is  problematical.  Better  critics  ascribe 
the  foundation  of  the  French  monarchy  to  C^lo- 
dion,  in  438.  But  Clovis  ought  to  be  looked 
upon  as  its  real  founder,  *  for  prior  to  his  times 
we  meet  with  scarce  any  thing  but  fables.  Let 
us  content  oiurselveg  with  observing  here,  that 


*  I  begin  Modern  history  with  tlie  e&tablishnieiit  of  the  French  mo- 
Darchy  by  Clovis ;  but  we  must  here  continue  the  Roman  history,  in  o^- 
^r  to  ayoid  cpufusion. 
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from  the  time  of  Gordian,  the  Franks  had  made 
frequent  incursions  into  Gaul;  and  that,  ac^ 
cording  to  the  most  probable  opinion,  they 
were  a  collection  of  several  confederate  Ger-* 
man  tribes,  between  the  Rhine,  the  Mein,  and 
the  Weser,  who  united,  in  defence  of  their 
liberty  against  the  Romans,  the  name  of  Franks 
in  their  language  signifying  Jree.  The  most 
distinguished  among  them  were  the  Sicambri. 

Constantius,  after  having  done  the  empire      421. 
good  service  against  the  barbarians,   at  last  SjJJJJJ^ 
married  Placidia,  sister  of  the  emperor,  and     *?*^^. 
widow  of  Ataulfus.     He  had  managed  all  the  *™^dS». 
affairs  of  the  empire  for  ten  years ;  and,  as  well 
as  his  wife,  being  ambitious  of  the  imperial 
dignity,  it  was  conferred  upon  them  by  Ho- 
norius,  who  had  no  children.     But  Constantius 
died  the  same  year;  and  Placidia,  upon  ac- 
count of  a  quarrel  with  her  brother,  being  or- 
dered to  quit  Ravenna,  retired  to  Tbeodosius 
the  younger. 

The  death  of  Honorius,  which  happened  in     42s. 
423,  would  have  been  a  blessing  to  the  empire,     '^ 
had  it  been  possible  to  repair  the  misfortunes  Hononus. 
of  his  reign.      That  prince,  whose  weakness 
rather  than  inclination  made  him  almost  a  ty- 
rant, committed  every  act  of  injustice  that  he 
was  put  upon. 

If  we  were  to  judge  by  the  numerous  laws  Leguiatkm 
of  Arcadius  and  Honorius  which  were  com-  ^^j^ 
monly  published  in  the  name  of  both  empe-      mhI 
rors,  it  would  be  believed  at  first  that  the  go-  ^**™**" 
vemment  was  watchful  for  the  happiness  of 
the  subjects.     We  find  in  them  excellent  sen- 
timents and  good  principles;   but,  in  reality, 
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these  were  mere  words.  The  public  miseries 
were  increased  by  some  laws  m  their  nature 
faulty ;  and  the  best  were  not  put  in  execu- 
tion. It  was  incessantly  necessary  to  make  al« 
terations,  additions,  or  repeals ;  and  legislation, 
which  ought  to  be  simple  and  unequivocal,  wras 
converted  into  a  chaos  of  darkness  and  uncer- 
tainty. 

The  inhuman  shows  of  gladiators  were  stSi 
kept  up,  notwithstanding  a  law  of  Constantine 
prohibiting  them  ;  but  they  were  abolished  by 
Honorius  in  403,  because  an  anchoret,  named 
Telemachus,  who  had  come  from  the  East  on 
purpose  to  attempt  a  reformation  of  that  abuse, 
having  thrown  hunself  into  the  middle  of  the 
combatants  in  the  arena,  in  order  to  part  them, 
was  stoned  to  death  by  the  spectators. 

Historians  assure  us,  that,  before  Rome  was 
taken  hy  Alaric,  there  were  several  fiEuniUes 
whose  yearly  income  amounted  to  more  than 
200,000/* ;  and  the  families  of  the  second  rank 
conunonly  had,  at  least,  about  SOjOOOL  a  year. 
From  hence,  it  is  easy  to  conclude  that  this 
city  absorbed  all  the  wealth  of  the  empire  ; 
that  the  extreme  opulence  of  some  produced 
extreme  poverty  in  the  others;  and  that  the 
lower  orders  of  the  people  were  oppressed  in 
order  to  fill  the  coffers  oi  those  insatiable  men 
who  never  have  enough  to  supply  their  plea- 
sures ;  in  a  word,  that  riches  and  indigence 
equally  contributed  to  extinguish  their  cour- 
age,  to  eradicate  their  virtue,  and  destroy  every 
principle  of  love  for  their  country.  Tne  pro- 
vinces groaned  under  an  insupportable  ana  ty- 
rannical yoke  ;  the  laws  always  spoke  a  desire 
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of  relieving  them ;  but  the  government  con- 
stantly acted  in  contradiction  to  the  laws.  We 
must  not  therefore  be  astonished  that  the  bar- 
barians destroyed  the  empire. 
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THEODOSIUS  11.  ElkfPEROR  lit  THE  EAST. 
VALENTINIAN  III.  IN  THE  WEST. 


CHAPTER  1. 

VALENTINIAN  ASSOCIATED  IN  THE  EMPIRE.     UIWS  OF 
I'HEODOSIUS  II.      GENSERIC  FORMIDABJLE  IN  AFlRICA* 

423.     Theodosivs,  iiot  having  acknowledTOd  the  ti-^ 
^"»«»*«'»  tie  of  Constantius  and  Placidia,  at  first  enter* 
Vafeutinuii  tained  thoughts  of  reuniting  the  two  empires 
ii^e    in  his  own  person.     But  John,   secretary  of 
vBopin.    state  to  Honorius,  having  assumed  the  purple, 
granted  hberty  to  the  slaves,  in  order  to  form 
tnem  into  an  army,  and  sent  the  celebrated  ge- 
neral,  Aetius,   to   solicit   assistance   from   the 
Huns.     The  emperor  found  himself  under  a 
necessity  of  sharing  it ;  and  therefore  giunted 
to  Valentian,  the  son  of  Constantius,  a  boy  of 
five  years  of  a^e,  the  title  of  Most  noble^  which 
had  been  substituted  instead  of  that  of  Obsot  ; 
and  bestowed  on  his  mother,  Placidia,  that  of 
Augusta  ;  after  which  he  sent  them  into  the 
West  at  the  head  of  an  anny.    John  was  taken 
and  beheaded,  after  a  reign  of  two  years  j  and 
Valentinian  III.  was  proclaimed  emperor,  who, 
on  his  marriage  with  the  daughter  of  Theodo- 

sius,  ceded  the  western  Illyria  to  his  father-in- 
law. 


'%■  ' 
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One  of  the  first  laws  of  Tfaeodosius  contains  Admoir- 
a  maxim  highly  worthy  of  a  monarch.  ^  The    ^^ 
tiherdgn  mq/esty^  says  he,  does  itself  honour  hy  «»^  «• 
acknowledging  its  subjection  to  the  laws.      The     uwt. 
power  of  the  laws  is  the  foundation  of  ours  ;  and 
there  is  more  honour  in  obeying  them^  than  in  com^ 
manding  alone  without  them.     '  This/  says  M. 
le  Beau,  *  is  the  suhlimest  lesson  that  a  sove- 
reign ever  gave  to  his  equals. ' 

About  the  same  time,  we  find  a  law  of  Theo-  ^''j^^J^ 
dosius  II.  which  doth  not  show  near  so  great  a  nmdonoi. 
degree  of  wisdom.  It  prohibits  as  treasonable, 
not  only  the  wearing  of  stuffs  dyed  of  the  co- 
lour of  the  imperial  ornaments,  but  even  keep-* 
ing  them  in  the  house.  This  is  a  regulation  m 
the  true  spirit  of  despotism.  By  another  law, 
as  prudent  as  the  former  is  absurd,  he  fixed  the 
period  of  thirty  years  undisturbed  possession  as 
sufficient  to  give  real  property.  Nothing  is 
more  common  under  the  last  reigns  than  a  mix- 
ture of  good  and  bad  laws,  which  are  a  certain 
proof  of  a  capricious  government,  shifting  with 
every  wind  of  opinion,  and  destitute  of  any 
fixed  plan. 

Among  many  unconnected  and  confused  lurairy 
facts,  let  us  choose  the  most  important,  and,  j^^  ^^ 
without  entering  into  minute  details,  bring 
those  that  have  an  analogy  to  each  other  into 
one  view.  In  the  West  were  two  great  gene- 
rals, whose  rivalship  became  destructive  to  the 
state.  Aetius  was  the  terror  of  the  barbarians; 
but,  being  jealous  of  Boniface,  count  of  Africa, 
he  endeavoured  to  ruin  him  at  court  by  repre- 
senting him  as  a  rebel.  The  count,  undeserv- 
edly condemned,  invited  the  Vandals  out  of 
Spain  into  Africa,  where,  under  the  conduct  of 

VOL.  n.  r  r 
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their  king  Genseric^  they  laid  waste  the  coun- 
try  with  fire  and  sword.     This  general,  being 
remstated  in  his  employments^  attempted  to 
prevail  on  the  barbarians  to  retire ;   and,  on 
their  refusal,  took  arms  against  them,  but  wa» 
beaten.     Except  Cirtha  and  Carthage,  the  Ro^ 
mans  retained  no  possessions  in  Africa,  which 
the  Vandals  with  mipuuity  made  the  scene  of 
their  cruelty. 
4S1.         Boniface  enjoyed  the  favour  of  Placidia,  who 
^■^    was  arbitress  of  the  government,  and  beheld 
Aetius  with  an  evil  eye.   However,  this  general 
prevented  the  effects  of  their  hatred,  by  raisine 
the  standard  of  revolt ;  and,  though  defeated 
by  his  rival,  gave  him  in  the  battle  a  wound  of 
which  he  died  in  a  short  time*    Measures  be^ 
ing  taken  to  arrest  him,  he  took  the  road  to 
P&nnonia,  in  order  to  implore  the  assistance  of 
the  Huns ;  upon  which,  tne  court  being  struck 
with  a  panic,  Placidia  recalled  him,  and  re- 
stored him  to  all  his  dignities,  with  the  addi- 
tion of  that  of  patrician.     Such  is  the  pimish- 
ment  of  revolt  in  a  tottering  ill  governed  state. 
Gaul,  which  was  exposed  a  prey  to  the  avarice 
of  the  magistrates,  as  well  as  to  the  arms  of 
the  barbanans,  sufiered  incessantly  new  mis- 
fortunes.    The  peasants,  under  the  name  of 
Bagaudie,  rose  in  arms,  and  ravaged  tlie  coun- 
try with  all  the  fury  of  wild  beasts.     The  Vi- 
sigoths broke  the  treaty  concluded  with  the 
Romans,  and  laid  sieee  to  Narbonne,  which  was 
^^  p^,,^  successfully  defended  by  the  auxiliary  Huns. 
•jjbBA   Clodion,  kmg  of  the  Francs,  seized  uuon  Cam- 
fa  Omi  bsay,  Touniay,  and  Amiens,  in  438,  wiiich  were 
~^^  ceded  to  him  because  he  could  not  be  driven 
out.    Treves  was  a  fourth  time  phmdcred  by 
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the  Francs,  who  likewise  made  themselves  mas^ 
ters  of  Colore.  Genseric  remained  in  peace- 
able possession  of  the  best  part  of  Africa, 
where  he  displayed  the  most  fervent  zeal  for 
Arianism.  The  Suevi  subdued  Boetica,  and 
the  other  countries  of  Spain  which  were  aban- 
doned by  the  Vandals,  In  a  word,  nothing 
was  to  be  seen  in  every  quarter  but  massacres, 
revolutions,  and  dismemberments  of  the  em- 
pire, the  particulars  of  which  would  tire,  with- 
out instructing,  the  reader. 

In  the  East,  new  theological  (juarrels  were    Hemy 
fomented  by  Theodosius.     Nestonus,  bishop  of  N«2lriafc 
Constantinople,  taught  that  there  were  two  per- 
sons, as  well  as  two  natures,  in  Jesus  Christ ; 
and  that  Mary  was  not  the  mother  of  God,  but 
the  mother  of  Christ.     The  prelate,  who  had 
formerly  persecuted  the  heretics,   soon  drew 
UDon  himself,  by  this  subtile  heresy,  a  stonn 
wnich  overwhelmed  him.    Though  Pulcheria 
was  against  him,  he  was  favoured  by  the  em- 
peror.   The  general  council  of  Epnesus  was      *J"v. 
assembled  to  decide  the  Question,  at  which  St       of 
Cyril  of  Alexandria  presiaed ;  and  the  heresi-  ^i**«^ 
arch  was  condemned  and  deposed  at  the  first 
meeting.      Cyril  and  the  bishop  of  Ephesus 
were  in  their  turn  deposed  in  a  packed  assem- 
bly, held  by  John  of  Antioch,  which  the  bi- 
shops had  refused  to  attend.    Mens  minds  were 
more  and  more  inflamed.    At  last  Theodosius 
approved  the  judgment  of  the   council,  and 
Mestorius  was  banished  ;  but  Nestorianism  was 
not  destroyed.    It  still  subsists  in  several  coun* 
tries  of  the  East. 

In  435,  the  emperor  ordered  the  books  of  gj*-. 
the  Nestorians  to  oe  publicly  burnt,  and  pro-      *"**** 
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hibited,  under  pain  of  confiscation  of  goods^ 
the  granting  to  these  innovators  any  place  for 
holdmg  an  assembly ;  and,  in  cases  of  obsti- 
nacy  a&rwards,  added  the  punishment  of  death. 
The  bishops  and  clerks,  infected  with  that  er* 
ror,  were  driven  from  their  churches,  and  the 
laymen  anathematized.  It  was  not  remember- 
ed that  the  progress  of  Arianism  bad  been  in* 
creased  by  such  rigorous  measures.  £xpe- 
rience  proved,  and  it  is  now  universally  agreed, 
that  the  church  would  have  been  better  served 
with  more  moderation. 

The  devotion  of  Theodosius  dictated  to  him 
a  law  by  which  the  possessions  of  ecclesiastics 
and  monks,  who  died  without  heirs,  were  be- 
stowed upon  the  churches  or  monasteries :  be- 
fore that  time,  they  had  escheated  to  the  trea- 
sury. We  may  ol]^r\'e  that  the  monks,  lon£ 
after  this,  retained  the  use  and  property  ot 
their  goods. 

Though  few  men  were  less  capable  than 
Theodo»us  LI.  of  supporting  the  character  of  a 
legislator,  yet  he  put  in  execution  a  plan  of 
legislation  which  deserves  our  attention  a  few 
moments.  Jurisprudence  was  embarrassed  and 
disgraced  by  numberless  laws,  among  which 
were  found  many  contradictory  or  absurd.  He 
therefore  caused  a  code  to  be  composed,  con- 
taining only  the  laws  of  the  Christian  empe- 
rors, edicts,  rescripts,  ordinances,  acts  and  de- 
crees of  the  council,  &c. ;  and,  when  he  pub- 
lished it,  declared  that  the  empire  should  be 
bound  only  by  these  statutes.  Valentinian  III. 
established  this  code  in  the  West;  and  the 
laws  afterwards  added  to  it  were  called  JVo- 
velbp. 
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The  critics  have  remarked  great  imperfec-  Banaria 
tions  in  that  collection;-  a  ^eat  numoer  of  tiui**^ 
mutilated,  ohscure,  ill  chosen,  ill  arranged  laws, 
and  some  hearing  marks  of  superstition.  How- 
ever,  so  far  as  it  goes,  they  judge  it  preferahle 
to  that  which  Justinian  substituted  in  its  room. 
It  is  remarkable  that  the  Theodosian  code  sub- 
sisted only  fourscore  and  ten  years  in  the  East ; 
whereas  in  the  West  it  continued  after  the  de- 
struction of  the  empire.  It  was  adopted  by 
the  Visigoths,  but,  in  the  agjes  of  ignorance, 
fell  into  desuetude.  In  the  sixteenth  century 
it  was  revived ;  and  Jacques  CJodefroy ,  a  lawyer 
of  Paris,  enriched  it  witn  a  commentary  which 
is  greatly  esteemed. 

The  emperor,  soon  after  the  publication  of 
his  code,  abrogated  a  pernicious  law  of  Con- 
atantine,  which  prohibited  the  land-holders  of 
Asia  to  dispose  of  their  estates  even  by  will, 
unless  they  had  a  house  in  Constantinople.  The 
capitals  increase  but  too  much  without  taking 
such  odious  methods. 

It  is  amazing  that  a  devout  prince  should  /;;JT  ■■ 
facilitate  divorces,  which  Constantine  and  Ho-  dirorcM. 
norius  had  rendered  more  difficult  than  for- 
merly. Yet  he  abolished  their  laws  on  that 
subject  as  too  severe,  restoring  the  authority 
of  the  ancient  Roman  statutes,  and  the  deci- 
sions of  the  ancient  lawyers.  We  shall  see 
the  custom  of  divorces  continue  a  long  time 
after  this. 

When  Theodosius  made  this  last  law,  he  was    FiMiimis 
probably  tainted  with  the  passion  of  jealousy,  of    Sl!!£ 
which  his  wife  soon  felt  the  effects.    From  his 
infancy  a  friendship  had  subsisted  between  him 
and  Paulinus,  one  of  the  principal  lords  of  the 
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wise  eutertaiiied  the  greatest  esteem  and  gmti- 
tnde  for  that  Dobkniaii,  wbo  had  coutrilmtpd  to 
her  rise,  was  food  oi  his  compain',  mide  liiai 
her  confidant,  and  prdked  bj  nis  adiioe  ;  but 
their  innocent  conespoodeace  appeared  a  crime 
in  die  eyes  of  die  emperor.  Famlinos  was  pot 
todeadibjhis  orders;  and  Eodoxia,  thinking 
herself  dishonoured,  obtained  leare  to  retiie 
to  Jemsalem.  Having  taken  widi  her  a  priest 
and  a  deacon,  these  men  again  awakened  the 
so^icions  of  her  husband ;  and  count  Satur^ 
ninus,  to  whom  his  cruel  revenge  was  intrust* 
ed,  put  them  to  an  ignominious  death  without 
form  of  trial 

The  ^npress,  no  longer  able  to  restrain  her 
rage,  caused  Satuminus  to  be  assassinated  ; 
upon  which  die  was  deprived  of  her  attendants, 
and,  being  reduced  to  the  rank  of  a  private 
person,  dedicated  the  remainder  of  her  life  to 
wodks  of  pietjr.  Cyrus,  a  native  of  Egypt,  a 
man  of  learmng,  and  a  good  poet,  woo  had 
risen  by  her  favour  to  the  rank  of  patrician, 
was  some  time  after  deprived  of  all  his  posses^ 
sions,  because  the  vanity  of  Theodosius  was 
hurt  by  the  acclamations  of  the  people  in  his 
praise.  The  eunuch  Chrysaphus  now  acquired 
an  unccmtrolled  influence  over  the  mind  of  the 
prince,  and  absolute  dominion  in  the  govern- 
ment. Even  Pulcheria  no  longer  retained  any 
credit  with  her  brother.  That  legislator  show-, 
ed  himself  an  object  of  hatred  and  contempt ; 
and  every  thing  was  transacted  according  to 
the  dictates  of  passion. 
^^^  In  the  mean  time,  the  barbarians  were  every 

piMk  day  gaining  grpund.    Carthage  was  taken  by 
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Genseric  ;  and  though,  when  he  undertook  his  *?■"!*" 

.  ^  .  ^  T.»         °i  ^  ^  !•        »  formidable 

Aincan  expedition,  he  was  not  master  ot  anavaipower 
3ingle  ship,  and  his  y0,ndal6  were  utterly  un-  *"  ^^^ 
acquainted  with  navigation,  by  a  prodigious  ef- 
fort of  genius  he  created  a  formidable  naval 
power,  with  which  he  had  already  carried  ter- 
ror and  desolation  into  Sicily.  The  eunuch 
Chrysaphus,  fancying  that  he  could  vanquish 
him  and  recover  his  conquests,  exhausted  the 
empire  in  equipping  a  fleet  of  eleven  hundred 
jsail.  But  Genseric  artfully  drew  him  into  a 
tedious  negociation,  in  the  course  of  which  the 
Roman  army  being  weakened,  and  Theodosius 
being  obliged  to  employ  his  forces  against  the 
Huns,  the  vandal  found  himself  in  a  condition 
to  prescribe  what  terms  he  pleased.  Accord- 
ingly, he  was  acknowledged  sovereign  of  A- 
frica ;  and  the  only  fruit  of  this  vast  armament 
i¥as,  that  the  barbarians  on  every  side  poured 
into  the  dominions  of  the  Romans,  while  they 
were  losing  time  and  wasting  their  strength  ii) 
d  fruitless  enterprise,  ^ 


CHAPTER  n. 

pONQUESTS  OF  THE  ^UNS  UNDER  ATTlUi.   END  07 
THE  REIGN  OF  THEODOSIUS  THE  YOUNGER. 

The  most  dreadful  of  the  barbarians  were  the  ^^^ 
Huns,  at  that  time  governed  by  Bleda  and  At-    Hmn, 
tila,  two  brothers  equal  in  authority,  and  rivals 
in  valour.    About  six  or  seven  years  before, 
tbey  had  obliged  Theodosius  to  make  a 


bnr  vfaich  he  bound  Imiiself  to 
tbr  deserters,  to  pay  ereiy  year  a  tri- 
aevea  faimdred  poiin^  weight  of  gold, 
aedbfe  of  die  aacient  tribute,  and  not  to 
Ae  enemies  c^  the  Hoos.  After  dui 
^  die  rvo  kings  bad  carried  their  anm 
ioco  Tuxirr.  and  ovemin  the  country  as  fiu 
as  die  borders  of  China ;  by  which  expedition 
in  a  iwvse  ctknate,  the  ferocity  of  theur  troops 
was  icxH  acsmected.  On  their  rctuni  to  £a- 
rcoe«  noR  ban^ty  and  enterprising  than  e¥er, 
aoia  aljed  with  oontempt  for  the  Romans,  whom 
diey  looked  upon  as  cowards,  they  bro^  the 
trearr  en  »«ne  fiivoloos  pretence,  crosied  the 
Dfcancbe.  kid  waste  Vpp^  Masia,  and  pene- 
trazed  to  Naissa;  after  which  they  invaded 
T^irace,  marking  their  way  with  piles  of  mia 
and  nx^cntains  c^'^ain.  A  new  treaty  ^ras  con* 
cloded.  but  it  only  procured  a  suspensicm  of 
arms  Kv  a  few  ^ears. 

Tbe  genius  ol  Attik  equalled  his  ambition ; 
an  aniul  pcditician  and  prudent  general,  not* 
wiihstanding  his  ardent  courage,  he  had  form- 
ed the  most  boundless  plans  of  conquest ;  had 
muideied  his  brother  Bleda,  that  he  mi^t  en- 
ioT  undivided  dominion ;  and  subjected  to  his 
mvi^r  an  immense  extent  of  country,  from  the 
Baltic  on  one  side,  to  the  Eastern  Ocean  cm  the 
other.  He  had  received  ambassadors  from 
China ;  henuned  in  the  Roman  empire,  and 
threatened  to  destroy  it.  Though  destitute  of 
every  principle  of  reli^on,  he  knew  how  to 
turn  the  vulgar  superstition  to  his  own  advan- 
tage; and  pretended  to  have  been  miraculously 
Eut  in  poe^session  of  a  sword  formerly  adored 
y  the  Scythians  as  the  symbol  of  their  deit}\ 
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The  people  believed  his  enterprises  inspired  by 
the  God  of  battles,  and  this  opinion  heightened 
the  courage  and  ferocity  of  his  soldiers. 

Theodosius  having  conferred  upon  him  the  Appointad 
title  of  general  of  the  Romans,  he  accepted  it,    ^f^ 
but  at  the  same  time  declared,  that  he  still  re-  J**™"* 
served  the  liberty  of  carrying  on  war  against 
them,  if  they  did  not  act  in  a  manner  agree- 
able to  him  ;  and  that  kings  superior  not  only 
to  the  generals  of  the  empire,  out  to  the  em- 
perors themselves,  were  in  the  number  of  his 
slaves. 

Soon  after  Blyria,  Thrace,  Dacia,  and  Mcesia,    J^- 
suffered  new  ravages.  Threescore  and  ten  cities   tiim  to 
•were  stormed  by  the  Huns,  and  they  defeated  ^^~j2l«!* 
two  armies.    Peace  was  afterwards  purchased 
of  them  at  the  price  of  six  thousand  pounds 
weight  of  gold,  and  an  annual  tribute  of  a  third 
of  tnat  sum.    Money  could  not  be  collected 
but  by  oppression  and  violence.    The  tax-ga- 
therers in  some  respects  were  worse  than  the 
barbarians.     Opulent  families  fell  into  indi- 

Sence,  and  numbers  strangled  themselves  in 
espair,  or  famished  themselves  to  death. 
The  more  the  emperor  dreaded  and  courted  "• 
Attila,  the  more  despicable  he  rendered  himself. 
The  ambassadors  ot  the  Him  were  loaded  with 
presents ;  and  if  he  had  a  mind  to  enrich  any  of 
{lis  officers,  he  needed  only  send  them  to  Con- 
staninople.  His  pretensions  increased  in  pro- 
portion to  the  proofs  of  cowardice  given  by 
the  Romans ;  and  a  threatening  of  war  was 
sufficient  to  obtain  for  him  wmitever  he  de- 
manded. 

Treachery,  which  had  been  so  often  employ-  ^^ 
^  since  honour  and  virtue  had  lost  their  mflu- 
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attempts  hu  ^^^c^*  ^^  1^*  appeared  the  sole  resource  i^ainsf 
an  invincible  enemy.     Theodosius,  by  the  ad- 
vice of  Chrysaphus,  resolved  to  procure  his  as- 
sassination.   Immense  treasures  were  promised 
to  Edeco,  Attila's  envoy,  if  he  would  under* 
take  the  execution  of  this  black  conspiracy; 
to  which  he  consented  in  appearance,  and  set 
out  followed  by  an  embassy,  but,  en  his  return, 
revealed  the  secret  to  his  master.     Attila  dis- 
sembled, received  the  ambassadors  sitting*  on  a 
wooden  throne,  spoke  to  them  with  his   ordi- 
nary firmness,  but  treated  them  kindly  j  and,  in 
the  mean  time,  took  every  proper  method  to 
procure  irrefragable  evidence  of  the  treachery 
of  the  Romans. 
DeKriptkn      Priscus,  who  was  au  eyewitness,  has  given 
t^tab^t  an  account  of  this  embassy,  with  some  particu- 
*^!S5j^   lars,  which  will  serve  to  show  the  genius  of  this 
conqueror,  and  the  character  of  his  nation.  The 
king  gave  an  entertainment  to  his  whole  court, 
where  the  quests  were  served  in  gold  and  sil- 
ver plate  J  but  he  used  only  wooden  platters, 
and  tasted  only  of  a  single  dish.     Two  bards 
sung  his  victories,  whose  strains  animated  the 
youth  with  martial  enthusiasm,  while  the  old 
men  shed  tears  for  not  bein^  lon^r  able  to 
signalize  themselves  in  imitation  m  the  hero. 
The  entertainment  was  closed  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  two  buffoons ;  and,  amidst  the  peals  of 
laughter  which  they  excited,  the  king  still  pre- 
served his  gravity.     Nor  did  he  show  anj  plea- 
sure but  in  caressing  the  youngest  of  his  sons, 
who  was  the  peculiar  object  of  nis  tenderness. 
^"^^       As  soon  as  he  had  procured  clear  evidence 
tihe  en^eror  of  the  plot  formcd  agaiust  his  life,  he  sent  de- 
co^pt.  puties  to  Constantinople,  with  orders  to  deliver 
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this  message  to  the  emperor,  That  Attila  and 
Theodosius  were  of  a  race  equally  noble;  but  T/ieo- 
dosius  had  degraded  himself^  by  becoming  the  sleeve 
qfAttiUiy  to  whom  he  paid  tribute.  Tliat  he  was 
only  a  vile  perfidious  slave ^  because  he  traiterously 
attempted  to  murder  his  master;  and  Attila  par-- 
doned  Mm  only  on  condition  of  his  delivering  up  his 
eunuch^  that  lie  might  be  punished  according  to  his 
deserts.  These  thundering  reproaches  show 
more  greatness  than  victory  itself.  The  haugh- 
ty conqueror  suffered  himself  to  be  appeased 
by  submissions  and  presents,  and  the  worthless 
eunuch  preserved  his  arbitrary  power. 

Such  was  the  insensate  passion  of  the  Greeks  TimWsmf 
for  the  subtilties  and  disputes  of  theology,  not-  y„^. 
withstanding  the  perils  with  which  they  were 
environed,  that  a  new  heresy  on  the  mystery  of 
the  incarnation  started  up  to  throw  the  empire 
intp  fresh  confusion.  Nestorius,  while  he  com- 
bated Arianism,  had  imagined  that  two  natures 
in  Jesus  Christ  constituted  two  persons.  Euty- 
ches,  an  enthusiastic  monk,  while  he  vented  his 
fury  against  Nestorianism,  concluded  that  unity 
of  person  supposed  unity  of  nature,  and  that 
the  numanity  was  absorbed  in  the  divinity. 

The  all  powerful  eunuch,  and  consequently  F«Tomwiiiy 
the  emperor,  declared  in  his  favour.    A  council  empem 
of  a  hundred  and  thirty  bishops  held  at  Ephe-  qj^^Iiu- 
sus,  condemned  the  doctrine  of  two  natures  in 
one  person ;  but  their  votes  were  not  free.    An- 
athemas, depositions  and  banishments,  were  the 
fruits  of  the  sophisms  of  Euty  dies,  whose  heresy, 
though  condemned  in  the  council  of  Chalce- 
don  held  in  451,  has  still  numerous  followers  in 
the  East,  as  well  as  that  of  Nestorius.    Till  the 
fuio  of  th^  Greek  empire,  we  3haU  ses  th^ologi. 
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cal  disputes,  varied  under  every  fornix  produce 
intestine  quarrels  as  fatal  as  the  arms  of  the 
harbarians. 
450L  ^  Theodosius,  on  his  return  from  a  pilgrimage^ 
"*^  "*  died  after  a  reign  of  forty-two  years,  withmit 
deservin^any  other  title  than  that  of  CalHgrcg^ha^ 
because  he  excelled  in  forming  the  letters  of 
the  alphabet.  The  walls  of  Constantinoide, 
which  in  447  were  overthrown  by  a  dreaoful 
earthquake,  were  quickly  rebuilt ;  but  this  is 
attributed  to  the  ardor  exerted  by  the  blue  and 
green  factions,  by  which  the  people  vrere  divide 
ed  in  the  games  of  the  circus.  In  this  whim* 
steal  nation,  every  thing  bears  the  stamp  of 
frivolity  and  &naticism. 


VALENTINIAN  III-  EMPEROR  IN  THE 
WEST.    MARCIAN  IN  THE  EAST. 


Theodosits  the  younger  having  left  cmly  ooe 
daughter,  who  was  married  to  Valentinian,  the 
emperor  of  the  "SVest,  he  seemed  to  have  the 
rightful  claim  to  succeed ;  but  his  imbecility 
kept  him  inactive.  Pulcheria  seized  the  reins 
of  government,  and  prosecuted  Chrysaphus. 
After  that  eunuch  was  justly  condemnea,  he  was 
most  iniquitously  delivered  up  to  the  particular 
vengeance  of  a'  man  whose  father  he  had  as- 
sassniated  a  number  of  years  before.  As  the 
sovereign  authority  had  not  hitherto  been  in* 
trusted  to  a  single  woman,  she  cast  her  eyes  cm 
Marcian,  a  soldier  of  fortune,  whom  she  es- 
teemed, and  made  him  an  offer  of  her  hand. 
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Upon  condition  that  he  would  respect  her  vir- 
ginity, which  she  had  made  a  vow  to  preserve. 
Marcian,  who  was  then  fifty-eight  years  of  age, 
promised  what  she  required,  and,  having  been 
married  to  her,  was  immediately  crowned. 

This  prince  was  infirm,  but  bold,  zealous,  BxceUent 
and  vigilant.  He  greatly  respected  the  em-  ^^'rf^''* 
press,  and  applied  most  diligently  to  reform  J*™**" 
abuses,  setting  an  example  of  frugality  and  jus- 
tice. He  passed  some  laws  calculated  for  the 
relief  of  the  people ;  but  Otbgn^  dictated  by 
his  piety,  were  not  so  confonSi&ble  to  sound 
policy.  In  opposition  to  an  edict  of  Valenti- 
nian  I.,  which  declared  void  all  donations  made 
by  women  in  favour  of  clerks  and  monks,  he 
ordained  that  they  should  be  valid.  All  exer- 
cise of  Pagan  worship  was  forbidden  under 
pain  of  death ;  but  he  behaved  with  modera- 
tion to  the  heretics,  showing  favour  to  the  or- 
thodox, and  endeavoured  to  conciliate  the  dif- 
ferent parties.  He  was  instructed  by  pope  St 
Leo  and  Pulcheria. 

The  Western  empire,  where  Placidia  govern-    Law  of 
ed  in  the  name  of  her  son,  was  ready  to  fall  a  ^■^*u!J** 

Erey  to  the  barbarians  ;  and,  being  oppressed  '^^^LSl^ 
y  burdensome  taxes,  which  always  irritate    '^^''^^ 
the  minds  of  the  people,  they  were  inclined  to 
change  their  masters.     Valentinian  III.,  after 
having  a  long  time  promised  to  relieve  the  peo- 

Ele  of  the  provinces,  at  last  published  a  law, 
y  which  tne  debts  due  to  the  treasury  were 
remitted.  He  reproached  himself  with  having 
so  long  deferred  to  make  good  his  promises ; 
and  lamented  the  distress  of  the  people,  and 
the  oppressions  of  his  own  officers,  laying  down 
this  true  and  much  neglected  maxim,  Whatever 
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the  labourer  loses^  is  lost  to  the  prince  ;  the  praspe^ 
^ly  of  If^  prince  depending  upon  that  of  the  h^ 
bourer.    The  disgrace  of  a  bad  govemineiit  is 
to  make  a  display  of  excellent  maxims,  yet  to 
act  in  direct  opposition  to  them.     Valenfiniaa 
always  persisted  in  ruining  both  the  countiy 
and  cities  by  his  luxury,  While  his  stupid  indo- 
lence gave  every  opportunity  to  the  enemy  to 
continue   their  ravages.     Placidia   died,   and, 
though  she  had  her  faults,  every  thlDg*  grew 
worse  after  her^eath* 
TiieStfoDf     We  have  seen  that  the  Romans,  beiiur  no 
jS^  « longer  able  to  defend  Britain,  had  alr^^  a- 
^^   bandoned  it.    The  Britona  had  several  tunes 
in  vain  implored  their  assistance  against  the 
Picts  and  Scots ;  but  even  the  great  general, 
Aetius,  believing  that  he  could  not  comply 
with  their  wishes,  they  applied  to  the  Saxons^ 
settled  at  the  mouth  of  the  Elbe,  who,  with 
the  Angles,  very  soon  reduced  that  country 
which  they  came  to  deliver,  and  fdrmed  theur 
Heptarchy  upon  the  ruin  of  the  liberty  of  the 
islanders^     These  seven  kingdoms   remained 
distinct  till  they  were  united  by  Egbert,  the 
cotemporary  of  Charlemagne,  as  I  shall  have 
occasion  to  mention  in  the  Modem  History. 
GcBwrie       The  loss  of  one  fertile  province,  which,  by 
^JJJ^g^^its  distance,   prevented   the  same  advantages 
being  derived  from  it  as  formerly,  might  have 
been  endured ;  but  Attila  threatened  the  very 
heart  of  the  empire.     After  having  hesitated 
whether  he  should  attack  the  East  or  the  West, 
he  determined  a^inst  the  weakest,  which  had 
already  suffered  m  so  many  different  quarters^ 
Genseric   having  quarix^llcd  with   Theodoric, 
king  of  the  Visigoths,  and  being  desirous  to 
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embroil  his  affairs,  invited  the  king  of  the 
Huns  to  penetrate  into  Gaul,  who  very  easily 
found  a  pretence  for  making  the  invasion. 

Honoria,  the  daughter  of  the  empress  Pla-      The 
cidia,  who  was  made  a  nun,  carried  on  a  secret  ^S?e*iS^ 
correspondence  with  Attila;  and,  having  sent     ^*^ 
him  a  ring  as  a  pledge  of  her  resolution  to 
marry  him,  and  to  transmit  to  him  her  title  to 
the  crown,  he  sent  to  demand  this  princess,  and 
the  half  of  the  empire,  to  which  ne  supposed 
her  entitled.     Valentinian. answered,  that  Ho- 
noria  was  already  married,  and;%ttides,  she  had 
no  right  to  any  share  of  the  empire^  which  was    „^ 
settled  upon  tne  males.     By  negotiating  with 
the  Romans  and  Visigoths  at  the  same  time, 
Attila  concealed  his   intention  of  destroying 
both.     Besides  his  power,  he  knew  how  to  em- 
ploy the  address  of  a  skilful  politician. 

At  the  head  of  an  army  of  fave  hundred  thou-     isi. 
sand  men,  which  consisted  of  a  vast  number  of  r«fSlrf  by 
nations,  led  by  their  kings,  the  Gepidae,  Rugii,  theHuni. 
Turcilingi,  Ostrogoths,  and  others,  he  marched 
along  the  bank  of  the  Danube,  and  passed  the 
Bblne.     It  is  impossible  to  describe  the  dread- 
ful ravages  which  were  committed  in  Gaul  be- 
tween the  Rhine,  the  Seine,  the  Mame,  and 
the  Moselle.     All  these  countries  were  pillaged, 
the  towns  bumt,^and  the  fields  covered  with 
dead  bodies. 

The  general  Aetius  advanced  with  a  small  Aetiu« 
army  to  Aries,  and  fortunately  persuaded  the  n^^!^ 
king  of  the  Visigoths,  that  both  nations  were 
equally  involved  in  danger,  and  that  Attila  only 
endeavoured  to  divide,  on  purpose  to  destroy 
them.  Theodoric  joined  the  Romans ;  and  Me- 
roveus,  king  of  the  Franks,  with  the  Burgun- 


tfae  pbiaft  of  C 


with  eq«al  laBj«. 

at  IfeAt  woe  supposed  to  fasre  £d)m 
Jcirmodes  reckons  two  boodred 
filhr-two  tfaoomid.  Tbeodoric  w»  kill^ 
and  Attila,  being  in  danger,  ordered  dK  retreat 
to  be  ioonded. 

Accofdii^  to  die  custom  of  the  barlnrians, 
the  waggons  of  the  armj  formed  a  kind  of  ram* 
part  round  his  camp.  Attila  placed  bodies  €)i 
troops  on  all  sides  ;  and  the  enemr,  who  were 
exposed  to  a  shower  of  arrows,  resolved  to  re- 
duce him  by  (amine.  It  is  reported  of  him, 
that  he  caused  a  pile  to  be  erected  of  hcMse- 
saddles,  on  which  he  proposed  to  bum  him- 
self, if  he  was  reduced  to  despair :  but  Aetius, 
dreading  that  the  defeat  of  the  Huns  would  ren- 
der the  V  isigoths  and  Franks  too  powerful,  per- 
suaded the  leaders  of  these  nations  to  withdraw. 
Attila  immediately  retreated,  and,  thou^  pur- 
sued by  the  Romans,  reached  Pannoma,  and 
then  got  back  to  his  own  dominions.  Hie 
most  bloody  battle  that  ever  was  foueht,  and 
his  previous  losses,  for  he  was  not  at  all  sparing 
of  the  blood  of  his  troops,  had  in  a  great  mea* 
sure  destroyed  his  army. 

However,  the  Romans  had  scarce  begun  to 
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recruit,  when  he  poured  upon  Italy  with  fresh      452.  ■*' 


He 

waste 


forces,  spreading  an  universal  alarm.  Instead  of  j^^ 
defending  the  Alps,  iEtius  advised  Valentinian  ^v- 
to  fly,  and  proposed  to  set  the  example ;  but 
this  shameful  proposal  was  rejected.  The  em- 
peror, shut  up  in  Rome,  left  the  whole  country 
Deyond  the  Po  without  defence,  in  expecta- 
tion that  the  barbarians  would  be  satisfiea  with 
that  prey.  The  Huns  had  already  pillaged  the 
capital  of  the  VindeUci,  at  present  Augsburg  ; 
passed  the  Julian  Alps,  besieged  Aauileia,  and 
took  it  by  assault,  destroying  every  tning  in  Ve- 
netia  ana  Liguria.  Attila,  having  found  a  pic- 
ture at  Milan,  in  which  the  emperor  was  paint- 
ed, sitting  on  a  throne  of  gold,  with  a  multitude 
of  Huns  Tyin^  dead  at  his  feet,  caused  it  to  be 
defaced,  and  mmself  to  be  painted  sitting  upon 
a  throne,  with  the  emperor  standing  betbre 
him,  loaded  with  a  bag  of  gold,  which  he  was 
pouring  out  at  his  feet. 

Dunng  these  ravages,  the  inhabitants  of  Ve-     origiB 
netia  and  Emilia  fled  for  shelter  to  the  islands  ofVemc*. 
in  the  Gulf,  where  they  built  huts,  from  whence 
the  city  of  Venice  was  formed,  which  will  be- 
come famous  in  the  Modern  History. 

^tius,  having  procured  assistance  from  Mar-  AtttUtptm 
cian,  cut  in  pieces  some  detachments  of  Huns,  iS^uu 
whom  he  found  means  to  surprise  ;  but  these      *^ 
trifling  advantages  scarce  quieting  the  dread 
with  which  the  people  were  inspired,  Valenti- 
nian sent  to  Attila  to  sue  for  peace.     St  Leo,  a 
pontiflf,  who  was  equally  respectable  for  his  vir- 
tue and  abilities,  accompanied  by  two  other  de- 
puties, softened  the  heart  of  tliis  cruel  warrior. 
They  agreed  upon  a  truce,  and  consented  to 
pay  a  tribute.    The  conqueror  withdrew,  but 

VOL.  II.  G  G 


470  THK  BOSTCNIT 

tiureatened  to  retnm  into  Italy,  if  Honoris^  with 
all  that  heloDged  to  her,  was  not  sent  after  bim. 
Attilla  died  tne  following  year.  He  was  caQled 
the  Scourge  of  God.  The  Rimians  deserved  diat 
scourge. 

He  left  several  sons,  who,  by  their  dissensions, 
rained  his  vast  dcHninions,  which  is  the  common 
effect  of  conquests  too  £Eur  extended.  The  king 
of  the  Gepid!ae,  and  the  other  vassals,  following 
his  example,  revolted,  and  the  barbarians  were 
weakenea  by  bloody  wars.  They  formed  seve- 
ral settlements  in  Blyria,  jVIaesia,  Dacia,  the 
liesser  Scythia,  at  the  mouths  of  the  Danube, 
and  became  the  allies  of  that  empire  which 
they  were  tearing  in  pieces.  The  Ostrogoths, 
subjects  of  Attila,  were  the  greatest  gainers  by 
the  revolution.  Marcian  granted  them  all  Pan- 
nonia,  fix>m  Upper  Msesia  to  Noricum,  and 
from  Dalmatia  to  the  Danube.  We  shall  see 
them  ruling  nobly  in  Italy. 
y^^  Valentiman  suffered  no  less  from  his  own 
vices  than  from  the  arms  of  the  barbarians,  and, 
having  given  himself  up  to  stupid  indolence 
and  debauchery,  violated  the  wife  of  Maximus, 
a  man  of  rank  andpower,  who  vowed  vengeance 
for  this  affront,  ^tius  was  the  only  person  that 
could  save  the  prince  and  the  state ;  for  which 
reason,  Maximus,  by  means  of  Heraclius  the 
eunuch,  caused  him  to  be  suspected  of  rebelli- 
ous purposes,  and  the  emperor  killed  him  with 
his  own  hand.  He  afterwards  asked  one  of  his 
officers,  if  he  had  not  done  right  to  free  him- 
self ?  //  is  not  for  me  to  presume  to  judge  your 
actions^  replied  the  officer,  but  I  think  you  hccve 
cut  off  your  right  hand  with  your  lejl.  Though 
ambition  might  have  inspired  that  general  with 
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some  faults,  yet  it  was  soon  found  that  the  loss 
of  him  was  the  ruin  of  the  empire. 

Maximus  having  no  longer  any  obstruction,  ^^^/J*^ 
caused  the  emperor  to  be  assassinated,  and  him-  Miooeed^ 
self  to  be  proclaimed.  He  was  soon  overpower- 
ed by  the  weight  of  the  sovereign  autnority, 
and  every  thin^  disgusted  and  terrified  him .  His 
reign  necessarily  passed  like  a  dream.  He  had 
compelled  Eudoxia,  the  widow  of  Valentinian, 
to  marry  him,  and,  to  win  her  affections,  pro- 
tested that  love  was  the  cause  of  his  offence. 
The  princess  shuddered  with  indignation,  and 
secretly  invited  Genseric  to  come  and  deliver 
her,  promising  to  lead  him  by  the  hand  into 
Rome. 

The  king  of  the  Vandals  embarked  his  forces,     tk  k 
and  Maximus  was  assassinated  in  attempting  to  "HS^^^ 
fly.    Genseric  arrived,  and  Rome  was  given  up  ',^2^^ 
to  be  pillaged.   He  carried  off  immense  riches ; 
the  sacred  vessels,  which  had  been  religiously 
respected  by  Alaric ;  one  half  of  the  valuable 
covering  of  the  temple  of  Jupiter  Capitolinus, 
which  was  of  gilded  bronze ;  an  infinite  num- 
ber of  statues ;  and  a  great  many  illustrious 
captives,  among  whom  was  Eudoxia  herself, 
and  her  two  daughters.     Marcian  claimed  the 
princesses,  but  was  refused ;  for  Genseric  did 
not  even  respect  the  empire  of  Constantinople. 

Maximus  reigned  only  three  months.    Avitus,   AritM 
of  Gaulish  origin,  greatly  esteemed  as  an  indi-  *r^3JS?* 
vidual,  assumea  the  purple,  and  reigned  scarce-     ud 
ly  one  year.  Count  Kicimer,  the  son  of  a  prince  ^*^tjf^ 
of  the  Suevi,  despised  this  new  emperor,  who  ^"^ 
made  himseljf  contemptible  by  his  irregulari- 
ties, and,  having  stirred  up  a  sedition  against 
him,  attacked  him  in  the  neighbourhood   of 
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Placentia,  where  he  took  him  prisoner,  aftd 
caused  him  to  be  consecrated  a  bishop.  This 
was  a  common  method  of  pvmishing  those  that 
were  dethroned,  or  of  rendering  them  incapable 
of  new  attempts.  The  custom  which  was  esta- 
bUshed  afterwards  by  the  barbarians  of  making 
them  turn  monks,  seems  better ;  it  did  not  ex- 
pose the  office  of  bishop  to  contempt.  Avitus^ 
afraid  of  being  put  to  death,  tried  to  save 
himself  by  flying  to  his  own  country,  but  died 
upon  the  road.  The  throne  continued  vacant 
several  months.  Could  it  be  aimed  at  by  any 
reasonable  degree  of  ambition  ? 

From  the  time  of  Theodosius,  Marcian, 
Deifths'of  though  too  ignorant  to  escape  errors,-. was  the 
*Jj^J^  only  person  who  seemed  worthy  of  the  sove- 
reign power.  He  died  in  the  seventh  year  of 
his  reign.  Pulcheria  having  died  foiur  years  be- 
fore him,  the  Greek  church  instituted  a  festival 
in  honour  of  them. 

The  general  council  of  Chalcedon,  which  was 
assembled  in  451,  by  the  zeal  of  Marcian  and 
Pulcheria,  having  condemned  the  doctrine  of 
Eutyches,  made  some  regulations  which  it  is  of 
importance  to  mention  in  this  place.  By  them 
the  monks  were  subjected  to  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  ordinary,  and  prohibited  from  intermeddling 
in  affiiirs,  either  ecclesiastic  or  secular,  without 
the  express  orders  of  the  bishop,  in  cases  of  ne- 
cessity. The  clergy  were  prohibited  from  being 
translated  to  one  church  from  another,  under 
pain  of  excommunication.  They  fixed  the  rank 
of  the  see  of  Constantinople  next  to  Rome. 
The  Greeks  wished  afterwards  that  the  two 
sees  should  be  perfectly  equal,  since  Constanti- 
nople was  the  capital  of  the  East,  as  Rome  was 
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df  the  West.  Saint  Leo  constantly  rejected  this 
.decree,  and  maintained,  that  Alexandria  and 
Aatioch  ought  to  preserve  the  preeminence* 
jSince  that  council,  the  title  of  patriarchal  has 
been  given  to  the  churches  of  Rome,  Alex- 
andria, Antioch,  Constantinople,  and  Jerusa- 
lem. 

Valentinian  III.  on  account  of  Saint  Hilary  lmt  of 
of  Aries,  who  had  been  condemned  by  Saint  v*""^^ 
Leo,  made  a  decree  in  446,  prohibiting  all  hi-  J^^"" 
fihops  from  making  any  innovations  without  ^^^"^^^ 
the  authority  of  the  pope ;  likewise  declaring, 
that  all  ordinances  ot  the  see  of  Rome  should 
be  a  law  to  all  other  bishops  ;  and  also,  that  if 
any  prelate,  summoned  by  the  bishop  of  Rome, 
rerused  to  appear  before  nis  tribunal,  he  should 
be  compelled  by  the  ^vemor  of  the  province. 
By  procuring  this  edict,  Leo  greatly  increased 
his  authority.  Appeals  to  Rome  were  unknown 
before  the  council  of  Sardis  in  347 ;  and  that 
council  only  decreed,  that  if  a  bishop,  who  w^ 
condemned,  desired  a  new  trial  before  the  coun- 
cil, they  who  examined  the  case  should  apply 
to  the  oishop  of  Rome,  who  would  appoint 
judges,  if  he  saw  reason,  for  renewing  the  trial. 
^The  greater  credit  the  popes  acquired,  the 
more  it  was  to  be  expected  they  would  extend 
their  prerogative.  They  were  not  all  so  deserv^ 
ing  as  Leo, 

in  452,  the  same  emperor,  tired  with  num-  OAerkwt. 
berless  complaints  against  the  sentences  of  the 
bishops,  prohibited  the  clergy  from  meddling 
in  any  causes  but  those  of  religion ;  neverthe* 
less  allowing  bishops  to  be  chosen  as  arbiters, 
if  agreeable  to  both  parties ;  but  declaring,  that 
9  pl^iin^t  of  the  laity  might  prosecute  a  cler* 
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gyman  before  secular  judges  in  all  civil  or  cri 
minal  matters.  Baronius  taxes  this  law  with  im 
piety,  as  if  Jesus  Christ  had  come  to  withdraw 
a  considerable  part  of  the  people  from  the  au 
thoritjr  of  the  laws.  It  is  very  extraordinary  t 
find  men  judging  of  things,  not  from  their  na 
ture,  but  from  what  they  happen  to  be  acciden 
tally  against  their  nature. 

Valentinian,  by  a  very  severe  law,  forbadt 
the  destruction  of  tombs,  into  which  avarice 
on  pretence  of  driving  out  idolatry,  went  ii 
search  of  treasures. 


« 
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SUCCESSORS  OF  VALENTINIAN  IIL  AND 
MARCIAN  TO  ANASTASIUS. 


CHAPTER  I. 

TO  THE  ESTABLISHMENT  OF  THE  KINGDOM  OF 

ITALY  BY  ODOACER. 

SiSTORY  becomes  more  obscure  and  less  in-    hmj_ 
teresting,  in  proportion  as  the  ravages  of  the  'J*^?™?' 
barbarians    increase,    and   morals,    nmnanity,  '"*"***^' 
science,  and  reason,  disappear  under  the  ruins 
of  the  empire.    It  is  therefore  sufficient  to  have 
a  general  idea  of  the  principal  facts.     A  detail 
of  particulars  would  be  equally  useless  and  tire- 
some.  What  does  not  deserve  to  be  known,  de- 
serves as  little  to  be  written. 

Aspar,  general  of  the  troops  of  the  East,  an      The 
Alan  oy  birth,  and  a  zealous  Arian,  was  desir-    S^ 
ous  of  reigning  under  the  name  of  another,  as    ^J^ 
he  despaired  of  uniting  the  suffrages  in  his  oftbeEMt. 
own  favour.     He  therefore  caused  the  election      **^* 
to  fall  upon  Leo,  who  was  only  a  tribune ;  and 
the  new  emperor  was  crowned  by  the  patriarch 
of  Constantinople.  This  was  the  first  sovereign 
crowned  by  a  bishop.     Leo  had  promised  the 

Seneml  to  make  one  of  his  children  Caesar,  and 
id  not  execute  his  promise.   Does  it  become  an 
emperor^  said  Aspar  one  day  to  him,  to  break  hk 
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-uord  ?     It  becomes  him  still  less^  replied  Leo,  to 
be  dictated  to  tike  a  stone. 

In  the  West,  Ricimer  having'  dethroned  A- 
virus,  likewise  created  an  emperor,  whcxn  he 
dattered  himself  with  the  hopes  of  governing; 
and  was  in  like  manner  mistaken  in  tiis  cboioe. 
Majorianus  was  no  sooner  proclaimed,  than  he 
showed  himself  capahle  of  governing.  He  he 
gan  with  enacting  laws  for  tne  re-establishment 
of  good  order,  cancelled  all  debts  due  to  the 
treasury ;  and  ordered  that  the  taxes  should 
be  raised  bv  the  governors  of  the  provinces, 
instead  of  tlie  officers  of  the  exchequer,  whose 
exactions  were  more  oppressive  thain  the  taxes 
themselves. 

The  monasteries  being  converted  into  prisong, 
where  many  parents,  actuated  by  motives  of 
avarice  or  ambition,  shut  up  their  daughten 
from  their  infancy,  though  their  disposition 
often  rendered  them  entirely  unfit  for  a  religi- 
ous life,  he  prohibited  the  veil  from  being 
given  till  the  age  of  fort^-,  and  condemned  the 
parents  to  forteit  a  third  of  their  property  if 
they  committed  this  violence,  to  which  he  gives 
the  name  of  parricide.  A  similar  regulaticm 
was  made  by  pope  Leo.  But  this  law  of  Ma- 
jorianus  was  abrogated  bv  his  successor,  as  well 
as  another,  by  which  afl  widows  under  forty 
were  obliged  to  marry  again  within  five  years, 
under  penalty  of  forfeiting  half  their  property 
to  their  heirs  at  law.  The  first  law  concerning 
monasteries  has  at  different  times  been  at- 
tempted to  be  put  in  force,  but  it  has  been 
prevented  by  numberless  obstacles. 
'^^jjj^^  The  empire  stood  in  need  of  a  warlike  prince 
ia*SwL  still  more  than  of  a  legislator ;  for,  amicbt  the 
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convulsions  raised  in  it  by  the  barbarians,  the 
laws  were  without  vigour.  The  Vandals  and 
Moors  having  made  an  attack  upon  the  coasts 
of  Campania,  were  defeated  at  Sinuessa,  and 
Majorianus  resolved  to  carry  the  war  into  their 
coimtry  ;  but  it  was  necessary  first  to  re-esta- 
blish  tranquillity  in  Gaul,  where  Theodoric  IL 
king"  of  the  Visigoths,  stirred  up  the  difierent 
nations,  atflbcked  the  centre  of  the  provinces, 
and  even  made  himself  master  of  Lyons.  Egi- 
dius,  who,  by  a  kind  of  miracle,  united  the  dig- 
nity of  king  of  the  Francs  to  the  office  of 
general  of  the  Romans,  gained  considerable  ad- 
vantages over  Theodoric.  Some  time  after  the 
emperor  arrived,  and  after  defeating  the  Visi- 
gotns,  concluded  a  treaty,  by  whicn  they  en- 
gaged to  succour  him  against  the  Vandals.  He 
afterwards  passed  the  Pyrenees,  with  a  resolur 
tion  to  embark  at  Carthagena.  But  Genseric 
having  a  secret  correspondence  on  board  the 
fleet,  found  means  to  destroy  it  j  and  the  expe- 
dition being  no  longer  possible,  peace  was  con- 
cluded, which,  however,  the  Vandals  did  not 
long  observe. 

Ricimer,  dissatisfied  with  an  emperor  who      46i. 
would  not  suffer  himself  to  be  governed,  form-  JSnd^ 
ed  a  plot  against  his  life,  of  which  Majorianus  w^jprMa"- 
fell  a  victim,  and  Ricimer  set  up  in  his  room 
one  Severus,  but  who  he  was  is  not  known,  his 
name  being  but  once  mentioned  in  history. 
Four  years  after,  this  phantom  having  disap- 
peared, we  know  not  now,  he  governed  the 
state  with  absolute  authority  during  a  year  and 
a  half.     We  shall  omit  several  wars  of  the  bar- 
barians with  each  other,  or  with  the  Romans, 
because  they  present  us  with  nothing  interest- 
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ing.  It  is  sufficient  to  remark,  that  E^diiis 
having  hecome  odious  on  account  of  his  ty- 
ranny, was  driven  out  by  the  Francs,  and  Chil- 
deric,  whose  crown  had  been  conferred  upoa 
him,  was  restored. 
407.         However  low  the  Romans  were  sunk,  thej 

^^^^  could  no  longer  bear  the  tyranny  of  a  Suevian, 
and  therefore  applied  to  Leo  for  an  emperor, 
who  sent  them  Anthemius,  granihon  of  him 
that  governed  under  Theodosius  the  younger. 
Count  Ricimer  married  one  of  his  daup^hters, 
and  left  him  the  name  of  emperor,  till  he  had 
a  reason  for  divesting  him  of  it. 

ifanmof  Lco,  like  thosc  weak  princes  to  whom  the 
decay  of  the  empire  is  to  be  ascribed,  was  de- 
ficient in  genius  and  political  skill.  It  is  true, 
one  of  his  laws  con  tarns  this  admirable  maxim. 
Justice  being  the  noblest  prerogative  of  sovereign 
majesty^  princes  ought  not  to  think  themselves  in-- 
dulged  in  greater  latitude  than  private  persons. 
But  for  a  long  time  people  contented  them- 
selves with  fine  maxims,  without  joining  to 
them  what  is  most  essential,  a  just  and  prudent 
conduct.  Leo  commanded  every  person  to  be 
baptized,  under  pain  of  banishment,  and  made 
it  capital  to  relapse  into  idolatry  after  the  per- 
formance of  the  ceremony.  Can  Christians 
then  be  made  by  a  forced  baptism  ?  It  is  the 
peculiar  character  of  the  true  religion  not  to  con^ 
strain^  but  persuade.  *  In  a  word,  the  emperor 
built  churches,  but  he  could  not  govern. 
Hk         Seeing  that  the  fleets  of  Genseric  insulted 


,jp,i^    Greece,  he  exhausted  himself  in  making  pre- 
parations against  this  formidable  enemy.    The 
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armament  cost  him  130,000  lib.  of  gold ;  and  be 
gave  the  command  of  it  to  Basiliscus,  his  brother- 
m-law,  a  man  equally  destitute  of  courage  and  a- 
bilities,  who  suffered  himself  to  be  corrupted  by 
the  promises  of  the  Arians,  and  the  money  of  the 
barbarians.  The  fleet  was  burnt  near  Carthage, 
the  Romans  cut  in  pieces,  and  Genseric  reaped 
the  peaceable  fruits  of  his  triumph  during  the 
remaindei4bf  his  reign,  without  any  person 
daring  to  attack  him.  The  barbarians  had 
founded  their  power  hy  war.  They  knew  how 
to  support  it  by  an  union  of  policy  with  force. 

After  this  disaster,  Leo  suspected  every  thing,  hm  fruits 
and  sought  a  support  from  the  Isaurians,  a  *«'''*■* 
nation  of  mountaineers,  who  subsisted  by  plvm* 
der,  and  had  often  ravaged  the  provinces  of 
Asia.  For  this  purpose  he  drew  to  court  Zeno, 
a  man  distinguished  among  them  for  his  birth, 
but  void  of  every  species  of  merit,  whom  he 
made  his  son-in-law,  ^neral  of  the  army,  and 
afterwards  consul.  These  honours  exciting  the 
jealousy  of  the  haughty  Aspar,  Zeno,  in  a  short 
time,  fled  to  Sardica,  to  escape  a  conspiracy. 
Aspar  pressing  the  emperor  to  give  one  of  his 
sons  the  quality  of  Caesar,  as  he  had  engaged 
when  he  assumed  the  diadem,  Leo  was  forced 
to  yield,  and  decided  in  favour  of  Patricius, 
the  youngest.  After  this,  he  rendered  his  go- 
vernment more  contemptible  and  odious,  by 
causing  Aspar  and  the  eldest  of  his  sons  to  be 
massacred,  and  Patricius  with  difliculty  escaped, 
covered  with  wounds. 

Ricimer,  dreading  to  suffer  the  same  fate  at  «J2*- 
Rome  that  Aspar  had  done  at  Constantinople,    6mJL^ 
took  up  arms  against  the  emperor  Anthemius,    ^^^*«^™«'» 
when  lico  sent  Olybrius  to  reconcile  them;  but 
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this  man,  instead  of  fdlfiUin^  hb  o  ^ 

suffering  himself  to  be  proclaimed  by  the  re- 
bels,  Ricimer  gained  a  l^ittle,  took  tlie  citj  of 
Rome,  abandoned  it  to  pillage,  and,  after 
ing  Anthemius  to  be  murdered  in  ~ 
died  in  a  short  time  of  a  violent  distemper. 
He  had  four  times  disposed  of  the  empire, 
treating  the  sovereigns  hke  slaves,  whose  dis- 
obedience he  looked  upon  as  a  c^jffital  crime. 
Olybrius  scarce  survived   him  three   months, 
and  was  succeeded  by  Glycerius,  who  is  only 
known  by  name.     The  empire  of  the  West  was 
confined  to  Italy,  Dalmatia,  and  a  small  part  of 
Gaul ;  and  the  Ostrogoths,  who  were  settled  in 
Pannonia,  still  threatened  it  with  new  dismem^ 
berments.     At  last  Glycerius  was  dethroned  by 
Nepos,  an  officer  of  the  Eastern  emperor,  and 
became  bishop  of  Salona. 
475.         In  the  mean  time  Leo  died,  leaving  a  son  of 
ni^  the  same  name,  who  did  not  long  survive  him, 
"^^    and  bequeathed  the  empire  to  Zeno.     This 
barbarian,  stained  with  mfamy,  pillaging  his 
subjects,  and  afiecting  a  ridiculous  devotion, 
made  himself  odious  even  to  his  mother-in-law, 
to  whom  he  was  indebted  for  his  fortune.     A 
conspiracy    was  immediately   formed   against 
him,  when  the  dastardly  Basiliscus  was  set  upon 
the  throne,  and  the  dastardly  Zeno  fled  to  the 
mountains  of  Isauria.     Two  years  after  he  was 
restored ;  and  though  he  swore  to  preserve  the 

j  fife  of  Basiliscus  and  his  children,  he  thought 

that  he  did  not  perjure  himself  by  ordenng 
them  to  be  starved  to  death.     477. 

i  ^-^        Thus,  disorder  and  confusion  reigned  in  both 

ig^o^^  empires.    But  the  Western  was  on  the  verge 
^gH^    of  ruin^     Suric,  king  of  the  Visigoths,  h^ 


OF   THC  &OHANS.  481 

subdued  all  Spain,  except  Galicia,  where  the 
Suevi  maintained  themselves ;  and  he  wanted 
only  Auvergne  to  be  master  of  all  the  southern 
part  of  Gauly  as  far  as  the  Rhone,  which  Ne- 
DOS  was  constrained  to  cede  to  him  in  474. 
The  emperor  being  desirous  of  securing  the 
rest  of  Gaul,  commanded  the  patrician  Orestes 
to  march  thither  with  an  army.  This  officer, 
who  had  Iprmerly  been  secretary  to  Attila,  col- 
lected a  body  of  troops,  and,  forming  a  design 
of  dethroning  the  emperor,  marched  to  Raven- 
na, which  Nepos  quitted  by  flight,  and  Orestes 
raised  to  the  throne  his  own  son  Romulus,  sur- 
named  Augustus,  commonly  called  Augustulus, 
on  accoimt  of  his  youth,  or  from  contempt  for 
his  person.  In  him  will  end  the  empire  of  the 
West. 


CHAPTER  II. 

ODOAC£R    DESTROYS    THE   EMPIRE    OF    THE   WEST. 
IS  DETHRONED  BT  THEODORIC. 

Odoacer,  whose  original  is  unknown,  at  the      4^^ 
head  of  several  tribes  of  barbarians,  particu-  Co^irt 
larly  the  Heruli,  who  came  from  Prussia,  made    itdyby 
his  way  into  Italy,  with  a  view  to  establish   ^^******^* 
himself  there.     It  is  pretended  that  his  army, 
beinff  in  the  pay  of  the  empire,  demanded  one 
third  of  the  lanas  as  a  just  recompense  for  their 
services ;  and,  dis^sted  at  the  refusal  of  Ores- 
tes, chose  for  their  leader  Odoacer,  a  private 
soldier  in  the  imperial  guards,  a  man  of  low 
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birth,  but  designed  by  nature  far  great  actions^ 
This   general  attacked  Pavia,   where  Oi^estes 
had  shut  himself  up,  and,  after  having*  taken 
the  place  by  assault,  and  cut  off  that  patrician's 
head,  flew  to  Bavenna,  gave  Augustulus  his 
life,  who  had  voluntarily  quitted  the  purple, 
and,  confining  him  in  a  castle,  with  a  consider- 
able pension,  subdued  all  Italy,  of  which  he 
styled  himself  king.     Genseric  ceded  to   him 
the  island  of  Sicily,  except  the  city  Liilybaeuniy 
with  a  reservation  of  the  rights  of  sovereignty, 
and  an  annual  tribute.     An  able   conqueror 
only  needed  to  appear.     This  sudden  revolu- 
tion was  become  unavoidable. 
ObKnmtioD     Such  was  the  end  of  the  Western  empire  1229 
*°oShf"  years  after  the  building  of  Rome.     *  Rome,  * 
vnfin.  gays  Moutesquicu,  *  rose  to  a  great  height  of 
power,  because  she  had  waged  only  successive 
wars ;  each  nation,  by  an  inconceivable   good 
fortune,  attacking  her  only  after  another  had 
been  ruined  ;  but  she  was  destroyed,  because 
all  the  nations  attacked  her  at  once,  and  broke 
in  upon  her  from  all  quartei-s. '     We  have  ob- 
served, in  many  parts  of  this  work,  the  par- 
ticular causes  which  at  a  distance  prepared  its 
fall. 
odoMcr       The  people  gained  by  their  change  of  mas- 
«^JJJJ"  ter,  Odoacer  procuring  for   them  peace  and 
plenty.     He  retained  the  same  laws,  the  same 
offices,  the  form  of  the  government,  and  di- 
minished the  imposts.     Though  an  Arian,  he 
honoured  the  holy  bishops,  and  gave  the  Ca- 
tholics no  disturbance.      It  is  an  interesting 
sight  to  behold  the  barbarians  make  their  go- 
vernment beloved,  after  so  many  Romans  had 
reigned  like  barbai*ians  or  idiots.     The  con- 
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3ueror  was  even  political  enough  to  send  to 
leno  the  imperial  ornaments,  and  to  request 
the  dignity  of  patrician,  as  if  he  had  been 
chosen  by  the  senate  tb  defend  the  West ;  a 
method  highly  proper  for  gaining  the  hearts  of 
the  conquered  people.  The  emperor,  in  his 
answer  to  the  deputies  of  Odoacer,  desired 
them  to  have  recourse  to  Nepos,  the  lawful 
sovereign ;  and  yet  gave  Odoacer  the  title  of 
Patrician,  in  a  letter  which  he  wrote  to  him. 
This  was  doubtless  the  efiect  of  a  well-founded 
fear. 

This  mean-spirited  emperor,  as  well  hy  his  timUittd 
treachery  as  his  stupidity  and  weakness,  ^^^^"^  iiin^iij 
upon  himself  the  hatred  and  contempt  of  the 
Ostrogoths  who  were  settled  in  Pannonia  and 
Thrace ;  a  set  of  dangerous  confederates,  and 
constant  enemies  the  moment  they  could  find 
a  pretext  for  a  quarrel.  They  were  then  go- 
verned by  two  tings,  who  bore  the  common 
name  of  Theodoric ;  the  one  sumamed  the 
Squint-eyed,  the  other  Amalus.  The  latter 
was  a  young  prince  of  uncommon  merit,  whom 
we  shall  soon  see  master  and  legislator  of  Italy. 
He  had  been  brought  up  at  Constantinople, 
to  which  he  was  sent  as  a  iiostage  almost  from 
his  cradle ;  and,  on  account  of  his  fidelity, 
had  been  loaded  by  Zeno  with  the  highest 
honours,  the  rank  of  patrician,  the  title  of  ge- 
neral, and  even  of  the  emperor's  son  of  arms ; 
a  kind  of  adoption  by  which  the  father  and 
son  were  bound  mutually  to  assist  each  other 
in  war.  This  custom  of  the  barbarians  pro- 
bably gave  rise  to  the  ancient  military  chi- 
valry. 
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:«r:o:'?-*?'  ^  f ^mzL^irr  of  occtnoe,  to  whidi 
al:  r-?  ?^-:^>c>n?'  ?4»"jic  be  bccDC  lo  conftiniL 
JB.:  ^j:*-^  ::  irs5  s^-ciIt  ccc^oGaci  to  the  C»- 

i2r.*-.-c  coiu:*^:^.  ii>e  oniiodox  aimost  unaDi- 
Ei'i'-i*!;  txprt^^ed  &  vjokii:  di^^probatioiu  be- 
cs'j.?c  iJift  rrliitZc  d^Li^i  :o  prooaunce  od  mat- 
ter? ::  :.i-:r..  inc  ^eeiaeii  to  think  that  the  dc- 
if  o:"  :bc  council  of  Chalcedon  mi^t  be 


rtzdcrxni  i:;ort  •»  ^lid  by  his  conhmiation.     The 
qittTTVrl^  rhcrefc:^  continued,  and  still  with  the 


The  rt*t  of  Zeno'>  reign  is  only  a  continued 
series  of  confusion,  and  scenes  of  cniehy,  from 
\ihich  hun::inity  shrinks  with  horror.  His  mo- 
ther-in-law and  wife  having  conspired  the  de- 
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struction  of  HIus,  master  of  the  offices,  who 
had  raised  him  to  the  throne,  that  officer  rc<- 
•  -  ivolted,  and  gave  the  tide  of  emperor  to  Leon- 
tius ;  but  Theodoric  being  sent  against  the  re- 
bels, gained  a  complete  victory,  and  they  were 
beheaded.  The  kmg  of  the  Ostrogoths  after- 
wards defeated  the  Bulgarians,  a  nation  first 
settled  on  the  banks  of  the  Wolga,  from  whence 
they  removed  to  the  neighbournood  of  the  Da- 
nube. We  shall  find  them  make  a  great  figure 
in  the  sequel  of  this  history.  The  emperor 
soon  quarrelled  with  his  deliverer. 

Theodoric   having  taken   up   arms   against  Thtodone  ' 
him,  advanced  into  the  neighbourhood  ot  Con-  "^^^ 
stantinople,  which  he  threatened  with  a  siege,  «»2««* 
when  an  interview  was  proposed  to  him,  and     luar. 
he  demanded  permission  to  make  a  conquest  of 
Italy.     If  I  sticceedy  said  he  to  Zeno,  /  will  hold 
my  new  kingdom  of  you  ;  If  I  perish  in  tiie  at- 
tempt, you  will  be  freed  from  the  subsidy  which  you 
are  obUged  to  pay  us.    To  this  proposal  the  em- 
peror consented,  and  transferred  his  right  to 
Theodoric ;  a  cession  which  has  always  been 
looked  upon  by  the  Goths  as  absolute  and  per- 
petual, though  the  Romans  pretended  the  con- 
trary.  It  is  not  to  be  questioned  that  the  king- 
dom of  Italy,  though  really  independent,  yet, 
in  appearance,  acknowledged  the  sovereign^ 
of  the  Eastern  empire.     Before  Theodoric  fi- 
nished his  conquest,  Zeno,  by  a  miserable  death, 
put  an  end  to  a  reign  which  had  been  produc- 
tive of  nothing  but  mischief.  401. 

This  conqueror,  who  deserves  to  be  ranked  odiS!* 
among  the  greatest  monarchs,  followed  by  al- 
most his  whole  nation,  the  old  men,  women, 
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and  children,  accompanjii^  his  army,  after  de- 
feating the  Gepidse,  who  disputed  bis  passage, 
gained  a  victory  over  Odoacer  between  Aqui- 
leia  and  the  Julian  Alps,  another  at  Verona, 
and  a  third  on  the  banks  of  the  Addua,  Adda. 
Odoacer,  who  had  behaved  with  his  usual  cour- 
age, seeing  his  efforts  to  no  purpose,  shut  him- 
self up  in  Ravenna,  where  he  was  soon  invest- 
ed. The  siege  lasted  two  years  and  a  half, 
and,  the  port  being  shut,  the  inhabitants  were 
reduced  by  a  famine,  so  dreadful  as  to  oblige 
them  to  feed  upon  leather,  to  the  necessity  of 
surrendering  or  perishing. 
4M.^  A  negotiation  was  entered  into,  by  which 
'  Odoacer  yielded  Ravenna  and  all  Italy  to  Theo- 
doric,  reserving  to  himself  the  honours  of  roy- 
alty ;  but,  a  few  days  after,  the  victor  slew  him 
with  his  own  hand.  They  who  attempt  to  jus- 
tify Theodoric,  pretend  that  he  had  discovered 
a  plot  against  his  person;  but  unprejudiced  au- 
thors forbear  attempting  to  wash  off  the  stain 
of  this  black  treachery ;  which,  however,  was 
in  some  measure  compensated  by  a  reign  that 
will  be  memorable  through  all  ages.  In  the 
whole  history  of  the  emperors,  we  fand  few  mo> 
dels  of  government  so  perfect  as  that  of  Theo- 
doric ;  and  ttie  recital  of  some  particulars  of  it 
cannot  fail  to  convey  instruction. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

THEODORIC   THE  GREAT  ESTABLISHED  IN  ITALY, 

Ir  Theodoric,  as  is  asserted,  contrary  to  all  iiModoric 
probability,  by  an  ancient  anonymous  writer,  aitogether 
was  so  illiterate  that  he  could  neither  read  nor  """"^^ 
write,  he  must  have  been  a  prodigy  to  govern 
with  all  the  judmnent  and  prudence  of  a  man 
perfectly  well  eoucated.     According  to  Proco- 
pius,  he  forbid  the  children  of  the  Goths  from 
study,  under  pretence,  that,  after  standing  in  awe 
qf  a  rod^  they  would  tremble  at  sight  of  a  sword. 
But  such  tales  are  more  than  doubtful.     Not 
to  mention,  that,  in  his  youth,  he  passed  ten 
years  at  Constantinople,  where  a  person  of  his 
genius  could  not  fail  of  receiving  some  tincture  : 

of  literature,  he  showed  too  much  esteem  for 
learned  men,  and  granted  them  too  great  a 
share  of  his  favour,  to  be  suspected  of  eross 
ignorance.  The  first  offices  were  filled  by 
Boetius,  Cassiodorus,  and  other  men  of  abili- 
ties. Theodoric's  letters  contain  the  highest 
encomiums  on  learning ;  and  can  we  suppose 
that  his  secretary,  Cassiodorus,  would  have  ex- 
posed him  to  ridicule,  by  making  him  afiect  to 
commend  a  thing  of  which  he  was  entirely  ig- 
norant ?  Besides,  it  is  observed,  that  Dion  Cas- 
sius,  in  a  history  which  he  wrote  of  the  Goths^ 
affinns  them  not  to  have  been  inferior  in  science 
J»  the  Greeks. 

hb2 
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iiai,  The  happiness  which  Itadj  had  aqoycd  m- 
^**'^|\||^  der  Odoacer,  was  increased  under  the  nev  moi- 
arch.  The  Goths  had  oolv  a  third  pan  of  it 
lands,  and  the  distributioa  was  made  m  tsc  . 
least  oppressive  manner  possible.  Thej  vci  • 
subjected  to  taxes  as  well  as  the  RomuKw  h 
is  not  force  ^  but  justice  Aai  ought  to  hold  Aeste/trt 
said  Theodoric  to  hb  subjects  in  geneiaL  F* 
live  in  the  same  empire j  therefore  he  Jrietdi,  lA 
the  Goths  lave  the  Romans  as  0seir  neighbma$  ei 
brethren^  and  the  Romans  regard  the  Goths  as  tkar 
defenders. 

The  treasury  was  filled  by  a  prudent  eoooo- 
■^  F*««y-  niy,  which,  witnout  burdening  the  people,  axp- 
plied  funds  for  great  enterprises.  So  great  vt> 
the  plenty,  that  three  score  sacks  of  whe£ 
were  commonly  sold  for  an  aureus^  a  piece  of 
gold  worth  about  23  denarii,  or  16s.  Ifd.;  in^ 
so  strict  was  the  police,  that  people  miglr* 
travel  in  the  utmost  security  eitner  by  daj  or 
night. 
i-«gii{ji«  In  a  word,  the  Roman  police,  laws,  ani 
customs,  still  subsisted,  to  which  even  tbe 
Goths  in  essential  matters  were  subjected: 
though,  in  those  of  less  importance,  they  veit 

Eermitted  to  follow  their  ancient  usag^. '  Thev 
ad  a  Gothic  count  for  their  judge,  who  took 
a  Roman  assessor,  when  one  of  that  natioa 
happened  to  be  a  party.  If  both  parties  were 
Romans,  the  cause  was  tried  before  Romai 
ma^strates.  Let  other  conquerors^  says  Theo- 
donc,  in  one  of  his  letters,  pillage  or  destroy  (he 
cities  they  have  taken.  For  our  part^  zee  desire  to 
make  the  vanquished  regret  that  they  were  not  sooner 
Subjected  to  our  dominion.  He  had  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice  so  much  at  heart,  that  he  caus- 


OF  THE  ROMANS.  4B9 

ed  some  judges  to  be  beheaded  for  having  pro- 
tracted a  suit  three  years. 

Almost  all  the  barbarous  nations  decided  Dmb 
their  differences  hj  single  combat ;  but  this  i*****"*^ 
custom  was  proscribed  by  Theodoric  as  exe- 
crable. It  was  his  aim  to  unite,  in  the  charac- 
ter of  the  Goths,  the  Roman  humanity  with 
their  national  bravery.  It  was  his  common 
saying,  that  the  life  of  a  man  could  not  be  too 
dearly  purchased  at  any  price.  Never  had  the 
Romans  been  inspired  with  such  principles  of 
humanity. 

His  conduct  with  regard  to  reli^on  was  al-  iwdorie 
ways  regulated  by  thi«  maxim,  which  was  pe-  wbTifSM 
culiar  to  him.     We  have  no  authority  aoer  reli*     w^ 
gion^  because  belief  ought  to  be  free.     Though 
of  the  Arian  sect,  he  honoured  virtuous  Catho- 
lics, and  maintained  order  and  peace.     Sym- 
machus  and  Laurentius  contending  by  force  of 
arms  for  the  see  of  Rome,  he  ordered  that  he 
who  had  been  first  elected,  by  a  majority  of 
voices,  should  be  deemed  the  lawful  bishop; 
but  the  schism  continuing,  he  assembled  coun- 
cils to  determine  the  dispute,  and,  by  his  au- 
thority, enforced  the   execution  of  the   sen- 
tence, which  was  given  in  favour  of  Symmcu 
chus. 

In  one  of  these  councils  the  pope  cleared  him-  s^amuMAMi 
self  by  oath  of  some  accusations  brought  a-  Jj^^ 
gainst  him,  and  procured  a  decree,  confirming 
a  writing  of  the  deacon  Ennodius,  which  bears, 
that  the  holy  see  gives  impeccability  to  those  who 
fU  it,  or  ratlier,  that  God  permits  none  to  tise  to  it 
except  those  whom  he  has  predestined  to  be  saints  ; 
a  striking  proof  of  the  power  which  prejudice 
had  already  gained  pver  men  of  weak  minds. 
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Tbis  decree  was  afterwards  used  bj  Gngof] 

VII.  as  a  foundation  £or  saane  of  his  pete 

stons. 

FdKiiand     Few  poHticians  have  equalled  IlieodGneB 

•"•"•^  the  art  of  tnanaging  the  iaterests  c^  a  natioi 

''  settling  it  on  a  firm  footing,  and  ^gc\eiiliB( 
the  enterprises  of  its  neighbours.  'Witfara 
drawing  a  sword,  after  the  lieath  of  Odoca 
he  enjoyed  his  conquest  as  if  it  had  been  i 
peaceable  inheritance ;  formed  alliances  wid 
the  barbarous  nations  round  him  j  manied  tb 
daughter  of  Clovis,  who,  in  486,  had  annihita 
the  Roman  power  in  Gaul  by  the  defeat  a 
Syagrius ;  gave  one  of  his  daughters  to  Ahiic 
king  of  the  Visigoths;  another  to  the  sood 
Gondebald,  king  of  tlie  Bui^undJans ;  andbi 
sister  to  Trasamond,  king  ofthe  Vandab.  Fi 
fh>m  fomenting  the  quarrels  of  those  prinn 
in  order  to  weaken  tuem  by  help  of  one  ai 
other,  and  aggrandize  himself  at  their  expensi 
he  laboured  to  inspire  them  with  a  spirit  < 
peace,  concord,  and  humanity ;  but,  notwitl 
standing  his  advice  and  remonstrances,  tfa 
ambitious  Clovis  having  defeated  Alaiic,  an 
made  himself  master  of  great  part  of  his  ten 
tories,  Theodoric  sent  an  army  to  the  assis 
ance  of  the  Visigoths,  and  preserved  the  sba 
tercd  remains  of  their  monarchy,  not  so  muc 
with  a  view  of  appropriating  it  to  himself,  as  i 
setting  bounds  to  tliat  conqueror's  ambition. 

y  That  great  king  was  principally  indebted  fi 
his  success  to  his  talent  of  discovering,  and  b 
care  of  rewarding  and  employing,  real  mcri 
One  of  his  favourites  was  Artemidorus,  an  i 
lustrious  Greek,  with  whom  he  bad  formed 
connexioa  at  ConstantinopljB,  and  whtx  wit! 
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put  descending  to  intrigue  or  flattery,  employ^ 
ed  his  credit  only  for  the  sacred  purpose  of 
promoting  the  good  of  the  subjects.  Liberius, 
who  till  the  revolution  had  been  inviolably  at- 
tached to  Odoacer,  being  made  captain  oi  the 
fuards,  sensed  his  new  master  with  the  same 
delity  he  had  shown  to  the  old ;  managed  the 
finances  with  uncommon  integrity  and  econo.- 
my;  subjected  the  barbarians  to  the  rules  of 
discipline ;  presided  over  the  distribution  of 
lands,  and,  by  an  almost  unexampled  adherence 
to  the  rules  of  equity,  closely  imited  the  two 
nations.  Ibas,  Tolonic,  and  the  other  gene- 
rals, always  returned  irom  their  expeditions 
with  victory. 

.  To  conclude  the  list,  Cassiodoiois,  who  was 
invested  with  all  dignity ;  quaestor,  which  an- 
swers tp  what  is  now  called  chancellor  in 
France ;  master  of  the  ofBces,  now  grand  mas- 
ter ;  patrician,  consul,  captain  of  the  guards, 
and  even  general  of  the  army  ;-^Cassiodorus,  J 
say,  in  the  exercise  of  every  pne  of  these  ofr 
jices,  displayed  equal  virtue  and  ability.  If, 
according  to  Mr  Ijc  Beau's  observation,  in  the 
letters  which  he  wrote  for  Theodoric,  Hie  liand 
qftiie  secretary  he  too  often  visible^  and  tJie  mtgesty 
qftJie  great  monarch  debased  by  ifie  style  qf  a  de- 
clahner^  it  is  a  consequence  of  the  (iepravation 
of  taste,  to  which  even  the  greatest  genius  \s 
obnoxious*  But  this  ought  to  heighten  our 
admiration  of  that  virtuous  policy  which  di^ 
rected  the  Gothic  prince,  and  was  expressed 
by  the  organ  of  the  minister.  Let  us  return 
to  the  history  of  the  empire ;  though,  from 
this  period,  it  is  not  very  interesting.  We  shall 
therefore  content  ourselves  with  giving  a  kvf 
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general  ideas,  till  we  come  to  the  reign  of  Jus- 
tinian. 


ANASTASIUS. 


tfaeEMt. 


4ei.  LioxGiNus,  the  brother  of  Zeno,  who  was  as 
^^  contemptible  and  odious  as  that  emperor,  flat- 
*•  tered  himself  in  vain  with  the  hopes  of  the 
throne.  The  empress  Ariadne  loved  Anasta- 
sius,  the  silentiary  of  the  palace,  an  officer  of 
low  rank  and  obscure  birth,  and  took  her  mea- 
sures so  as  to  get  him  proclaimed.  Cuphe- 
mius,  the  patriarch,  who  detested  him  for  be- 
ing an  Eutychian,  had  formerly  driven  him  out 
of  the  church,  threatening  to  cut  off"  his  hair, 
and  expose  him  to  the  aerision  of  the  popu- 
lace ;  nor  would  he  consent  to  crown  him  till 
he  signed  a  profession  of  his  faith,  with  a  pro- 
mise to  support  the  council  of  Chalcedon.  Id 
a  short  time  after,  Euphemius  made  himself 
suspected  of  favouring  the  Isaurians,  who  were 
in  rebellion ;  and  Anastasius  having  defeated 
them,  sent  him  the  following  messag^e  :  Your 
prayers  in  Javour  of  your  friends  have  not  been 
hearkened  to.  He  then  accused  him  before  an 
assembly  of  the  bishops,  and  banished  him, 
after  they  had  pronounced  the  sentence  of  de- 
position. 
Encoarign  Thcsc  pi^cludes  forcbodcd  fresh  disturbances 
^  o/'*""  i^  ecclesiastical  affairs,  in  which  the  emperors 
the  circufc  had  iutenucddled  with  very  little  discretion  ^ 
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but  a  still  more  conspicuous  fault  was,  the  en- 
couraging one  of  the  factions,  which  had  sprung 
up  from  the  prevailing  rage  for  public  diver- 
sions. The  greens^  the  blues^  and  the  reds^ 
these  were  the  colours  by  which  the  charioteers 
m  the  circus  were  distinguished,  were  as  vio- 
lently exasperated  against  one  another  as  the 
parties  of  Marius  and  Sylla  had  been,  when 
the  liberty  of  Rome  and  the  empire  of  the 
world  was  the  subject  of  contention.  Instead 
of  stifling  these  unlucky  and  absurd  dissensions 
by  prudent  attention,  Anastasius  favoured  one 
oi  the  parties,  which,  of  course,  made  them 
more  violent,  and  occasioned  dreadful  mas- 
sacres, in  one  of  which  no  less  than  three  thou- 
sand men  were  murdered.  The  extravagance 
of  the  Athenians  upon  similar  subjects  had 
never  occasioned  any  bloodshed. 

Anastasius  has  been  commonly  represented  inrtanoet 
as  a  bad  prince,  a  hypocritical  devotee,  an  un-     «»^>» 
just  avaricious  persecutor.    However,  his  reign      and 
affords  instances  of  conduct  highly  laudable.  8o«*«»«^ 
He  gave  great  application  to  business ;  was  a 
good  economist ;   beneficent,  and  abstemious 
m  his  pleasures ;  he  banished  informers  out  of 
Constantinople  ;  forbid  the  judges  to  obey  the 
particular  rescripts  of  the  sovereign,  if  they 
were  contrary  to  the  public  good,  or  the  esta- 
blished laws ;  abolished  the  mhuman  combats 
of  men  with  wild  beasts,  and  the  sale  of  offices, 
which  was  an  illegal  practice  introduced  by 
avarice;    he   suppressed   the   xgtwafyypov,    that 
odious  tax  which  was  laid  upon  all  kinds  of 
commodities,  from  which  even  beggary  was  not 
exempted,  and  which  brought  ^reat  sums  of 
money  into  the  treasury.     A  festival  was  insti- 
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tutcd  at  Edessa  to  celebrate  the  aboUtiooof 

Uiis  tax. 

CabMifiiking     Tlic  empcror  defeated  and  chastised  th^  Isu- 

dlrth'^  rians,  but  he  was  not  so  fortunate  against  the 

mt^    Persians.    No  treaty  could  extinguish  the  aver- 

"*         sion  in  which  the  Romans  and  that  people  held 

one  another,  from  the  time  of  the  unfi>rtuinte 

ex{)edition  under  Crassus.    Perosus,  king  of  the 

Persians,  had  lately  perished  in  9.  war  with  the 

Ncphtalite  HunSy  whom  he  had  irritated  by  a 

{)iece  of  horrid  treachery*     Mis  son  Cabases 
laving  abolished  some  of  the  customs  of  his 
country,  and  disturbed  the  peace  of  society,  by 
makintr  women  common,  provoked  his  peop4 
to  dctnrone  him ;   but  the  generosity  of  the 
Huns,  for  these  peoi)le  were  susceptible  of  ek- 
vated  sentiments,  afforded  him  an  asylum.   He 
was  restored  ;  and,  profiting  by   his   disgrace, 
fonned  a  better  system  for  his  future  govern- 
ment.    The  Persians  wanted   the  Armenians, 
who  were  Christians,  to  submit  to  their  reli- 
gion, and  join  in  worshipping  fire,  which  ocqu 
sioned  a  rehellion;  but  Cabades  pacified  them, 
by  restoring    the  free  exercise  of   their  reli- 
gion, and  employed  liis  anns  against  the  Ro- 
mans. 
A^       Anastasius  having  refused  to  pay  a  sum  of 
"JJilSr    money  which  he  demanded,  Cabades  took  up 
T^^  arms,  and  made  himself  master  of  the  famous 
town  of  Amida,  which  had  been  fruitlessly  at- 
tempted by  Sapor.     He  got  admittance  by  a 
tower,  which  was  guarded   by  some  drunken 
monks,  or  ratlier  ought  to  have  been  guarded, 
but,  according  to  some  authors,  they  treacher- 
ously opened  the  gates  to  him.     The  empcror 
sent  $omc  generals  to  oppose  him,  among  whom 
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a  misunderstanding  subsisted,  which  proved  a 
source  of  new  disgraces.  They  made  an  unsuc^ 
cessful  attempt  upon  Amida,  and  then  pur* 
chased  a  peace,  by  paying  a  very  considerable 
sum  of  money  ;  the  treaty  being  concluded  in 
505,  after  a  war  of  three  years.  The  enemy 
restored  Amida,  and  had  no  more  than  seven 
days  provision  left  when  the  Romans,  who  be- 
sieged it,  purchased  that  shameful  peace.^ 

The  same  year  the  empire  suffered  a  misfor-     Hw 
tune  e(jually  humiliating.      Theodoric   seized  ^^'^S?'" 
Fannonia ;  and  Pitzia,  one  of  his  generals,  with  p-jjj^ 
an  army  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  men, 

fained  a  complete  victory.  The  speech  which 
e  made  to  his  troops  before  the  action  is  the 
more  worthy  of  notice,  as  it  does  not  resemble 
the  studied  harangues  given  us  by  historians^ 
It  is  the  powerful  and  ingenuous  expression  of 
his  feelingS;.  You  know  your  king^  my  compa-- 
nions^  said  he  ;  our  enemies  likewise  Icnaw  him^for 
fiiey  have  seen  himjighting.  Shaw  them  that  you 
resemble  him.  Tliough  absent^  he  sees  you^  and 
ifone  qfthe  noble  actions  you  are  now  going  to  perr 
^fi)rm  shall  be  unknown  to  him.  This  general  for- 
bade his  soldiers  to  carry  off  any  spoils,  but 
to  leave  the  dead  with  their  arms,  to  prove 
that  the  courage  of  the  Goths  was  roused  by 
^lory  alone.  On  this  occasion  they  seemed  tp 
pe  Spartans. 

So  many  victories  gained  by  the  barbarians,  Wanbuat 
^hich  had  brought  them  several  times  to  the  ai»S«u« 
gates  of  Constantinople,  made  the  emperor  a? 


*  The  people  of  the  Eastern  empire  were  commonly  called  Romans  till 
the  time  of  Cbarlemiigne,  wheii  the  name  of  the  Greek  einpire  was  intro- 
duced. 
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^^  fraid  of  their  making  fresh  incursions,  and  lajr- 
CoiMtanti-  ing  waste  the  country.  To  put  a  stop  to  these 
""^  invasions,  lie  caused  a  wall  to  be  built,  which 
reached  from  the  Euxine  sea  to  the  Propontis, 
being  a  space  of  four  hundred  and  twenty  sta- 
dia, or  eighteen  leagues,  about  thirteen  leagues 
distant  from  the  city.  Its  thickness  was  twenty 
feet,  with  towers  at  certain  distances ;  but  sucn 

Ian  immense  construction  could  not  make  up 
A  for  the  loss  of  ancient  valour.   Anastasius  mam 

|J  some  weak  attempts  to  be  revenged  of  Theo- 

j  doric,  by  sending  a  fleet  to  insult  the  coasts  of 

/  Italy,  and  by  honouring  Clovis  with  the  title  of 

patrician,  or,  as  some  say,  that  of  consul ;  but 
Clovis  made  no  attempt  in  favour  of  the  Ro- 
mans ;  and  Theodoric  eauipped  a  fleet,  which 
very  soon  put  a  stop  to  tneir  piracies. 
Tfc«fint       The  church,  the  enemy  of  blood,  had  fre- 
"^^   auently  been  imbrued  with  it  from  theological 
aisputes ;  but  religious  wars  had  been  hitherto 
unknown.     We  come  now  to  mention  the  first 
instance  of  that  dreadful  scourge  which  has 
been  eloauently  lamented  by  so  many  Christians, 
and  which  was  the  offspring  of  fanaticism,  party 
spirit,  prejudices  the  most  opposite  to  the  gos- 
pel,  and  passions  the  most  destructive  to  socie- 
ty.    Anastasius  favoured  th^  Eutychians,  and 
provoked  the  Catholics,  whose  zeal  was  not  al« 
ways  void  of  acrimony.  The  popes  had  excom- 
municated Acacius,  formerly  patriarch  of  Con- 
stantinople, because  he  had  communicated  with 
some  heretical  prelates,  or  who  were  suspected  of 
heresy.    The  condemnation  of  Acacius  was  be- 
come a  necessary  proof  of  orthodoxy,  as  the 
condemnation  ot  St  Athanasius  had  formerly 
^  been  reckoned  a  clear  proof  of  Ai*ianism.  Ana- 
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stasius  found  himself  involved  in  a  quarrel  with 
the  holy  see,  because  he  had  refused  to  sub- 
scribe it,  and  to  abandon  the  kvatrtKov  of  Zeno. 
It  was  his  desire  that  nobody  should  be  molest- 
ed about  the  council  of  Chalcedon,  but  little 
respect  was  paid  to  his  will.  The  less  it  was  re- 
garded, the  more  did  he  expose  it  by  acts  of 
absolute  power. 

Having  sent  one  day  to  demand  the  act  from  violent 
the  patriarch  Macedonius,  by  which  he  obliged  "^'^ 
himself,  on  ascending:  the  throne,  to  defend  the  ,i»*™"?» 
doctrme  ot  the  council,  an  act  which,  he  said, 
tarnished  the  imperial  dignity,  Macedonius  re- 
fused to  deliver  it.  The  emperor  dissembled  for 
some  time,  and  then  transferred  the  privilege 
of  an  asylum  from  the  church  of  Macedonius 
to  the  Eutychians,  which  instantly  kindled  the 
flame  of  sedition.  Two  hundred  monks  came 
from  Syria  on  purpose  to  expel  the  patriarch ; 
another  legion  of  them  flocked  from  Palestine 
for  his  defence,  and  they  quarrelled  even  in  the 
church.  Anastasius  caused  the  acts  of  the  coun- 
cil of  Chalcedon,  which  had  been  refused  to 
him,  to  be  carried  off,  and,  having  torn  them, 
threw  them  into  the  fire.  Two  impostors  hav- 
ing accused  Macedonius  of  being  guilty  of  some 
iniamous  crimes,  he  vindicated  himself,  by 
proving  that  he  was  an  eunuch ;  but,  how- 
ever, he  was  sent  into  banishment,  where  he 
died. 

The  seditions  became  daily  more  and  more  .^^. 
violent,  and  the  emperor  was  publicly  insulted  in.SS'i? 
on  a  charge  of  heresy.   His  statues  were  thrown  JjH^^ 
down  ;  a  monk  and  a  nun,  who  were  in  his  con- 
fidence,  were  both  stabbed,  and  their  bodies 


on  a 


cRS^I^cd  UJiuvsti  UK  streets. 
■K^  prcntsbtd  the  popolar  fiuy.  tiDsl  krt 
VisftEsas?.  zoBtisan  of  the  &moQs  Aspmr^  de« 
Lzx^nf  tbe  sTeng^er  of  the  fiutli/li|T  nis- 
^  iiznj  of  sistT  tboosamd  men  aniint  ikc 
:%i7^  '  He  passed  the  &eaa  VTm^  jmd 
"  xi  iZiie  gU£s  of  CoDsxauitiiiople. 
Pkc^:2^,  A  xarnrd  philosopher  of  Athens, 
the  F^isookt.  whose  woAs  aie  still  extamt, 
to  serve  in  the  amiT  o{  ^mislasiusw  Me  is  aid 
Id  bsve  bunt  the  enemr's  jBeet  ather  mith  mbr- 
rar»  or  an  in^ammable  powder  mauie  ai  sol- 
pfanr;  bnt  ii  is  certain  that  the  fleet  was  hunt; 
that  Vitahaaus  mauie  new  piepamtiotts  ;  dat 
AnasCasius  pfXMnised  to  refonn  whatever  ht  had 
done  against  the  Catholic  leligion,  and  brake 
his  promise,  aner  having  procured  a  peace  up- 
on tmt  condition. 

Three  \ears  after  this  emperor  died,  wheo 
almost  ninetr  years  old.  Some  say  that  he  was 
idDed  by  lightning ;  others  that  he  became  mid 
from  divine  vengeance.  His  name  was  eiazed 
from  the  ify/x/ics;^  and  Nicholas  I.  in  one  of  his 
letter>,  compares  him  to  the  Xeros  and  Diocle- 
sans,  though  he  was  rather  misled  than  saa- 


E«^  It  IS  wortbv  our  greatest  attention  to  oh- 

senre,  that  the  Ignorance  of  princes  in  religious 
matters  made  them  guilty  of  most  enormous 
and  fatal  errors ;  but  the  less  surprising,  as  the 
bishops  were  engaged  in  mutual  oissensions.  If 


•  TIk  d jpcks  were  a  kind  of  pablk  icffirtm.  Tbcve 
cad  sarred.  The  names  of  connik  and  nugbtralcs 
inc  ;  in  ihe  oihcn  dioie  of  people  of  ronaaqneaoe,  lor  wlioai  pinjMs 
to  br  oflSeted  up  at  the  rrlipcNis 
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it  had  not  been  for  these  divisions,  which  dis- 
tracted mens  minds  with  uncertainty,  and  kind- 
led a  zeal  for  controversy,  they  would  not  have 
been  diverted  from  the  study  and  exercise  of 
morality,  from  whence  they  must  have  gather- 
ed the  divine  fruits  of  Christianity  in  peace. 
Religion  inspires  us  with  a  contempt  of  earthly 
vanities,  a  detestation  of  vice,  and  indulgence 
for  the  frailties  of  our  neighbours ;  invincible 
patience  in  misfortunes,  and  compassion  for  the 
unhappy  ;  in  one  word,  it  inspires  us  with  cha- 
rity and  heroic  courage.  It  tends  to  render 
every  thing  perfect,  and  sanctify  every  action 
in  common  and  social  life.  Wherefore,  then, 
such  errors  and  excesses  on  religious  pretences  ? 
Is  it  because  heresy,  shooting  up  under  a  thou- 
sand different  forms,  incessantly  startles  the 
faith  by  subtilties  and  sophistry,  by  which  al- 
most the  whole  energy  ot  mens  minds  is  ab- 
sorbed in  the  contest  P  Disputes  engender  ha- 
tred ;  from  hatred  springs  every  excess ;  and 
virtue,  exhausted  with  words  ana  cabals,  loses 
her  whole  power.  Princes  and  people  were 
seized  with  a  frenzy  almost  general  -,  the  church 
was  torn  in  pieces  ;  and  the  state  filled  with  in- 
testine quarrels.  This  is  one  of  the  chief  causes 
of  those  calamities  which  are  continually  pre- 
sented to  our  view  by  history. 
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JUSTIN. 
END  OF  THE  REIGN  OF  THEODORIC 

THE  GREAT, 


Ma      Justin,  a  soldier  of  fortune,  a  native  of  Thrace, 
J!!!^   and  bom  in  the  lowest  rank  of  life,  who  could 
••       neither  read  nor  write,  but  being  a  zealous  Go- 
*'*^'"  tholic,  and  sufficiently  artful  to  supplant  all  his 
rivals,  was  elected  to  succeed  Anastasius.   The 
money  which  he  was  employed  to  distribute  in 
the  name  of  another,  he  bestowed  as  his  own 
gift.     Some  factious  people  having  raised  a 
person   of  obscure   birth   to    the    purple,   he 
caused  him  to  be  consecrated  a  bisnop.     The 
three  nephews  of  Anastasius  were  totally  ne- 
glected. 

Tliis  reign  was  wasted  in  religious  disputes; 
Justin  from  the  first  declaring  in  favour  of  the 
orthodox  who  ruled   in  Constantinople.     The 
people,  with  violent  outcries,  demanded    that 
the  memories  of  the  Manicheans   should  be 
made  infamous,  and  even  their  bodies   dug  up. 
Anastasius  himself  was  accused  of  being  a  Ma- 
nichean ;  that  a  festival  should  be  instituted 
in  honour  of  the  council  of  Chalcedon,    which 
is  still  solemnized  in  the  Greek  church  ;  that 
the  bishops  who  were  in  banishment  should  be 
recalled ;  that  the  names  of  some  others  should 
be  inscribed  in  the  dyptics,  &c.    The  patriarch 
was  not  'permitted  to  begin  the  religious  cere- 
monies till  the  people  were  obeyed  ;  and  such 
was  the  influence  ot  the  populace  on  the  most 
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serious  matters,  that  all  they  had  ordained  was 
confirmed  by  forty  bishops. 

Justin  commanded  that  the  most  perfect  sub-  Jnrtin 
mission  should  be  paid  to  the  council  of  ChaU  cUSSc. 
cedon.  By  a  law  which  he  passed,  heretics  were 
excluded  from  holding  offices,  and  even  from 
serving  in  the  army.  He  reconciled  the  Greek 
and  Roman  churches,  which  had  been  separat- 
ed thirty-four  years,  that  is,  from  the  time  that 
Acacius  had  been  condemned  by  pope  Felix. 
Pope  Hormisdas  caused  the  names  of  the  pa- 
triarchs, Euphemius  and  Macedonius,  who  were 
zealous  Catholics,  to  be  blotted  out  of  the  dyp^ 
tics^  because  they  were  reputed  imwilling  to 
blacken  the  character  of  their  predecessor  Aca-> 
cius. 

By  a  new  edict,  the  Manicheans  were  con-     lmt 
demned  to  be  banished ;  and  it  declared,  that  if  £1^ 
any  of  them  were  afterwards  discovered,  their  J*^*** 
heads  should  be  cut  off.  He  likewise  confirmed 
the  abovementioned  law  against  heretics  in  ge- 
neral, in  which  Pagans,  Jews,  and  Samaritans 
were  included  ;  without  once  recollecting  that 
their  assistance  might  become  necessary.  About 
that  time,  a  Saracen,  who  was  a  Christian,  said 
to  a  prince  of  his  country,  who  persecuted  the 
Christians,  Consider  that  xoe  were  Christians  before 
we  were  your  subjects.  I  do  not  know  apawersufi 
Jiciently  strong  to  compel  me  to  believe  what  I  do 
not  betieve^norto  disguise  what  I  do  believe;  and  if 
we  must  come  to  bbms^  my  sword  is  as  long  as  an^ 
other.  This  bold  reply  shows  to  what  sovereigns 
expose  themselves  by  committing  acts  of  vio- 
lence, which  even  Constantine  prudently  avoid- 
ed. 

VOI^  II.  I  I 


i 
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J  au.  Thouffh  Justin  made  an  exception    in  h 

"  J^rVedict  in  favour  of  the  Goths,  whom  he  ceitaii 

^*^  ly  dreaded,  Theodoric  was  provoked  at  tt 
'""""'""Arians  being  refused  the  same  indulgent 
which  he  granted  to  the  Catholics.  He  wrol 
letters  to  the  emperor,  in  which  he  representc 
in  the  strongest  terms  the  important  truth,  thi 
princes  have  no  authority  over  the  minds  < 
men ;  that  their  privileges  do  not  extend  bi 
yond  the  government  in  civil  matters;  and  tbi 
they  have  no  right  to  punish  any  but  the  di 
turbers  of  the  public  peace.  Justin  replied,  tba 
without  restraining  eonsciencc,  he  mig-ht  en 
ploy  whom  he  thought  proper  for  his  service 
that  an  uniform  mode  of  worship  was  necessai 
for  preserving  good  order;  and  therefore  he  hi 
a  right  to  exclude  from  the  chm-ches  all  wl 
were  of  a  different  persuasion  from  himself. 
■  He  Theodoric  sent  for  pope  John  to  Ravenn 
"^^  and  from  thence  ordered  him  to  proceed 
*°jSS^  Constantinople,  and  declare  to  Justin,  that 
the  Arians  were  not  restored  to  the  possessi< 
of  their  churches  and  the  entire  freedom  of  the 
religion,  reprisals  should  he  made  upon  the  C 
tholics  in  Italy.  Though  the  commission  w 
disagreeable  to  the  pope,  he  seemed  to  obe 
On  his  arrival  at  Constantinople,  where  he  w 
the  first  Roman  pontiff  they  had  seen,  he  w 
received  with  every  mark  of  respect  ;  but  1 
employed  his  time  in  attending  to  the  prerog 
lives  of  his  see;  and,  so  far  from  rcstorm^  the 
churches  to  the  Arians,  consecrated  thcni  lor  tl 
Catholics.  At  his  return  he  was  Imprisoned  I 
Theodoric,  and,  dying  in  confinement,  was  h 
noured  as  a  martyr.  According  to  Flcury's  a 
count,  he  discharged  the  commission  faithi'u 
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Iv  ;  *  for,  by  representing  the  danger  to  which 
Italy  was  exposed,  he  procured  what  he  asked 
from  Justin  ;  that  is  to  say,  the  Arians  were  to 
have  their  liberty.** 

Theodoric,  who  was  sixty-eight  years  of  a^,  ji,^o6mic 
was  ofiended  with  the  murmurs  of  the  Cathohcs.  *****;jv 
during  the  negotiation  at  Constantinople;  ^d,^X>iiGs. 
suspecting  that  plots  were  forming  against  him, 
became  jealous  and  a  dupe  to  calumny.  Albi- 
nus  the  patrician  was  accused  of  holding  a  trea- 
sonable correspondence  with  the  emperor.  Boe- 
tins,  the  philosopher,  eijually  illustrious  for  his 
rank  and  the  tenor  of  his  life,  having  no  doubt 
of  the  patrician's  innocence,  openly  said,  If  AU 
Imus  be  gyiliy^  I  am  so^  and  the  whole  senate.  The 
enemies  of  the  philosopher  took  care  to  con- 
strue the  expression  into  treason.  They  suborn- 
ed three  witnesses,  who  gave  evidence  against 
him  ;  and,  while  he  was  in  prison,  he  composed 
a  pious  work,  in  which  Theodoric  was  some- 
times abused.  It  is  entitled,  De  Consolatione 
PhilosopIiUB.  The  conduct  of  pope  John  increas- 
ed the  king's  suspicions.  Boetius,  and  his  fa- 
ther-in-law, Symmachus,  were  put  to  death. 

It  is   not   to   be   doubted   that  Theodoric     586. 
thought  them  guilty ;  but  his  heart  was  wrung    ^^ 
with  remorse,  and,  sinking  into  a  deep  melan-  ^^»*««' 
choly,  he  died  at  seventy-four  years  of  a^e,  and 
was  succeeded  by  his  grandson  Athalanc,  the 
son  of  his  daughter  Amalasonta.  He  was  an  in- 
fant ;   but  his  mother,  a  learned,  virtuous,  and 
enlightened  princess,  capable  of  business,  and 
equally  deserving  love  and  respect,  showed  her- 


*  Fleury*!  Hist.  Ecclesiast.  1.  33.    This  tccount  does  not  seem  exact. 
L*Abr^g6  ChronoL  de  Hist  d*Italie. 
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self  not  inferior  to  the  task  of  govemliig;  and, 
while  she  held  the  reins,  the  people  were  not 
sensible  of  the  loss  of  Theodonc.  She  was  par« 
ticularly  attentive  to  the  education  of  her  son, 
//  is  fftelaoe  qflearmng^  and  of  those  who  culthak 
and  teach  ity  said  she,  which  distinguishes  the  cki- 
Uzedjrom  ike  barbarous  nations. 
OMn  Tnat  we  might  avoid  mixing*  things  totalljr 
j^^^lo  uncoimected,  we  delayed  to  mention  a  few  im- 
a^thkmportant  events  which  occurred  during*  the  reign 
of  Justin.  Zathius,  king  of  the  Lazi,  in  ancicDt 
Colchis,  came  to  ?et  himself  crowned  at  Con* 
stantinople,  thou^  Cabades,  the  king  of  Persia^ 
claimed  the  right  of  sovereignty  over  him,  and 
was  upon  the  point  of  commencing  a  war  upon 
that  subject,  but,  changing  his  intention,  he  so* 
licited  the  emperor  to  adopt  his  third  son,  Chos- 
roes,  whom  he  intended  for  his  successor.  This 
extraordinary  proposal  gave  just  cause  of  dis* 
quiet,  as  the  people  were  afraid  that  a  Persian 
u^ight  one  day  succeed  to  the  empire.  He  was 
therefore  told,  that  custom  did  not  admit  of  fo- 
reigners being  adopted  except  by  arms,  which 
was  a  ceremony  that  did  not  confer  a  right  of 
succession*  Chosroes  was  on  his  way  to  Con- 
stantinople, when  the  Persians,  provoked  with 
this  unexpected  answer,  immediately  commen- 
ced hostilities,  by  seizing  Iberia,  to  the  east  of 
Lazica,  which  had  been  placed  by  its  king  un- 
der the  protection  of  Justin,  who  died  during 
these  transactions  in  the  year  527* 
Justinian  Hc  had  a  little  before  declared  Justinian  his 
^^{Jl^J^i.  nephew  Au^stus,  who,  after  having  sworn  fnu 
terual  affection  to  Vitalian,  assassinated  him  in 
the  beginning  of  this  reign.  The  emperor,  by 
his  partiality  for  the  blue  faction,  inspired  him 
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with  audacity  to  insult  the  laws ;  to  commit  the 
most  enormous  crimes  in  open  day,  and  even  to 
sport  with  assassinations.  From  these  early  ac- 
tions of  Justinian,  nothing  was  less  to  be  expect- 
ed than  that  he  should  prove  a  wise  legislator. 
However,  he  has  been  greatly  celebrated  for 
his  laws,  and,  if  we  may  use  the  expression,  he 
would  have  been  deified  by  the  encomiums  of 
enthusiastic  civilians,  if  there  had  not  been  fre- 
quent instances  of  weakness,  imprudence,  in- 
justice and  tyranny,  visible  both  in  his  laws 
and  '^yemment.  In  the  sequel,  the  Roman 
granaeur  will  seem  to  rise  from  its  ruins.  We 
shall  see  two  generals  revive  it  by  their  victo- 
ries ',  but  these  are  only  like  the  last  struggles  of 
a  dyin?  man,  who  soon  sinks  again  without 
Ufe^  e:uiausted  by  his  effojrts  a3  by  a  lon^  dcr 
cay. 
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JUSTINIAN. 


CHAPTER  I. 

TILI*  AFRICA  WAS    RECONQUERED    FROM    THE   VAN- 
DALS. 

^^     Justinian  was  probably  of  an  origin  as  obscure 
Bodhud    as  his  uncle,  but  had  tne  superior  advantage  of 
^  oT**    education.    On  his  accession  to  the  empii^e  be 
Jnstiiiun.  y^^  forty  ycars  of  age,  was  well  skilled  in  juris- 
prudence, fond  of  study  and  application,  and  de- 
sirous of  reforming  abuses ;  but  the  slave  of 
prejudice,  he  was  prone  to  despotism,  weak,  un- 
steady, vain,  unacquainted  witn  true  glory,  and 
more  eager  to  dictate  to  the  opinions,  than  to 
effect  the  happiness  of  his  subjects.    He  was  one 
of  those  princes  whose  characters  are  a  strange 
mixture  of  good  and  evil,  and  who,  without  be- 
ing really  great,  appear  so,  from  the  great  ac- 
tions performed  by  their  ministers  and  generals. 
The  littleness  of  J  ustinian's  mind,  and  tbe  faults 
of  his  government,  will  sometimes  appear,  not- 
withstanding the  splendid  success  of  nis  enter- 
prises. 
^»  Would  a  prince  of  superior  abilities  marry 

with     an  actress,  stained  with  vices,  and  of  a  charac- 
''**'**'**'  ter  equally  imperious  and  infamous  ?  Yet  this 
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Justinian  did  for  Theodora,  tlie  most  respectable 
spouse  wham  God  had  given  him,  as  he  styles  her 
in  one  of  his  laws.  Justin  had  left  in  the  trea- 
sury 120,000  pounds  weight  of  gold,  which  was 
soon  dissipated  by  the  profusion  of  his  suc- 
cessor. 

He  piqued  himself  on  his  skill  in  theology ,  violent  mj 
which  was  an  additional  misfortune  to  the  state.  j,„SnMn. 
Nor  does  the  zeal  he  showed  in  the  beginning 
of  his  reign  for  the  extirpation  of  heresy  merit 
commendation,  as  in  his  latter  days  he  degene- 
rated from  the  true  faith,  and  persecuted  the 
orthodox.  In  him  a  jealous  predilection  for 
his  own  opinion  prevailed  over  the  love  of 
truth.  To  the  laws  of  his  predecessors,  he 
added  one  which  made  it  capital  not  to  con- 
form to  the  established  doctrines.  Pagans, 
Jews  and  Heretics,  fled  from  his  dominions 
with  curses  ;  others,  transported  with  more 
violent  rage,  laid  violent  hands  on  themselves ; 
some  Montanists  in  Phrygia  set  fire  to  their 
churches,  and  consumed  themselves  in  the 
flames;  the  Samaritans  revolted  to  the  num- 
ber of  fifty  thousand,  pillaging  and  massacring 
wherever  they  went,  till  they  were  massacred 
themselves.  The  fruits  of  these  persecutions 
wei'e  the  depopulation  of  the  provinces,  de- 
testation of  the  emperor's  person,  and  hatred 
against  Christianity.  By  confiscating  to  his 
own  use  the  property  of  those  who  refused  to 
cause  themselves  and  families  to  be  baptized, 
Justinian  gave  room  to  believe  that  he  had  his 
own  interest  as  much  at  heart  as  the  propaga- 
tion of  the  Christian  faith.  The  Goths  alone, 
for  Theodoric  was  not  yet  forgotten,  were  ex- 
empted from  the  rigour  of  those  laws.     The 
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emperor  even  rebuilt  a  churcb  for  the  Ariara 
but  the  first  time  that  they  assembled  in  it,  the 
were  attacked,  and  the  greatest  part  of  tbei 
murdered  by  a  troop  of  fanatif!s,  who  were  bu 
too  much  encouraged  by  the  emperor's  con 
duct. 

At  the  same  time,  his  severity  was  exercise 
*^  against  transgressions  of  the  rules  of  morali^ 
but  in  a  manner  less  proper  to  work  a  refonm 
tion  than  to  raise  scandal.  Two  bishops,  se 
veral  priests  and  senators,  being  couvicted  o 
monstrous  debaucheries,  were  mutilated  in  th 
public  square.  This  example  proving  inefiec 
tual,  the  emperor  long  after,  in  534,  oy  a  lai 
published  in  Lent,  threatened  with  the  moe 
rigorous  punishment  all  who  were  guilty,  m 
less  they  did  penance  at  Easter;  but  how  coul 
he  reckon  upon  such  penance  ?  He  punishe 
blasphemy  as  severely  as  the  crime  against  ni 
ture,  and  prohibited  games  of  chance  as 
temptation  to  blasphemy.  He  banished  thoc 
who  made  a  trade  of  prostitution,  and  declare 
it  capital  in  future.  A  prudent  legislator  won] 
first  liave  considered  whether  Si\  these  la« 
were  practicable ;  if  they  were  capable  of  n 
forming  the  manners  of^  a  corrupted  nation 
if  the  i-emedies  applied  were  suited  to  the  di 
orders ;  and  would  have  dreaded  doinf  mi 
chief  while  he  was  endeavouring  to  do  goa 
In  fact,  the  disorders  grew  still  more  flagraj 
and  numerous. 

Mean  time,  the  war  with  Persia  giving  ti 
emi>cror  no  small  uneasiness,  though  the  Rt 
mans  had  gained  some  advantages  over  tli 
enemy,  he  sent  ambassadors  to  Cabades  wii 
preseitts  and  proposals  for  au  iiccQiumodatioD 
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but  received  in  return  a  haughty  letter,  in 
which  that  monarch  styled  himself  King  qf 
Kings,  Son  qf  the  Sun^  Sovereign  of  the  East ; 
while  he  gave  Justinian  only  those  of  Son  of 
the  Moon,  and  Sovereign  qf  the  West.  In  530, 
BeUsarius,  already  distinguished  by  his  abili- 
ties and  courage,  defeated  the  Persians  near 
Dara«  But  the  following  year  he  lost  the  bat- 
tle of  Callinicum  on  Easter-eve.  As  the  troops 
had  been  weakened  by  the  fast,  and  he  had  it 
in  his  power  to  repulse  the  enemy  without 
nmning  any  risk,  he  was  desirous  of  avoiding 
an  engagement ;  but  was  obliged  to  give  way 
to  the  rash  ardour  of  his  soldiers,  who  ex- 
claimed against  his  prudent  caution  as  want  of 
courage,  and  were  ready  to  break  out  into 
open  mutiny.  Thus  the  Persians  had  the  glo- 
ry of  vanquishing  an  army  much  superior  to 
their  own,  and  commanded  by  the  best  gene- 
ral of  the  empire.  Belisarius  was  recalled ;  and 
being  too  virtuous  to  play  the  mean  flatterer, 
was  destined  more  than  once  to  feel,  by  expe- 
rience, that  great  services  and  triumphs  are  the 
ready  way  to  disgrace  in  a  court  governed  by 
intrigue^ 

The  Roman  arms  being  successful  in  Ar-     5si. 
menia  and  oth^r  parts,  Cabades  died  through  2SSS 
g^ef  for  his  losses ;   but  his  successor  Chos-  Ca»»«*^ 
roes  was  very  capable  of  repairing  them.    This 
prince,  who  is  maliciously  decried  by  the  Greeks, 
out  extolled  by  the  Orientals  above  Cyrus  him* 
self,  soon  ^ve  proofs  of  his  heroic  sentiments  ; 
and  Justinian  having  renewed  the  negotiations, 
he  declared  that  he  would  not  lay  down  his 
arms,  except  upon  condition  of  receiving  eleven 
thousand  pounds  weight  of  gold,  with  certain 
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JxHcmnn.  r«xu^^ed  rbcK  ministers,  and.  find- 

in^r  thar  th»  compliance  ciid  not  disarm  die 

an'irifijui  mt^Ititude,  be  was  preparing^  to  es» 

cape  their  ra;^  br  digiit,  but  was  prevented  by 

tfafc  more  coaraareoas  Theodora.     //  /j  n^/ 1,^^ 

r,e:K^/rry  ?jou  nhnuld  Bve^  said  she ;  Imi  ii  is  a^/so/uie^ 

fy  ru^retian/  not  to  Jittrvrue  jfour  honour.      ^  sat^^ 

rei'/n  lingering  out  a  shameful  existence  in  ejcile  is 

nu/re  worthless  than  a  dead  carcass.     The  most 

glorious  sepulchre  is  a  throne.     This  woniaix  who 
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is  SO  much  decried,  if  we  may  believe  some 
historians,  possessed  true  elevation  of  soul. 

A  report  being  circulated  that  the*  emperor  siiipikr 
"  and  his  wife  were  fled,  the  populace  hastened  to  ''"^  ^***'' 
the  house  of  Hypatius,  the  nephew  of  Anastasi-  ^p^^- 
us,  and,  forcing  him  along  with  them,  proclaim- 
ed him  Augustus,  when  Justinian  suddenly  ap- 
peared with  the  book  of  the  gospels  in  his  hand, 
acknowledged  himself  guilty,  declared  that  this 
calamity  had  been  caused  by  his  own  sins,  and 
that  he  pardoned  the  ofl'ence,  at  the  same  time 
oftering  indemnity  to  all,  without  exception,  if 
they  would  return  to  their  duty.     But  theii 
hatred  was  now  heightened  by  contempt,  and 
he  was  obliged  to  shelter  himself  from  violence 
by  a  speedy  retreat  into  his  palace. 

All  nope  was  lost,  had  not  Belisarius,  follow-  ^^'^JJ™^ 
ed  by  the  principal  officers  with  their  soldiers,  ^tioeen. 
bristly  charged  the  mutineers.     The  massacre 
was  dreadful.     Thirty  thousand  men  lost  their 
lives ;  and  the  horrors  of  the  day  were  com- 

Eleted  by  a  conflagration.  Hypatius  and  his 
rother  Fompey  were  strangled  m  prison ;  and 
the  emperor  caused  the  news  of  his  victory  to 
be  published  in  every  quarter  of  the  empire; 
What  a  deplorable  subject  of  vanity  I 


CHAPTER  II. 


CONQUEST  or  AFRICA  BY  BELISARIUS. 

Though  Justinian  made  the  follies  of  the  cir-     Tbe 
cus  a  matter  of  serious  attention,  and  escaped  en^^  in 
falling  their  victim  only  by  the  massacre  of^his    -'^*™*' 
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subjects,  yet,  because  chance  had  placed  some 
great  men  about  him,  very  important  enter- 

? rises  ivere  begun  and  executed  in  his  reign. 
['he  conquest  of  Africa  was  the  work  of  Beli- 
sarins.  ±rom  the  time  of  Genseric,  the  Van* 
dais  had  totally  degenerated.  They  were  no 
more  those  intrepid  heroes,  indefatigable,  so- 
ber, and  chaste,  who,  issuing  from  tne  north, 
crushed  all  opposition ;  but  a  nation,  enervat- 
ed in  a  rich  and  burning  climate,  where  lux- 
ury and  riches  spread  every  allurement  of  de- 
bauchery. 

Error*  Two  faults  Committed  by  Genseric  had  cx» 
""??"**  posed  them  to  a  revolution  the  moment  that 
their  manners  degenerated.  He  had  dismantled 
all  the  strong  places  except  Carthage,  that,  in 
case  of  a  war,  the  Romans  might  not  fiiid 
means  to  secure  a  footing  in  the  country.  He 
had  made  it  a  law  that  the  crown  should  &!• 
ways  devolve  to  the  eldest  of  his  family,  widi- 
out  regard  to  the  primogeniture  of  the  branches; 
which  was  opening  a  way  for  confusion  and  the 
most  horrid  crimes.  Accordingly,  his  vast  do- 
minions, which  comprehended  Corsica  and  Sar- 
dinia, with  all  the  countries  from  the  streights 
of  Gades  to  Cyrenaica,  were,  after  his  deaui,  m 
theatre  of  divisions  and  discord. 

cufmer  Huncric,  who  succeeded  him,  massacred  his 
own  brothers  and  nephews,  in  order  to  secure 
the  crown  to  his  son,  Hilderic,  who  mounted 
the  throne  after  him,  but  was  deposed  by  Geli- 
mer,  great  grandson  of  the  conqueror.  Jus- 
tinian, who  had  been  in  alliance  with  Hilderic, 
wrote  in  his  favour  to  Gelimer;  but  his  ad* 
vices  and  threats  were  treated  with  contempt. 
Upon  this  the  emperor  hastened  the  concui. 


the 
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sion  of  the  treaty  with  Persia,  and  resolved  to 
carry  the  war  into  Africa,  the  conduct  of  which 
was  committed  to  Belisarius. 

This  illustrious  eeneral  embarked  in  the  688. 
month  of  June,  at  the  head  of  an  army  which  cP^^Xf 
consisted  only  of  ten  thousand  foot,  and  six  B^-wiM. 
thousand  horse ;  and  landed  in  Africa  in  the 
third  month  after  his  departure.  The  exact 
discipline  which  he  maintained  in  his  army 
made  him  be  looked  upon  rather  as  a  deliverer 
than  enemy.  He  therefore  advanced  near  Car^ 
tha^,  without  meeting  almost  any  resistance. 
At  last  he  encountered  Gelimer,  whom  he  to- 
tally routed,  and  next  day  marched  up  to  the 
rates  of  the  city,  the  streets  of  which  were  iU 
mminated  for  his  reception ;  but  being  appre- 
hensive that  the  licentiousness  of  his  troops 
would  be  favoured  by  the  darkness,  he  encamp- 
ed without  the  walls ;  and  the  day  following, 
made  his  entry  as  if  into  a  city  of  the  empire, 
without  tumult,  violence,  or  even  an  interrup- 
tion of  commerce.  Carthage  had  been  imder 
the  dominion  of  the  Vandals  foiurscore  and 
fifteen  years. 

Gelimer  had  sent  into  Spain  to  request  as-    odimer 
sistance  from  Theudis,  king  of  the  Visi^ths  ;  .n^bSidon 
and  his  ambassadors,  who  knew   nothmg  of  utoSpi^ 
what  had  passed,  confidently  affirmed  that  he 
was  on  the  point  of  crushing  the  Romans,  who 
were  only  a  handful  of  banditti.    But  Theudis, 
who  was  better  informed,  bid  them  return  to 
Carthage,  and  examine  into  the  state  of  afiairs. 
Being  dismissed  with  this  answer,  they  arrived 
in  the  harbour  of  that  city,  where  they  had 
not  the  least  suspicion  of  meeting  with  ene- 
mies, and  were  conducted  to  Bensarius,  who 
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dufTered  them  to  depart  oq  their  leveaUn^  the 
secret  of  their  cooimissioii. 

Mean  time,  the  Vandal  mcHiarcfai  ocdlected  a 
new  army,  while  his  emissaries  attempted  to 
corrupt  the  Hmis  in  the  Roman  service,  who, 
discontented  with  the  strictness  of  the  discip- 
line, and  apprehensive  of  being*  detained  in 
Africa,  promised  to  revolt  upon  the  first  op- 
portunity ;  but  the  general  having*  discovered 
the  plot,  regained  the  affection  of  those  barba- 
rians by  loading  them  with  caresses,  and  dis- 
tributing among  them  a  quantity  of  wine,  when 
they  acknowledged  their  treachery,  and  pro- 
mised to  make  amends  for  it  by  their  future 
behaviour.  At  Tricamara  he  defeated  an  army 
of  ten  times  his  own  number,  for  it  consisteci 
of  a  hundred  thousand  men ;  and  Gelinier  fled 
to  an  inaccessible  mountain  in  the    remotest 

f>art  of  Numidia,  where,  reduced  to  a  savage 
ife,  for  the  country  produced  only  barley  and 
rye,  which  the  Moors  had  neither  skill  to  grind 
nor  bake,  after  suffering  the  severest  hardships 
for  three  months,  he  found  himself  obliged  to 
surrender.  Belisarius  received  him  at  Car- 
thage, where  he  caused  him  to  be  detained 
till  the  pleasure  of  Justinian  was  known, 
M4.  Had  the  emperor's  conduct  been  g'uided  by 
iiiipr*Xn^y  prudcucc,  hc  would  have  perceived  that  it  was 
•"•p*'**!*  absolutely  necessary  the  great  man,  who  in 
three  months  had  annihilated  the  power  of  the 
Vandals,  should  be  continued  in  his  command 
in  order  to  secure  his  conquest.  But  at  Con- 
stantinople envy  had  wakeful  eyes.  Even  some 
of  the  hero's  officers  suffered  themselves  to  be 
made  tools  of  the  malice  of  the  courtiers,  and 
he  was  accused  of  a  design  to  revolt.     Being 
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informed  of  this  charge,  and  Justinian  having 
left  it  to  his  choice,  either  to  stay  in  Africa  or 
return,  he  immediately  set  out  in  order  to  re- 
fute the  calumny. 

A  triumph  was  decreed  him,  an  honour  which  a  ^^^ 
till  then  had  never  been  granted  in  the  East,  **hiiiu 
and  Gelimer  followed  his  chariot  at  the  head 
of  the  prisoners ;  that  unhappy  prince  often 
repeating  those  words  so  well  adapted  to  his 
misfortunes.  Vanity  of  vanities,  all  is  vanity! 
After  the  triumph,  Justinian  assigned  him  some 
lands  in  Galatia,  where  he  passed  the  remain- 
der of  his  days. 

The  moment  that  Belisarius  embarked,  the  Maiadmi- 
Moors  raised  an  insurrection ;  and  tranquillity  °*aSSC 
was  not  restored  by  his  successors  till  after  a 
war  of  fourteen  years.  Africa,  the  number  of 
whose  inhabitants  was  prodigiously  diminished, 
remained  subject  to  the  empire  till  the  invasion 
of  the  Saracens,  that  is  about  a  hundred  years, 
and  even  the  name  of  the  Vandals  was  for  ever 
obliterated  in  that  country.  It  was  divided  by 
Justinian  into  seven  provinces,  Tingitana,  Mau- 
ritania, Numidia,  the  province  of  Carthage, 
Byzacene,  Tripolitana,  and  Sardinia,  that  island 
having  made  part  of  the  Vandal  territories. 
He  treated  the  Arians  in  his  new  dominions 
as  he  every  where  treated  the  heretics ;  and 
though,  at  first,  he  affected  a  mild  government, 
the  people  were  soon  ruined  by  the  collectors 
of  the  revenue. 

Chosroes  sent  him  an  embassy  of  congratu-  ohmtos 
lation,  or  rather  to  brave  him,  by  demanding  a  '^'^^'^ 
share  of  the  booty ;  *  For, '  said  he,  *  had  it 
not  been  for  the  peace  with  the  Persians,  the 
Romans  would  not  have  been  able  to  conquer 
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the  Vandals ;  ^  and  magnificent  presents  i 
sent  him  in  order  to  prevent  a  rupture. 
Fomp  and  The  riches  of  which  Genseric  bad  plund( 
'"'°5?^  Rome  would  have  been  of  great  use  to  the 
^****«^  peror,  had  he  employed  them  for  the  pu 
Denefit.  But  the  expenses  of  Theodora  al 
swallowed  up  immense  treasures.  In  her  j< 
ney  to  the  baths  of  Bithynia,  she  was  at  ten 
by  a  train  of  four  thousand  men.  She  was 
vish  in  her  donations  to  churches  and  moi 
teries,  while  she  insulted  religion  by  her  crin 
nor  was  her  husband's  piety  much  more 
■I  .  tional.   Let  us  here,  in  general,  observe  an 

portant  truth,  the  proofs  of  which  occur  e?< 

moment.     That  true  piety  which  enllght 

I  and  elevates  the  soul  necessarily  produces 

k  fects  equally  beneficial  and  noble  ;  but,  on 

tar*  contrary,  superstition,  when  substituted  in 

place,  debases,  tortures,  or  depraves  human 
ture.     Its  yoke  is  heavy,  ana  sometimes  dr 
blind  but  innocent  victims  to  the  grave  - 
perverse  it  hardens,    by  teaching    them^t 
the  want  of  virtue  may  be  compensated 
outward  observances  ;   or,  at  least,  it  pla 
the  greatest  merit  in  what  is  of  no  estimat 
when  put  in  the  balance  with  the   duties 
life. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

FIRST  EXPEDITION  OF  BELISARIUS  INTO  ITALY. 

It  is  a  kind  of  prodigy  to  see  important  en-  CMia 
terprises  executed  under  a  weak  government ;  AiSSl^tu 
but  so  favourable  were  the  con  junctures,  that  "» ^*^y* 
the  conquest  of  Africa  was  quickly  followed  by 
that  of  Italy.  Amalasontha,  mother  of  Athalaric, 
who,  under  the  title  of  queen,  which  she  as- 
sumed during  her  regency,  governed  his  domi- 
nions with  amnirable  prudence,  had  the  morti- 
fication of  seeing  that  young  prince  hurried 
into  vice  by  the  arts  of  his  courtiers  ;  and  they 
even  formed  a  design  to  deprive  her  of  the 
royalty,  of  which  she  made  too  good  an  use 
not  to  draw  upon  her  their  hatred.  But  she 
broke  their  desi^,  and  put  to  death  the  chiefs 
of  the  cabal,  after  having  received  the  assur- 
ance of  Justinian,  that,  in  case  of  necessity,  she 
should  find  an  asylum  at  Constantinople.  sim  ii  pot 

This  princess  had  a  more  dangerous  enemy  ^  ^^ 
in  Theodatus,  nephew  of  her  father  Theodoric,  TiieSutm. 
and  governor  of  Tuscany,  whose  extortions  she 
had  restrained  and  punished.  Transported  with 
rage  at  this  imagined  injury,  he  privately  en- 
gaged to  put  Tuscany  into  the  hands  of  the 
emperor,  on  condition  of  receiving  a  sum  of 
money,  and  the  dignity  of  senator  in  Constan- 
tinople. In  the  mean  time  Athalaric  died,  ex- 
hausted by  his  debaucheries;  and  Amalascmthay 
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flattering  herself  that  Theodatus,  the  only  survi- 
vor of  the  royal  family,  might  be  attached  to  her 
by  motives  pf  gratitude, procured  him  the  crown, 
though  she  still  kept  the  authority  in  her  own 
hands.  He  readily  took  an  oath  to  comply  in 
every  thing  with  her  pleasure ;  but  soon  after 
shut  her  up  in  a  fortress,  where  she  was  strang- 
led. Cassiodorus,  who  continued  in  office  un- 
der this  prince,  speaks  of  him  with  admiration. 
Perhaps  that  old  minister,  being  naturally  of  a 
declamatory  turn,  was  charmed  with  his  afiec- 
tation  of  Piatonism,  and  a  few  acts  of  seeming 
justice.  After  all,  is  it  surprising  that  a  writer, 
in  other  respects  estimable,  should,  after  long 
residence  at  court,  sometimes  assiune  the  tone 
of  a  flatterer  ? 

Mft.         Justinian  eagerly  embraced  the  pretence  fur- 

*^^  nished  him  by  the  death  of  Amalasontha  for  exe- 
^^^^t  cuting  his  designs  upon  Italy.   Belisarius  seized 

TSy.  upon  Sicily,  \m\\e  Mondonus,  another  general 
of  distinction,  invaded  Dalmatia,  and  made 
himself  master  of  Salone  ;  upon  which  the  ti- 
mid Theodatus  offered  to  abdicate  the  king- 
dom^ on  condition  of  receiving  lands  to  the 
value  of  twelve  hundred  pounds  weight  of  gold 
yearly  rent,  and  even  sent  pope  Agapetus  II, 
to  Constantinople  in  order  to  solicit  a  peace. 
But  Mondonus  having  been  overpowered  by 
numbers,  and .  slain,  he  retracted  his  engage- 
ments, and  hastened  his  ruin. 

636.  Belisarius  took  Naples  by  storm,  after  a 
^mS"  bloody  siege  of  twenty  dajrs ;  and  the   Goths, 

P^  filled  with  indignation  against  their  king  for 
not  marching  to  its  relief,  proclaimed  Vitiges, 
an  officer  ot  tried  valour.  Theodatus  endea- 
yoiu^ed  to  escape  by  flight,  but  was  overtaken 
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and  murdered ;  and  Vitiges  having  received 
the  oath  of  allegiance  from  pope  Silverius,  the 
senate  and  the  people  of  Rome  set  out  for 
Ravenna  to  assemble  an  army.  In  a  short 
time  Belisarius  presented  himself  at  the  gates 
of  Rome;  and  the  inhabitants,  by  advice  of 
the  pope,  who  exhorted  them  not  to  expose 
themselves  imprudently  to  danger,  surrendered 
without  standmg  an  attack.  Thus  was  Rome 
restored  to  the  empire,  threescore  years  after 
it  had  been  lost. 

With  five  thousand  men  Belisarius  under-  537. 
took  to  defend  that  immense  city  against  anfj^J^^SS 
army  of  more  than  a  hundred  thousand  Ostro-  •Niv- 
goths.  He  trusted  to  the  valour  and  discipline 
of  his  troops.  He  had  gained  all  his  victories 
with  small  armies  ;  and  besides,  the  enemy  be- 
ing acquainted  only  with  field  service,  in  their 
sieges  probably  employed  Italian  engineers, 
who  certainly  were  lar  from  being  zealous  in 
their  cause.  This  sie^e,  which  is  one  of  the 
most  remarkable  in  history,  lasted  a  year  and 
nine  days.  Procopius  has  given  an  interesting 
account  of  it,  with  some  particulars  which  have 
a  tincture  of  the  marvellous.  Vitiges  having 
secured  Porto,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Tiber, 
which  was  unprovided  with  a  garrison,  the  be- 
sieged were  extremely  pressed  for  want  of  pro- 
visions ;  but  an  infectious  distemper  having 
broken  out  in  the  camp  of  the  besiegers,  and 
Belisarius  having  received  some  reinforce- 
ments, a  truce  was  agreed  upon  for  three 
months,  which,  however,  was  kept  by  neither 
party;  and  at  last  Vitiges,  dreading  that  he 
should  lose  Ravenna  by  treachery,  raised  the 
3iege. 

k:k2 


We  ^ball  here  mentioD  a  curcimistaiice  ex-*. 
u.  pressive  of  the  manneis  and  opioioas  of  the 
age.  Belisarios,  desigiuii§r  to  repair  a  breadi 
in  the  walb  opposite  to  St  Peter's  church,  was 
prevented  by  the  Romans,  who  assured  him 
that  St  Peter  had  promised  to  defend  it.  The 
Ostrogoths,  who,  notwithstanding  their  Aria- 
nism,  nad  fervent  sentiments  of  piety,  made  no 
attack  upon  that  Quarter ;  and  tne  miracle  ap- 
peared so  unquestionahle,  that  it  was  long*  made 
a  point  of  religion  not  to  rehuild  the  wsuL 

While  the  generak  were  employed  in  makings 
vast  conquests,  the  emperor's   vanity,    rather 
than  his  zeal,  was  employed  in  religious  mat* 
ters.     He  wrote  several  books  of  theology;  he 
decided  as  dogmatically  as  a  doctor   of  the 
church ;  and  bis  absolute  power  gave  weight 
to  his  determinations.     Be  of  my  opinum^  said 
he  one  day  to  pope  Agapetus,  or  I  mli  bamsk 
you  to  the  extremities  of  the  empire.    The  greatest 
part  of  the  bishops  conformed  the  more  readily 
to  his  sentiments,  as  he  increased  their  autho^ 
rity  over  the  people. 
JJ»gJ^^     It  was  he  who  first  established  a  bishop's 
court,  as  is  observed  by  Mr  Le  Beau  ;  but  ne 
gave  it  no  compulsoiy  power.    By  his  regula- 
tion, in  all  civil  causes,  clerks  and  monks  were 
in  the  first  instance,  to  be  summoned  before 
the  bishc^ ;  in  criminal,  either  before  the  bi- 
shop or  a  secular  judge.    The  sentence  of  a 
secular  judge  against  a  clerk  could  not  be  exe- 
cuted without  leave  of  the  bishop.     In  case  of 
refusal,  the  matter  was  to  be  laid  before  the 
prince.     Bishops  and  nuns  were  in  no  case 
amenable  before  secular  courts. 
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Had  he  not  exhausted  the  treasury  in  build-  cumrA 
ing  the  stately  church  of  St  Sophia,  that  edi-  st  Sophia. 
fice  would  have  been  a  more  glorious  monu- 
ment to  his  memory.  When  it  was  consecrat- 
edy  joining  his  own  praises  to  those  of  the 
Deity,  he  exclaimed,  Solomon^  I  have  outdone 
thee!  The  cupola  was  new  covered  with  long 
slabs  of  marble  without  wood  work,  in  order 
to  prevent  fires.  This  church  had  been  burn- 
ed during  the  sedition  in  532.  The  sanctuary 
was  plated  with  silver,  the  weight  of  whicu 
is  said  to  have  amounted  to  forty  thousand 
pounds.  The  altar,  which  shone  with  jewels, 
was  supported  by  four  pillars  of  massy  gold. 
Such  immense  treasures  were  destined  one  day 
to  become  a  prey  to  the  Turks,  and  that  state- 
ly cathedral  to  be  converted  into  a  mosque. 
Justinian  had  fixed  the  number  of  clerks  in  the 
cathedral  of  St  Sophia  to  four  hundred  and 
eighty-five,  besides  forty  deaconesses ;  but  they 
were  afterwards  increased  to  eight  hundrea. 
What  enormous  siuns  must  their  maintenance 
have  cost ! 

As  it  is  inconsistent  with  our  plan  to  enter      fisa. 
into  the  particulars  of  a  war,  we  shall  rapidly  ^S^ 
follow  Belisarius  to  the  conclusion  of  his  expe-  ^^^««»* 
dition  into  Italy,  where  he  at  last  laid  siege  to 
Ravenna,  into  which  Vitiges  had  thrown  nim- 
self  with  the  remains  of  his  forces.    The  Franks 
offered  that  prince  an  army  of  five  hundred 
thousand  men,  on  condition  of  his  ceding  to 
them  part  of  his  dominions ;  but  as  he  nad 
found  them  treacherous  on  another  occasion, 
he  chose  rather  to  treat  with   the  Romans. 
The  emperor  consented    that  Vitiges  should 
keep  the  whole  territory  beyond  the  Po ;  but 
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Belisanus  being*  already  master  of  that  conil' 
trr.  and  on  the  point  of  reducing  all  Italy  to 
hi5  obedience*  rehised  to  sign  the  treaty. 

In  the  mean  time  a  fire  broke  out  in  the 
magazines  of  Ravenna ;  and  the  Goths,  appre- 
hensive of  perishing  by  famine,  privately  made 
an  otS^r  of  the  crown  to  Belisarius  ;  such  was 
the  admlrjLtion  with  which   he    had   inspired 
them.     But  he  replied,  I  am  a  subject  of  the 
emperor,  and  cannot  accept  such  an  ofier  with- 
out his  consent.     Vitiges  beine  informed  of 
this  step  raken  by  the  Goths,  onered  to  abdi^ 
cate  in   his   favour ;   and  that  great    eeneral 
seized  the  opportunitv  of  putting  an  enci  to  the 
war.    Without  explaining  himself  any  further, 
he  promised  the  enemy  entire  security  for  their 
lives  and  properties ;  and  it  being*  concluded 
that  he  would  certainly  accept  the  cromn,  he 
was  received  into  the  city.     At  last  his  secret 
views  were  discovered.   He  kept  his  word,  and 
treated  the  Goths  with  the  same  kindness  as 
the  Romans ;  but,  bv  an  unjustifiable  policy, 
secured  the  person  of'  the  king,  and  sent  him 
to  Constantinople,  to  which  he  himself  was  re- 
called by  the  emperor  from  motives  of  jealousy, 
excited    by    the    malignity'  of  the  courtiers, 
thouufh  uniier  pretence  pf  giving  him  the  ccxn- 
man^  of  the  anny  against  Chosroes,  who  was 
preparing  to  commence  hostilities.      Vitiges 
^"as  made  a  patrician. 

Nothing  could  have  been  more  easy  for  Beli* 
AwIuLm  sarins  than  to  make  himself  king  of  Italy. 
Ildibald,  whom  the  Ostrogoths  invested  with 
that  dignity,  for  they  preser\'ed  Pftvia  and  Ve^ 
rona,  again  solicited  hmi  to  accept  it ;  but  he 
refused  it  anew,  bein^  incap^tble  of  betraying^ 
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even  far  a  kingdom,  a  prince  ever  open  to  sus- 

Sicion,  and  whose  ingratitude  he  had  reason  to 
read.  In  him  every  thing  was  heroic ;  his 
magnanimity,  his  virtues,  even  exceeded  his 
mihtary  talents.  A  nation  would  have  been 
happy  m  having  him  for  a  master^  since  even 
those  enemies  who  had  so  frequently  been  van- 

auished  by  his  arms  were  desirous  of  living  un- 
er  his  government.  The  peasants  were  secure 
in  their  fields,  while  he  made  monarchs  tremble. 
An  army^  said  he,  ought  to  protect^  not  to  ravage^ 
/fte  country.  In  an  age  pf  meanness  and  corrup- 
tion, he  seemed  to  revive  the  heroes  of  ancient 
Rome. 

But  worthless  intriguers  had  more  credit  at  intrigoM 
court;  and  the  better  service  he  did  the  state  *8**^*^ 
the  more  inveterate  were  they  against  him.  We 
shall  see  them  one  day  triumph  over  this  great: 
man.  Such  is  often  the  unhappiness  of  princes, 
who,  by  the  insidious  arts  of  some  jealous  and 
craving  miscreants  round  them,  whom  they 
imagine  attached  to  their  person,  while  their 
fortune  only  is  the  object,  are  blinded  to  merit, 
and  rendered  suspicious  even  of  virtue.  But 
did  not  the  services  of  Belisarius  speak  for 
him  ?  Had  not  his  fidelity  undergone  sufficient- 
ly numerous  and  distinmiished  trials  ?  And  had 
Justinian  been  endowed  with  a  great  soul  and 
a  just  understanding,  could  he  not  have  dis- 
cerned between  the  arts  of  intrigue  and  the 
noble  conduct  of  heroic  zeal?  We  shall  air 
ways  find  him  employing  Belisarius  in  cases 
of  necessity  ;  always  trusting  him,  and  always 
recompensing  his  services  with  disgrace. 


tnbuuirim. 


CHAPTER  IV. 


lTT.1'TtM.\HFll  IS  IT  ALT  MY  TtTTlLA^ 

Jz^TisikS  repaired  or  buih  a  vast  number  of 
ciiies  ujg  lorzieaoes,  bj  which  he  ^^hflfi^gtfd  the 
jtnGj.ut  vitixAut  aiigmeDDDg'  the  real  streogth 
oE  bis  empire :  as  no  fordficatioos  could  sop- 
pJT  ibe  want  of  discipliDe,  courage,  and  public 
spdrh.  \lliea  xbt:  aimies  ceased  to  be  conunand- 
ed  br  geneials  of  uncooimon  abilities,  every 
thkcg  felt  symptotts  of  decay.  After  the  depar- 
tiire  of  Belisanos,  the  Goths,  as  we  shall  see 
eli^irbere^  again  grew  formidable,  while  Chos- 
TOf^  spread  terror  tiirough  the  fast. 

That  w  arlike  prince,  who  was  filled  w  ith  un- 
easiness at  the  success  of  J  ustinian's  aims,  not- 
withstanding- that  emperor's  earnest  desire  to 
keep  upon  good  terms  with  him,  renewed  the 
war  ;  and,  having  invaded  Syria,  and  taken 
without  resistance  the  strong  cities  of  Uiera^ 
polis  and  Bersea,  now  Aleppo,  laid  siege  to  An- 
tiocb,  the  rival  of  Rome  and  Constantinople, 
w  hich  he  entered  by  escalade,  and  reduced  to 
ashes,  after  abandoning  it  to  be  pillaged  by  hia 
army,  because  the  inhabitants  had  insulted  him 
from  their  walls. 

Justinian  having  sent  ambassadors  with  new 
pro|)osals  of  peace,  who  began  with  represent- 
ing to  him  the  injustice  of  that  war  which  had 
been  undertaken  m  violation  of  the  treaties,  he 
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replied^  that  the  emperor  had  heen  the  first 
aggressor,  and  proved  it  by  letters  written  to 
the  barbarians,  to  stir  them  up  against  the 
Persians,  concluding  with  requiring  so  much 
money  down,  and  a  certain  sum  annually.  Up* 
on  this  the  ambassadors  exclaiming.  What! 
Sfiall  the  Ramans  be  tributary  to  the  Persians  f 
NOf  replied  Chosroes,  you  shall  pay  us  a  subsidy 
as  you  do  to  die  Huns  and  Saracens^  for  the  de^ 
fince  of  your  frontiers.  And,  at  last,  it  was  sti- 
pulated that  he  should  immediately  be  paid  five 
thousand  pounds  weight  of  gold,  besides  five 
hundred  every  year. 

Scai'ce  was  the  treaty  concluded,  when  it  was  Ptanim 
violated  by  both  parties.   Belisarius  being  sent  yjJSrio,^ 
against  the  Persians,  and  Chosroes,  before  he     ^^*^ 
was  attacked,  having  taken  the  strong  city  of      of 
Petra,  and  deprived  the  Romans  of  the  whole  ^^^^■■™* 
territory  of  Lazica,  the  inhabitants  of  which, 
oppressed  by  the  avarice  of  a  Roman  governor, 
had  invited  him  to  deliver  them  from  tyranny, 
and  receive  them  as  his  subjects.     Some  time 
after,  the  king  of  Persia  attempting  to  invade 
Palestine,  Belisarius,  though  he  had  almost  no 
troops,  by  a  stratagem,  made  him  believe  that 
he  was  opposed  by  a  powerful  army,  which  so 
intimidated  him,  that  he  repassed  the  Euphrates. 
But  that  general  was  recalled  for  the  war  in 
Italy  ;  and  his  successor  Martinus,  at  the  head 
of  thirty  thousand  men,  was  put  to  flight  by 
four  thousand  Persians.     Thus,  where  Beh« 
sarins  did  not  command,  the  empire  met  with         * 
nothing  but  loss  and  disgraces. 

Italy  was  on  the  point  of  being  dismember-     My 
cd  from  the  empire.    The  generals  though t^*"i£^*^ 
more  of  pillaging  than  defending  it.    A  logo-  ^^«»»* 
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theros,  or  superintendftot  of  the  finances,  wl 
Justinian  had  sent  in  quality  of  ^vemor,  1 
ing  disgusted  the  people  and  tBe  army  bj 
the  oppressions  of  a  knavish  and  unfed 
tax-gatherer,  Itdibald,  kin^  of  the  Ostrogo 
whose  whole  force  consisted  at  first  only  < 
thousand  men,  soon  fonned  a  numerous  ar 
and  made  himself  master  of  all  the  coui 
on  the  north  of  the  Po ;  but  being'  guilti 
some  acts  of  injustice,  was  assassinated,  as 
his  successor  £varic,  who  was  deemed  unwoi 
of  the  throne. 
Totik  The  hopes  of  the  nation  were  revived 
"jj^'J^Totila,  nephew  of  Ildibatd,  a  prince  com 
Oothi.  rable  to  Theodoric,  who  was  proclaimed 
541.  He  defeated  the  Romans  at  Faenza, : 
afterwards  at  Marcello,  near  Florence;  u 
which  occasions  he  treated  the  prisoners  v 
such  humanity,  that  tlicy  became  bis  iaitl 
subjects.  His  success  tilled  even  Rome  i 
Ravenna  with  alarms ;  and  Lucania,  Api 
Calabria,  and  even  Naples,  were  soon  in 
power.  The  Italian  troops  not  receiving  tl 
pay.  subsisted  by  rapine,  and  disregarded 
orders  of  their  generals,  while  those  of  To 
observed  exact  discipline.  That  hero,  so  n 
to  the  conquered,  could  never  be  prevai 
upon  to  pardon  a  soldier  who  had  ravished 
daughter  of  a  Roman,  though  one  of 
bravest  men  in  the  army.  Tkat  anv  of 
subjects  should  be  unhappy,  said  he,  Jills  me  \ 
'  the  most  heart-piercing  sorrow ;  but  I  m\ 
should  be  the  author  of  their  greatest  calamii 
did  I  leave  crimes  unpumshed.  Such  oug-ht 
have  been  the  septiments  and  practice  of 
emperors. 
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While  afikirs  were  in  this  unprosperous  si-      544. 
tuation,  the  generals  informed  Justinian  that   ^"^^ 


Italy  would  be  lost,  if  succours  were  not  very  . 
speedily  seat ;  upon  which  Belisarius  was  des-  *^  ^' 
patched  for  that  country,  but  with  so  few 
troops,  that  the  brave  general  was  obliged  to 
shut  himself  up  in  Ravenna.  In  the  mean 
time,  Rome  was  besieged  by  Totila,  and  the 
Goths  having  made  themselves  masters  of  a 
fleet,  loaded  with  provisions  from  Sicily,  the 
inhabitants  were  reduced  by  famine  to  despair; 
while  two  rapacious  commanders,  far  from  en- 
deavouring to  relieve  their  misery,  took  a  cruel 
advantage  of  it,  by  selling  at  an  excessive  price 
the  corn  which  they  concealed  in  subteri*aneous 
vaults.  A  bushel  of  wheat  was  sold  for  seven 
aurei,  about  5/.  12s.  lOid.  In  vain  did  Beli- 
sarius, who  had  received  some  reinforcements, 
attempt  to  throw  a  convoy  into  Rome.  His 
orders  were  badly  executed;  and  it  fell  in- 
to the  hands  of  the  enemy,  befor^e  it  reached 
the  city. 

Some  Isaurian  deserters  having  found  means      54^ 
to  make  the  Gothic  monarch  master  of  one  of  '^^^^^^1^ 
the  gates,  he  entered  the  place,  and  the  garri-  and  tpmi 
son  fled.     Upon  which  he  gave  strict  orders    Bmam. 
to  spare  the  mhabitants,  which  were  so  well  ob- 
served,  that  except  twenty-six  soldiers,  and 
threescore  other  persons,  who  were  put  to  the 
sword  before  the  orders  were  given  out,  not  a 
life  was  lost.    Totila  then  sent  for  the  senators, 
and  reproached  them  with  their  treachery  to  a 
nation  from  which  they  had  received  so  many 
obligations ;    contrasting  the   gentle  govem-r 
ment    of   Theodoric  and  Amala3ontha,  with 
their  late  oppressions^ 
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nm'jm^  You  have  received  the  proper  reward  i^  your  \ 
ivp'^oc'i^  treacliery  and  ingratitude^  said  he  to  them.  A  I 
new  master  has  crushed  you  under  a  load  of  taxes, 
notwithstanding  the  horrors  qf  war  ;  and  the  col- 
lectors of  his  revenue  have  done  you  more  imsdaef 
than  the  enemy.  No  reply  could  be  made  to 
this  reproof;  yet  we  snail  find  the  Romans 
again  desirous  to  change  their  masters,  and  a- 
gain  having  reason  to  repent  of  it.  Suchk 
the  blindness  of  nations. 
BdiMrim  Totila  had  resolved  to  destroy  Rome,  which 
JJ^Sdt  h®  could  not  keep,  as  he  had  occasion  for  his 
K«»»«  troops  elsewhere ;  but  was  diverted  from  that 
design  by  Belisarius,  who  represented  to  him 
by  letter,  that  he  would  sully  his  renown  by 
destroying  the  most  magnificent  city  in  the 
world.  Men  immortalize  tliemselveSy  and  serve 
society  by  building  cities,  said  the  g^eneral  in  his 
letter,  but,  by  destroying  them,  declare  themsekes 
enemies  qf  their  species,  and  incur  eternal  disgrace. 
The  king  thanked  him  for  his  advice,  promis- 
ed to  profit  by  it,  and  quitted  Rome  after  dis- 
persing its  inhabitants.  Soon  after,  Relisarius 
took  possession  of  it ;  and  being  attacked  by 
the  Goths,  though  the  walls  were  in  very  bad 
repair,  had  the  glory  of  defending  it  against 
Totila,  all  whose  attacks  he  repulsed  ;  but  that 
prince  defeated  other  generals,  and  took  other 
places,  particulary  Perusia,  which  held  out  seven 
months. 
648.  Belisarius  had  quitted  Italy,  after  having 

**JJ"™  been  five  years  left  without  assistance,  a  wit- 
^^«^*^  ness  of  the  enemy's  success,  and  in  no  condi- 
****        tion  to  maintain  his  former  reputation.     Jus-     I 
tinian  ruined  the  empire  by  useless  buildings, 
and  thought  he  did  a  great  deal  when  he  grant* 
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ed  the  general  a  handful  of  men.  Bad  officer9> 
and  troops  without  pay  or  provisions,  were  op- 
posed to  a  young,  intrepid,  prudent,  active 
monarch,  adored  by  his  soldiers  and  subjects, 
and  whose  forces  increased  with  his  victories. 
Had  not  Belisarius  obtained  leave  to  return  to 
Constantinople,  he  ran  the  risk  of  being  in  a 
short  time  crushed  by  Totila.  He  carried 
with  him  great  sums,  which  he  had  raised  by 
contribution  in  Italy ;  a  stain  of  which  it  is 
impossible  to  clear  his  memory,  unless  we  sup- 
pose, against  all  probability,  that  considering 
the  extreme  w^ant  in  which  he  was  left  by  Jus- 
tinian, he  thought  himself  obliged  to  accumu- 
late money  by  every  method,  for  the  service  of 
the  prince. 

Twelve  years  before,  the  Goths  had  ceded  to  Jmtmiaa 
the  Franks  their  possessions  in  Gaul,  which  ex-  TotdTloHrt 
tended  from  the  Alps  to  the  Rhone,  and  from  j^^ 
the  Mediterranean  to  the  kingdom  of  the  Bur- 
gundians  ;  and  Justinian,  desirous  of  attaching 
to  himself  that  nation,  which  was  already  very 
powerful,  under  pretence  that  those  provinces 
of  right  belonged  to  him,  confirmed,  oy  an  au- 
thentic act,  the  cession  made  to  the  Franks. 
On  the  other  hand,  Totila,  no  less  solicitous  of 
bringing  them  over  to  his  interest,  demanded 
in  marria^  the  daughter  of  Theodebert,  king* 
of  Austrasia.  But  tnat  prince  replied.  That  hts 
daughter  ought  to  have  a  king  Jor  her  husband^ 
and  that  Totila  was  not  king  qf'  Italy ^  because  he 
could  not  keep  Rome. 

Theodebert  having  made  himself  master  of  Theodebert 
the  Alps,  extended  his  conquests  into  Liguria    "*  ^^' 
and  Venetia ;  but,  incensed  at  the  emperor  for 
assuming  the  title  of  Conqueror  of  the  Franks. 
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and  Alemains,  made  a  treaty  of  partition  with 
the  Gothic  monarch,  and  designed  in  person  to  ! 
carry  the  war  into  the  East,  when  he  was  cut  I 
off  m  the  middle  of  his  enterprises  by  an  im-  I 
timely  death. 
540.  ^       At  last  Totila,  taking  to  heart  the  reproach 

^Stei*5^  of  Theodebert,  retook  Kome,  which  he  rebuilt, 
oJ^  and  new  peopled ;  and  afterwards  invaded  Sicik 
from  whence  he  returned  with  a  rich  booty.  Li 
the  mean  time^  Thrace  was  threatened  by  the 
Lombards,  who  were  settled  in  Pannonia  aod 
Noricum  ;  the  Gepidse,  from  Sirmium  and  Da- 
cia;  the  Heruli,  established  in  Maesia,  and, 
above  all,  by  the  Sclavonians,  who  became  for- 
midable soon  after  the  beginning  of  this  reign. 
This  numerous  and  fierce  nation  orig'inally  set- 
tled in  the  northern  parts  of  Sarmatia,  after- 
wards spread  themselves  along*  the  borders  of 
the  Palus  Mseotis  and  the  Vistula,  and,  foUow- 
inff  the  steps  of  the  Vandals,  had  fixed  their 
habitations  oetween  that  river  and  the  Niester. 
The  Antes,  one  of  their  most  disting^'sbed  ; 
tribes,  who  have  been  confounded  with  the  } 
Bulgarians,  or  with  the  Abares,  bad  settled 
near  the  Danube* 
aiw         Those  Sclavonians  were  men   of  g'l'eat  sta- 

^^ITSSrt*  tiure,  robust,  and  indefatigable,  who  inhabited  : 
detached  cottages.  They  despised  agriculture, 
and  were  solely  employed  in  war;  extremely  ' 
jealous  of  their  liberty,  and  generously  hospi-  ; 
table,  notwithstanding  the  fierceness  of  their  \ 
disposition.  Their  first  incursion  into  Thrace  { 
ana  Illyria  was  dreadful ;  and  though  their  j 
numbers  were  at  that  time  very  small,  they 
struck  so  much  terror,  and  committed  suca 
horrid  ravages  and  cruelties,  that  Justiniw 
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sent  his  nephew  Germanus  to  oppose  them. 
Awed  by  the  reputation  of  that  general,  they 
retired ;  but  Germanus,  who  was  to  have  suc- 
ceeded Belisarius  in  Italy,  and  whose  virtues 
had  resisted  the  corruption  of  the  court,  dyin^ 
suddenly,  they  repassed  the  Danube,  defeated 
several  generals,  and  advanced  within  a  day's 
march  of  Constantinople ;  and  though  again 
obliged  to  retreat,  yet  this  check  only  increased 
their  fury. 

To  complete  the  misfortunes  of  the  empire,  mi. 
the  war  with  the  Persians,  which  had  been  sus-  p,^£^a 
pended  by  a  truce  of  four  years,  was  kindled  '^^^ 
anew  in  Lazica ;  and  the  Romans,  who  at  first 
were  victorious,  losing  their  advantages,  Justi- 
nian again  purchased  a  truce,  the  conditions  of 
which  were  dictated  by  Chosroes.  Instead  of 
annual  payments,  the  emperor  at  once  dis- 
charged the  whole  sum  that  was  demanded  for 
five  years,  to  avoid  the  appearance  of  being 
subjected  to  a  tribute  j  a  piece  of  childish  va- 
nity, worthy  of  that  prince's  narrow  genius. 
However,  two  monks  made  amends  for  this 
loss,  by  bringing  to  Constantinople  some  silk 
worms'  eggs,  witn  the  secret  of  turning  them 
to  advantage.  The  price  of  silk  was  then  ex- 
cessive, and  the  Persians  enriched  themselves 
by  that  trade. 

The  emperor's  artifices  were  far  from  blind-  comphinia 
ing  the  eyes  of  the  public.     The  sums  which    "^jj^ 
he  paid  to  the  enemies  of  the  Roman  name  anperor. 
were  looked  upon  as  a  disgraceful  tribute ;  and 
the  people  loudly  complained,  that,  in  the  space 
of  eleven  years  and  a  half,  he  had  payed  to 
Chosroes  four  thousand  six  hundred  pounds 
weight  of  gold,  which  were  equivalent  to  an 
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annual  tribute  of  four  hundred.  In  one  word, 
he  was  charged  with  meanly  purchasing^  peace 
while  the  war  was  not  discontinued. 
Hemcto  His  bchaviour  to  the  Goths  was  as  intract- 
^^  able  as  his  conduct  to  the  Persians  was  mean. 
Toiiii.  Totila  several  times  sued  for  peace,  and  was  as 
often  refused  ;  though  that  hero  offered,  in  the 
name  of  his  nation,  to  pay  a  tribute,  to  re- 
nounce all  pretensions  to  Sicily  and  Dalmatic 
and  to  serve  the  emperor  in  all  his  wars ;  at 
the  same  time  representing,  that  part  of  Italy 
belonged  to  the  Franks,  while  the  Goths  cod- 
tented  themselves  with  the  remains  of  a  coun- 
try which  was  reduced  to  an  entire  desert,  hi 
all  probability  he  would  have  made  Justinian 
repent  his  haughty  refusals,  had  not  Narses 
been  sent  against  him  at  the  head  of  a  strong 
army. 


CHAPTER  V. 

NARSES  WRESTS  ITALY  FROM  THE  GOTSS.      ATFAIB 

OF  THE  THREE  CHAPTERS. 

^bllltS*  N ARSES,  great  chamberlain  and  favourite  of 
'  the  emperor,  was  an  eunuch,  and  unquestion- 
ably a  perfect  master  in  the  mystery  of  court 
intrigues,  as  he  had  raised  himself  frcma  a  state 
of  slavery  to  the  summit  of  power;  yet  his 
merit  and  abilities  were  still  superior  to  bb 
fortune.  The  choice  of  such  a  commander  can 
only  be  attributed  to  the  influence  of  favour, 
for  he  was  unacquainted  with  war  ^  and^  thir- 
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teen  years  before,  when  he  marched  into  Italy 
to  reinforce  BeHsarius,  had,  from  an  unpardon- 
able pique,  crossed  that  general's  operations. 

However,  his  nomination  brought  success.  TiiemeUiod« 
Narses  affected  unwillingness,  that  he  might  ^^^ 
obtain  all  the  supplies  which  he  wanted.     The    •»«**• 
treasury  was  thrown  open  to  him,  and  he  le- 
vied one  of  the  strongest  armies  which  the 
empire  had  for  a  long  time  set  on  foot.     His 
show  of  devotion,  joined  to  uncommon  saga^ 
^^^Yi  ^  great  share  of  courage  and  prudence, 
and  boundless  generosity,  contributed  to  the 
success  of  his  enterprises.  The  soldiers  thought 
him  inspired,  and  believed  themselves  invin-* 
cible  under  his  command. 

The  Franks,  who  were  masters  of  Treviso,     sss. 
Vicenza,  and  Padua,  having  refused  him  a  pas-T^^^^^o 
sa^e,  he  took  the  road  to  Ravenna,  passed  near  ^^**^ij* 
Rimini,  without  losing  time  in  laying  siege  to   ^ 
it,  and  directed  his  course  towards  Rome.   To- 
tila  advancing  a^inst  him,  they  came  to  an 
engagement  in  the  plain  of  Lentagio,  in  the 
dutchy  of  Urbino,  wnere  the  Goths  were  rout- 
ed ;  and  their  king,  after  fruitlessly  endeavour- 
ing to  rally  them,  received  a  mortal  wound 
from  a  lance,  of  which  he  died  at  Capra.     A 
body  of  Lombards  in  the  army  of  Narses  did 
him  good  service  upon  this  occasion.     But  it 
was  not  then  imagined  that  their  nation  would 
soon  reign  in   Italy.      The  conqueror,  after 
making  himself  master  of  Rome,  laid  siege  to 
Cumae,  the  strongest  town  in  the  whole  coun- 
try. 

The  Goths  had  elected  for  their  king  Theia,     psa. 
a  brave  officer,  who,  though  not  possessed  of  the    cSm. 
humanity  of  Totila,  was  worthy  to  succeed  him 
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ia  the  management  of  the  war.     Being  rewlr- 
ed  to  preserve  Cunue,  he  advanced  asfiffas 
Momit  Vesuvius,  where  a  second  battle  was 
fought,  and  the  two  annies  performed  prodi- 
^[ies  of  valour.    Theia,  who  exposed  hunadf 
m  the  thickest  of  the  fight,  had  several  times 
changed  his  buckler,  and,  attempting*  to  do  so 
onoe  more,  that  which  he  had  being'  loaded  with 
twdve  javelins,  he  was  run  through  the  mo- 
ment that  he  laid  open  his  breast;  notwidi- 
standing  which,  the  Goths  continued  the  bat- 
tle n  ith  eoual  fury ;  but  at  last,  being  e3Lhaust- 
ed,  o&rea  to  lav  down  their  anns,  on  coudi- 
tKA  of  being  permitted  to  leave  Italj  with 
their  efiects«  sufered  to  live  accordii^  to  Aeir 
own  laws,  and  treated  as  allies  of  the  empire ; 
to  w^iich  Narses  consulted,  in  order  that  he 
T--ir^.T  2IOX  drive  them  to  despair, 
ju  1^        C^xmie^  defended  by  Aligem,  the  brother  of 
Todk.  ddll  held  out  against  so  formidable  an 
ccirs&y  ;  and  though  the  Romans  threw  down 
^xoicof  the  towers  and  a  gate,  by  help  of  a 
nuzir  a  hich  tbey  dug  through  the  grotto  of  the 
SybiL  they  could  not  make  their  way  into  the 
caiT.    Narses  theiefoie  decamped^  in  order  to 
vuaLC  a  <KWM}ttei<  of  Tuscanv.    Laicca  suboiit- 
HM.  ancr  a  k«^  siepe.    At  fast  Aligem  vdun- 
ttnh  <Q:mcsidered  the  keys  of  Cuma^,  choosing 
nr^  to  s^bmii-  to  the  Romans  than  to  the 
Fmk^  and  Aiemainf^  an  army  of  whom  threat- 
<4K^  Itjhh  under  prL^teoce  of  coming  to  his  as- 
5$s;caaiKX.  ^  Tbtir  Vcadei^  Beuclinus  and  Leu* 
thfcrT5<  ««Y  dcfutcdL  and  $even  thousand  Goths, 
>ftW  iiM  *$s«Eubk!d  in  Compsa,  now  Conza, 
Kotf^  ixvMl  to  $ttiieiider  in  554^  Narses  com- 
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pleted  the  conquest  of  Italy,  which  he  govern- 
ed thirteen  years. 

Thus  fell  the  monarchy  founded  hj  Theodo-  tim  itaiiam 
ric,  and  revived  by  Totila,  two  princes  who  otS^^ 
may  be  compared  with  the  greatest  men  the 
world  has  produced.  The  Gothic  nation,  which 
Procopius  affects  to  hold  in  such  contempt,  me* 
rits  the  praise  and  regret  of  every  man  who  is 
not  blindly  wedded  to  prejudice.  But  these 
Ostrogoths,  so  just  and  numane,  who  treated 
the  Catholics  as  their  brethren,  were  held  in 
detestation,  because  they  were  Arians.  The 
Italians,  though  happy  under  their  dominion, 
formed  a  notion  that  it  was  disgraceful  for  Ca- 
tholics to  be  subject  to  heretics ;  and,  traitors 
to  an  eauitable  government,  made  themselves 
miserable  by  a  change  of  masters. 

Justinian,  in  the  midst  of  the  great  affairs  of  aautot  the 
the  empire,  still  dogmatized,  and  desired  that  ehi^rtm. 
his  opinions  should  be  adopted  as  rules  of  faith. 
Several  years  before,  he  had  published  an  edict 
against  the  Three  Chapters,  tne  name  given  to 
the  theological  works  of  three  authors  j  the 
first  of  whom,  Theodorus  of  Mopsuestia,  died 
in  the  communion  of  the  church ;  and  the  two 
others,  Theodoret  and  Ibas,  had  been  admit- 
ted to  the  council  of  Chalcedon.  But  the  em- 
peror anathematized  their  writing^;  and  all 
were  obliged  to  subscribe  to  his  edict,  under 
pain  of  disgrace.  Pope  Vigilius,  whom  he 
mvited  to  Constantinople,  at  first  refused  to 
sign  it,  but  afterwards  consented ;  upon  which 
some  western  bishops  having  excommuni- 
cated the  pope,  he  was  put  in  prison;  from 
whence  making  his  escape,  he,  in  nis  turn,  ex- 
communicated the  adversaries  of  the  Thrfc 
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dreadful  eanbqiaJLes,  con- 
v:finc  ibe  b&rtmiiaxis  constmntlv  in  aims 
*?*g  cftm  2ii£:  cvi  tbeir  enterprises,  t&e  people 
ai«:iT5  ofi^nsaed  jmd  unbappT — such  is  Uie 
picture  ol  Ju^dnon's  reign,  notwithstanding 
the  sDccess  of  his  senerals.  He  imagined  that 
he  Goold  secure  the  empire  from  inmsion  by 
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buying  off  its  enemies  ;  but  the  money  which 
he  meanly  lavished  for  this  purpose,  only  served 
to  increase  their  avarice  and  insolence.  Before 
him,  the  standing  army  amounted  to  six  hun- 
dred and  forty-five  thousand,  but  he  had  re- 
duced them  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand, 
dispersed  in  all  quarters  of  the  empire  ;  a  re- 
form which,  though  it  would  have  been  laud- 
able in  other  circumstances,  yet  was  then  a 
real  evil,  as  the  troops  were  insufficient  to 
make  head  against  so  many  enemies ;  and  even 
these  were  not  furnished  with  proper  subsist- 
ence, the  sums  destined  for  their  support  being 
embezzled  by  the  receivers,  and  converted  into 
food  for  their  luxury.  The  consequence  of  all 
this  was,  that  the  service  was  abandoned  at  the 
very  time  when  it  became  most  necessary. 
The  emperor  flattered  himself  with  propitiat- 
ing, by  a  relentless  zeal,  the  Divine  vengeance, 
to  which  he  attributed  so  many  misfortunes. 
Blasphemers  and  pagans  were  put  to  death ; 
but  religion  gained  Tittle  by  these  sacrifices  j 
and  the  discontents  still  increased. 

Two  nations,  till  then  unknown,  the  Abares  incmwoiM 
and  Turks,  had  advanced  from  Tartary  to  the    J^l^ 
frontiers  of  the  empire,  from  whence  tney  sent  Turks,  ani 
ambassadors,  with  an  offer  of  alliance,  that  is,     ^''^ 
with  demands  of  a  subsidy  ;  and  Justinian  did 
not  fail  to  let  them  see,  as  had  been  so  often 
done  before,  that  they  could  gain  more  by  at- 
tacking the  Bcmans.    The  following  year,  559, 
Thrace  was  overrun  by  an  army  of  Huns,  who, 

t Arising  the  long  wall,  which  in  some  places  had 
een  thrown  down  by  earthquakes,  and  was 
every  where  unguarded,  made  mcursions  tq  the 
very  gates  of  Constantinople,  and  struck  au 
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universal  panic  even  in  the  heart  of  the  impe* 
rial  palace. 
BdHAriiM      BelisariuSy  who  had  passed  ten  years  unnotic* 
o^^d  ed  at  the  court,  then  seemed  his  country^s  &ole 
gj^gi,  refuge ;   and  heing   intrusted  with  the  oom- 
mand,  defeated  the  harharians,  thoug^h  almost 
without  an  army.     But  envy  awoke  ;  he  was 
immediately  recalled,  and  tne  Huns  renewed 
their  invasion.      The  emperor,  according  to 
custom,  bought  them  ofi,  and  by  this  roused 
the  jealousy  of  other  tribes,  who,  dreading  to 
lose  their  subsidies,  which  had  been  long  paid 
them,  fell  furiously  upon  the  new  comers;  and 
these  barbarians  destroyed  one  another  with 
such  merciless  and  obstinate   rage,   that  not 
only  their  power,  but  their  very  name,  was  ex* 
tin^uished. 
fies.         The  affair  of  greatest  importance  was  to  am- 
s*"*""^  elude  a  solid  peace  with  the  Persians,  who  were 
tbf      much  more  formidable  enemies,  both  from  the 
strength  of  their  empire,  and  the  superior  quali^ 
ties  of  tlieir  sovereign.  After  seven  years  spent 
in  negotiations,  whicn  were  several  times  broken 
off,  a  peace,  no  less  shameful  than  necessary  to 
the  emperor,  was  concluded  for  fifty  years. 
The  pnncipal  conditions  were,  that  the  empire 
should  pay  to  the  Persians  a  subsidy  of  thirty 
thousand  pieces  of  gold ;  that  Chosroes  should 

S've  up  aU  claims  on  Lazica,  and  never  grant 
e  barbarians  a  pass^e  through  the  Ctopiaa 
Straits ;  and  that  the  Romans  should  not  come 
near  any  frontier  of  Persia.  A  toleration  was 
likewise  granted  to  the  Christians,  but  upon 
condition  that  they  should  not  attempt  to  make 
any  proselytes. 
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This  treaty  contained  prayers  to  the  Supreme  Pecuiuritiei 
Being  in  favour  of  those  who  faithfully  observed  thkt^ty. 
it,  and  imprecations  on  the  violators.  Thus, 
the  same  God  was  called  to  witness  by  both 
parties.  The  two  princes  wrote  letters  to  each 
other,  in  order  to  ratify  the  peace.  Among 
the  pompous  titles  assumed  on  that  occasion 
by  tne  kmg  of  Persia,  that  of  Giant  of  Giants 
appears  entirely  new.  Could  any  thing  lessen 
its  ridiculousness,  it  would  be,  that,  in  compari- 
son of  Chosroes,  Justinian  appeared  a  dwarf. 

It  is  related  that  the  emperor,  not  knowing 
where  to  find  mQney,  applied  to  Amicia,  a  lady 
of  great  wealth,  for  a  loan.  That  lady  re- 
quired time,  and  converted  her  riches  into 
plates  of  gold,  with  which  she  lined  the  doma 
of  a  church ;  and,  when  the  work  was  finished, 
showed  it  to  the  prince,  saying,  Thfire  is  all  I 
am  worthy  do  with  it  what  you  please^  upon  which 
Justinian  commended  her  piety,  and  retired  in 
Lt  confusion.  Gregory  of  Tours,  who  re- 
lates this  circumstance  with  great  encomiums  ^ 
on  the  lady,  by  his  narration  furnishes  a  propf ' 
of  a  kind  of  devotipn  th^n  very  common,  which 
was  equally  lavish  to  churches  and  monasteries, 
and  indifferent  to  the  necessities  of  the  public. 

Though  the  prince  gave  evident  signs  of  de-conspincy. 
cay,  some  factious  persons  formed  a  conspiracy ^^^g^^*J^ 
against  his  life ;  but  the  murderers  were  seized  BeUnnni^ 
when  on  the  very  point  of  putting  their  attempt 
in  execution.     One  crime  paves  the  way  for  an- 
other.    Three  villains,  suborned  by  the  encr 
mies  of  Belisarius,  accused  that  hero  of  being 
the  author  of  the  conspiracy ;  in  consequence 
of  which,  he  was  stript  of  all  his  employments, 
and  kept  prisoner  seyen  months  in.  nourly  ex-r 
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pectatlon  of  death  ;  yet  at  last  he  found  means 
to  clear  himself,  and  was  restored  to  the  empe- 
ror's favour,  which,  however,  he  did  not  long 
eojoy,  being  prevented  by  death.  Baronius 
adopts  the  fable,  which  is  now  universally  de- 
cried,  of  his  losing  his  eyes  and  begging  his 
bread. 

Belisarius  is  reproached  with  extreme  weak- 
ness for  his  wife  Antonina,  the   daughter  of 
a  charioteer  of  the  circus,  who,  by  her  birth, 
dissoluteness  and  malignity,  may  be  reckoned 
a  counterpart  of  the  empress  Theodora. 
505.         Nothing  was  wanting  to  complete  the  weak- 
^^^  ness  of  the  old  emperor  but  falling  into  heresy, 
bmticd.  after  having  been  a  continual  persecutor  of  he- 
^"*'***^  retics ;  and  into  this  he  was  drawn  by  his  va- 
nity of  dogmatizing.     He  became  a  follower 
and  promoter  of  the  sect  of  the  Incorruptibles, 
who  maintained  that  the  body  of  Jesus  Christ, 
from  the  moment  of  his  conception,  was  inca- 

Eable  of  change  and  sufiering.  Xhis  chimera 
e  attempted  to  establish  by  an  edict ;  banish- 
ed the  patriarch  Eutychius,  and  some  other 
prelates  who  opposed  his  sentiments  ;  sxA  vras 
proceeding  to  tyrannize  over  conscience  with 
more  violence  than  ever,  when  he  died  in  the 
fourscore  and  fourth  year  of  his  age,  and  thirty- 
ninth  of  his  reign, 
opoiiom  He  has  been  represented  as  a  great  man  by 
~°Sir*  a  number  of  historians,  who,  doubtless,  were 
dazzled  by  the  splendour  of  the  great  events 
which  have  thrown  a  lustre  upon  his  reign.   A 

Eatriarch  of  Constantinople  canonized  him  six 
undred  years  after  his  decease ;  yet  fivagrius, 
a  cotemporary  historian,  says,  that  qfier  he  had 
JUkd  tfie  empire  mth  cati/usum.and  disorders,  k 
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"went  to  receive  his  punishment  in  hellf  But  nei- 
ther the  historian  nor  the  patriarch  were  pro- 
per iud^s  of  his  state  in  the  other  world ;  it  is 
the  business  of  unprejudiced  reason  to  fix  the 
degree  of  esteem  or  censure  which  he  deserves 
in  this. 


CHAPTER  VIL 

OBSERVATIONS   ON   THE   LIFE   AND   LAWS 

OF   JUSTINIAN. 

The  historian  Procopius,  who  was  secretary  Anecdoi* 
to  Belisarius,  sometimes  extols  Justinian  to  p^  -^ 
the  skies ;  but  the  book  of  Anecdotes  is  a  most 
severe  satire  upon  him.  For  which  reason, 
some  able  writers  have  thought  it  falsely  as- 
cribed to  that  author.  *  But,'  says  M.  le 
Beau,  *  whoever  understands  the  language  in 
which  it  is  written,  and  is  acquainted  witn  his 
manner,  which  is  far  superior  to  that  of  all  the 
Greek  authors  posterior  to  Constantine,  must 
plainly  discover  him  in  that  work.  *  Without 
examining  this  point  of  criticism,  I  can  lay  no- 
thing more  instructive  before  the  reader,  than 
the  opinion  of  the  celebrated  Montesquieu,  who 
expresses  no  doubt  concerning  the  authentic 
city  of  the  book. 

*  I  acknowledge,'  says  he,  *  that  two  rea- MbntMqnieu 
sons  make  me  favour  the  Secret  History,  the    **^j^ 
Anecdotes.     In  the  first  place,  it  accounts  bet-   g^wi^ 
ter  for  the   surprising  state   of  weakness  in 
which  the  empire  languished  during  this  and 
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the  following  reig^.  My  second  reason  im 
drawn  from  a  mpnument  still  existing  among* 
us.  I  mean  the  laws  of  that  emperor,  m  which, 
during  the  course  of  a  few  years,  we  see  juris- 

Erudence  more  varied  than  durin?  the  three 
undred  last  years  of  our  monarchy.  These 
variations  are,  for  the  most  part,  m  mattery 
of  so  small  moment,  that  we  cannot  see  what 
reason  induced  the  legislator  to  make  them; 
if  we  have  not  recourse  to  the  Secret  His- 
tory for  an  explanation,  and  say  that  the  de- 
cisions  and  laws  of  this  prince  were  equally 
venal. '  * 

We  may  therefore  conclude,  that  the  legisla- 
tion of  Justinian,  whatever  encomiums  may  he 
bestowed  upon  it  by  its  admirers,  is  defective 
in  several  essential  points.  For,  ordinances 
that  have  no  fixed  permanency,  but  are  vari,- 
able  from  one  day  to  another,  and  consequently 
dictated  by  caprice,  if  I  may  venture  the  as- 
sertion, are  less  proper  for  producing  regularpr 
ty  than  confusion  in  society.  The  only  method 
of  establishing  order  and  correcting  abuses, 
is  to  make  the  laws  simple,  clear,  unequivocal, 
and  reduce  them  to  the  true  principles  of  equi- 
ty. Had  those  of  Justinian  been  generally 
of  this  inestimable  character,  why  were  they 
endlessly  multiplied?  Why  have  they  pro- 
duced commentaries  numerous  enough  to  fill 
libraries  ? 
n*  Code.  The  emperor  being  desirous  of  pubUshing  a 
system  of  iurisprudence,  employed  for  that 
purpose  Tribonian,  a  court  lawyer,  who  made 
a  trade  of  justice,  and,  besides,  was  not  ea- 

*  Orand  mad  DiecL  of  Roiii.  IBmf* 
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dowed  with  a  genius  extensive  enough  for  such 
a  work.  The  Code,  which  includes  the  imperial 
laws  from  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Adrian, 
and  appeared  in  529^  was  a  hasty  compilation* 
Besides,  the  publication  of  more  than  two  hun- 
dred new  ordinances  made  by  the  emperor,  the 
faults  remarked  in  the  first  edition  made  it  ne- 
cessary to  give  a  second  in  534,  which  is  that 
now  extant. 

The  Digest,  or  Pandects,  which  was  drawn  Hie  Digcit. 
up  in  three  years,  appeared  in  533^  This  was 
an  immense  work,  in  which  it  was  designed  to 
collect  and  arran^,  in  methodical  order,  with 
amendments,  all  that  was  useful  in  the  works  of 
the  ancient  lawyers,  which  amounted  to  more 
than  two  thousand  volumes.  The  emperor, 
when  he  gave  it  the  authority  of  law,  forbid  its 
being  commented.  In  case  of  doubt,  recourse 
was  to  be  had  to  the  prince,  who  was  invested 
with  the  sole  power  of  supplying  the  defects, 
or  interpreting  the  meaning  of  ue  laws.  He 
ordered  the  judges  to  conform  to  that  given  in 
the  Digest,  making  all  other  interpretations  of 
no  authority,  and  even  forbidding  their  being 
quoted.  Tribonian,  and  the  other  compilers', 
having  had  full  hberty  to  change,  to  lengthen, 
or  abrid^  the  texts  both  in  the  Digest  and 
Code,  it  18  not  to  be  doubted  that  many  of  the 
laws  or  decisions,  given  under  the  names  of 
ancient  emperors  or  judges,  were  considerably 
vitiated. 

The  Institutions,  which  were  published  a  short     Tiie 
time  before  the  Digest,  had  likewise  the  force  ^^'^*'*** 
of  law.    They  contain  the  first  principles  of 
jurisprudence,  and  are  much  more  esteemed 
than  the' two  other  works. 
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The  Last  of  all  came  the  NovellcPy  which,  in  some 

Noveiis.    instances,  are  directly  contrary  to  the  Code. 

The  emperor    seemed    often   to    make    laws 

merely  lor  the  pleasure   of  afterwards  alter* 

ing  them. 

nk  ayiicm     In  the  East,  this  great  body  of  laws  subsist- 
^i^    ed  only  till  the  ninth  century ;  when  the  em- 

intodinue.  peror  Basilius  substituted  the  Basilica  in  its 
stead.     In  the  West,  it  was  first  abrogated  by 
the  laws  of  the  Lombards,  and  continued  in  o- 
blivion  till  the  twelfth  century,  when  a  copy  of 
the  Digest  was  found  at  Amalfi.     Thus,  the 
real  triumph  of  Justinian's  legislation  has  been 
over  modern  nations,  who  imhappily  were  ac« 
quainted  with  it  too  early  and  too  late ;  too  late, 
because  it  would  have  dispelled  many  errors 
which  sprung  from  barbarism  and  ignorance  ; 
too  early,  because  for  want  of  discernment,  the 
good  and  bad  were  adopted  indifterently.  That 
emperor  himself  fumislies  a  strong  ai^ument 
agamst  the  utility  of  his   laws,   for  (usorder 
universally  prevailed   during  his  whole  reign. 
However,  it  must  be  acknowledged,  that  in  the 
midst  of  confusions  and  dangers,  laws  lose  their 
efficacy. 

Wbimsicai      I  shall  coucludc  with  some  observations  of 

^fg^^  Montesquieu,  because  they  will  instruct  us  how 
to  reason  on  matters  of  such  importance.  *  Jus- 
tinian ordained,  that  a  husband  might  be  di« 
vorced,  and  the  wife  not  lose  her  portion,  pro- 
vided he  had  not  been  able  to  consummate 
the  marriage  in  two  years,  which  period  he 
afterwards  lengthened  to  three.  But  in  such 
oases,  two  years  are  equivalent  to  three,  and 
three  are  no  better  than  two. '  *    We  have  hero 

•  EtprlL  dcs  Ianz,  I  29.  c  16« 
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a  palpable  instance  of  the  capriciousness  of  this  ' 
legislation. 

*  The  law  of  Justinian,  which  made  the  consent 
of  either  husband  or  wife  to  enter  into  a  monas- 
tery, sufficient  reason  for  divorce,  was  entirely 
contrary  to  the  principles  of  civil  jurispru- 
dence. Causes  of  divorce  ought  to  spring 
from  some  impediments,  which  could  not  be 
foreseen  before  marriage;  but  the  desire  of 
living  in  chastity  could  be  foreseen,  because  it 
is  an  afi'ection  of  the  mind.  This  law  favours 
inconstancy  in  a  state,  which,  by  its  nature  is 
perpetual.  It  is  inconsistent  with  the  funda- 
mental principle  of  divorce,  which  permits  the 
dissolution  of  one  marriage,  only  in  hopes  of 
another ;  and  even  if  we  consider  the  mat- 
ter in  a  religious  light,  it  is  only  offering  to 
God  victims  without  a  sacrifice. '  *  Whatever 
this  writer  says,  if  we  consider  the  matter  in  a 
religious  light,  the  offering  may  be  a  real  sa- 
criface ;  but  his  reasoning  is  no  less  just,  so  far 
as  it  respects  the  principles  of  civil  jurispru- 
dence, with  regard  to  divorce. 

*  The  Roman  emperors,  as  well  as  our  prin-     The 
ces,  declared  their   pleasure   by  decrees   ando,^^?to 
edicts ;  but  what  our  princes  do  not,  they  per-  ^^f^^ 
mitted  the  judges  or  private  persons,  who  nad     u^^ 
differences,  to  put  questions  to  them  by  letters, 

and  their  answers  were  called  Rescripts.  It 
is  plain,  that  this  was  a  bad  method  of  legisla- 
tion. Those  who  in  this  manner  request  laws, 
are  no  proper  guides  for  the  legislator :   the 

facts  are  always  unfairly  represented 

Macrinus  had  resolved  to  abolish  all  those  re- 
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scripts.   He  could  not  bear  that  the  answers  of 
Commodus,  Caracalla,  and  so  many  other  igu 
norant  princes,  should  be  regarded    as  laws ; 
but  Justinian  was  of  a  different  opinion,  and 
filled  his  code  with  them.  *  *     The  rescripts 
often  contained  excellent  principles,  worthy  of 
being  adopted  as  laws ;  but  it  was  of  the  vitmost 
importance  to  make  a  proper  selection. 
Law  far       Another  law,  which  mi^ht  have  exercised 
•'"'^^  Montesquieu's    critical    ability,  bears,   that  if 
diiin^.   the  condition  of  having  chiloren  be   annexed 
to  a  le^cy,  or  other  donation,  it  shall  be  held 
as  fulfilled  on  the  legatee's  entering   into  the 
church  or  a  monastery.     The  ancient  legisla- 
tors had  entertained  juster  notions  of  the  ne- 
cessity of  encouraging  marriage ;  and  so  strange 
a  novelty  was  by  no  means  requisite  for  pro- 
moting the  real  good  of  the  church. 
AboUtion  of     In  541,  Justinian  abolished  the  consulship, 
^j^jj^    which  had  long  been  an  office  merely  titular. 
The  consuls  walked  in  procession  seven  times 
in  the  year,  and  threw  money  among  the  peo- 
ple.    This  expensive  piece  of  vanity  ordinari- 
ly cost  two  thousand  pounds  weight  of  gold, 
part  of  which  was  often  paid  from  the  public 
stock,  few  consuls  being  able  to  support  the 
burden.      However,   some  of  the    succeeding 
emperors  occasionally  assumed  that  title. 
hm!  empira      vVheu  wc  scc  a  vast  empire  attacked  on  every 
•^|i£2?r  side,  paying  subsidies  even  to  its  enemies,  ex- 
hausted  of  money,  and  yet  a  prey  to  luxury,  in 
want  of  defenders,  and  filled  with  dissension,  it 
is  evident  that  its  ruin  draws  near,  and  its  last 
successes  are  only  new  symptoms   of  decay. 

*  EqinU  dm  Lois,  1. 29.  o»  K. 
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Even  victories  and  conquests  increase  its  weak- 
ness ;  the  few  great  men  to  whom  it  owes  them 
soon  disappear,  and  their  acquisitions  become 
an  additional  weight  to  sink  the  state. 


SUCCESSORS  OF  JUSTINIAN,  TO  THE 
CONQUESTS  OF  THE  SARACENS. 


Befoue  we  conclude,  let  us  take  a  cursory 
view  of  some  events,  which  will  serve  to  show 
the  decay  of  the  empire,  and  throw  light  upon 
the  Modem  History. 

Justin  II.  the  nephew  and  successor  of  Jus-  jnstm  n. 
tinian,  a  weak  voluptary,  hastened  the  destruc-  «J^, 
tion  of  the  empire  by  his  silly  pride  and  im« 

Jrudent  absurdities.  Narses  had  governed 
taly  with  sufficient  steadiness  to  restrain  the 
barbarians  for  thirteen  years,  but  perhaps 
with  too  great  severity  to  make  his  govern- 
ment beloved.  The  Italians,  always  inclined 
to  murmur,  lamented  their  being  subjected  to 
the  government  of  an  eunuch,  and  regretted 
the  Gothic  yoke,  which  they  had  been  anxious 
to  shake  ofi.  Narses  was  detested  by  the  em- 
press Sophia,  who  added  her  influence  to  the 
reproaches  thrown  out  against  him  by  envy. 
Not  satisfied  with  ruining  him  in  the  mind  of 
the  prince,  she  insulted  him  by  sending  him 
a  distaff  and  spindle,  desiring  that  he  would 
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come  and  spin  with  her  maids.  The  old  g( 
ral,  transported  with  rage,  replied,  IwiUi 
her  a  skein  she  shall  not  be  able  to  xcind ;  and 
invited  the  Ijomhards  into  Italy.  The  dex 
Paul,  an  historian  of  that  country,  gives  i 
account  of  the  fact ;  and  M.  le  Beau  pre: 
his  authority  to  the  ohjections  of  a  numba 
critics,  who  deny  it  frona  bare  conjecti 
Narscs  died  soon  after  of  regret ;  and  Lis  s 
cesser,  Longinus,  the  first  exarch  of  Raven 
was  not  equal  to  the  task  of  resisting  the  I 
rent  which  came  pouring  ui»on  the  empire. 
"B.  Xhe  Lombards,  one  of  those  German  i 

^^  tions,  which  probably  sprung  from  Scandl 
■*'''°™*  via,  had  obtanied  Paiinonia  and  Noricuni  fi 
Justinian,  and  their  king,  Albotnus,  medita 
the  conquest  of  Italy  ;  but  being-  resolved  t 
to  secure  himself  against  his  formidable  nei 
hours  the  Gepidse,  he  entered  into  an  allia 
with  the  khan  or  prince  of  the  Ahares. 
defeated  and  killed  Cunimond,  king-  of  tbe  i 
pidce,  and  inaiTied  his  daughter.  Xlien  pi 
nig  the  Julian  Alps,  easily  made  him,seJf  m 
ter  of  Venetia,  which  reached  as  far  as  ' 
Addua,  Adda,  and  extended  his  conquests 
every  side  with  great  rapidity,  forming  tli 
considerable  dutchies,  Friuli,  Spoleto,  and 
nevento.  Pavia  surrendered  after  a  three  ye 
siege,  and  was  made  the  capital  of  his  ki 
dom. 
ivw  The  Lombards  being  always  houg-Iit  off, 
to  vcr  made  themselves  mastei-s  of  Rome,  i 
"^S^Ravenna,  the  maritime  towns  of  Campa 
Bnitium,  the  ancient  Calabria,  in  -which  w 
Brundusium,  Tarentum,  Hydruntum  (Otrai 
and  Sicily,  were  all  tliat  remained   to  the 
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pire.  The  exarchs^  like  the  Persian  satraps, 
^vemed  that  country  with  sovereign  autho- 
rity, but  removable  at  the  will  of  tne  empe- 
ror, to  whom  they  were  obliged  to.  pay  a  sum 
of  money  annually.  It  is  already  easy  to  be 
foreseen,  that  the  exarchate,  not  being  able  to 
support  itself  without  assistance  from  Constan- 
tinople, must  fall  into  the  hands  of  foreigners. 

Alboinus  rendered  himself  eaually  valued  Trtgioa 
and  respected  by  his  justice  and  clemency ;  and  of 
what  makes  the  noblest  panegyric  of  a  conque-  -Aiboinufc 
ror,  the  people  whom  he  subdued  were  happy 
under  his  dominion  ;  but  he  was  deprived  of 
reaping  the  fruits  of  his  valour  and  prudence 
by  a  tragical  death.  According  to  tne  prac- 
tice of  the  barbarous  nations  ot  the  North,  he 
caused  a  cup  to  be  made  of  the  skull  of  Cuni- 
mond,  kin^  of  the  Gepidae,  whom  he  had  kill- 
ed with  his  own  hand,  to  drink  out  of  at  so- 
lemn festivals.  One  day,  when  he  was  heated 
with  wine,  he  presentea  this  cup  to  the  queen, 
Rosmonda,  the  daughter  of  Cunimond,  mvit- 
ing  her  to  drink  with  her  faUier.  Seized  with 
rage  and  horror,  she  contrived  a  scheme  of 
cruel  vengeance,  and  proposed  to  Perideus,  a 
brave  officer,  to  be  her  instrument,  and  to  as- 
sassinate the  king ;  but,  not  being  able  to  pre- 
vail with  him,  she  employed  a  very  extraordi- 
nary artifice.  The  officer  having  a  commerce 
of  gallantry  with  one  of  the  queen's  women, 
Rosmonda  one  night  took  her  place ;  and,  after 
he  had  gratified  his  passion,  discovered  her- 
self, bidding  him  choose  whether  he  would  kiU 
Alboinus,  or  die  the  victim  of  his  rage.  Perideus, 
dreading  the  punishment,  assassinated  the  king 
in  presence  ol  Rosmonda. 

VOL.  II.  M  M 
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ciff         Clef,  the  successoT  of  AlbMnus,  wm  drt 

"'''^'"'  for  his  avarice  and  cruelty  ;  and,  after  a 

*^^^  of  eighteen  months,  was  murdered  bj  c 

his  domestics,  upon  which  the  LcMnbaid 

lity  shook  off  the  yoke  of  the  royal  autb 

For  a  3pace  of  ten  years,  thirty-six  dukt 

Temed  each  tlieir  own  subjects,  like  so  nuu 

rants ;  and  then  chose  Autharic,  the  scm  d 

who  added  to  the  conquests  of  their  n 

If  the  dukes  had  not  chosen  a  kinc',  the 

bards  would  soon  have  been  ruined  by  am 

jiMiD         At  the  time  that  Justin  lost   Italy,  nol 

5Sal  standing  the  peace  for  fifty  years  whid 

*■•»»•«•  been  concluded  by  Justinian,  he  provo 

war  with  the  Persians,    He  sent  ambasi 

to  conclude  an  alliance  with  the  khan  ( 

Tories  that  inhabited  the  country  near  i 

Altai,  at  the  source  of  the  Irtis.      He  8w< 

defend  the  PersaiTnenians  and   Iberians 

had  rebelled  against  Chosroes,  for  comp 

them  to  renounce  Christianity  ;  and  Cm 

having-  demanded  the  pensions  that  ver 

to  him,  haughtily  replied,  that  he    voida 

pay  them ;  that  if  the  king  of  Persia  «a 

sirous  of  his  friendship,  it  was  inconsisti 

require  mon^,  and  that  he  hoped  to  low< 

pride  of  the  JPersian  monarch,  and  delive 

country  from  a  tyrant,  who  was  a  perse 

of  the  Christians. 

MS.         War  was  rekindled,  and  the  Roman 

„„^S;^.laid  siege  to  Nisibis  ;  but  the  inhabitant 

^Ijjj^  not  deign  to  shut  their  gates,  and  the 

im,     was  soon  raised.    Chosroes  took  possessi 

Dara,  the  bulwark  of  the  empire  in  Alesc 

mia,  and  Syria  was  laid  waste  by  one  of  h 

nerals,    Justin,  borne  down  with  acciimi 
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misfortunes,  lost  his  senses.  Tiberius,  whom 
he  had  created  Caesar,  a  soldier  of  fortune,  yet 
worthy  of  the  throne,  took  prudent  measures 
to  stop  the  progress  of  the  Persians,  The 
haughty  Chosroes  was  defeated  at  Melitine  in 
Lesser  Armenia,  and  saw  his  kingdom  laid 
waste.  He  died,  and  his  successor  Hormisdas 
continued  the  war,  which  was  prolonged  under 
several  reigns,  till  the  Saracens  began  to  make 
conquests ;  so  that  the  tottering  empire  re- 
ceived new  concussions  on  every  quarter. 

Justin  died  in  the  year  578.  B^  one  of  his  Law 
edicts,  *  he  repealed  the  laws  of  Justinian  a-  "i^jS^J!^ 
gainst  divorces  made  with  mutual  consent,  and 
eave  liberty  to  married  persons  to  separate  as 
formerly,  it  they  did  not  agree,  and  to  contract 
a  second  marriage.  '  Marriage, '  said  he,  *  be« 
ing  entered  into  by  mutual  consent,  ought  to 
be  dissolved  when  inclinations  change. '  He 
added,  that  he  had  consented  to  this  law  at  the 
request  of  a  great  number  of  people,  to  pre- 
vent poisoning,  and  to  put  an  end  to  irrecon- 
cileable  enmities  ;  so  corrupted  were  the  man- 
ners, and  so  difficult  was  it  for  the  dictates  of 
religion,  with  regard  to  the  sanctity  and  indis- 
soluble tie  of  marriage,  to  triumph  over  the 
influence  of  vice  and  custom ! 

Tiberius,  whose  prudent  government  had  al-      ra. 
ready  placed  the  Roman  name  in  a  respectable    ^^ 
light,  round  himself  possessed  of  the  sovereign  '"'*—'"' 
authority  upon  the  death  of  Justin.    Benevo- 
lent, just,  and  active,  his  whole  time  was  dedi- 
cated to  procure  happiness  to  his   subjects. 
However,  not  having  resolution  enough  to  re- 
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siat  the  barbarians,  or  latber  jlelding  t 
state  of  the  times,  he  was  obliged  to  aba 
to  the  Abares  Sirmiuin,  a.  place  of  impcvj 
and  the  only  one  remaining'  to  the  emp 
Pannonia.  Their  khan  evrai  insisted  imo 
ing  instantly  paid  liiree  years*  pension  i 
was  due  to  him,  at  the  rate  of  eighty  tboi 
pieces  of  gold  yearly ;  and  the  empen 
preserve  peace,  was  obliged  to  comply,  i 
tory  gained  by  Mauritius  *)ver  the  Ptr 
who  had  defeated  him  upon  a  former  oca 
did  not  compensate  for  this  affix>nt.  Tib 
named  Mauritius  his  successor,  and'  died 
a  too  short  reign.  Theophylact  says,  thi 
plenty  and  prosperity  of  his  subjects  wei 
wealth  and  bis  glory. '  He  detested  tlie 
pings  of  royalty,  and  desired  to  be  calle 
mther,  rather  than  the  master,  of  his  peoii 
^6^  Though  Mauritius  deserved  the  charac 
^r  an  able  general,  and  possessed  the  qualiti 
"''»^"-  a  good  prince,  his  reign  could  not  restor 
aflairs  of  the  empire.  The  Lombaids  n 
tained  their  power  under  their  kings  Auti 
and  Agilulf ;  and  the  Abares  procured  ai 
crease  of  their  pensions.  After  a  long  a 
of  hostilities,  the  conquering  khan  mad 
offer  of  restoring  the  prisoners  for  one  pie 
gold  a  head,  and  afterwards  for  much  less 
Mauritius  refused;  and  the  prisoners  tc 
number  of  twelve  thousand,  were  massa 
which,  however,  did  not  prevent  a  peace 
being  concluded,  when  twenty  thousand  p 
of  gold  were  added  to  the  yearly  tribute 
to  the  Abares.  Some  people  accuse  the  ei 
ror  of  shameful  avarice,  while  others  say 
he  only  refused  the  ransom  from  a  motii 
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revenge,  as  he  had  reason  to  be  offended  with 
these  prisoners.  Whatever  was  the  cause, 
complamts  and  universal  disgust  succeeded. 

Two  years  after,  Phocas  presented  himself  He  Mcmdiy 
before  Constantinople,  at  the  head  of  an  army  ^^^^ 
of  rebels.     Having  been  proclaimed  emperor,    ^p"**"- 
he  caused  five  sons  of  the  unhappy  Mauritius 
to  be  beheaded.     Mauritius,  who  was  present 
at  the  execution,  exclaimed,  at  every  stroke, 
Thau  art  just,  O  Lord,  and  righteous  are  t/nf 
judgments.     The  death  of  the  father  closed  this 
bloody  scene,  which,  of  the  many  horrors  we 
have  seen,  was  the  most  enormously  wicked. 

Though  Phocas  was  a  monster,  and  totally  5Ji^ 
void  of  merit,  the  pope  St  Gregory  ^Tote  to  0110^^^ 
him  in  honourable  terms,  such,  undoubtedly,  ^^''^'^ 
as  were  prescribed  by  ceremony,  or  the  interest 
of  the  holy  see.  That  famous  pontiff,  whose 
zeal  and  cmurity  did  honour  to  his  dignity,  had 
quarrelled  with  Mauritius  about  the  title  of 
oecumenical  patriarch,  of  which  the  bishops  of 
Constantinople  were  ambitious.  Justinian  had 
given  them  that  title  ;  and  John  Peinastes,  the 
faster,  who  was  respected  on  account  of  his  au- 
sterities and  liberalities  to  the  poor,  ti*ied  to 
maintain  it,  notwithstanding  the  zealous  oppo- 
sition of  the  pope,  who  procured  a  declaration 
in  favour  of  tne  privileges  of  the  Roman  church 
from  Phocas,  but  to  which  no  respect  was  paid 
by  the  Greeks. 

Gregory  took  the  humble  title  of  ihe  Servant 
of  the  Servants  of  God;  which  in  him  was  an 
expression  of  sincere  modesty,  and  added  to 
the  respect  paid  to  his  person  and  dignity. 
Such  was  his  credit  at  Rome,  that  if  he  had 
been  a  less  virtuous  man,  he  might  have  ren- 
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deied  himself  independent.  This  was  probal 
the  cause  that  Phocas  showed  him  such  stb 
■tion;  and  was  Ukewise  one  of  the  xeascas 
theprogress  of  the  ponttfical  authcnity. 
The  empire  was  overwhelmed  with  ev 
It^kind  of  disaster  uader  the  reign,  of  this  t^ 
Chosroes  II.  king  of  Persia,  who  had  heoi  i 
ported  by  Mauritius  against  a  rebel,  bed 
the  implacable  enemj  of  Phocas.  The  I 
sians  broke  through  every  barrier,  and  e 
seized  Edessa,  which  the  inhabitants  aUq 
had  an  authentic  promise  from  Jesus  Cb 
that  it  should  never  be  taken.  Xhey  I 
waste  all  Asia  from  the  Tigris  to  the  Bosd 
rus.  Chalcedon,  which  was  only  parted  ti 
Constantinople  by  the  strait,  saw  them  at 
gates. 

^_iej     The  cruelty  of  the  tyrant,  rather  than 

Ig^  pubHc  disasters,  occasioned  continual  cod 
racies :  the  horror  of  his  barbarities  was 
creased  by  a  barbarous  devotion.  He  oxdj 
led  all  the  Jews  to  be  baptized ;  but  at 
Priscus,  his  son-in-law,  wnom  he  suspect 
invited  Heraclius,  the  exarch  of  Africa,  lU ' 
name  of  the  senate,  to  come  to  the  assists 
of  the  nation. 
,  Heraclius  sent  his  son  with  a  fleet.  '. 
I  port  of  Constantinople  was  forced,  and  Ph( 
seized  and  dragged,  with  his  hands  tied  bet 
him,  before  tfie  conqueror,  who,  exclaim 
with  indignation,  Tmm  wretch,  haw  hast  \ 
governed  me  empref  he  replied.  Do  thou  got 
better.  At  these  words,  young  Heraclius  1 
upon  him,  and,  treading  him  under  his  £ 
caused  him  to  be  cruelly  mutilated,  and 
head  cut  off  in  presence  of  the  people. 
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sceigned  eight  years,  and  vtbs  succeeded  by  thifl 
same  Heraclius,  soa  of  the  exarchs 

The  emperor,  though  possessed  of  valour  •  eiL 
and  military  talents,  sunk  into  inactivity,  which  ^'^^  ""^ 
stifled  all  passion  for  noble  actions,  either  from  *«*»>*«»• 
the  deplorable  state  of  the  empire,  which  pre- 
vented his  forming  any  important  undertak- 
ings, or  that  a  relish  for  pleasure  added  to  the 
seductions  of  grandeun  The  little  that  re- 
mained to  the  Romans  in  Spain  was  seized  by 
the  Visigoths.  The  Lombards  made  them- 
selves dreaded  at  Ravenna,  where  the  oppress 
sions  of  the  exarchs  caused  them  to  be  every 
day  more  and  more  detested.  The  Persians 
took  Jerusalem,  and  laid  waste  the  country  of 
Egypt.  The  Abares,  having  recovered  their 
losses  by  the  enjoyment  of  several  years  re^ 
pose,  began  to  move,  and  obliged  them  again 
to  purchase  peace. 

We  must  recollect  that  Constantine  impru-     The 
dently  introduced  the  custom  of  distributing  ^rftSSS* 
bread  at  Constantinople,  which  was  consider- *'^*^*^'»^ 
ably  augmented  by  Theodosius ;  but,  for  want 
of  money,  though  Heraclius  laid  a  tax  upon  eve* 
ry  loaf,  it  could  no  longer  be  continued.     The 
people  murmured,  imd  tne  emperor  endeavour^ 
ed  to  retire  into  Africa,  but  was  prevented. 

His  courage  was  at  last  roused  oy  the  insults     est. 
of  Chosroes  II.  and  the  victories  of  the  Per-  ^S^oi 
sians.     He  turned  all  his  views  and  his  whole  p«"»»^ 
strength  on  that  side,  and,  having  headed  his 
army,  was  attended  with  the  greatest  success 
for  six  following  campaigns.      He  procured 
immense  treasures  by  the  pillage  of  the  palace 
of  Dastagerd,  to  which  Chosroes  had  trans- 
ferred his  residence,  because  the  astrologers 
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had  made  him  afraid  to  live  in  Ctesiphoa 
capital.  According'  to  an  Extern  writer, 
exaggerates  in  the  mamier  of  his  couDtrr, 
amount  of  five  thousand  millions  of  fr 
livres  was  paid  annually  into  the  king*  of 
sia's  treasury  :  the  jewels  alone  filled  a  t 
sand  coffers. 

Chosroes  heing  defeated  by-  the  Romans, 
dethroned  hy  his  son  Siroes,  who,  after  ba 

■  the  barharity  to  let  his  father  die  of  hui 
concluded  a  peace  with  Heraclius.  The 
kingdoms  preserved  their  ancient  limits, 
prisoners  on  both  sides  were  restored,  and 
lamous  cross,  which  the  Persians  had  carrie 
from  Jerusalem,  was  brought  back  in  triu 
by  the  emperor. 

■  This  war  was  scarcely  ended,  when  he  i 
back  to  his  former  indolence.  He  was  no 
ger  a  hero,  but  an  inactive,  effeminate,  nar 
minded  prince,  engaged  in  subtile  contrc 
sies  at  the  very  time  he  was  losiner  the  grei 
part  of  his  dominions.  Monothehsm  tore  c 
the  wounds  which  the  Christian  world  bad 
ceived  from  so  many  different  heresies.  It 
always  a  prevailing  madness  among  the  Git 
who  were  intractable  in  their  opinions,  to 
pute  about  incomprehensible  mysteries  ; 
render  them  more  obscure  by  their  attei 
to  explain  them,  and  perpetually  to  revive 
most  dangerous  contentions.  The  Arians 
rejected  the  divinity  of  the  Word  to  main 
the  unity  of  God ;  the  Nestorians  had  g 
two  persons  to  Jesus  Christ,  to  support 
opinion  of  his  having  two  natures  ;  the  Ei 
chians,  to  maintain  the  unity  of  the  per 
confounded  the  two  natures  in  one ;  and    I 
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ly,  the  Monothelites  supposed  only  one  will,  as 
they  could  not  conceive  two  wills  to  exist  in 
the  same  person  ;  and  this  heresy,  which  it  was 
supposed  would  reconcile  the  different  sectaries, 
found  a  great  many  followers.  Heraclius,  unit- 
ed with  the  patriarchs  of  Alexandria  and  Con- 
stantinople, published  the  famous  edict  called 
Ecthesis  in  its  favour,  which  was  proscribed  by 
pope  John  IV,  in  639*  Pope  Honorius,  de- 
ceived by  appearances,  had  neglected  this  new 
opinion  as  of  no  consequence  to  the  faith  ;  but 
he  very  soon  saw  that  it  afiected  even  the  sub- 
stance of  the  doctrines  of  the  church,  and,  far 
from  conciliating  the  minds  of  men,  it  must 
have  the  contrary  efiect. 

While  the  Ecthesis  occasioned  most  fatal  dis- 
turbances, the  empire  and  Christianity  were 
threatened  with  a  dreadful  revolution,  which 
was  at  no  great  distance.  Mahomet,  a  native 
of  Mecca  in  Arabia,  of  a  poor  but  distinguish- 
ed family,  was  bred  in  ignorance ;  but,  having 
acquired,  some  idea  of  tne  doctrines  of  Chris- 
tianity by  an  intimacy  with  a  Nestorian  monk, 
conceived  the  great  design  of  founding  a  new 
religion  and  a  new  empire  at  the  same  time. 
This  ingenious  impostor  and  daring  enthusiast, 
having  artfully  prepared  the  minds  of  the  peo- 
ple, began,  at  the  age  of  forty-four,  in  the  year 
6 1 4,  to  set  himself  up  as  a  prophet.  He  preach- 
ed to  the  Arabs,  his  countrjrmen,  commonly 
called  Saracens,  bis  new  religion,  which  was  a 
compound  of  Christianity  and  Judaism,  equally 
the  enemy  of  Christians,  Jews,  and  Idolaters, 
respectable  for  its  doctrine  of  the  unity  of  God 
and  precepts  of  charity,  but,  in  other  respects, 
filled  with  fables  and  ridicidous  superstitions, 
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yet  very  well  calculated  to  inspire  invinciUe 

enthusiasm,  which  bids  defiance  to  danger  and 

death. 

Tenets        The  tenets  of  the  Mahometan  religion  coq. 

&Toanbk  d^ced  to  this  end.   The  first  was,  that  paradise 

fiithiiaiMm.  would  bc  the  reward  of  every  believer  faUiog 

in  battle  ;  the  other,  that  the  duration  of  hu« 

man  Ufe  was  so  regulated  by  the  decrees  of 

God,  that  no  precautions  to  preserve  it  could 

avaiU 

Plight  ftod      The  new  prophet  at  first  met  with  opponents, 
""^    and,  being  obli^d  to  fly  from   Mecca,  tocJc 

Mrfwmet.  shelter  at  Medina,  wliere  he  was  protected 
by  some  Christians  and  Jews  who  were  set- 
tled there.  By  his  abiUties  and  exploits  he 
united  under  his  authority  all  the  tribes  of 
Arabs  who  had  hitherto  been  divided  and  in- 
dependent, and  became  their  king  and  •their 
priest. 
Hegmof      The  hegyra^  or  flight  of  Mahomet,  the  fiu 

Mn««,i»yp  mous  epocha  of  the  Mahometans,  happened  in 
the  year  622.  Their  years  are  lunar,  consist- 
ing of  three  hundred  and  fifty *four  days,  eight 
hours,  forty^ight  minutes;  they  are  reduced 
to  our  reckoning  by  approximation.  If  they 
cut  off*  one  in  tnirty-three  of  theirs,  the  dii- 
ference  will  be  only  an  anticipation  of  six 
days. 
War         Mahomet,  with  his  Koran  *  in  one  hand,  and 

'*5Sf*'*^^s  sabre  in  the  other,  laid  the  foundation  of  t 

j^^     vast  empire.     He  sent  to  invite   princ^es  and 

people  to  receive  Islamism^  the  name  which  he 

gave  to  his  religion.     The  governor  of  Bostia, 


*  ¥iUXoran  rigniiles,  in  Arabic,  The  Booi^  bj  waj  of 
flontaina  the  pneoepta  and  flctjoni  of  HAomeU 
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a  Saracen,  who  was  attached  to  the  service  of 
the  emperor,  having  caused  the  prophet's  de*. 
puty  to  be  assassmated,  he  attacked  the  Ro<p 
mans.  Caled,  the  most  famous  of  his  war-* 
riors,  whom  he  called  The  Sword  of  God,  de- 
feated a  numerous  army  with  only  a  handfal 
of  soldiers.  This  was  the  beginning  of  a  war 
which  lasted  more  than  eight  hundred  years, 
30  fatal  and  disgraceful  to  the  Christian  name. 

Mahomet  died  in  the  year  632,  and  the  six-    ^z 
ty-third  of  his  age,  recommending  three  things      of 
to  the  attention  of  his  friends ;  to  be  assiduous  ^awt. 
in  prayer,  to  drive  idolaters  out  of  Arabia,  and     Koran, 
to  communicate  the  privileges  of  Mussulmen  to 
all  proselytes :  and  these  three  points  were  re^r 
vered  as  Divine  commands.    Notwithstanding 
the  absurdities  contained  in  the  Koran,  he  said, 
and  persuaded  his  followers  to  believe,  there 
was  not  a  word  in  that  book  which  had  not 
been  brought  to  him  from  heaven  by  the  angel 
Gabriel.     The  Mahometan  theologians  have 
had  keen  disputes  among  themselves  to  deter-r 
mine  whether  that  work  was  created  or  uncreat- 
ed.    Certainly  the  author  was  most  successful. 
He  formed  heroes,  zealous   enthusiasts,  who, 
animated  with  his  spirit,  rapidly  executed  asto»- 
nishin^  enterprises. 

He  intended  his  son-in-law  Ali  to  be  his  sue-  ^J^^ 
cessor,  as  being  the  most  deserving ;  but,  not^      hv 
withstanding,  Abubeker,  his  father-in-law,  was  '^^^***^' 

{^referred;  m>m  whence  originated  the  mostvio^. 
ent  schism  and  irreconcileable  hatred  between 
the  Turks  and  Persians.  The  last  maintain,  that 
the  three  first  califs*  before  Ali  were  usurpers, 

*  The  word  caljf  Ngnifies  the  lieutenant  of  Mahomet.  This  ijras  th0 
titl^  adopted  1^  bis  ii|€Ge8M>n,  vboee  ro^al  sod  saoeidoUl  power  mfdf 
fiucb  progress. 
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which  occasioned  great  religious  disputes.    If 
the  Saracens  bad  quareUed  amcmg'  tlieiiiselTB 
about  this  point,  or  about  some  article  in  the  Ko- 
ran, undoubtedly  they  would  have  had  no  grot 
advantage  over  the  Greeks ;  but,  in  the  fint 
fervour  of  enthusiasm,  still  poor,  and  accustom- 
ed to  a  life  of  hardships,  fond  of  figfadng,  ind 
closely  united  by  a  fimatical  religion,  thc^,  in 
some  degree,  consumed  every  obstructioii  like 
the  fire  of  heaven.    IVe  bring  you  either  paradi^ 
or  heU,  said  they  ;  you  must  either  embrace  Ida- 
mism^  pay  a  tribute^  or  be  cut  in  pieces  by  our 
swords :  and  they  kept  their  words.     In  two 
years  time,  Abubeker  conquered  a  great  part 
of  Syria,  and  died  leaving  no  property.    His 
daily  expense  did  not  exceed  two  shillings  Eng- 
lish.    The  beginning  of  his  will    is  admirea. 
This  is  the  last  will  of  Abubeker ^  made  when  he  n»i 
on  the  point  of  leaving  this  worlds  when  infidels  be- 
gin to  believe,  when  the  wicked  cease  to  doubly  and 
when  liars  speak  the  trut/i. 
CoMMit       Omar,  his  successor  and  imitator,  very  soon 
completed  the  conquest  of  S^^ria,  but  acquired 
much  more  honour  by  pardoning  a  villain,  v?ho 
had  been  sent  by  Constantine,  the  son  of  Hera- 
clius,  to  assassinate  him.  He  reduced  all  Meso- 
potamia in  one  campaign ;  while  Amrou,  one 
of  his  generals,   made  a  conquest  of  £gypt; 
and  almost  all  Persia  belonged  to  the  Saracens 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  happened  in  the 
year  644.     The  conquest  was  completed  the 
following  year  by  Othman  his  successor ;  and 
the  mighty  empire  of  Persia,  which  had  been  so 
formidable  to  the  Romans  ever  since  the  time 
of  Crassus,  sunk  with  its  last  king  Isdegerd  HI. 
under  the  superior  force  of  a  nation  that  had 
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been  looked  upon  with  contempt  before  Maho* 
met.  There  it  met  with  the  poison  of  luxury, 
by  which  it  must  have  been  contaminated  soon- 
er or  later ;  but  that  did  not  prevent  it  from 
adding  Africa  to  so  many  other  conquests.  We 
shall  see  it  penetrate  into  Spain,  Gaul,  and  Ita- 
ly, and,  in  its  turn,  at  last  subdued  by  the  Tar- 
tars. The  whole  world  is  but  one  theatre  of 
bloody  revolutions. 

A  thousand  remarkable  events  serve  to  prove   iMtMic« 
the  superiority  of  the  Mussulmen  over  the  Ro-  &^tici8m 
mans  of  the  latter  ages,  whom  they  defeated  in   gjJJ^ 
every   campaign.      I    shall   quote   a   few   in- 
stances.    The  Saracens  fled  upon  seeing  their 
general  taken    prisoner    in    an    engagement, 
when  one   of  their  officers    exclaimed.  Have 
you  forgot^  that^  to  turn  your  back  upon  the  ene- 
my^    is  to  offend  God  and  his  prophet?    What 
matters  it  though  Derar  be  taken  prisoner  ?  God 
is  livings  and  sees  you.    They  instantly  returned 
to  the  charge,  and  defeated  the  Romans. 

Before  the  battle  of  Yarmouk,  which  preced- 
ed the  taking  of  Jerusalem,  one  of  the  leaders 
encouraged  the  army  by  the  following  speech : 
Mussulmen^  recollect  that  paradise  is  before  you^ 
heU  and  Hie  devil  behind  you. 

Constantine,  in  a  conference  with  Amrou, 
asked  him,  by  what  right  he  pretended  to  Sy- 
ria ?  The  right  which  the  Creator  bestows,  replied 
he.  The  earth  belongs  to  God ;  he  bestows  it  as 
seemeth  to  him  good  for  his  servants,  and  Ins  plea^ 
sure  is  manifested  by  success  in  war. 

Mahomet  condemned  a  Mussulman  for  hav- 
ing cheated  a  Jew,  and  the  Mussulman  presum- 
ed to  appeal  to  Omar.  When  he  was  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  fact,  he  drew  his  sabre,  and, 


strikiiv  off  tbe  had  of  the  criminal,  BdbB 

Tdkai  &t  wtam,  dettroa^  9ud  be,  sfco  J^fdk  Ik 
$aUemce  cfihe  Pnpkei! 

Tllien  Omar  came  to  Wr  ncs^  to  Jenisikm, 
he  broegfat  hu  piavisMxC  with  a  bottle  fiM 
with  water,  and  a  wooden  pboter,  upon  his  o- 
mel.  Having  obserred  some  of  the  Sanoeos 
dressed  in  siu^  and  other  clotbes  taken  froo 
the  enemy,  he  commanded  them  to  be  dnp- 
0ed  throng^  the  mud,  with  their  buoes  towaids 
me  earth,  and  their  clothes  torn  in  pieces. 

When  Alexanchia  was  taken,  Amrou  ^^ 
to  save  part  of  the  library ;  and,  having  askd 
Omar's  permission,  recenred  the  following  an- 
swer. J(flhe  books  vhick  you  mention  contain  m- 
thing  but  what  is  in  the  book  of  God,  they  art  ^ 
no  use  ;  if  they  do  not  agree  xcith  it,  they  are  nc« 
ked:  therefore,  give  orders  that  they  rnay  be  bmriL 
ivitoMa  If  we  reflect  on  the  voluptuous  luxury  of  the 
cSnit  court  of  Constantinople ;  on  the  £u:ti<His  of  the 
circus,  which  occasioned  continual  seditions, 
always  protected  by  some  of  the  princes;  on 
the  theological  disputes  which  distmcCed  the 
minds  of  the  people  ;  on  the  weakness  oi  \Jae 
army ;  the  exhausted  finances  ;  their  meanness, 
and  their  ruined  morals :  we  cannot  be  surprised 
at  seeing  the  empire  fall  a  prey  to  the  Mussul- 
mcn.  What  men  when  compared  with  their 
enemies !  It  is  fanaticism  contending  against 
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^CHAiA.  Was  at  first  a  country  of  Peloponnesus ; 
but  when  Greece  was  subdued  by  the  Romans,  the 
province  which  they  called  Achaia^,  comprehended 
Attica,  Boeotia,  Phocis,  Peloponnesus,  &c.  with  the 
islands, 

Adriatic,  Sea,     The  Gulf  of  Venice. 

IEqvu  An  ancient  people  of  It^^  inhabiting  the 
banks  of  the  Anio,  at  present  the  Teverone. 

jEtolia.  a  country  of  Greece  on  the  Gulf  of  Co- 
rinth or  Lepanto,  at  present  the  Despotat,  a  part  of 
Livadia. 

Albania.  A  country  of  Asia,  near  the  Caspian  Sea, 
comprehending  at  present  Sohivan  and  Dagestan,  in 
which  is  the  city  of  Darbent. 

Allobroges.  a  people  of  Narbonne  Gaul,  inhabit- 
ing a  pa^rt  of  Dauphiny,  and  almost  all  Savoy. 

Alps.  These  mountains  were  divided  into  several  parts 
under  different  names.  The  Cottian  AlpSj  between 
Dauphiny  and  Piedmont,  Mount  Cenis.  Grecian 
Alps,  between  Piedmont  and  Savoy,  Litde  Mount 
St  Bernard.  Julian  Alps,  between  Istria  and  Car- 
niola  in  the  Austrian  dominions.  Lepontian,  in  Swis- 
serland.  Maritime,  between  Provence  and  the  ter- 
ritories of  Genoa.     Norican,  between  Bavaria,  Tlroly 
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and  Carinthia.  Pennine^  between  the  Milanese  and 
Valais,  Great  St  Bernard.  Rheiian^  in  the  Ti- 
rol, &c. 

Amanus.  a  branch  of  Mount  Taurus  in  Asia,  wUdi 
parts  Syria  from  Cilicia. 

Arabia.     A  country  of  Asia,  situated  between  Pdes- 
tine,  the   lied  Sea,  and  the  Gulf  of  Persia.    The 
ancients  divided  it  into  three  parts,  as   it  is  at  pre-  | 
sent.     1st,  Arabia  Petrea^  upon  the  confines  of  IV   ; 
lestine   and   Eg}7)t.      2d,  Arabia    JDesertOj  on  tk    i 
north,  where  the  people  known  b^  the  name  of  tk    ' 
Nomades  dwelt,  of  whom  one  tnbe  -was  called  Si-*  "^ 
racens,  which  name  afterwards  became  commoD  to 
all  the  Arabians.   3d^  Arabia  Felix^   to  the  soutL  Its 
chief  towns  are  Jatripa,  Medina ;  Macoraba,  Mecca; 
Saba,  Sanaa. 

Armenia.  The  Great  Armenia  lies  to  the  north  of 
Mesopotamia,  called  at  present  Turcomania.  Less 
Armenia  in  Asia  Minor.  It  was  a  part  of  Cappado- 
cia  conquered  by  the  kings  of  Armenia. 

Atlas.  A  great  mountain  of  Africa,  extending  fixim 
east  to  west. 

Asia  Minor.  At  present  called  Natolia.  It  compre- 
hended Phrygia,  Lydia,  Bithynia,  Pontus,  Cappado- 
cia,  Galatia,  Ionia,  Caria,  Cilicia,  &c. 

Assyria.  Beyond  the  Tigris.  Its  ancient  capital  was 
Nineveh.  'Fhe  other  famous  cities  are  AibeU,  Erbil, 
and  Ctesiphon,  the  capital  of  the  Parthians.  That 
country  is  at  present  called  Kurdistan. 

Attica.  A  country  of  Greece,  in  which  Athens  was 
situated.     It  is  called  at  present  Setine,  or  AtbenL 

B 

Babylonia,  or  Chaldea.  Situated  on  the  south  of 
Mesopotamia  and  Assyria.  Its  capital,  Babylon, 
which  was  on  the  banks  of  the  Euphrates,  is  destroj- 
ed.  It  has  been  supposed  that  Bagdat  was  in  the 
same  place,  but  Ba^at  is  on  the  Ti^ns,  This  coiib- 
try  is  at  present  called  Irak-Arabi. 

Bactriana.     a  province  of  Persia,  on  this  side  the 


\ 


ANCIENT  GEOGRiLPHT.  565, 

Oxus,  the  Gihon.     It  is  a  part  of  the  country  of  the 
Usbeck  Tartars. 

Baleares.     Islands  which  were  dependent  <mi  Spain. 
Minorca  and  Majorca. 

BiETicA.  A  province  of  Spain,  which  took  its  name 
from  the  river  Bcttis^  Guadalquivir.  It  compreh«id- 
ed  Andalusia,  the  kingdom  o^  Grenada,  and  a  part  <^ 
New  Castile. 

BoBOTiA.  A  country  of  Greece,  lying  west  of  Attica. 
Thebes,  Thiva,  was  the  capit^. 

BiTHYNiA.  A  province  to  the  north  of  Asia  Minor.' 
Its  chief  cities  were  Prusa,  Niceea,  Chalcedon,  Ni- 
OMnedia,  &c.,  called  at  present  Bourse,  Isnich,  Scu- 
tari, Is-Nikmid. 

BoRYSTHENES.  It  is  the  river  Dnieper  which  runs  in« 
to  the  Black  Sea. 

BosPHORUS  of  Thrace.  It  is  the  strait  of  Constan- 
tinople, by  which  the  Protxmtis,  the  sea  of  Mar-' 
mora,  communicates  with  the  Black  Sea.  Bospho*' 
rus  Cimmerius^  or  Chersonesus  Taurica,  at  present 
the  Crimea. 

Britain.     Great  Britain,  likewise  called  Albion,  com- 

f>rehended,  as  it  does  at  present,  England  and  Scot- 
and.  But  the  Roman  Britain,  thev  only  reckoned 
the  south  part  of  Scotland  with  En^and.  Little 
Britain,  called  likewise  Hibemia,  and  sometimes  Sco« 
tia,  was  Ireland. 
Brutium.  a  pcurt  of  Italy  to  the  south,  where  was 
Crotona,  Cosentia,  and  Ilh^um. 

C 

Campania.  A  part  of  Terra  di  Lavoro,  in  the  king- 
dom of  Naples. 

Cantabres.  a  people  of  Hispania  Tarraconensis,  in 
Guipuscoa,  Biscay,  and  Navarre.  It  was  with  diffi- 
culty they  were  reduced  by  the  Romans. 

Cappadocia.  a  great  country  in  Asiar  Minor,  border- 
ing on  the  Black  Sea.  It  formed  a  kingdom,  and 
Ceesarea  was  its  capital.  It  is  called  at  present  A- 
mazia  or  Amnazan. 

Caspian,  Gates.     Narrow  and  very  difficult  passage, 
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between  the  mountains  and  the  Caspian  Sea,  and  is 
said  to  be  near  the  city  of  Darbent  in  Persia.  It  is 
now  called  the  Pass  of  Teflis. 

Caucasus.  A  branch  of  Mount  Taurus  in  Asia,  Ijring 
between  the  Black  Sea  and  the  Caspian. 

Celtica*     See  Gaul* 

Chaldea*     See  Babylonia. 

Chersonesus.  This  name  was  given  to  several  penin- 
sulas. Chersonesus,  Cimbrica^  Jutland.  Taurica^ 
the  Crimea.     Thracia^  Romania. 

CiLiciA.  A  southern  province  of  Asia  Minor,  where 
were  the  cities  of  Tarsus  and  Issus* 

Coelo-Sybia.  a  country  of  Syria,  situated  in  a  de- 
lightful valley,  the  limits  are  little  known.  See  Syria. 

Colchis.  Afterwards  called  Laadca.  A  country  of 
Asia,  lying  east  of  the  Black  Sea.    At  present  called 

.  Mingrelia. 

CoMAGENA.     A  province  of  Syria  near  the  Euphrates^ 

CoRCYBA.  A  Grecian  island  in  the  western  part  of  the 
Ionian  Sea,  at  present  called  Corfu. 

Crete.  An  island,  in  which  are  reckoned  several 
kingdoms.  It  is  the  isle  of  Candia,  in  the  south  of 
the  Archipelago. 

Cybenaica.  a  part  of  Africa,  which  is  reckoned  at 
present  the  western  part  of  the  country  of  Barca. 

D 

Dacia.  a  country  comprehending  Upper  Hungary, 
Transylvania,  Walachia,  and  Moldavia  beyond  the 
Dfuiube.  Its  inhabitants  were  called  Gets.  The 
Romans  having  quitted  Crreat  Dacia,  gave  that  name 

.   to  the  country  on  the  near  side  the  Danube. 

Dalmatia.  It  was  the  eastern  part  of  the  present  Dal- 
matia  and  Bosnia,  with  the  western  Servia.  Its  cities 
were  Salona,  Belgrade,  Taunmumy  &c 

Dabdania.  Upon  the  confines  of  Macedonia,  some- 
times making  a  part  of  Dacia.  The  same  name  is 
given  to  other  countries. 

E 
EoxAN  Sea.    At  present  called  the  Archipelago. 
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Egypt.  The  ancients  divided  it  into  threeparts.  1st, 
Lower  Egypt,  whose  chief  cities  were  Tanis,  Pelu- 
siiun,  Canopus,  Alexandria.  2d,  Middle  Egrpt,  in 
which  stood  Memphis.  Sd,  Upper  Egypt  or  Thebais, 
where  were  Thebes,  Elephantis,  and  Svene. 

Emilia.  A  country  of  Italy  or  Cisalpine  Graul,  be- 
tween the  Po  and  the  Apennines.  It  comprehended 
the  dutchy  of  Parma,  and  extended  to  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Ravenna. 

Epirus.  a  country  of  Greece,  at  present  called  Low- 
er Albania.  Ambracia,  Larta,  and  Nicopolis,  Pre- 
veza,  built  by  Augustus  after  the  battle  of  Actium, 
were  die  chief  cities. 

Ethiopia.  Lies  south  of  Egypt,  and  is  called  at  pre- 
sent Nubia  and  Abyssinia.  The  roost  remarkable  of 
its  inhabitants  were  the  Troglodites,  who  dwelt  in 
caverns  on  the  shore  of  the  Red  Sea. 

Etruria,  or  Hetruria.  At  present  Tuscany,  with  a 
part  of  the  Papal  territories,  lying  west  of  the  Tiber. 

EuBEA.  An  island  in  the  Egean  Sea,  extending  along 
the  coast  of  Bceotia,  whose  capital  was  C3ialcis.  The 
Euripus  parted  it  from  the  mainland.  It  is  at  pre- 
sent called  Negrc^nt. 

F 
Falisci.     a  people  of  Etruria  upon  the  Tiber.     Fa- 

lerii  was  their  capitaL 
FiDENATES.     A  people  of  Latium,  whose  capital  was 

Fidenss. 

G 

Galatia  or  Gallo-Grecia.  A  province  of  Asia 
Minor,  where  the  Gauls  settled.  Ancyra  was  its 
cf^ital,  at  present  Angouri. 

Gaul.  Was  divided  into  four  parts,  Belgica,  Celtica, 
Aquitania,  Narbonnensis.  1st,  Belgica,  comprehend- 
ed the  country  lying  between  the  ocean,  the  Rhine, 
and  Mount  Vogesus,  Voge,  to  the  Seine  and  the 
Mame.  2d,  Celtica,  the  middle  and  the  greate9t 
part  of  France.  3d,  Aquitania,  the  country  oetween 
the  ocean,  the  Garonne,  and  the  Pyrenean  moun- 
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tuns.  Thaae  three  were  called  (timkata)  Hare 
because  the  people  wore  Wx^  hair.  4th,  J 
vetuii,  calleu  toccata  frvMn  the  name  at : 
induded  Longuedoc,  ProTeoce,  Duiphiny,  i 
voy. 

Augustus  extended  GaUuNBrbooncnaia  toth 
and  new  diTisions  weie  constantly  made. 
end  of  the  fourth  oentury,  Osul  was  dine 
seventeen  provinces.  Two  of  Nartwnne,  t 
Aqnitaine,  three  of  Lvons,  four  of  Bdf^  d 
nenses,  the  Senones,  uk  Seauani,  and  oUien 
As  the  northern  part  of  Italy  was  people 
lonies  from  Gaul,  the  Romans  f^ve  it  uie 
Gallia  CisalpinOf  and  the  coiuitiy  situated 
the  Alps,  with  respect  to  Italy,  they  callo 
Trafuaipina. 
GEnMANiA.  Comprehended  the  country  betv 
Rhine,  the  Danube,  the  Vistula,  and  the  > 
Ocean,  which  was  called  Great  Germany.  1 
was  a  part  of  Gaul,  the  near  nde  of  the  Rbi 
where  it  was  settled  by  German  colonies. 

Denmark,  Sweden,  Norway,  and  a  part  of 
were  in  Great  Germany ;  but  it  did  not  exter 
to  the  south  as  modem  Germany. 
Greece.  The  south  part  of  Turkey  in  Eun^ 
ancients  divided  it  into  six  parts,  Mncedmia, 
Tliessnlio,  Achaio,  Peloponnesus,  and  thelt^^ 
Great  Greece  is  the  southern  part  of  Italv 
the  Greek  colonies  were  settled. 

H 

Hellespont.  The  straits  whic^  part  £nrope  ai 
at  present  called  the  Dardanelles.  "ITiis  ni 
gven  to  the  country  in  Asia,  situated  upon  thi 
The  cities  of  Lampsacus  and  Cizicus  matie  a  p 

Helvetia.  A  Celtic  nation,  comprehendimr  J 
land,  except  the  canton  of  Bale. 

Hemus,  at  present  Balkan.  A  range  of  mt 
crossing  liirace. 

Hebcynia,  the  Forest  of.  This  immense  fores 
ed  almost  all  Gennany,  and  extended  from 
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and  Swisserland  to  Transylvania.  The  Black  Forest 
is  a  part  of  it. 

HiSPANiA,  Spain.  The  Romans  divided  it  at  first  into 
two  parts,  UUeriora  and  Citerioroj  or  Tarraconensis. 
The  first  was  afterwards  subdivided  into  two  pro- 
vinces, Lusitania  and  Bastica.  See  these  words.  The 
second  into  three.  1st,  The  Tarraconensis  Proper, 
in  which  were  Tarra^n,  Sarragossa,  Pampeluna, 
Numantia.  2d,  Gallicia,  in  which  were  Braga,  Por- 
to, Lugo,  Leon.  Sd,  The  Carthamnian,  in  which 
were  Carthagena,  Valencia,  and  Toledo. 

Hypanis.  a  river  of  Scythia  in  Europe,  called  at  pre- 
sent the  Bog. 

Hyrcania.  a  province  of  Persia,  to  the  south  of  the 
Caspian  Sea,  at  present  Mazandiran,  or  Tabaristan, 

I 

Iberia.  A  province  of  Asia,  between  the  Caspian  and 
the  Black  Seas.  The  same  name  was  likewise  given 
to  Spain,  because  of  the  river  Ebro^  Iberus.  It  is 
called  at  present  Georgia. 

Illyria.  This  country  was  greatly  extended  after  the 
Roman  conquests,  and  divided  mto  eifl^t  provinces, 
which  were  again  subdivided.  1st,  Rhaetia.  2d, 
Noricum.  Sd,  Pannonia.  4th,  Libumia.  5th,  Dal- 
matia.  6th,  Illyria  Proper,  in  which  are  Scutari 
and  Durrazzo.  7th,  Msesia.  8th,  Dacia.  It  was 
bounded  by  the  Danube,  the  Lake  of  Constance  and 
the  Rhine,  the  Alps,  the  Adriatic  Sea,  Greece,  and 
Thrace. 

India.  The  ancients  knew  little  of  this  country  but 
the  Western  Peninsula,  and  that  which  forms  a  great 
part  of  the  Mogul's  country.  It  was  India  on  the 
near  side  the  Ganges.  The  country  of  the  Brach- 
mans  beyond  the  GnEmges,  towards  the  source  of  that 
river,  is  the  Thibet,  or  the  country  of  the  Lamas. 
The  peninsula  of  Malacca  was  called  the  Golden 
Chersonesus.  They  included  the  country  of  Sina,  China 
in  India,  which  was  undoubtedly  the  south  part  of 
China,  with  Cochinchina  and  Tonquin. 

Insubria*     a  part  of  Cisalpine  Gaul,  inhabited  by  a 
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eolony  of  Crauls  called  Insubres.  The  capital  was 
Milan. 

Ionia.  A  country  of  Asia  Minor,  in  which  were  the 
cities  of  Miletus,  Ephesus,  Smyrna,  and  others. 

IsAURiA.  A  mountainous  country  in  Asia,  on  the  con- 
fines of  Cilicia,  at  present  Saulm  in  Caramania. 

Italy.  It  was  at  first  only  the  southern  part  of  the 
country  which  is  known  by  that  name  at  present,  and 
was  afterwards  divided  into  nine  parts.  1st,  Cisal- 
pine Gaul  or  Togata^  since  Lombardy.  2d,  Etruria. 
dd,  Umbria.  4th,  Picenum.  5th,  Samnium,  and 
the  country  of  the  Sabines.  6th,  Latium.  7th, 
Campania.  8th,  Magna  Grecia.  9th,  The  Islands. 
Augustus  divided  it  into  eleven  provinces,  and  Con- 
stantine  into  seventeen. 

JuDEA.     In  Asia,  at  present  a  part  of  Souria. 

L 

Laconia.     In  Peloponnesus,  the  country  of  the  l^ar- 

tans  at  present  culled  Maina. 
Latium.     The  country  of  the  Latins,  Rutuli,  Volsci, 

Hernici,  &c.    It  is  at  present  the  Campania  di  Roma, 

and  the  adjacent  part  of  the  Terra  di  Lavoro. 
Lazica.     See  Colchis. 
Lesbos.    An  island  in  the  Archipelago;  at  present 

Meteline. 
LiBANus.     A  chain  of  mountains  on  the  confines  of 

Syria  and  Palestine. 
Libya.    A  country  in  Afirica ;  at  present  Barca* 
LiGURiA.     At  present  the  coast  of  Grenoa,  part  of 

Piedmont,  Montferat,  and  the  Milanese,  on  the  south 

side  of  the  Po. 
LucANiA.     A  part  of  Magna  Grecia,  in  which  was 

Sybaris,  Roscianum,  Rossano,  and  others. 
LusiTANiA.    A  province  of  JSpain  between  the  Douro, 

the  Guadiana,  and  the  ocean.     It  comprehended  al*> 

most  all  Portugal,  with  a  part  of  the  two  Castiles. 
Lydia.    a  country  of  Asia  Minor,  in  which  was  Saidis« 

M 
Macedonia.     Situated  between  Greece  and  Thrace. 
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ik     The  Turks  call  it  Makidunia*     Its  principal  towns 

were  Pella,  Jenitza ;  Thessalonica,  Saloniki,  &c. 
hirMAURiTANiA.  A  part  of  Africa  to  the  south  of  the 
^  straits  of  Grades,  Gibraltar,  to  which  the  Romans  add' 
til  ed  a  part  of  Numidia.  The  whole  was  divided  iifto 
hii  three  provinces,  which  comfNrehended  the  kingdoms; 
^  -  of  Morocco,  and  the  western  part  of  Algiers. 
^  Media.  A  province  of  Persia  to  the  north  of  Baby- 
^1      ion ;  at  present  Irak- Agemi. 

^  Mesopotamia.  A  province  of  Asia  between  the  Tigris 
|]|  and  the  Euphrates,  in  which  were  Edessa,  Nisibis, 
|:  Carrhae,  Singara  Atra,  &c. ;  at  present  Diarbeck. 
I  Mesia.  This  country  answers  at  present  to  the  East- 
em  Servia,  and  the  Western  Bulgaria. 
Messenia.  The  country  of  the  Messeiiians  in  Pelo* 
,        ponnesus,  to  the  west  of  Laconia* 

N 
NoRicuM.     A  country  lying  between  Italy  and  the 
F        Danube.     A  part  of  the  circles  of  Bavaria  and  Aus- 

'  NovEMPOPULANiA.  In  Gaul,  which  is  at  present  Gas- 
cony  and  South  Guienne. 
Numidia.  Before  the  times  of  the  Romans,  this  part 
of  Africa  ^pis  of  great  extent,  but  dismembered  by 
them  to  enlarge  Mauritania.  In  the  time  of  Augus- 
tus, it  was  no  more  than  the  east  part  of  the  kingaom 
of  Algiers. 

O 
Orcades.     Islands  on  the  north  of  Great  Britain ;  at 
present  the  Orkneys. 

P 
Palestine.     See  Judea* 
Palus  Meotis.    At  present  the  Sea  of  Zabache,  or  A- 

toph,  which  communicates  with  the  Black  Sea. 
Pannonia.     a  province  of  lUjrria,  to  the  south  of  the 

Ister,  Danube,  comprehending  a  part  of  Austria  and 

Hungary.     Its  cities  were  Sirmium,  Sirmich,  Vin- 

dobbna,  Vienna,  and  odiers. 
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r«n  Uf  tfae  preacss 
trjoatrr  oi  tbe  Uilwck  Ti 
p04M%.  '  A  edcfancc9(f  rmr  of  Oilckis 

t^ffit  Kiaot  or  F^che. 
pMJtyfOA.     A  orAintrr  in  Am.    It  vais  a  xano< 
iMtween  tlM;  McdJUTTUKao  Sea  and  Xfrww#  Lc 
at  prcs^^ot  cuoMpniMatdiod  in  Somia. 
VHtH:i%,     A  cuuutif  of  Greece^  Ijinp  vest  of  I 
in  which  were  the  citj  of  Deipbosy  Punassa 
fleiioofu 
I  pMKYOf A.    A  cocintTT  of  Asa  Minor,  toward*  tb 

Itvpant,  io  which  was  the  famous  Tror. 
Poyrt'ii.     A  put  of  Asia  Minor,  on  t^  coast 
],  Hlmck  fwa.     It  was  the  kingdom  dFMiAndMia 

2  Vonrvit'tlvxivvM.     At  present  the  Black  Sea. 

•*  PaoRri.vTis.     A  gulf  between  the  Hellefflont  m 

C  HIack  Sea,  calkd  at  present  the  Sea  of  Muin< 

R 

Iljf^.TiA«  The  west  part  of  Illvria.  It  is  tbe  a 
of  the  Grisons,  a  part  of  Tirol,  Suabia,  and  Bi 

KifoiKipR.  A  mountain  in  Thrace,  almost  para 
Mount  IIa;mus,  which  crossed  a  province  of  the 
iitttne. 

IIl'tui.!.     a  people  of  Latium.     Ardea  was  its  o 

S 
KiiiiNi.     A  people  of  Italy,  whose  country  answ 
•I I  la  Siibiui  in  the  Papal  territory,  reaching  to  d 
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ther  Abruzzo.     It  had  in  its  Cures,  Vesoovio^  Reate, 
Rieti,  &c. 

SaMnium.  The  country  of  the  Samnites,  amon^  whom 
the  Marsi  were  reckoned.  At  present  it  is  cwed  A- 
bruzzo  in  the  kingdom  of  Naples. 

Sarmatia.  The  ancients  divided  it  into-  Sarmatia  of 
Europe,  and  Sarmatia  of  Asia.  That  of  Eun^  is 
between  the  Vistula,  the  Danube,  the  Black  Sea,  the 
Tanais,  and  the  Riphean  mountains,  containmg  Po- 
land, Russia  in  Europe,  and  Little  Tartary.  That  of 
Asia  was  what  is  at  present  called  Kjisan,  Astracan, 
and  Circassia.' 

ScANpiNAviA.  In  north  Germany,  containing  Sweden 
and  Norway ;  likewise  called  Scandia,  and  %altia. 

ScYTHiA.  The  northern  part  of  Asia,  at  present  called 
Great  Tartaiy,  in  which  the  ancients  placed  the  A- 
siatic  Sarmatia.  The  eastern  part  they  called  Serica, 
which  reached  to  the  south  as  far  as  the  country  of 
the  Brachmans,  and  to  the  Sinse,  that  is  perhaps 
northern  China.  Little  Scytkia  was  in  Europe,  ly- 
ing at  the  mouth  of  the  Danube. 

SiCAMBRi.  A  famous  people  of  west  Germany,  who, 
with  other  Germans,  formed  the  league  of  the  Francs. 

SoGDiANA.  A  province  of  Persia,  lying  between  tlie 
Oxns,  Gihon,  and  the  Jaxartes,  Sihon.  The  capital 
wa»  Maracanda,  at  present  Samarkand. 

Syria.  That  part  of  Asia  which  the  Romans  called 
East  Syria,  was  at  first  divided  into  Syria,  Phenicia, 
and  Palestine ;  after  which  they  made  new  divisions. 
The  first  part  was  subdivided  into  five  provinces.  1st, 
Syria  Proper,  in  which  were  Antioch,  Seleucia  Emesa, 
towns  situated  upon  the  Orontes,  the  Assi.  2d,  Co- 
magena.  3d,  Osroene.  4th,  Palmjrrena.  5th,  Phe- 
nicia Damascena,  formerly  Ccele-Syria,  where  stood 
Damascus  and  Heliopolis,  Balbeck. 

T 
Tanais.     At  present  the  river  Don,  which  runs  into 

the  sea  of  Asoph. 
Taurus.     A  chain  of  mountains  in  Asia,  of  which  the 

branches  had  different  names. 
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K  TABIX,  &C. 

Thebaib.  a  country  in  Ui«>er  Eg^t,  towai 
opia.     Its  capital  was  Thebes. 

The8«alia,  a  province  of  Macedonia,  on  I 
of  that  kingdom,  irom  which  it  was  sept 
mountains,  at  present  called  Janne. 

Thracia.  At  present  Romania  and  the  "Wesi 
(raria.  In  the  time  of  the  Roman  emperor 
divided  into  six  provinces.  1st,  Thratna  Pro 
to  Macedonia.  2d,  Rhodope.  Sd,  Europa, 
was  Byzantium.  4th,  Hemimon.  5th,  M 
cunda.  6th,  Little  Scythia,  near  the  tnoul 
Danube. 

Thrasimknub,  the  I.^e  of.     At  present  Pero 


Venetia,  A  country  inhabited  by  the  Galli 
containing  the  state  of  Venice,  a  part  of  Mai 
Milanese,  uid  Ferrara.   Mantua  was  one  of  i 

VoLsci.  A  people  of  Latium.  They  had  the 
Anxur,  Terracine ;  Aipinum,  Arpiiio ;  Ci 
Rlount  Cassino. 
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